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KEMORANDUN FOB THE RECORD:

GUBJECT: Nertk Vietnsnyenseo lsvolyklnnt is

the Fighting in Lace

1. Altheughk herd cosfirmstory evidemse of Nerth
Vietnamese invelvstieat in recunt military operaztioans by
the Koog Le~Fathet lao fozcen iz necsessarily difficelt
to edtein, circrmatentisl esvidepse and persistent ra-
porte | cereste the strong
prasumptics thet at the vory lesst MHorid Vietrrmesos
sSupervisery peraensel, techkaialiavse cnd SUR Crows Rrov
sperating Lin iavs.

2. Prior to the fsll of Viertiane tiere wers
severel reporic tkat Jigorth Vietnanese gunsers haéd been
flowe in by Bsviet IL-14's along with the howitzers amd
mortars privides the Kong Le forces 4in respoass to sn
spperl for easiztsvece by Guinim Pholmess, information
mintuter in thy Sexvsnna Phooan governmont, The socurscy
of the fire fywe tivee wespons dsring Eomg le's five-~

- day dsfenes 6f Vientisos bame beosn judged by Americsn
. military cbservers intimstely scquaiated vith the Lso

sry to be fer beyomd the cupabilitiea of the 15&13:500&
artillery onite.

3. During the period of Koeng Le's slow withdrawal
sorthward, there were pervistsat reperts frow Koug Le.
troops who serrendered to the govermmeat that s wizeeble

group of North VYietnamsoe parstroopers-~-according to sone

as mery am J00-~wors dropped by Goviet Il~1l4's in addi-

- tion to military supplies ant food, Althougk Borth

Vietasm is not kmown to possoss any Teguler paratrecp
wnits, {t 12 withis ths roelm of peasibilat; that a '
listted nesber of paremilitary opordiivau kave beep
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4. A helicopter which crash-landod in Theilsnd
oa 17 Pecombar has bosn positively ideutified es a
Soviet ¥l-4 heliloopter. The ten rs whe o8-
ceppd isto the jungle kave been reported by Thai
border police to bave Less of isien extrsciion, msost
likely oitdber Yietnemeos 6 Hisck Thei. o

5. &imco wmid-tecesber,
Lr Borth Vietssmenso batialleas were
Bvolved in the stiocan o8 the goverament outpost of
, ¥ong Net, juat imsidoe the Lsctise boudar vith Xorth
Vietunom, | | | ’ 25X1
25X1 ' & North . -
ictnamegs prigoser droassesd {n 8 Ppthet Lao vaifors
RV was oaptared nesr Noug Set. Bs wss asuoseqeontly
o . identifise & formary Pethet Leao seldior who had
' b}' T defeeted the guvernuent. Commsnist redio droed-
o /’ casts stiriduted tiw caplure of doxg Het on New
) . Yesr's wechkond to tho Zecomd Fethet Lav Ssttsliom,
Sut it would appear legical to supposc that North
VietoanoRy ullity %oy hove assinted i itz capturs,
8itsy whick they coula essily withdran thoe fow siles to
the Lorder. lgvever, L8 goverumcui claims thet from
five to seven Letislicus were luvolved are probadly
expggerasted. '

6. Thke speod sud efficiency with which the Xong k
Le<Fatbet Lao fovaes took the Plaine dea Jarres, e e
" Rleng Khdusng toen sud Hot sugsest s degvrae of
coordisation snd advence planaliag well beyond tde '
capabilities of efthar the Fathet Lao or Xoeg Le.
There thus srises 2 stroag susplcion thas the opeorations : . 1
wey have bees directsd on the spot by mou-lxotian _ e
Commgnist porsonnel. : _ ‘
7. Attachod are tllestrative exsaples of the type .

sf roperting ve received oz the sebject of Xowth - -
Yietnanese 2ud © Commsnist involvemont im Lage. -
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Bea 80 ::: Americes lisisem efficiels with
artilles “'::,2,' bag teg) 0f Keag Le
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3} Dec €0

'3 Jam 81

lae officer wio resantly sarrendsied

- mtated three Komg lo ariiilery pieasn

were ooy the conmend of & Howvtih
Vietramose srtillary onptain and e#ch
gaared by tério Vivlidacne gusisrs.

interrogetios Thati viilagere produced
report thst teu men 1n Soviel Belioopter
whicz: cresh lamded ngind for divsciioun
o Fak lay, LBo®., Nitns GRLE 10 Speur
portdors Thei dlslact, oaw isd,.

Ceneral Ouane ststez three North
Vietocemone battaiioan st Nong Het, two
in Sem Jeus sres.

Leo volunteer coupsny 1o merth of Vang
Vieng roporis coe cooypruy of North
Vlctannns» peratrouvserry there.

‘.

snotber surrentered |
\ efficer st:les Gong Le DBaw
single sagine roconcs innxnoe plane wiill
Sovist pilet, sa doos Prihet  lesder
Privuoe Joarkannoeveny.

| | ares state 72 Horth
Vietnsmsse nt ¥eng Yicen:, hesded by
¢olosal vho sots ss sdvisor 1o Topyg
k‘“mmt LSO.

Genorel Thoumi ot 81 state five Horik
Vietpanese battaliocons maoeving fruem Xoag
Set toward Ploine des Jarrees. Kong (e
drive from wust -npporzoa by Seviet
sirdrops. v

Ixforsation from Ancricen persessel
recontly im the Pluirs des Jarres ares
indicated unquesnticnabdle Vietnomsse
participation with the Puthet Lao in
lateost snd vtdo.nreud uprising and
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proiessionally conducted military
#ttucke, They wssy that the Plaine

des Jerres wes taken by mobileo task
forcy deliverying sccusate fire over
whole dietenade from Maong Soul whkich
they made in one day clearing any
resistence quickly. Atteck followed

3 diversicnary sttacks st Neag MHet

end Ban Ben and evidenced sn impeten
and/or commend leadarwhip and co--
ordisation of 2 czliber zever bofore
chaerved in Pothet lae or, for that
mettor, Lo Army. American persozanel
Blated misgionsriss and other Lso
epeeking persenasl incresmivgly mesiisg
lodividuals 456 »res wio spesk no Leo end
ant yesponsive queries.
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