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Y ON

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

10 December 1952

SUBJECT: NIT-G4 (Part I) SUPPLIZHIT:s SOVILDT BLOC CAPABILITIES,
THROUGH LID~195Y

THE PROBLEM

To extend through mid-195} the estimates of Soviet Block/
capabilities for political and military warfare made in NIE.GL
{Part I).

(This estimate does not undertake to speculate regarding

the effects on Bloc capabilities of the many pcssible developments

. in the Korean war,)

CONCLUSIONS

1. The Bloc continues to possess a significant quantitative
superiority over the Western Powers in forces in being and in con-

ventional ground and air armament,

I/ The Soviet Bloc consists of the USSR, the European Satellites,
Comminist China, Outer Hongolia, North Korea, and Viet Minh.
The Kremlin also controls the international Communist movement
outside the Bloc countries.

o
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2, The Soviet economy is much better prepared now to sup-
port a major war effort than it was in 1940.

3. The principal emphasis of the recent Bloc military program
has apparently been upon enlarging the atomic stockpile, upon im.
proving Bloc defenses, particularly against air attack, and upon
strengthening Satellite and Chinese Communist forces. We believe
that this emphasis will contimue throughout the period of this
estimate., We also believe that the Bloc military forces will not
increase greatly in size, although they will improve significantly
in combat effectiveness.

L. We estimate that the USSR will probably have a stockpile
of 190 atomic weapons (30-100 kiloton yleld) by mid-195h. (The
actusl figure may be from half to brice as many as this estimate.)
It is wnlikely that the USSR will be able to develop and produce a
thermomclear weapon by mid-1953, During the period of this estimate
(to mid-195L), however, there is the possibility of advanced research

and field testing concerned with thermonuclear reactions.

5. The Soviet forces now stationed in Egstern Europe are in
an advanced state of readiness for war and can attack with little

or no warning. However, the Bloc forces in Eastern Europe would

o 2 C
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almost certainly require substantial reinforcements in Soviet ground

and air forces bcfore they could cuctain major offensive onerations,

6. Ve ectimate that the 3loc has the capability tc undertake
concurrent large-scale operations in continental Europe, the liddla
Fast, and mainland Acia. The Bloc could rapidly reinforce with
Chinese Communist and Soviet forces the Communist forces now in
Korea, and at the same time undertake an invasion of Japan by Soviet

forces.,

7o The USSR is capable of undertaking the delivery of its full
stockpile of atomic weapons against targets in the US and its overseas
bases. It also has the capability of undertaking sustaincd air of-
fensives against the UK, most of continental Europe, most of the
MHiddle East, and Japan, with the intensity of individual offensives
varylng according to the number undertaken concurrently.

8. The Bloc air defense organization has the capability for
vigorous opposition to an air offensive against the principal Soviet
centers, However, despite marked improvements in the DBloc air defense
system (especially in the USSR, Eastern Durope, and Manchuria), da-
ficiencies wiil remain throughout the period of this estimate,

W3c‘
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9. The USSR has the capability to undertake offensive sub-
marine patrols and mining operations along most of the world's
strategically vital sea lanes, The ULSR has the capability to
undertake short-hanl amphibious operations in the seas adjacent %o

its om coasts.

10. Bloc political warfare is an important weapcon which will
continue to constitute a serious danger to thé non-Communist world
throughout the period of this estimate. The likelihood of an inw
creace in Bloc political warfare capabilities is greatest in une
ctable areas, such as Southeast Asia and parts of the l'ddle East
and Africa. These areas will continue to be particularly vulnerable
1o Bloc political warfare because of economic and social unrest,
bitter racial and religious antagonisms, the widespread sentiment
against "Western imperialism;” and the ineffective leadership of

many existing governments,

11. The Bloc could increase its exports to the non-Comminist
world within the period of this estimate. We estimate that even a
slight increase of trade with the non-Communist world would consti.

tute an important factor in political warfare,

S P
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FACTORS AFFECTIMG BLOC CAPABILITIES

12, The Soviet regime ic securely entronched in power, and
there is no amnarent orocpect of itc control being threatened or
shaken.

13. Soviet control over the Satellites will almost certainly
remain virtually complete. It 'ensures the subservience and re-
1iability of the govermments, and continued econcmic and military
contributions to the USSR from the Satellite area.

1, The Chinese Commumnist re;ime has firm control over
mainland China, and there is little likellhood of its control being
threatened or shaken by domestic forces within the period of this

estimate, We believe that Communist China accepts Moscow leadership
in the international Communist movement but retains scme capability

for independent action and a capabilily to exert influence upon the
'shapin'g of Communist policy in the Far East, The character of the
cwrrent Sino-Soviet relationships will probably remain relatively
constant throughout the period of this estimate.

15, The USSR is engaged in a large-scale research and de.

velopment program. This includes both pure and applied research,
w2 5 -
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with an emphasis upon applied research in fields of military appli-
cation, esnecially atomic energy, electronics, jet aircraft, guided
missiles, and sutmarines. In all of these fields, Soviet scientists

and technicians have domonstrated a high level of proficiency.

16, The USSR has developed a very high capability for jamming
radio transmissions up toand including HF bands, Soviet capabilities
in related electronic fields indicate that they are now capable of
developing equipment for jarming VHF and UHF bands. These capabilities
constitute a serious threat to Western long-range ancl' short-range nili~-

tary radio commnications and navigation cystems.

17. The gross national product of the Bloe has been increasing
rapidly in the past few years.l/ Any caleulation of its magnitude is
necessarily subject to considerable error; and no meaningful come
parison can be made with prewar years for the Bloc as a whole,
However, provisional estimates indicate that the Bloc’s gross nationel
product in 1951 was roughly 20 percent higher than in 1949, and we

believe that rapid growth will continue during the period of this esti-

mate,

“J/ This paragraph represents a substantial revicion of the estimate

™ of Soviet economic development to 1952 contained in NIE-G) (Part I),
The revision has been made on the basis of research undertaken in
connection with NIE.65, The results of this research are tenta-
tively accepted by the IAC agencies for the purpose of this
Supplement, subject to further study.

- b -
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a, The economy of the USSR had recovered its prewar
level of total production by 1948 and had surpassed
that level by at least one-third in 1951, ie esti-
mate that the Soviet gross national product has been
increasing at an annual rate of about 11 vercent, and
that it will contime to increase, although at a some~
what reduced rate, during the periocd of this estimate.

b. The combined production of the Satellites constitutes
approximately one-quarter of the Doc!s gross national
moduct. We believe that the Satellite gross national
product will increase at a rate approximating that of
the USSR during the period of this estimate.

c. The gross national product of Communist China ic
extremely difficult to estimate, but we believe that
it represents less than 15 percent of the Bloc total.
Cammunist China'’s gross national product is probably
increasing at an annual rate of 3 to 5 percent, but
its output of capital goods will continue to be a
very small part of the Bloc total,

-7 =
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18, The output of the Sovirt economy does not ap roach that
of the US economy, nor does the cutput of the Bloc economy as a
whole apmoroach that of the NATO statesa.y USSR gross national pro-
duct in 1951 was about 30 percent that of the US, and the combined
~ross national mroduct of the entire Bloc was about one~third that
of the NATO countries. Jlhese disparitiez are being reduced, but there
vill be no significant change by mid-195h.

19. However, comparicons in terms of total output of all types
of poods and services are misleading as indications of relative
capacity to produce military equipment in peacetime., The traditional
living standards and the controls prevailin: within the Bloc enable
the 3loc states to assign a much smaller proportion af total output te
civilian consumption, particularly of scarce materials and goodsy; than
is feasible in Western countries. Moreover, these living standards
and controls also enable the Bloec to assign a higher proportion of
its military outlay to production of actual military end-items than
is feasible in the VWest,

y This paragraph reprecents a subctantial revicion of the ectimate
of Soviet economic development to 1952 contained in HIE-6Y (Part
I1). The revision has been nade on the basis of research under-
taken in cormection with NIL-65. The results of this research
are tentatively accepted by the IAC agencies for the purpose of
this Supplement, subject to further study.
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20. Since the end of World War II, the Bloc as a whole has
devoted a much larger proportion of its gross national product to
military purposes than ’the West. Vie believe that the USSR now de.-
votes and will contimue to devote roughly one-fifth of its national
product to military expenditures. @de also estimate that themantity of
resources which the USSR allocated to military production in 1952
equals the amount assigned in 19LlL, the peak year of Soviet war

production.

21. The Soviet economy is much better prepared now to support
a major war effort than it was in 1940. Under contirmed cold war
conditions, the Dloc clearly has the capability of expanding its in-
dustrisl base and of increasing military production. The Soviet
econony is organized trith & view to possible hostilities in the
near future as well as in the more remote future. These two objectives

compete to some extent in the allocation of resources,

22, The Kremlin places a high priority upon stockpiling reserves,
not only of military end-items but of food, capital equipment, and
materials needed for maintaining t he economy under wartime conditions

or other emergencies,

TOP SECRET
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23, The Bloc could increase its exports to the non-Commnist
world within the period of this estimate., We estimate that even a
glight increase of trade with the non-Communist world would constitute
an important factor in political warfare.

BLOC MILITARY STRENGTH

2h. The Bloc continues to possess a significant quantitative
superiority over the Western Powers in forces in being and in con-
ventional ground and air armament. We estimate that the Bloc armed

forces}/ noew haves

a. Approximately 8,7504000 men, of which about },450,000
are Soviety 1,550,000 Satellite; 2,350,000 Chinese
Communists 290,000 North Korean; and 130,000 Viet
Minh. (For more complete information on the mmber
of regular forces and of security forces maintained
by each Bloc State, see NIE-6) (Part I) Appendices,
Appendix B, Section VI.)

b. An actual strength of approximately 21,000 aircraft,
including about 6,700 jet fighters and 900 piston

I/ Tor comment on the nature of the evidence available for estimates -
of Bloc armed force strength, see note at the end of this estimate.

- 10 =
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medium bombers; an authorized strength of about 25,000
aireraft, including about 8,400 jet fighters and 1,150
piston medium bombers.

" ¢, A total of at least 16; major surface vessels and 361
submarines, including 103 long-range types.

d. A stockpile of 50 atomic weapons (30-100 kiloton

yieid)o (This estimate applies to mid~1952, not the
date of puvlication for this report. The actual figure

may be from half to twice as many as this estimate.)

e. large stocks of conventional weapons and equipment .

25, Ve estimate that the 3loc armed forces by mid-195) will
probably have:
8. Approximately 9,2300,090 men, of which sbout 1,520,000
will be Soviet; 2,000,000 Satellite; 2,450,000 Chinese
Comrmanists 306,000 Horth Korean; and 130,000 Viet Minh,
b.  Anauthorized strength of about 26,700 aircraft, in-
cluding about 13,000 jet fighters, 1,250 piston medium
bombers; and possibly a few jet medium bombersoy

y The estimate on jet medium bomber production is based upon the

~ Soviet technical capability to develop and produce such aircraft.
There is no intelligence available to indicate that such aircraft
are now in production,

w 11, -
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c. A total of approximately 260 major surface vesselsl/
and 471 submarines, including 153 long-range types.

do A stockpile of 190 atomic weapons (30-100 kiloton
yield). (The actual figure may be from half to
twice as many as this estimate.)

26. It is unlikely that the USSR will be able to develop and
produce a thermomiclear vmapon by migl-l953o Dyring the period of
this estimate (to mid-1954), however, there is the possibility of
advanced research and field testing concerned with thermomuclear

reactions.

27. The over-all effectiveness of Bloc ground, naval, and air
forces will increase by mid-l95k because of progressive modernization
and standardization of weapons and equipment, the intensive training
program, the growth of the Soviet atomic stockplle, and the increased
combat efficiency of the Satellite forces,

28. The armed forces of the USSR and Communist China have re-
mained relatively constant in size throuchout the past two years,
while those of the Satellites have grown rapidly. Recent Bloc

This includes all naval vessel types dowmn to and including coastal
destroyers,

TOP SECRET
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nillitary effort has apparently placed principal emphasis upon ene
larging the atamic stockpile and upon improving Blec defenses, parti-
cularly against air attack. The “loc has also emphasized improvement
of the quality of existing units and developing and mershaling the
military strength of the Satellites,

29, The USSR maintains a large air defense syktem which not
only includes the forces assigned to the Soviet air defense organi-
zation (PVO-Strany) but also has available to it the active air
defense resources of the Army, tactical air forces, and Navy not
otherwise committed, as well as the passive defense resources of the
police and civilian orgenizations. The furopean Satellite and
Commnist Chinese air defensesadd to and are integrated with the
Soviet syctem. Despite xignificant imnrovements in the air defense
system, therc will probablj contime to be insufficient mmbers of
trained and experiended pilo“s and operators, modern radar, heavy AA
guns, and fighters designed specifically for all-weather interception
to provide defence for all important areas. ¥e e:timate that by mide
195 the numerical strength of the air defense forces will not change
substantially. However, the effectiveness of the air defenses will

improve through re-equipment and training,

-~13 -
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BLOC MILITARY CAPABILITIES

30, We estimate that the Bloc has the capability to
undertake concurrent large-scals operations in continental -
Eui'ope, the Iliddle East, and mainland Asia, The Bloc could
rapidly reinfaorce with Chinese Communist and Soviet forces the
Commnist forces now in Korea, and at the same time undertake
an invasion of Japan by Soviet torcesn

3. The Soviet forces now stationed in Eastern Ewrope
are in an advanced state of readiness for war and can attack
with little or no warning, However, {;he Bloc forces in Eastern
Europe would almost certainly require substantial reinforce-
mentslin Soviet ground and air forces before they could

sustain major offensive operations,

32, The USSR has the capability of undertaking sustained
air offensives against the UK, most of continental . Europe, most
of the lliddle Bast, and Japan, with the intensity of irdivi_d\ial 4
offensives varying according to the number of offensives under-
taken similtanecusly, It is also cepable of undertaking the
delivery oi’ its full stockpile of atomic weapons aga.ihst targets
in these areas and sgainst targets in the US and its overseas

bases,

T
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33, The Bloc air defense organization has the capability
for vigorous opposition to an air offensive apainst the prine
eipal Soviet centers, Ilowever, desplte mearked inprovements In
the Bloc air defense system (especially in the USSR, Eastern
Europe, and Ilanchuria), deficiencies will remain throughout
the period of this estimate,

3, The Bloc has the capability to launch short<haul
amphibious and airborne operations in the Baltic and Black
Seas, alopg the northern coast of Norway, and in the northern
Jepan Sea, and to launch limited amphibious and airborne

operations against Vestern Alaskaa-

35, The Soviet submarine forcs has the ¢apability to
undertake of fensive patrols ‘and mining o"p'e"i'ation's along moat
of the worldss strstegically vital sea lanes and, possibly,
simdtaneously to launch guided missile attacks against targets
on both the Atlaniic‘ and Pacific sesboards of the US, The
Soviet Ilaﬁ, including its air #rm‘, has the capability to lay
extensive minc fields to protect Sovict Satellite, and. Chinese
Communist harbors and sea rgntgs, to mine the waters and harbors
c'oi“ the Baltic, Black, North,_‘ md Japan Seas, and to harass sea

routes in these areas,

. - TOP SECRET . y
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3o The Chinese Commnist and North Korean capabilities
in Korea have increased substantially since the beginning of
the armistice negotiations, If the presemnt scale of operations
continues,; we beliove that these cgpabilities will gradually
improve during the period of this estimate, Communist grownd
forces in Korea have a high offensive potential and are cspable
of launching a major attack with little ngoy

37, Since the beginning of the Koresan war, the Communist
Alr Force in China, vhich is believed to be made up of Chinese
Communist, North Korean, and Soviet clements, has been built te
an Lipressive size, The jet fighter units in the Kore_asuanchuriaa
North China area are believed to be progressively improving, The
capabilities of the CAF in China will remain during the period
thruugh mi.d~1953' larpely limited to the air defense of North
Chlna; Manchuria, and North Korea unde:; conditions of good
visibility and to limited attacks against UN forces in Korea and
adjacent waters. llowever, we believe that by mid-195) the
capabilities of this air force to extend its offensive operations
beyond the present limited theater of operations will inerease
as a result of the introduction of an estimated 160 jet light bombers.

17 Yor more complete information on this subject, see NIE=55/1:
#Commmnist Cagahilities and Probable Courses of Action in Korea,"
(30 July 1952). : :

-
» 8 =

TOP SECRET

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100040002-1



‘Approved For Releeze 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100040002-1

TOP SECRET

We believe that the CAI" in China will continue to axpand gradually
during the period of this .estimate but will rcmain entirely
dependent upon the USSR for aireraft and equipment; spare parts,
and technical supervision, and almest entirely dependsnt upon

the USSR for aviation fuel and lubricants. Redeployment from

the llenchuria area would be neceasary for sustained air operations
arainst Talwan ard Southeast Asia,

38, During the period of this estimats, Soviet and/or
Chinese Commnist forccs in Asia will almout certainly continue
to have the capability of canducting the following operations
concurrentlys:

a: Overrunning Hong Kong, Uaceo, Indochinag
Burma, and Thailand if opposed only by

the forces concurrently in these areauy

b, Rapidiy reinforcing with Chinese Communist
and Soviet forces the Commnist forces now
in Korea, and at the same time of undertaking
an invasion of Japan by Soviet forces,

¢, Attacking Vestern shipping in the Pacific
by submarines and mines and by comducting

¥/ T Thiniese Communist invasion of Taiwan would almost certainly
fail if US naval and air forces romain availatle tc defend
Taivane

e
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air attacks and surf~ce raids a-ainst Viestern
bases and shipping in the western and northern

PSCiﬁc o

ELEMEITS OF DLOC POLITICAL VARFARE STRENGTH

39, Political warfare plays an unusually inportant role
for Commmists, who consider military warfare only an extension
of political warfare in their persistent campaign to underrine
.the strength of the non-Commnist world, Bloc political war-
fare techniques include political and economic pressure, diploe
matic actd.qn in the UN and elsewhere, propaganda and front
activities, the action of Communist Parties and Comminist Party
controlled trade unions outside the Bloc, sabotage, exploitation
of subversive and revclutionary movements and of civil wars, and
psycholoflcal warfare,

L0, The principal sources of strength upon which Bloc political
warfare capabilities are based consist of the Bloc's military
capabiliticsg the size, power, and centralized leadership of ths
Blocy Communist doctrineg and the Commmist international movement.

<« 38 =
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1. We estimate that there are now 20,000,000 Commmnist

Party members in the world, orgamdized into 72 national parties,
Most Party members live within the Bloc, but about 3,750,000

" are scattered throughout the non-Communist world, These figures
do not include the membership of the front organizations, trade
unions, etc., which the national Communist Parties influence or
control, The discipline and fervor of the Parties make them
far more effective than their size alone indicates,

42, To serve the interests of the Bloc, the national Come
munist Parties in non-Communist countries seek to exploit eco-
nomlcy, soclal, and nationalist grievances, to infiltrate gove
ernment agencies and institutions, to provide espionage agents
and saboteurs; to disseminate Bloc propaganda, to mobilize mass
éuppoft. for Bloc policies, to create pressure groups to influence
local policy to the advantage of the Bloc, and to infiltrate
and control trade unions and national lsbor organizations, They
have shomn particular skill in creating and controlling front
organizations.

-19-
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BLOC POLT TICAL WARFARE CAPABILITIES

13, Bloc political warfare is an important weapon which
will continue to constitute a serious danger to the non-Commnist
world throughout the period of this esztimate, The Commnists
and their allies will retain the capability to conduct undermining
attacks on established regimes, to exploit national rivalz'ies,
to ut:.lize ninority groups and splinter political parties,
and to caplitalize upon economic, political, and military difficulties,

Lk, Throughout Western Europe; the Commmist Parties since
19h6 have suffered severe losses both in membership and prestige.
However, the hard core of the Party has been preserved everywhers,
and in most countries the party continues to influence large

numbers of non-Commmnists, =~

"' LS, The capability of Western European Commmists to ' '~
conduct strikes for political plrposes has been sharply ves -
duced, Nevertheless, the Cormunists will retain at least limited
capabilities to intérfere with défense prod’uc‘bicno

b In the event of gsneral war, the Commmist parties would
conatn.tute a threat in Western Europe, eSpecially in France and

Italy, wiere large Communist parties and Comminist irade union

R ~ - TOP SECRET , o .
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strength are reinforced by well-trained Commmist quasiemilitary
organizations, Communist capabilities for espionage, industrial
Sabotage, terrorism, and attacks against transportation and
commnications facilities and military installations Would be
substantial,

Ii7. The 1ikelihood of an increase in Bloc political warfare
capabilities 1s greatest in unstable areas, such as Southeast
Asia, and parts of the Middle East and Africa, These areas will
continue to be particularly vulnerable to Bloc political warfare '
becauss of economic and social unrest, bitter racial and religious
antagonisms, sentiment against "Western irnperialism," and the
ineffective leadership of many existing governments.

L8, Within the Middle East, Bloc political warﬂare capabilities
are greatest in Irani"/ The Iranian situation contains so many
elements of instability that it is 1mpossible to estimate with
confidence fqr more than a few months, However, we believe that
throughout 1953 the Bloc agent in Iran, the Tudeh Party, is not
1likely to gain control of the govermment by infiltration or to
develop the strength to overthrow the National Front by coristit.utional

;ﬂ The estimates In This paragraph supercede the corresponding
. estimates made in NIE=! s "Probable Developments in Iran through
1953," (13 Wovenber 1952)9

o 21 =

TOP SECRET
Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100040002-1



"Approved For Relegge 20%%4)08/29E:TCIA-RDP79R01O;I.;-A002100040002-1

means or by force. Unexpocted events, such as a serious crop
failure or a split in the National Front as a result of

rivalry among its leaders, would increase Tudeh capabilities

greatly. If present trends in Iran continue unchecked beyond

the end of 1953, rising internal tensions and continued deterioration
of the economy and of the budgetary position of the government

are likely to lead to a breakdown of governmental guthority

and open the way for at least a gradual assumption of control by Tudeh.

49, We believe that during the period of this estimate Bloe
politicsl warfare capabilities in Southeast Asia will be largely
determined by the degree of military pressure which the Viet
Minh forces, with Commmist Chinese advice and military assistance,
bring to bear against the French snd the Associated States in
Indochina, While the odds now are against a decisive shift
in the political and military balance of forces in Indochiné;,
thisbalance might shift rapidly and adversely to Western interest,
A Comminist victory in Indochina would probably result in Commmnist
control; by force or accommodation, of most or all of the Southeast

Asian mainland countries, although not necessarily within the period
of this estimate.
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50. In India, Pakistan, and Ceylon, the Commnists will not
have sufficient strength seriously to challenge governmental authority
during the period of this estimate. However, they will be able
to intensify vocal opposition and strengthen their party organization,
If the Communist party of India should again emphasize the role
of viclenee, its popular support would probably diminish and the

government would almost certainly revive its earlier repressive

measures,
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2. We estimate that during the period of this estimate
the Communists will not be able to establish a Communist povern-
ment anywhere in Latin America either hy constituticnal process
or by revolution. In Cuatemala, the only country in Latin
America where Communists have power within the govermment, they
are likely to maintain and may even increase their influence.
in a11 rﬁajor Latin American countries, the Communists will retain
a subgtantial capability for sabotage, for spreading 3loc propa-
ganda, and f9r stinulating anti—-American'sentiment in nationalist,
intellectual, and organized labor groups.
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NATURE OF THE EVIDENCE AVAILABIE FOR
ESTIMATES OF BLOC ARMED STRENGTH

The estimates of Bloc armed strength are based on information available
as of 1 December 1952.

&, G-2 camment on the nature of the evidence avallable for estimates
of Bloc ground force strength:

The egtimmtesn of stremgth of the Soviet and Satellite ground
forces are beliove” to be of a fairly high order of reliability.
These estimates are median figures; the strength of these ground
foreces varleg during the year as clssses ure inducted and dis-
charged. The Soviet, Satellite, North Korean, and Viet Minh divis-
jon figures are of a high order of reliability. Intelligence on
the strength of the ground forces of Communist China is fragile.

b. AFOIN comment on the nature of the evidence availsble for estimates
of Bloc alr force strength:

Estimates of Soviet air strength are derived from intelligence
which 1s considered of acceptable reliability, but collection
coverage is Incomplete. Egtimates of over-all size and composition
of Soviet Air Forces are derived from identification of individual
units end estimated Table of Organlzation and Equipment strengths
authorized for the various types of air regiments. Current
estimates of jet fighter and medium bomber strength are considered
reagonably valid. While aircraft count data are limited, they
support an estimate that the current average levels of actual
strength for the various types of aircraft emount to the following
percentages of authorized TO & E strength: for jet fighters,
80 - 85 percent; for piston medium bombers, 75 « 80 percent; and
for all other types of aircraft, 90 = 95 percent,

e. ONI comment on the nature of the evidence available for estimates
of Bloe naval strength:

Evidence confirming the existence of the major surface vessels
is flrm and accurate. Identificetion of individusl ships as to
namne and pennant number has been supported by evidence from a
nunber of sowrces. Reliable evidence confirms the existence of
86 percent of the submarines and supports the existence of the
remainder. Evidence regarding the naval construction program is
congidered firm and accurate.
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