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SUBJECT: WiB.6/ (Payt T): BSOVIET BLOC CAPABILITIES, THROUGH
MID-1953 (For consileration by the Boawd)

THE PROBIEM

To estimate Sovist Blos capabhilities for political ard
rilitary warfare, through nld~-1953,
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FACPORS ARFECTING BLOC GAPARILITIES
I. JRTERNAL POLITICAL FACTORS
A, Tho USSR
1. The Soviet rogime is securely entranched in power,
and there is no apperent proapest of its oomtrol being threatened
or gbaleen,

2. Stalin vill alwost certalnly remain uniisputed
Soviet yulex through the pariod of thie estimato, provided hs
remaing in good health. Thers probably have been dlssgrosments
on mjer poliey matiers within the Politburc ard rivelry for
Stalin's favor and for positloms of adwantage after Stelin's
death, Howaver, it is most wnlikely that, within the perled of
this estimste, those rivalries and disegrecments will have any
gerious offect upon the apparent wnity and resclution of the
Politburo,

3. The Commmist Pexiy of the USSR yemalns the prin-
oipal Poundation of authority and irstrument of yule., Ita
losderahip, orgenization, and diseipline are apparently a3 fiwm
as in the past, Although there my be stresses within the Bcﬁ-
mmist Party and between the Commemist Party, the Secret Salica,
and the Sovlet armed forcss, there 18 no evidense that those
do now or will, within the period of this estimate, consiituis
serious problems for the vegime, Moreover, it i1s probable that
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the undty of the ruling groups would increase if the reglus vers
subjected to lvoreassed axbernel pressure,

L. Tho regims's control over ell activity within the
USSR rewains thorough and opparently effective, Currenmt intornal
gtrovges ond strains - such os the dlesatisfuoction of soms of
tho natiomal mdnozities, the veclistance of the peasents to recend
agriciltural programs, and dissatisfaction among lavge munbers of
the population over low living standards end over the sevesity of
police controls — appesy less serdous than at any ¢ime slace the
early 1930%., Momouvar, the effectivensss of the regime’e cunbrol
ovey the Soviet popmlatdon will almost certainly inorease whrough-
out the pericd of this estimtbe,

5. The years of isolation and mminatiaﬁ and the
ourrent campaten %o insti)l hostility townrd the West have almost
certainly reduced the rosexrvoir of adwiration for the Wost and of
frlendship for the US,

6. The arcas added %o the USSR sincs 1939 have beon of-
fectively integrated Into the Soviet system., Iocnl resistancs
to Soviet acquisitilon ard to Sovlebt policy has been systematleally
erushed and eliminated, The sconomic, political, and domogranhin
reovrganizations of thopge sreas have weakensd the foundations for
opposition to Soviet mle and howe created machinery for ensuring
contivued Soviel control and dirseiion,
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7. Tho death of Stalin would be a sarious sheck to the
Soviet reglme, Fowsver, thore is no evidence to indiento that
the immediate transfeyr of authority to emother lsader or to s
grovp would not be effacted quiotly and pemcefully., The Comme.
nist Porty of the USSR, tho Secret Police, and the Scviet armed
forces would slmost certainly rally behind the now lesdershilp,
at least initially. Throughout the period of this estimats, the
foreign and domestic pollcies of the new leadership would 2lnost
cortainly follow thoge ostablirhed during recent years. Discord
within the Politburo end botueen the Commnist Party, the Sscret
Polics, and the Soviet armed forces might devolop after the
first fou mombhs, but probable prior arrangements, Commmist qls-
cipling, and fear of "foreign attack" would almost certainly pre-
vout eny dlscord from developing to the polnt of open conflict,
at least within the reriod of this astimate,

8, Soviet comtrol of the Satellites would probebly not
be sericusly cffocted by the death of 8Stelin, Soviet relations
with Commmist Chins after Stalin's death would probably not
deteriorate maxrkedly, at least Initially. Soviet control aover
the international Commumist movement would probably decline come-
vhat after Stalin's deeth, and conmbinwed Soviet comtrol ovar thia
moveront would depend to a lorge degree upon the wmity and reso-
lution displayed by Stalin's successors,
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B. Tho Satollitenl/
9. Soviet control over the Satellites is virtually com-
plete, It ensures the subsorvicnsse ard reldability of the gov-
erninents and continued Soviet ecoromic and military benefit from

the aren,

10. The Krenlin has maintained and will enlarge its
suthority over the Satellites through the skillful and experi-
encad use of police and militery powsr and thvough politieal,
aconowmiec, end ideologlcnl weans,

&, The Kremlin bas already decapltated and pul-
verized the old political perties and opposition groups,
bub the popular disvontent nov current In each Satel..
1ike will persist avd perbaps increase,

b. The Erenlin in tho past has shown such siill
and vesolution in dealing with unvest and in discovering
and obliterating hostile foroces that wo estimate thad
no issve will develop into more than a misance or
impediment upon the Commmist program within the perded
of this esgtimate,

1/ Por more complete information on this subject, see mss
Sovioh Control of the ]

of mmmmw
ildtery Contpibut, owwm&.&mmum
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e. Tho elimination of ell but trusted St.aiinisﬁs
from the Commmdst hiererchies hes been almost coupleted,
"Cleaneing® of Comumist vegims, howsver, is o per-
petual process, and there will contimus to be puvrges
within the Communist Parties, governments, armsd forces,
snd polioce forees of each of the Satellites.

d. The subservienco of tho Setellites will be
guarantesd by prosent Sovist authordity, Soviet forces
stationed wlthin thoso countrdes or along thelr borders,
Soviet eontrol over the local Communiet Partles, tho
power of Sovist advisors end misslons in the Sataliite
governments, Soviet economic and military controls, the
rigormxs education and training programs, and caleu-
Inted uge of terror to creste the sense of isolabion,
hopelessness, and physical and moval fear among the
Stellite pooples.

1i. A rapdd collsctivization of sgrisulture would almost
cartainly provoke strong reslgtonce awl a&vmély affeot agri-
culturel produetion in the Sabsllites for some time, but it would
probably not shoke Sovist coutrol over the Satellites. Although
colloctivizution is fundamental to Stalinist philesophy, it has
been proceeding very slovly in the Satellites, and the rabte is
not likoly o be inoreased signlficently during the perlod of
this estimate,

-6~
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C. Commast Ching
12, The Chinese Comemniet regime hes firm control over
minland China, and there iz little prospsct of its osuntrol beling
throstewsd or sheken by domostic foroes within the peried of this
estimnte,

13, The Chinose Commvnizts have stecdily imtensifiaed
thelr control since 1949, Mlitsry end police power have ricyed
the dominant role in this developmwent. Howsver, the regime
benefited initially fyrom the oonsiderable populasr support it de-
rived from the restoration of order and of fimancial stability
and from the promise it gave of new power and prestige for Clina,
In addition, the reglime has besn strengthened by the Koreex War,
- which increased the naticnalistic appeal of the regime, provided
an appevent Justification for the imereased centralization of
suthordty, and gove China a dramstic £3114p vith the early Scm~
amist trlugphs mm- the "mpericlistic West "

14, However, the Foreen War has also increased the rumber
and eomplexity of the problems faclng the Chinese Commmist ro-
#ms, The postponement of the domestic reconstruction progran,
;iahe conpentration of humsn and materisl rescurces upon the war,
and the oonsequent austerity, high toxes, forced levies, ani
. shorbtages have undermined soms of the initiel popular enthusissm,

w T o
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Housver, popular disillusion will almost certainly have 1itile
effect upon tho regime, which has already crushed and slimivmied
nost oppesitlon amd potentisl opposition forces and which hns
nsed tarror ruthlsesly and offectively Yo frighten and demuaiize
the Chineso people.

15, The economic burdsn of the Korean War has strafned
the Chincse ecmom; despite svbgtantial Soviet mdlitary aida, |
Chiness governmant expenditures probably doublss in 1951 ower
1950, Yestern trade resirictions have deprived Commmist Chdva
of acvess Lo the resources of the non-lommmist world, Ths
strain upon the productive plant, partiovlarly the rallroads nnd
the energy rescuroes, has boeen very severe, Nevortheleas, ths
Chinese Cormmists probably have the econcilo ecapabdlity to sup.-
port their present wvar effort st ite current level for at loauh
& yeor and at o lover lavel for the foresacabls futurs, even with-
cut oonbimusd Joviet aseistancs,

D, Sino-Sovist Relabionad/

16, Commmiet China is not novw a Satellite, althourh ap-

parently it hos voluntarily oocepted o political position sub-

1/ I"w more eomplute infagmtion on t.his aub?ect, ses NIE-"»B
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crdinate to that of the USSR in the intermational Commmnist move-
want, The Eromlin bas not been able to uso the Soviet Army and
the military, political, ecomomic, and idevloglenl controls which
it obhalned in other areas from Soviet occupation to enswure Xrsmiin
authority in China, becouse the éonqa:egt of China was aclﬂe'mi by
the Chinese Commmlsts thomselves., The Chinese Commmist regime
retains to a great degree the capacity to pursue its own domssiio
apd foreign policies amd to influence Soviet courses of actiorn In
the Far Fhst.

17. The current Chinese Commmnist stetus iu the Sovlel
Bloc implies that Commmist China iz willing to make at lessl a
temporary adjustment of its rational Interests which are incompat-
ible with thogse of the USSR, to submerpe any fears it moy have of
Soviet expension, and to substitute a joint Sino-Soviet effort o
drive the Vest from Asia for Chinn's traditionnl policy of pleying
foreign powers against one another, It probebly also indicates
that the Chinese Commmist leaders estimate that elose Sinc.Scwiat
collaborstion will ensure Chinese security from Western counter-
action and will provide the scomomic and military aid nscessary
for establishing China es a great power, without at the same times
destroying China's independencs,

13, On the Xramlin side, the Chiness Commmist status
implies that the Kremlin recoinizes thet Covmminist China possesses

=1 g -l
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the determdnation and to a great degree tho capacity to pursae

ite oun interests, Morcover, the current relationship provides
the Kremlin both an epportunity to extend Commmist prestips and
control in Asia and the hops of ultimate Soviet dominmation of Soime
mdst Chine through subversion, through the economie and mili-
tary dependemce of China upom the USSR, and through Soviet pressure
upon the borderlands,

19, Vo belleve that the current Sino-Soviet relaticasiaip
will probebly remain relatively comstant throughout the peried of
this estimmte. The two states have o common ideology, have desig-
nated the Wesl, particularly the US, as the commom enemy, In ad-
dition, neither state now has the capabiliiy of altering the
current relaticnship to its advantage without great cost and gmvé
risks. A Chinese Commmnist offort unilaterally to revise the
relationship or o leave the Bloc would result in tho gessation of
Sovlet coonomic and mdlitory aid end support, sericus dissension
within the Chinese Commmist Party and armed Porces, loss of border
areas 4o the USSR, and perhaps an armed eonflict with the USSR.
Similarly, o Kremlin effort 4o reduce sharply the status of Cow
mmist China within the Bloc or to ignore Chiness Commmist inevests
in the Far East would reduce, if not destroy; Soviet inflnence avd
prestige in China, divide and confuse the imtermational Commmist
movemenst, and perhaps leed to armed conflict with Communist Chins.
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II. CCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL FAGTCRS

20, The USSR 45 engaged in a largo-scals research and
development program, Thia includes both pure and applied rasearch
i1 almost every field of military application, end concentratus
sspeoially upon atomiec energy, electronics, jet alreraft, and
guidad missilen,

21, The Soviet effort in sclence is revealed by the
grouth of the muwber of people engegad in research and in fecching
selence in the higher educational institutions fyonm 30,000 in
1930 te 150,000 in 1950, '.I:‘he USSR now has a supply of scientifie-
toechnical manpower numericelly comparzble to that of the US, This
insrease in Soviet selentific-<technicsl manpouor resourees ctn-
stitutes o major contaibution to Soviel potential strength,

22, The USSR stil11 bemefits heavily from the notatle
Ruseian scilentific tradition which it inherited, and men trained
in pre-Revelutionary Rugssis retain an imortamefarom; of pro-
portion to their mumber., During the period of repid expensicn
in the early 1930's, many incompstent and insdequately trained
peopla becans members of the USSR's sclentific and teehmicsl corps.
Stendards of most higher edueationnl institutions in most solen-
tific fields now generally approximate those of selontific
faculties in moot Western comtries, and the proportion of modi-
core and incompotent people within the Soviet scientific and
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techndcal corps has probably decreased, particularly in the sost
recont yoars, Cotmunist leaders have made attecks upon muwceous
theordes in phyoics, chemistry, and biology, but thers is mo
evidence that ideology has been permitted to hamper developmonts
directly affecting mdlitary capabilities, |

23, The USSR in 1945 lagged far bebind the other miiitery
povers in the application of sclence to military capobilities, In
its efforts to overcome 1ts industrisl backwrdness and to rocover
from the emphasis 1t placed throughout the 1938-1945 periosd vpon
conventtional weapons, the USSR has profited heavily from the ex-
parience and aid of other Industrlsl states, Throughout Werid
War II and in the years immedintely following the wor, ths 'SR
received wany kinds of new Allied equipment and mueh advanced
Allied seclentific deta, During the war, the USSR ecaptured mich
equipment from the Gexrmone. Sincs 1945, the USSR has controiled
the seientific manpower and rosearch facilities of Mnatern Burope,
Moreover, sinee the wor, tho USSR has benefited considerably
from thorough exploitation of scientifie datn published in the
West and from sueccessful scplomnge, especially in the field of
atomic energy.

2/, The expension and improvenant of Soviet science
and teclnology have reduced Soviet reliance upon foreign knovledge.

(«.‘312-)

Approved For Release 2005&%2&@%RDP79R01 012A002100010001-5



25X1
25X1

25X1

"

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP79R0101 2&021 00010001-5

TOP SECRET

Soviet achiovements in atonle energy, aireraft design and pro-
duetion, olectronics, and other military fields testify con-
eretoly to the magnitude of the contribution made by Soviet
selence and technology to Bloe capabdlities,

a, Atomie Wespons, E‘Bhe\USSR is pow believed
ecapable of quantity production of iranium-235 and
plutonivm for the manufacture of effective atowdic
weapons, Howsver, we do nobt believe that the USSR
1Al) be able to develeop and produce a thermonuclesr
weapon within the poriod of this estimnte, We esti-

mbe that the USSR anow hos a stockpile of

b. Alreraft. The notaebls post-var achievements
of the Soviet alreraft industyy are based upon very
high quality research and development In o nurber of
related scientific and technicol fields and upon
gtesdily improving production techniques. The ap-

poarance In 1948 of the MIG-15 jet fighter, the sub- .

ssquent moss production of this aircraft|

and tha performnce dato from Kerea ail

attest to the capobility of Sovist airceraft solence-
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tecsknology,. The MIG.15 will probably be retained as the
standexd fighter through mid-1953;, bub we bolleve thal
algnificaut Improvensnts in porformuse will csouw by

that dote.

T’HO t’&ﬂ!&-—ﬁ&'ﬁ )

gtraight-wingad 1light bonbers, the IL-28, and the

Type 35, which are already in opsraotiomal use, will nle
mogt cortainly wonztitubts standord Soviet equipment Ly
wid~-1953,

e. Electronies. The USSR has achieved moxked
progress in the ficld of elestronies siwnce the snd of
Wordd War TI, The Soviet elestronics Injustry is 1w
copable of indeperdont rescarch and developmend, ale
though 4t will cortainly contimme to adopt and expleld
Hostexrn discoverdes. Fubure Scviet progress will Je-
pend mors upon Soviod policy decdsions concexning tho
allocation of resocurees for production of electrounie
equipment thon upon Scoviet selentifie and technicnl
capabilities. Soviet ability to develop and 4o yrodise
incrensed quantitics of effective airborne Jnbtersepl on
ogudpment, Impeoved early worning, ground control infere

- 14 -
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caption, ard blind bhombing raodars, and sffsctive fire
control rudar and dirvectors hms incrensed Soviet mili-
tary capabilities considerably. We ostimate that this

equipment will incroase in quantity and quality during

the pariod of this satimate,

d. Guided Masiles. Soviet resesych and develop-
ment in gulded misailes also demonstrate Soviet eapu~
billty for fully exploiting Western ideas, techniques.
proceases, and equirment. Vith the sld of Gewrman
anginsers and labor, the USSR hos developed a sudded

missile program based upon Germon waybtime designs,

While no guided missiles are known to be operational,
wo estimate that the USSR is developing and produsing
copies of the German V-1 with improved accuracy and
moderately improved range-speed characteristics. The
data available on the Soviet gulded missile program
is old and fymgmentary, Houwever, we estimate that by
nld-1953 the USSR mry deovelop and produce:

1. Swrfuce-to-air missiles effective agains?
platon airoraft and with limited capabilities against
resently envissged atomie veapon—varrying aireratt.

- 16

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100010001-5

TOP SECRET

25X1



¥

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100010001-5
-’ -
TOP SEGRET

2. An infrared homlng mizslle for use ogainst
all sontemplated borber types.

| 3. Iimited ouantities of all-woather air-tiw-
surface missiles, wlth ranges of approximately 10 neuatical
milen,

o, Chamical Worfays. The USSR, which hes an ad-
vonoed chemisal industry and which hoo hod German koow-
ledge and equipment avallable sines 1945, lLas inmtensified
research upon chendenl wmxfare sgerds, protective itowms,
and dissemination technicques. It probobly has bheen pro-
duedng s norve gas sinea late 1949, avd it probably wiil
have o significant stovkpile by mid-1953, Moveowesr, i7
cwrrent pllot oporations ars succeasful, the USSR wilil ba

able to begin producilon of a second nerve gas by mid-
1953.

TII, ECONCMIC FACTORS
A. Owrrent Status of the Bloe Foonomy
25, The economy of the USSR had recovered its pre-
wir lovel of total production by 1948 and hod surpassed that Lowel
by about 25 percent by the end of 1951, Moreover, it is comti:urng
‘o expand at a rapld, although somswhat diminishing rate. The rate
of pconomic expansion in the USSR is rapid compayed with thoih of

e 16‘
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wost obher advonced industrial states. For example, during

the yeors from 1949 through 1951, the US and the USSR have

both showum approximmtely the sume average ammnl rote of growth -
almost 7 pereert -~ in grosms nabional produets

26, The USSR since 19/8 has armunlly assigned shout
one-fonrth of 1tas gross natiomel product to investment, ever
though it has simltansously maintained a large military estab-
lishhent, seccurmlated sbtrotegle reserves and inventorles of rdli-
tary end items, and slowly rodsed the Soviet ctandavd of living
from the war-time level, Soviet capital development has corbinued
to emphasize those industries which constitute the base both for
farther industrinl growth and for direct military productior:,

48 o oonsequence, the Soviet econony iz hiphly mobilized stra-
tegically., It 1o mobilized for the twin contingencies of hog-
t111ties within the foressenble future as well as for the lung-
term noed to tnild an economie base for ultimnte operations
agningt the West. The pursuit of both of these objectives simml-
tangously means that each places some limitation upon the ac-~
complishment thot might otherwise be possible for the other.

27. The USSR from 1945 through 1950 concentrated

upen improving the quality of its mildtary equipment, perticu-
larly tanis, jet aireraft; electronic equipment, submoarines,

-17 -
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end long-ronge alveraft. At the same time, it proguced
anmplly about cre-Lif'th as meh nilitary equipment as 4%
produsad in 1944, 1ts wmetine pack, As o consoguence, its
cperational stocks of milltavy end-items are exiramely high,
Froguotion of convertioval militory equipment inoressed oniy
alightly in 1951, but plamied drect expenditures for militsry
proguction in 1952 incrensed sharply over thoge of 1951, Tae
comparetive stability in production rates of conventiornl
arparents and the rdsinmg budget allocations for the armed
foreos sugpest that a considersbls part of thoe cwrrent Scyist
rilitery production affort is directed towsrd research, the
dovelopmant of prototypes, and some conversion of production
facllities to the cutput of neuly developsd military items,

w 18 -
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Fighh&r P Jet 8;500
Fightér, Pleton 31,000
Groumd, Abtock, Jet 200
Ground Attnck, Platom 5,806
Iight Bomber, Jet 800
Light Borbexr, Pisten 9,100
Meddwn Bombex, Job 20
Madiwe Borbex, Piston 200
Heavy Bember, Piston 0
Transport, Hedium 20
Transport, Iight 2,500
Reconnaisonnce, Job 150
Rssonmissance, Plston 950
Hiscollaneous 3,500

Totol 43,440

fgmersed ety Vehicleg

Cuag, Sslf-mopailaa 18,600

Teoaks 22,400

Aridllary (75m exd up) 101,725

Hortars (31rm and up) 78,000
=19 =

R

55,29
14,350
75303
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28, The Kyerdin places o hgh priority upon
stoelpiling voserves, mfb only of miiftory end-iters Wub of
food and mterdals needed for operation of the sCONOCY wWiay
wurtine conditiens. Ia addition to the operctional rescrvss
vhich every imdustricl system meintains, most Sovist factoriss
mintaln "umbouchable mobilization reserves” of ruw raterdal
ond equipment for contiweing production in exdisss and for coi-
version to war production. However, stooks hold in regionnd.
asga depots constitute the core of the ruserve rropran,  Verr
1ittle ovidence is amilable comowridng the aize of ourrest
Sovict stockpiles, bubt wo cstimnte that thay cmount in walins
to on average of about 5 porcent of 1952 Soviet produetion of
the stoekpdled items,

29. The Soviei ecownmy tns been stwengthensd iy
the acquisition of the reswumces, peodustive capncdtion, wuwd
potentinl industrial power of the Satellites. OF currant toial
3loe production; for smmple, the Satellites contribute ap-
praﬂmtely 60 pepvant of tho wronium ores and congentrates
49 percent of the voal, 29 pervent of the alectric nover, 22
percentt of the steel, 26 purcent of the sulphrris acid, and 1L
percent of the copper. In the enpineering industrdes, the
Sntellites produce an imporiant proportion of a mudor of ftens
eritical vithin the Bloc: 42 parca?{at of totul Bloo mreduction
of electric motors nnd genawators, 44 pareent of elecironic
tubes, and 19 parcent of aniifriction bacyings.

9 26 e
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30. PForth Korea snd Comminist China on a strictly
economic balance are liabilities to the USSR. 1In 1951, ship-~
ments from the USSR and the Satellites to Commumnist China,
amounting to about $1,000,000,000, consisted primarily of mil-
itary equipment and supplies. Chinese Commumnist requirements
do not now constitute a significant drain upon Bloc resources,
and limitations imposed by fransportation facillities ensure theti
present traffie will not increase substantially. Military eguip-
ment fof the Korean wa: and for equ'pping the Chinese armies it
probably supplied from large Soviet inventories. The economic
goods provided, while important to Chins, represent a very minc-
fraction of total Bloc production and supply.

B. Bloc Economic Capabilities

31. Under continued cold wer conditions, the Bloc
clearly has the capability of expanding its industrial base,
of increasing military production, and st the same time of sup-
porting large-scale politicsl warfare. 1In addition, the USSR
has a limifed economlc eapability to increase its trade with
Western European and Middle Eastern states. The diversion of
some Bloc resources -- such as Polish coal or Soviet cosarse
gralns -- to international trade might hamper somewhat the Bloc's
industrial and military programs. On the other hand, we esti-
mate that this trade would constitute an important political
warfare vespon and might also obtain for the Bloec critical equin-
ment and materisls now difficult or impossible for it to obtain.

- 21 -
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32. Ths Bloc mﬁsﬂmﬁ the eoonomic sapebility of
supperting exponded mdlitary operations in Kores apd Indoehirn,
Transportation facilitiss, agspeciolly within Mhnohurds, not cone
stitute the mjor economic limitation upon Soviet support of
large-scale millinyy opsretions in the Far Easb, However, the
USSR 1s attempling to reduco this limitation by expanding in.
vertorlss of heovy equiprent in the Far Fast amd by dwalupizé;g
amweredtion ond 1ght oxws plamts dn Memohurda and Novkh Chiwm,

) 33, The USSH gunorally bas productive foedlitise
adequate move than to doubls ite current production of militery
wmd items, but 1t would requdre a long mobilisetion period %o
mlloeatg ita labor fores and to shift rescurces. Moreower,
ove should not assums that the USSR con in fact Incresss it TAGew
duotion of all military end Jtems %o the maximm estiratod o
reaity. The prineipel limiting foshor will probably be re-
strietions upon Soviet ability to divert resourves from invosoant
and from consumption 40 direct military production, Conaummyytion
{ineluding the personnl eonsuption of the military forces)
cmmbsdtoabmxtiﬂpmmofthemammmm\in
1944, It is unlikely that the Kremlin will be able to reducs this
shars (now 54 peveert) much below the 1944 level, which wns below
the level renched by sny other bﬂﬁgerent.y

Y Consunption amoumind to 70 percent of the U8 : 3o S
Froduct in 1949 and to elmost 63 pavoert in 1951

w22 -
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34, Under contimsd cold wor conditions, wo estimta
that the Soviet groes nstiornl produet eculd by mid-1953 reanh
115 pereent of the 1951 level, If ndlitary production wm}im
l%schimd%pmsnhofmviatmmtmmm, s 1%
did in 1944, 1t world be aprreximately 2.3 times as graot as in
1951 andl more than tuies as great as Soviet militoary m‘odmi‘,ivm
plus net gatns from abrond (noluding Yend-Lease) in 1044,

35. Although the Soviet ecomomy in batter repd
o suppord a mojor wer offort then 1t was in 1940, ocertain sxlorert
teficlencios remnin vhich wuld probebly beecme mogreasivaly
serious during a long war, Although vesent evidence indionter that
incrensed production of the mterials and equdpment most eritical
in the Soviet economy has reducod the sevenrity of the shortages,
precision instruwents, hooringe, avistion gasoline, and forvo.-
aJJ.qya remdn in Insufficient supply for a mjor war effort. llre-
cver, the Soviet ecornony iz dependent upon a rail systen which 4s
nelther modern vor efficient. Tho Soviet etrotegie stoelpllie oo~
gram and the Sw:lat“aw w0 establish awbonomous economic
ﬂgﬁonsmdmi@adinmmmlmthemmystmmmntm
tmpo;tation systen avd to minimize the effect which could bte
peaduced by the vollopee or Jestruction of ports of the yallvesd
systam, However, Soviet stookpiles in an swergency eould not last
more than o few wonthe, ond the economic irdspemdenca of the

-3 -
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various roglens con nover be obinined. For example, even nayw
the Mooeow veglon lupowts o1l of Its hord ooal and sevan-olrhing
of ita refined ofl, Leningrad all its ccal, the Easi Volgn yepion
four-fifths of ite coal, ond the Urals nll thelr coldng coal.

Iv, ESTIMATED BLOC MILITARY mﬁy
A. Sumsey

36. We estimate thnt the Bloc arwed forcas now total
approximtely 10,000,000 men (including sserxdity forces), av
estirated authorized strength of 23,480 aircraft, including
6,719 jet fighters and 800 modims bombers, ond large viooks of
conventionul weapons end squipment. As & copsequence, the Bics
now posseases a signdflcont quantitative superiority over the
Usetern pouvers in mdlitery power and in convenbional ground ami

alr orpament,

37, Ve sstimate thot by mid-1953 Bloe axmad forves
will grow to approwivetely 10,350,000 men {(including esaucity
forces) and an egtimsted authorized strength of 25,000 airerafi,
including 9,950 jet fighters and 1,200 medium bovbers, We He-
liavs that the mmed‘ foroer of the Dloc will remain relativeiy
constant in sige during the period of this estimte, Howowve:,

1/ ggg & more thorough anmaiyais of Bloo military strength, ses
A.

o 2& s
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the over-all ground and alr strengbh of the Bloos will probebly

incrense sonsidersbly during the perded of this estimate becouse

of progrosvive mdernivation and standardization of waspons e

equipment, the intensivo training program, the grouth of the

Soviet atvomic woapon atoclpile, snd the Inoressed combab efficicney

of the Satellite armies,

38, With the exception of the Satellite armsd favecs,
which have grown rapidly throughout the pagt two yoawrs, the arnsd
~ foress of the Bloo hawve yemnined relatively constant in oize.
Hoxeovew, although the atomie stockpllo aprerently hos the first
Soviet priority, the principel eophases in the Bloo military af
fort have bosr upon improvicg Bloo defenses, partionlarly sgninst
alr attack, improving the quality of exdsting wnlts and doveloping
and marshaling the military strength of the Satellites,

B, USSR |

39. The armed foxues of the USSR, whloh comutituie the
core of Bloc military pover, will elmost certadnly intressze in
military strength through mid~1953, If general war doss nob
osour; we balieve that Soviet ground forces will remin at oy
proximately theix present strength, 2,500,000 troops organizcs
into 175 line diviaions (of which 105 sre »ifle, 40 mechawiucg,
25 terk, ard 5 cavaliy), 20 artillery divisions, and 25 anti-.
alroratl artillery divislons, Ths armamevt, mobility, amd copa-
bility of these forves for sustolned combat will ecntimue To
Srprove,
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ZJ_L Wo estimte that the Soviet Afr Forces hawe an
authorized strength of some 20,000 alroraft, aluost half of
which ave figmars.y In 23aitdon, we eatimete that the Soviet
stockpile of military aircraft is approximately equal in size
to the aivereft in widts, bub inferdor in quality, Although the
size of the total air establishment is not Likely to chanse ap-
reeiably through mld-1953, a significant increase in ower-oll
oparational efficlency will result as comversicenm to jet Pighters
and boubars progresses,

4l., lore than half of the Soviet fighters are now jeis.
There are indlcations that the USSR has ceasad production of
pistom-engingd fighters and is produoing only a fou plston-
engined bonbers, Two light jet bowbers ave in produstion, ond
sevoral hmdred of one, the II.28, are in operational use. Ue
estimte that Soviet Iong Rauge aviatdon, wiich now has an esti-
rated euthorized strength of 800 TU-4's, i)l kave about 1,200
by mid-1953, Soviet defemse against strateglo adr attack,
rapldly imroved during the past year, will probsbly be
strengthenad further by improved Sovist elsectromisc eguipment:

1/ We belleve that actunl strength of Soviet air units
averages 85 percent of estimated authorised strength,

—26-
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and by the developmant and produstion of improved imberceptor
gireraft and anti-alveraft equipment. Howewar, It will remadin
incapeble of providing adequate protection against alr sttecl,

42, Vo astimato thot the Soviet Navy now hns a totel
of 140 mjor eurfaco vessels, including 3 old battleships, 1€
eruisers of various ages, and 118 desiroyers, Im eddition, ue
ectimbe that there are 370 mimarines, of vidch 104 are long-
range orufsing types with a coubat radius of 6,000 n=utical
miles, The submarine force, already the largest in the world,
vill poee o greater threst o allied sea commmications bevavse
of the construction of aun estimated 20 long-axange axd 30 coastal
submarines within the pericd of this estimate, Bloe nawal de~
fenses i1l be strengthened by the construction of additional
erulsers and destroyers. Howsver, the Soviet Navy will comtious
o lack a cayrier air foreo, mstofitsswfmshipswillm—
min outmoded, and most of its persomel will lack extensivs
oparational) experiencs, |

C, Setelltes

43, The Satellite aymies now have an esbimabed 1,155,000
troops orgardzed inte 69 line alvisioms {of which %6 are rifls,
9 mechanised, and /4 tank), 3 artillery divisions, 6 anti-aiscrafi
divisions, and warious indspendent brigades and regiments, Tihs
Satellite seourity forces constitute an sdditionel forco of ai

“"27"’
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leant 232,000 troops, Shtellite ground forces are growing in
strength and quality at a steady pace, We estimate that by
»id-1953 they will probably dotel 1,555,000 men, organized iato
112 line divisions, Ineluding 300,000 Eagt German troops o~
ganized into 24 divisions., These forces will vemaln generally
dspsndent upon Soviet loglsticel support.

44, Sovist re-amuipplng and training of the Satellite
armise and al» forees should yaise their conbat efficlency.
though nob to the level of the Soviet forces. The offensive
capabilition of the Satellite aly forces will remin negligibla,
Although the air defouse capebilitics of the Satellites will
improve, ﬂwyzdllmtbee.&equateﬁoasm subgbantial pro-
teotion for alr attack, Sotellite forces already constitute o
substantial agattion $o Soviet military etrength in Buvops. If
they adwvance along the linos projected by the Kremlin, they will
offset, at lsast in part, the growth of Western strength in
Burope.

D. Commpdst China

45, The Chinese Commmist Field Forces now mmber
about 2,250,000 trcops organized into 69 armiss and 227 divisions,
of which 11 are artillery, 6 cavalry, and 4 armored., Commmist
Chine has enormous manpower roserves, but a sevore shortage of
equipment limtts the Commmnist capabdlity for mobiliging tids wane

/
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power for mlitary service, The capabdlities of the Chivess
Commmist forces will almost sertainly oontimue to improve, if
Soviet asssistonce is malntoined.

46, The morale avd coubab efﬁcismyofthe Chineas
Oormmist soldier sre high, Combat offectivensss will continue
to be 1imited ty the heterogensity of the weapons and equipment,
deflolenciss in beavy weapons, equipment, and treining, and lack
of supporting services,

47, Kthough the Chinese Commmist Adr Force bas in-
eronsed In alroraft strength from 500 in Jups, 1931, to en eeil-
mated 1,800 in July, 1952, the contst efflclenay of this fores
doss not oorrespond to the mimerical strength, Pllot proficiency
and alrorastt mintemanes are balow the standards of the USSR and
of the U3, With sadfitional training, combat experience, ard
Soviet support, the capabilities of this force will elwost cev-
tainly contimue to increase.

B, Horth Foren

48, Wo estimate that the North Korean Arty now toials
256,000 men, organized into 17 »ifle divieions, 1 armeed di-
vision, 1 mschanized division, and 4 mochanized artillery tori-
gadea, Recant evidence indicates that the past twelve momtis
have been used to reburn the standerds of treining and equipmsont

- 29 -
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to tho 1950 lovel, Rigls disolpline, experfenced leadership,
ond Soviot staff advice will give the North Foreans a genarsl
overall combat effiolency rating of from falr to good, but
thege troops will probebly not approach the Chinese Communiet
Aywy in oombat effectiveneas,

F. Vgt My

, 49. Uo estimte that the Viet Minh mllitary forees con-
eist of & regulsr army of 130,000, organized into 6 infanixy
atvistens, 1 artillery aivieitn, and mumercus independent for-
matdons, 70,000 reglonal troops, and 100,000 poorly armed ir-
rogilars, The coubat efficienay of the pegular Viet Minh forces
s nongidersd good by the stanjards of that area of the world,
and movale has remived high,

50, Bloo forees have adoquibe manpover and materlel
%mmﬂwwmmmsmxmwmm,tm
inorense the gonle and extent of military opsrations in the Fey
Fast, ond to support guerriiis wmrfure in zreas contipuous to
the Soviet Rloc, Commmist For Bastern requirements for apia-
wents and industriel items thus far have constituted a minos:

drain on the total capabllities of the Bloe. If operations in

-3 -
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the Far Hast wore extended nnd if general wvar did not result,
the manpover and equipment necessaxy for maintaining a high
lgvel of military operations would not ploes a sericus a‘!;ra:!.n
upon the Rloc economy dwring the perded of this estimate.

51, Communish ground eapabilities in Xorca have in-
creased subshantially sinco the baglmning of the mrmistice ne-
gotlations, Commmist grownd forses have insreased from 502,000
to 950,000 troops, and significant additions of armor epd oudil-
lery hove beeon mede, with o resultant substantisl inoresse in
fivepower,

52. The eapebllitios of the Commmilst Afr Force in the
Koveon aten (North Koren, Minchuria, end Northeast China) howe
mm stendily durdng the past yeer, Tbeestimte& Comma:nd b
conbat aimraﬂ»atrmsg%h in this aren has incressed from 3500 in
Jime, 1951 %o 1,250 aivoralt, incluiing 800 jet fighters, in
July, 1952. An apperontly efféctive system of alr warning is in
operotion in North Kerea. Commmist pilots in Manehuria have
been engaged in an inbtevsive training program, The Commmisnte
bave aleo demonstrated a significent eapebiiity to supply &
sigeables alr foree in Manchueia,

53. Commmist forees in Korea are credited with a hish
offensive potential and are belisved capable of lmumching & mejor

Approved For Release 2005 2Fsiofi-RDP79R01012A002100010001-5



n

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP79R01012&02100010001-5
TOP SREORET

grourd attack with little verning, We estimate that the Comm:-
niste have the loglstieal copabllity to maintein the momentum
of a major ground offensive for fyom 5 to 10 days. The Com-
msodst Adr Farce in the Korean area wAll ot be capeblo of
lewmching o sussessful major air attack upon United Nations
ground furves, naval and alr installstions, and lines of con-
mmication untll additionnl sexvicsable airfields in North Koysa
are mde available,

54. Wo estimate thet withoub the direet commitwent of
wajor Soviel unlts, the Communist forces are wot capeble of
driving the T forcea from Koren during the period of this esti-
mabe,

B. Milltery Copabilitics

55. The Chinese Commmists are eapable simltanecusl:
of undertaking militery operations elsevhers in tho Far East and
of maintaining thelr present position in Korea,

a. DIoduan, Provided thet present m policy with
respact to Talwan remains unchevged and provided that S
naval and air forces ramain available to defend Taiimn,
Chinese Commmist operations agalnat Taiwan wonld almos’
saxteinly fail,

TOP SECRET
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b. Hang Koue apd Yacag, Regardless of the out-
coms of the armistiocn neogotintions, the Chinoss Commuiats
remin capable of Jamichd.ng o succesaful attack upon Hong
Keng ond Maeoo with fow preparations and with litilo a4--

1, Tho nilitary threat to Scutheast Asin
amdvummthemaﬂmea&apammmwmemwm
foroes to maintoin pressure on the French and from tho de-
ploynant of large forces of Chinese Commmist troops in
8cuth and Southwest China nenr the borders of Burmn and
Tndochina, | |

2, The Viet Minh capability is bosed pri-
mrily upon the ocnatderable inavease in Ghinese Cowrem’st
advisory, training, erd logistic assistance, However, the
Viet 1Mnh will probohly be wwble to achiswe o doodsive
viotory during the period of this estimte without tho ¢i-
root commitment of myjor Chinese Goumniist foress,

3. BEyon if full-scole oparatioss are reswiod
in Korwa, the Chinsso Commmists hawe the capability to
commit and to support approximtely 150,000 troops in In-
dochim, A farve of this size could probibly foves the
Frenoh and Vietnam forees to evaounte Tonkin before ed-

TOP SECHET
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fentive amslistanss could be made availoble, The Chineeo
Commmists probably could similtaneously commlt approxd.-
mtely 50,000 men for sustoinsd operations in Burm, Ws
beliove that this force would be capable of hringing Con-
mmist cortrol o o1l Narth Burm within tuo or three
weeks and o all of the strotegic central wnlley ufthin
two ar threes months,

TT, BIOC MILITARY CAPABILITIES OUTSIDE THE FAR EAST

56, The Bloo, spearhended by the armed forces of
the USSR, hos tho eapability to woge offensive war, Holding
a great advantage in lond power and tactical air powsr, the
BEloo forsaes have the copability of striking beavily at peripheral
areas al any time within the period of this estimate, Howovar,
wo estimtbe that the Blog will not be oapadle quring the peried
of this estimte of defeating the entire Western world,

I

57. Vo estimte that while the Bloo has grownd farces
afdequate to overrun most of continental Europe, most of the
Middle East (except the Indinn subcontinent and possibly Twrsay),
and most of minland Asin in relatively short psriods of tims,
it doss not possess the balamced military fovoes essentlsl +o
conduot similtanecus opsrations on such o wast scale, Muroovar,

-3l -
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msmtfmsm&mmmwgm
forcements in tyroops, alr strength, and materiel beftre thay
eould obtain the supericrity in armed power estimted neceusery
for o sucesasful campaign in Vestern Furope, ‘

58, The Sgviet Bloc does not now have and will be une
1ikely o secure adequate raval forves or sufficient shipping
to mount effective amphiblcus opsrations against either the
Western Hemiapheve or even against the US, Jopan, the Philip.
ines, Indonesia, or Taswan,

59. The air forces of the Soviet Bloo, led by the Soviet
A Forcss, ave capoble of woviding adequate tactical support
of all ground carpaigns which tho Bloo might lmmeh, At the same
time, the USSR is oapable of attempting a strategle air offersive
against the US and the UK, Howover, we estimte that beenuse
of tho 1imited size of the Sovist atomlc stockpile, the ldmited:
Soviet capabilities for DY and CW, ond the 1imited capabilétfes
of Soviet Long Range avistion, the USSR wAll mot be capable cf
neuiralizing or deoiasively damging US proguctive capaocity ard
mmmthmmdesﬁmﬁmmmqmmm
of this estimte, |

--35 -

TOP SECRET

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100010001-5



H

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100010001-5
TOP SEORET o’

60, The air defensc capabilities of the USSR hawe in-
creased noticeably since 1945, and wo believe that an eir of-
fensive sgeinst the principal Soviet centers would mest vigorous
and determined opposition, However, despite the mrked improve-
monte in Soviet air defense capabilities, deficdencies stiil
exist, loreover, present conditions of air worfare grant o
marked general superiority to offensive wespons over defensive
equipment, Therefore, we estimate that the USSR almost certainly
will not be capable of providing effective defense in all stra-
tegigmmagaimtairatt&ek&mﬂngtheperiodofthiseat:l—
mte, Tho Soviet air defonse system will almoat certainly not
be adequate to insure Sovict industry and commmications agninst
attecks which would vreduse and perhaps destroy its sbility to
vin a war against the West.

BIOC_POLTTICAL WARFARE CAPABILTTIES

6L, Political wvmrfare ineludes all oparations do--
signed to weaken the enemy's will and capacity to vesist by
moans other than orthodox mdlitery operations.

62, Bloo poj.itical varfare techniques include politieal
and econdric pressure, diplomatic aetion in the UN and elscubwre,
propagande end fromt activities, the action of Commumist Porties

-36 -
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and Coxmamist Party-controlled twede unions outside the Bloe,
support of vardous ldnds of subversive and revolutionory move- -
menta, ond psychological warfare. Politleal warfare plays an
wmsually importent role for Commmists, who eonsider military
warfare only an extension of politieal worfare in their ro-
muswmmmwemmwmmmmﬂ
world and to hasten the ultimate victory of Commmism, Blos
oonduet of political warfore benefits grsatly from Bloe ocen-
tralim‘pion of lsodership and from offective disoipline and
oontrol, vhich meke possible great flexibility in the selsction,
use, and revision of perticular tactics, The Bloc's unique
ability to oomoeal the realitiss of life within the Bloo from
foreign cbservation comstitutes encther importent advantage,
as do the fresdoms end opportunitdes provided Blos agetts end
supporters in the non-Commumist world,

X,

63, The prineipal sourves of strength upon which Blos
pont;eal varfare capebilities are bossd consist of the sizo,
powes, and unity of the Bloo, Commmist dootrine, and Communist
international organization, o vast netuork of seventy-two loyal
and disciplined natiomnl Commmist Partles scattered thwoughout
the world. MeWafmmhkw—mhﬂdmﬂint&rb
dependent, Together they zive the Bloo a solid foundation for
political wvarfare.
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64, The USSR, ubich is the base of the world
revolutionary wvemsnt, eqmge,soo,ooo square miles and hes a
population of about 200,000,000 people, The Bloo now includse
ten states, which comtrol o territory of about 13,320,000 scuove

miles (ome-fowrth of the worldd total) and o population of aboud
7‘65,000,&0 (one-third of the world total), The size of the
Bloo ard the rapidity with uhich the Commmist movement has ox-
panded in the past thirty-five years eonstitute importaut sle-
monts of Bloe politicel warfare strength,

65, The military stremgth and apparent
801141ty and parmonsnes of the Bloc gemsrate fear and defeatiam
insompagts'ofthemn-ﬁmmmishmmo As a copsequencs,
mny Bloe diplomtic and propaganda strategems have been effsc-
tive, particvlarly upon the immesdinte nedghbors of the USSR and
upon those states whose mmsmmthmespwﬁanymm
oeptible to the Bloc claim that Commmism is, indesd, ™he wave
of the future” and that efforts to resist it are futlle and

dangerous,

66, The membership of Bloc states in inte:-
mational erganizations provides the Bloe an internatiomal sounding
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board, The solid oore of Bloo votes In organisations such as
the UN dremiizes the Bloc's unity amd strength, and the Bloc's
oun Anternationnl ovganizations add to e pover and prestigo.
The Bloc has several diplomatio vodces, which are used in vnioon
to areate an apperently thunjerous roar and which ore wsed irdi-
vidually to test non-Ocmmmist reactions and to oemfuse and éi-
vide the non-Commmist wordd.

' 2, —

67, Communist qoctrine constitutes a vital
strength for the intermational Commmist movewent, For Cou-
mmists throughout the world, it provides a system of walues,

a moral code, end a gulde to actiom, It helps ensure that Oone
mmigta shall lmow no doubt, It voplaing "scientdfieally” ikn
mast, present; and future, and it describes the final and mosi
perfest form of hmwmn soclsty, It is the principal sowmwe of
Commmist, resolution and of the Comamist wAll and capacity to
fight,

68, For fellow travelers, Commmist ideo:e:y
is nob =0 much a rigld secular faith as 1% 1s o aritique of tiw
E.nadeq\;mieaormn-cammistmwyundamforab@k&w
{utuve, Maxxlst ideas and dootrines and the Marxdst voeabulary
hawsoﬁmedaﬁmmmwcftham-commnmldauﬁng
tho pust gemtury, Even non-Commmists ond anti-Commmists lawg

vﬂsgw
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been infacted by Commmist dootrine. Commmist dootvine, on
the appeal it has, congiitute the mincdpel sdvantage Covemnd sx
possessas over other modern revolutionary movements, such os
Fasotan and Nagism,

is 2 vitel olemsnt of Commist politdeal werfave stremgih. o
estimte t.hattham ore noy 15,500,000 Commmdats in the werld
(there wore 30,000 Bolehoviks early in 1917), organized in
seventy-tue pational partieca, All of thess Comuomist Partiesn,
with the poseible exception of the Chinese, are olosely cor-
trolisd and dirvested from HMosoow, Most Commmists live within
the Blos, but about 3,750,000 are scattered throughout the ncn~
Commmist world, Approximtely 3,000,000 of these are in Wachiern
Burops, and sbout 750,000 axe in the Americas, Afriea, and Asia
(n0t inoluddng Commnist China, North Kores, and Viet Minh),
These figures do not include the membership of the thousands of
frout erganizations whlch the nations) Commmist Pavties ir.-
fluence or eontrol, nor do they inilcate the dlsoipline and
oxtrome fexvor of the Parties, which make them far move affie-
tive than their size alons indicates,

70, Soviet contaol of the fmteramtional Core
mwidet movament is virtually eomplete, | Soviet direction o

www
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the inbermational Commmdst movemgnt ie effected through Scviet
definltion of fdeclogienl orthodoxy, Soviet education of Prriy
lsaders from all over the world, Soviet-controlled Commmirs
Farty oongrespes and internationn) eonferenees, Sovist and Sctel-
1ite diplomiic representatives, and the spsigmnent of sxpericnied
Mosoou-trained organisere to the matioma) Partlies, Soviet scu-
oational institutions, perticularly the Lenin Institute, the Com-
mmist wmiversity for the Working Peoples of the Zast (the Ter
Eastern University), the Sin Yat Sen University, and the Mid.
Rovpesn Thiversities, have egucated thousands of non-Soviet Com-
mydats :!n Comruxrid st doctrine, organization, propagandn, sspdannge,
sebotage, and arthodox end guerrilla militery warfare technicues,
The grodustes of these miversities ecnstitute o loynl and well-
ddsoiplined d1ite otrpe of professione) revolutionariss,

n. _Each mationn] Cemmmnist Pariy 1s tightly
ocorirolled snd directed, Ths pationa) Commmist Parties scrvs
the interesta of the Moo in their respective comtries by ax-
plodting esoncmic and soolal grievanses, by infiltrating gon
mﬁagmipaanﬂinstitmim, by amplifying Bloo ideology
and propaganda, smd by mobiliming mas support for Bloe policies,
and by creating pressure groupe to influence losal policy to
the advantage of the Bloe, The programs vary from aven o area,
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aceording to Blos immediato concarns, the explottadility of
local issues, the capabilitics of the naticeal Parties in-
volved, and the effectiveness of the opposition,

72, Commmiste have alvays ploced ﬁ haavy
~emphagis upon mass medis of commmnleation for the diffusion of
thedr 1deas, The French Commmist Party, for emmple, now suls
13shes two lavge Pards daily papers, more than 100 regiomal,
local, and special imterest pepers, and a large mumber of parie
odisals, pamphlets, and books, These propeganda media provids
o running crdtique of the non-Cormmmist world, They also gioify
actual or imginad Bloo achievements in production and dlst:d.-
butlion, They produce the iupression thot the Bloo is emorously
poverful and that the Bloe 1s the plemcer of many socisl ami
ooonomie reforms, This ploture of the Soviet Unton has been
partioularly effective in Westexn Europe, Chime, avd the "er-
loninl® avens of Asia, the Nesr Fast, and Africa, wbere traci<ioral
criticlem of the inadoquacies of the established systems has ro-
celernted readiness to aocept logends eoncerning Soviet suscerses,

73. Tho aationa) Commmiet Parties have chcm
rarticular slill in ereating end controlling front organisciticms
and governments emlisting the support of wnery or ignorant ncre
Commmists, The Commmiste use varying mothods to control these
units, Non-Oommmniste are veually placed in nominal posiiiens of
national leadership, but real control remsins in the honds of

. & -
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Commmists, Leadership of fromt groups at the international
level is usually Commmist., Gemerally, the mss folloving of
the fromt crganization is predominantly non-Commmist, tnrt ald1l-
ful mendpnlation by strotegleally placed Party members welds
mmnmmwthmwaofthemmmwmm.
strument for Commmist use,

74, The organizations of workers, intellectuals,
women, and students have received especial attention from the
Comrmists, The Japancse Comzmmist Party, for exmmple, has em-
phasized obtaining corrbml of the Japaneso undens, By 1947; about
75 psreent of Japan's 6,500,000 union menbers belonged to or-
genigations mnder Commmiet influence or control, By 1949, the
Japansse Commmnist Party hed control of the prinedpal wnions in
the key industries thronghout Japam, The ewrrent strength of ths
Japanese Commmist Paxrty influence over labor lies in the metal,
construction, autamoblle, roilroad, and utility industries,

~ 75. On the internntional level, the Comm-
nigb-controlled WITU (World Federation of Trade Unions) attempts
to weld both Commmist and non-Cormmnist unions into o cohesivas
widt to suppart Bloc poliay, Since the withdrewnl of the Western
non-Commamist unions from the WFIU, Commmist erganizers hava
increased their activities in the ™trade dopartments,® vhich ara

- 43 -
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internotionnl organisations of workers by MS. Thus, uhen
the British Trades Union Congress withdrew frem the WFIU, the
Commmigts maintalined contact with British labor through af-
£1liating British metal workers and lumber workers with thedr
appropriate "intermationsl trade depertments,™

76, Intellestunls and thelr arganfentions have siweys
cmmm&hnmaanimmm&mm1mmgw:&m!hmmmmﬂ;mﬂhﬂm, Writers,
Journalists, lavyers, educators, students, and artists havo been
orgonized nationally and internatiomally, often to fulfill o par-
tienlar short-range fumction, sush as to influemes an elecifen
or to support a particular diplomatic move, Imtellectunls have
beem especially prominamt in the peace campaigns and the peace
congresses, which the Bloc has used in its attempt to recovp
recent loeses in Euwropoan mass supptrt, Commmist influence

among intellectuals

I
[constitutes a strong compoment in Blee

poiitical worfare stremgth,

77, The development of Bloc political warfare capa-
bilities through the pericd of this estimate depends to o large
degrue upon forces and foctors which are @ifficult to establish.
For exanple, measures adopted by the West 3ince 1947 have ve-.
duded Bloo capebilities in western Burcps to a considerable de-

-
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grea, Contimued progress toward the unifieatien, reannmemtg
and revival of Western Europe would restrict furthor the stwength
of the intersational Commmist movemsnt in Western Eurcpe. liore-
over, even though the Bloc enjoys remarimtle fledbility in se-
leeting political wmrfure tactics, we believe that the rigld,
centralized Bloc control system and the dogmatism of Bloo ide-
ohgxﬂlllimit&loctacticalﬂudbﬂﬁy,hlhﬁthaﬁacw
opportundties, and lsed it into miacaloulations,

Negtern Ruropo

., Oommisbstmngthinmatemmmpemﬁesmm
country to country, from the 1llegel party of an estimted 10
menbers in Eire to the mags pertdes of Franse and Italy., Though-
out Western Burope, the Gommmist Porties since 1946 have suYered
severe losses both in memborship and in prestige, bubt the hard
core of the Party has been preserved everyvhere, Wo estim:to
that durdng the period of thie estimate the Moec will not lLava
the capability of establiching o Comumist Zoverment exywhave in
Western Europe through eloction or through inmurection,

. European Commnists have been able to exart oip-
nificant influence over trode union movements only in France avd
Ttaly, vhere Commmist lsadership is dominant in the largest
trode union federations and where Commmist comtrol is wnlilcly

-w-
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%0 be shoken or threatensd within the period of this estimits.
The Commmists have gained thedr largest following ammg docis-
workers and laborers in the heavy industrdies, which play o witel
role in the resymoment of Westoxrn Bmrops, In genmenl, Vesterm
Buropoan Comsmists no longer have the capability of inftdnting
strikes for politieal porposes bub must rely upon wnity of assion
vith non-Commist unions in strikes based vpon legitimte eco-
nomic grievances, Nevertheless, the Commmists retain limit-a
capobilities to interfere with defense production in peace tine
Malmmmmmm@mmvmmtmn

40, The popular strength of tho Commmists and Bioo
oapabilities for political action in Western Buropo remein
highest in France end Ttaly, vhere the Commmists are in o sirvong
minordty in the parliamenis, control mny mmicipel govermusibs,
and hold the lesdership of the most important trade unionm., We
estimte that the Commwdst Party of France now has 500,000
members, compaved with tho peak of 850,000 in 1946, Moveover:
meanhmmmmummlw,mmm
Party has obtained more than 5,000,000 votes, about one~quorier
the total vote cast, The Commmist Porty of Mtaly is estimatid
to Liave 1,500,000 membars, compared o only 5,000 in 1943 ax: to
the pesk of 2,300,000 in Janum-y; 1948. We estimte that tho
aizoand‘povaroftheao Commumist Perties will decline, but: culy
elightly, within the perdod of this estimate.

-2 -
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- 81, Intbsothercamtﬁwa?ﬂwtmnmops,com-
mmist influemce is weak ond falrly widely soattered, Com-
midiets do hold importent positioms in somo trade unioms in
most countrden, but they ave much less mumerous and influentlal.
than they are in France and Ttaly,

82, The German question wAll probebly constitute the
touchstone for Bloc political vmrfore capobilities in Westorm:
Burops quring the peried of this estimte,

_ 83, In the ovemt of gemersl wor, the Commmist Prrides
would constitute o serdous threat in Burope, espeolally in
France end Raly, whare the large Commmist Parties and Commndst
trade union strength ave reinfarced by well-trained Commm: st
parg-ndlitary organdrations with 50,000 and 75,000 meubers, re-
spectively, All Buropean goverrmerts wonld rrobably o'utlw the
Commnist Parties and vould atbempt to arvest lmown Commmists,
Howovar, the Commmist Parties would probebly go undergrourd.

The esplomage, sabotage, and para~adlitary capabdlities of the

-l -
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Furopeon Commmish Parties in the event of war must be consldesed
high, and as Soviet foress approached they would form a forsricable
monaco to Allied commmications,

The Near Bast and Africs

84. Wo believe that Bloc political warfare eopebiitijes
in tids eren vAll remin low throughout the period of this ostimate,
mup‘t posedbly in Iran, Tho USSR has devoted 1ittle effort 1o this
area; and most of the existing Commmist Parties have been fwaed
wnderground, Of all the Poritles organized, only that in Irzn umi
those linked to the French Commmist Party in North Africa hava
thus for had any mrked infiuvence, On the other hand, whilc {is
Bloo hos made few gains, the contirmed deterioration of Westenan
pover ond Influenoe will provide inepeasing opportunities for the
Elco,

85, In Iran, theBlocagenb, the Tudeh Porty, has an
estimted mewbhership of ahout 45,000 and has covertly exploites
the current situstion with somo success. The govermmerds has {imz
far been able to keep Tudeh activitiss under comtrol, althougt it
has not been able to prevent some infiltration imto its armed
forves and its civillan offlces, Commmist politieal warfors
capabllities moy inercase dengerously if corditioms resulting
from the oll crisis chould seriously reduce the effectivencss «f

ﬂw“’
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'kheamad.fm'oesam‘the_ponw. On the other hand, if gemewal
war should bresk out, Tudeh eapabilities would almost certainty
bo inoreased by Iranian Cormunists presently in the USSR and iy
other Sovist agents, Ivem so, Irardon Comamists could maks
only a Yinited contritution to a Soviet ivwasion of Tran,

only 3o,ooo ar l.o,ooo Commmnists in a total population of z,o,«m,ooo
The Arad govermmenmts, even those pohtieauyumtable, hasm the
Jocnl Commmist Partiss under control, and they are believed capable
efcapﬂng»ﬁthpossible increages of Comumist stremgth and ao-~
celerations of politiecal worfare. In the evartt of wor, Corsav:ist
mpatﬁntiqaforsubmaimamsabubngouwldmtinmmaﬁgw
riflcantly, unless the states were inwoded by Bloc forcss.

Sogth Agla

) 8'7. Gwmdoaamtmmamjwimmmet}zmsz
toMia,althMghtheMCmﬁsbParbyan&aluedmrrs
reveived 6,000,000 votee (of 103,000,000) in the 1952 eloctior s
mmm.mmmmamso,omm, ut
it has small vocal groups in several state legislatures end the
rational leglslature, The Commmist Party in the matfonal Yepic-
lature il be able %o do little more than embarrass the gover:-
went and to spresd propaganda, In those states where Commmir

- 49 =
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sbmngthia greatest, the party my be able to obtain repms-
sentation in coalition povermments and even serlously to disraps
parlianentory goverrment,

88, If the Indian Commmist Party comtimms its presend
taotdos, it probably will make additional gadns in popular ast-angth,
However, we believe that there is wary little posgibility tha'; the
Indian Commmists can make sufficient progress sericusly to eonbost
the deminant poéition of the Congress Farty. If the Comumis’;
Party retums again to direct action, 1t probably will lose wich
oti‘h_gpopzlarm:pportandatthesamﬁmemathagmzmtm~
o revive its earlier effoctive repressive measures.

} 8. mmmmwm&m
dﬁmﬂmagaimttbemnandimtmwancmmi %
Party, Bloo political warfare eapabilities in Pakistan throuh
mm@mmmummwwmmmmm,
although Soviet trade with Poldistan and possible Soviet polit:cal
renoeuvres on Kashwir mey sirvengthen them somaubat,

-mﬂ
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89. Although ths Japanese Coavmunist Party how ban
only about 100,000 menbers, it is well-organized and well-disci-
pilned and 1s now conduoting an aggressive politicsl campaign.
Commmist influvence over Japanease Iabdr, over various front orsani-
zations, and in the Japanese eduvcational system provides impor-ant
instruments for dissevinating propagande and for exploiting seomcmic
uwnreat and resemtment againat the U3. The Party hes a discinlined
hard core with sigificant capabilities for subversion, eepion:ige,
and sabotsge. It probably will not be able to persusds the Jaranese
povermuent or the Japanese people to sbandon thefr fumdamentiliy pro-
Western orientation. It will almost certainly lsck the capaidiity
during the pericd of this timate for selzing control of the mvern-

90. Bloc political werfare capsbilities wary throughout
Seutheast Asia. They are highest and mogt significant in Indochina,
vhere the Viet Minh, with Chinese Commwnist advice and mfiitnrs
ansistence, maintaing heavy mdlitary pressure upon the Freach ond the
Assoclated States. Bloe political warfare capabilitiesz reflach Viet
Minh military otrength and the Viet Minh apreal to watiopali:m. Ue
believe that the Viet Minh will mintain its strong military ard
political position throuwghout the periodl of this eatimate.

. . BL o
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9%, The Burmezc Commumists and thelr sympathiscrs
constitute 2 seriouvs throat to Bumma's gecurlity and are capslble of
creating wnrest throughout wide areas of the country. Recan' «isc-
tions bave etrengthomed the unatable goversment of Burma, whicl has
now begum to attompt to peduce the power of the Commumist inpw pents.
We estimate that the Burmese Commmmnists will not have pufficiert
atrength within the pariod of this estimate to everthrow the grvern-
nment, unless the government is weaktenad by internal facticms’ rirife
ard wloesz the Burmese Commmiats are given techmical and lopictiral
aid by the Chinese Commumniste,

92. The growth of Cepmunims in Thailand has thus fay
been confined Jargely to the Chinese commnity, and Commmist jolitier’
warfare capabilities in Thalland are very lim$ted. The deveiojnent of
Commmint strength in Thailand will _probably depend largely upin evenls
in Indochina, Bwma, and Maloyn. Commmist vietories in thore countwrs s
wuld immediately increase Commméist strength in Thailand, whers gover.-
ments have traditionally followed the vurvente dominant elaevhcre 4n
Southeast Asia.

93. The Britich have the support of most Malayzn: asd
probebly will be able to contain Commmist political and guerriils wmy-
fare, so long as the ramainder of the Southeastern Asisn mairle»d preo-
maing outside the Blee. The orgenised guerrilla forces, mumhering 3007

ﬂ?w
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0 5000 snd supported by at least that nuwber of militia, have thus
far eveded deptruotion by retiring into the jwngle and by tewp-rorily
morging with the Chinege popnlation. Wo estimate thet the Malupen
Communists will retain the capability of havassing the Britdsh adnine
fotration and distuwrbing the economy. However, we believe thal ilw
Commmiste will not be able to gain wide popular support or se-fously
to threaten the British positiom.

9. The Indonesisn Commmist Party, the third lagest
perty in Indoneala, hag a membership of only aboub 25,000, Hossver,
i%s organisation and leadership ere excellent, it controls the largess
and wost Impertant labor felsration, 1t reéé:ives Chinese Commyi:lat ald,
and it hae a considerable influvence on the large, restless Chiisce
population. Mowoover, 1t now has 7 percent of the seats in Pa-iiamen,
and 1t contyola a mumber of imporiant front organisations for secaant:,
women, and youth groups. Wo estimate that the Tndomesian Counmish
Party will not within the period of this estimate be able to scize pous:
or seriously to thveaten the govexmon'ﬁ. However, wo believe it will
rotain the support of various iuswgent groups for sabotsge an’ in-
surrectionary activities, especially in Java. It will probabl:s elso he
able to help keep the present govermment neutralist. In the erant of
wer, the Commmists could obiain control of Indonesia only tiwcuch the
completes collapmse of the Wesbern position in Southeast Asla.
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95. In the Philippines, Commmist politiesl wavfaro
capabilities have deoreased sonsiderably sincs 1951. Althoush there
are still Hok maids and although the Philippine srmed forces aad
police sre not yot strong encugh to cope with all vaids in a1l norts
of the Fbilippines, Hule-Commenist sterength will probebly contisuve to
doorease during the period of this estimste, However, organissd Com-
mmism will not be altogethor elivinated. In the event of war, when
an added covert influx of Chlinese Commmist agents may bo experted,
continued U2 help will probubly be necessary to contirol the Commist:,
particularly in styetegicslly impertont port arses.

m%m
TOP SECHET

Approved For Release 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002100010001-5



Approved For !itiliease 2005/04/27 : CIA-RDP79R0101 2Av(5_021 00010001-5
TOF SECRET

TAB A:  ESTIMATED BLOC MILITARY STRENGTH

4. Bloc Ground Strength
1. The Soyiet Army
1, We estimate that the Soviet ground forces now total
2,500,000 men, and the internal security forcos constitute an ad-
ditional 400,000 troops. The Soviet Army is estimated o consist of
175 line divisions, of which 105 are rifie divisions, 40 mechanized,
25 tapk, and 5 cavalry. In addition, the Soviet ground forces contain
20 artlllery divisions and 25 anti-aircraft artillery divisions. On
the basis of present mobilization plans, estimated trained ressrves,
and estimated stocks of military equipment, the Soviet Army and internal
securitly forcer can be expanded to a total strength of 8,500,000,
organized into 320 line divisions, by M ¥ 30 days. In the absence of
general war, however, we believe that the size of the Soviet ground
forces will remain at approximately the present level through mid-1953,
but that the srmament, mobility, and combat efficiency of these forces
for sustained combat will continue to improve.

2. The Soviet Army has been reorganized and modernizmed
eince the end uf World War II, although the varicus corps, armies, and
divisions still very videly in quality. We believe that current Scviet
1line divisions probably possess good egquipment in adequate quantity.

The Soviet ground forces in Eastern Burope probably constitute the best-
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equippsd and best-trained unita of the Soviet Army. The rigid Soviet
training progran probably ensures a high degree of combat alkill.
Discipline is good, and morale is almost certsinly high.

3. Certain wealmessea of the Soviet Army will continue
to 1imit the scope and effectiveneas of its offensive capabilities
during the perlod of thia eatﬂmate; The Soviet Army lacks axperiemce
and training In large-scale use of motor trensport. The complicated
logistical problems ardsing from the size of USSR, from the size of
the arzas in which campaigns would probably be fought, and from the in-
adequate road and rail networka intensify this weakmess. The Army lacks
experience in large-scale combined amphibious operations, and it has
never conducted successful airborne operations in vartime, The Arny
suffers from a shortage of techniclans, a weckneses that iz being met by
intensive pre.military and military training and by the recall of some
specialists from the reserve. It has also suffered from poor commmica-
tions, dus mainly to insufficient radio commmnications equipment. This
ey be the principal casuse for inflexibility 4n past Soviet operations,
perticularly in the handling of artillery.

2. Bloc European Strength

a. Sovist Forces in EBurope
4. The USSR has been strengthening its oun forces in

Eagtern Burope and those of the Satellites to maintain its relative
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advemtage over growing Wentern strength. Tho Wighly wsechanized Soviet
provp of araies in Sastorn Gevmany, croerdesd inte 37 divislons fotalling
335,000 troops, represents tha cove of Floc mdifitary pownr 4z Jurops

=81 constitioten o polsed “hre:t £o the West., These Swvdot comiza ars
being supplied with the meot wdern squipment and e wnflerislig ine
*anuive training.

L. he Satelite Arndes

5. Ve satize ¢ tiet the Satellite arnior {4eedi il 2 e
Vgt GCerzan Alert Palice) new tatal 1,155,000 amn, otgantsed 3 i 59
s dfvisions (56 #ifls, 9 mochanied, and 3 ank), ¥ artdlier di-
wisions, & ant! sirereft vivisions, and variovs infersntent 7ol gades
ol rkegﬁmmts:y_ The Sat-211ite saourity fooos conutibas ca £33 43omal
Darce of at lesah 242,000 lrosps. Satsllite prousd tyrees sps gredlow
in atrength and qualily o 3 steady rate, anl 40 2gdmte (tal by
243 1953 they wiil total ©,55%,000 men, organdied Ints Y18 éiv: afona,d
Prataed reanrves of the Sutellite grouwnd forcut smormt 4 &y v ximstaly
#,0K0,000 mem {of which aidy X0 per cent are pow smsidiced w1y

wsained}, but thors is 144tle epipment avellanle for ropervss.

TR T - o A S S U M TREIET 31 TG YRS 1 LSRN ID T VKN we e e i e Y A

1/ Tor move compiets fnfowmstion, ser Teb B, Table 1.

27 “his Inclinded the estirets? sapansion of 'hae Eas wrmen 8113
feiice ta 00,000 men, sryniced ioto 22 4f%ripleas.

o
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. The Satellite armies are equipred larpely with Sovist
dnrid Ver YU epuirment of good quality, The Satellites are now @:mi—.
Tarmwins for thelr oun use lighbm::'ed and mmeconbat vetilcles,
Siets artfilery, smell arms, ammmition and parts. They are depondent
apst the USER for moat of thelr tarks, self-propelled mms, and heavy
wiiilewr, and for some of their Jight artillery and wmll arms. The
uoEt orwiovs Jdeficlency is 1o motor transport; fow Satellite divisions
sw motorived or mochanized. Howerer, a concentrated effort is belupy
mée o overcome this weskness by incereazing deliverisze of motor
verdeles from the USSR and from Czechoslovakisz and by some wehicle yoo.
wotion dn other countries. The Seteliite ground farcea ara also wenk
i cominications eyniment, snd thelr anti alrcreft defenges have

tittle guwe daving radar,

7. Although the Satellite ground forcss are deing re-
wreanived o copfor to the Soviet patterm, differsnces gtill axiet §n
tyaining, esvipment, morale, anﬂ general capabilities. Satallite
coebat eTiclency and reliabllity wvary end in genernl are only fair.
The Eviparian Aray is considered the most foraddatle of all the
?a%@i‘;lﬁ"oé Forcen. The ngarian and Polish, and possibly the Rumeniaa.
Lrodes moe teing pushed rapidiy toward the Bulgerian level of achiswe.
wanl, The (gechoslovak Avmy will not be an effective offensive foresn
woiore tne spring of 1953, The Albanian Army rewaing capable only of

uarriile overatiosns,

A
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¢, Losgistical Pogition.

8. The Soviet Bloc ground forces in Europs possess a
geod loglstical position. We estimate that military atockpiles west
of the Sovist border wre sufficient to maintain Soviet forces now
in being thare for apnreximately 45 daye of aotive combut. We beliove
that rdlitary stockpiling within the USSR is sufficlent for maintain-
Ing a mobilized arimy in combat for several wonthe without recourse to
new production, except in the case of POL, The est-west roed, reil,
and Inland welerwsy nets in Eastern Murope are adeguzte %o move trcops
and moteriel with sufficient speed and efficiency to permit full uhil-
ization of those Bloc divisions now in Baptern Europe.

3. Ploc Yor Fagtern Strength
a. Sovieh Forces in the Fax Fast

9. The USSH represemts Thoth the foundation ard the
srgenol of Blec military power in the Far Fegt. The Soviet ground
forces in the Far Enst operate within an autonomous command structure
comprising the territory east of Laks Bailml. These forces total an
estimsted 427,000 men, organized into 30 line divisions, of which 7
are mochanized and 3 armored. Thers are also 78,000 Soviet seawrity
troops in this area. The ground forces In the Far Eant are probably
comparsble to other forces within the USSR in equipment and treining.
We estimate that the USSR could mobilise an additional 15 divisions
from the three military districte which constitute the Soviet Far Zaat.

-5
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10. Transportation facilities comstitute the major
limitation for supporting large-scale military operations in the Far
Fast over an extended period. The Trang-Siberian, which carries at
least 90 percemt of the milltary supplies shipped from the western
USSR, 1is reported to be operating at near capacity levels. The USSR
has attempted to reduce the transport limitation by building up large
reserves of military and other supplies in the Far East. However, the
USSR has also equipped and provisioned the North Koreen Army and has
furnished lerge amounts of equipment ard POL to the Chinese Commmists.
While it is not kmown what proportion of those supplies were dravm
from stocks in the Far East, we believe minimm stockpile reserves
have been maintained. Although precise data on the logistical position
of the Soviet Forces in the Far East are lacking, wo estimate that
these forces now have supplies sufficlent to support 30 divisions in
combat from 6 months to one year.

b. Chinege. Commmist Srmy i

11. The over-all gtrength of the Chinese Communist Field
Forces is estiated at 2,250,000 troops, orgunised into 69 armies anmd
227 divisions, including 11 artillery, 6 cavalry, and / armored di-
visions. Communist China has emormous manpower reserves, but o sovere
shortage of eguipment I1imits the Commumnist capébility for mobilizing
this manpowcr for militery service. The size of the Chimese Commmist
Army hes not inoreased apprecisbly in the past three years, although
notable improvements in quality have taken place.

- -
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12, Thoe disposition of the Chinese Commmist Field

Forces by peographical aveas is as follows:

Aren Field Forces Line Divisions ?m”mgil’i:g
Korea 682,000 53 10
Mancinris 237,000 2, 6
North China 133,000 12 3
East China 404,000 38 2
Central -South China 386,000 36 ~
Southwest China 306,000 31 -
Tibet 15,000 1 -
Northweat China, 77,000 11 -

ToTAL 2,240,000% 206 2

13. The Chinese Commmist forces are btasically infantry,
Their weapons consist of a heterogeneous assoriment of light weapons
of' European, American, and Soviet mamufacture. Soviet auppliea are
gradually reducing the Chinese Commmnist shortege of heavy equipment
in Korean, but they probably are not sufficient to alter significantly
the traditional shortage of equipment elsevhere inm China. lost of the
amrad equipment wes apparently shipped to the Chinese Communista
during late 1950 and early 1951, but ammmnition and other types of

1/ This figure does not include 10,000 "advigors” in Indochina.

o
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materiel are apparently being furnished on a contimuing basis.
Commuriist China has becomo increasingly dependent upon the USSR for
continued shipments of ammunition, speve perts, POL, and replacement
equipment, We estimate that despite the flow of Soviet materiel, the
disparity between the equipment of the average Chinese Commmnist di-
vision (8-10,000) and that of the average Soviet diviston (10-12,000)
will probebly not be reduced significantly in this period.

1i. The morale and combat efficiency of the Chinese
Gommmist soldier are high, end the Chinese Commmist Army is an ef-
fective force with a high degree of locsl tactical nobility in Korea.
Combat effectivencss has been limlted, however, by the haterogeneity
of the weapons and equipment, deficiencics 4in heavy weapons, equipment,
and training, and the lack of supporting Services. In the past, the
combat effectiveness of the Chinese Communist Army has also been limdtod
by the abaence of tactical alr support.

c. North Korean Army
15, We estimate that the North Korean Army now totals

256,000 men, organized into 17 rifle divisions, 1 armored division, 1
mechaniged diwvision, and 4 mechanized artillery brigades. Three North
Korean corps are currently engaged in combat on the eastern front. The
remairing forces have coastal defense duties or security mdsaions on

iines of commmication.
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16. The North Korean soldier in 1950 wea well trained,
but sewveres casuvalties forced the induction of large mmbers of un-
trained men into combat wnits. Recent evidenco indicates that the
pest twelve months have been utilized in an effort to return the stand.-
ards of training and equipment to ths original level. Rigld discipline,
experienced leadership, and_ Soviet staff advice willl continue to give
the North Koresns a gemeral over-all combat efficiency rating of from
falr to good, but these troops will probably not approach the Chinese

Communist Army in combat effectiveness.

d. Viet Minh Army

17. Ve eatimate that the Viet Minh militsry forces consist
of a regulayr army of 130,000, organized into é infantry divisions, one
artillery division and mmerous independent formations, 70,000 reglional
troops and 100,000 poorly armed irregulars. The combat efficiency of
the regular Viet Minh forces is considered good by the standards of that
area of the world, and morale has remained high. Three.fourths of the
regulars are deployed in the stratogic Tonkin area.

18. There has been contimous improvement of transportation
routes and facilities from South China into Indochina. Chinese Cam-
mmist logistic assis'haneé to the Viet Minh continues, and stockpiles
are belleved to be in excess of Viet Minh requirements for present
operations.

-9 .
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B. Bloc Air Strength
1. Soylet Air Forces
19. Ve estimate that the Soviet Air Forces have an
authorized strength of some 20,400 aireraft, including 9800 fighters
(5600 Jets), 2660 attack aireraft, 4550 1ight bombers (670 jots) and
800 medium bmnbers.y In addition, we estimate that the Soviet stock-
pile of military eircraft is approximately squal in number to the
aireraft in wmita, but considerably inferior in quality and not ident-
ical as to type. Although the size of the total air establishment
is not likely to change appreciably through m1d-1953, we estimate that
a significant incremse in over-all operational efficiency will result
from the contimued substitution of more modern aireraft. We estimate
that by mid-1953 the Soviet Air Forces will have an authorized atrength
of 20,500 aircraft, including 10,000 fighters (8,000 jets), 2,700 attack
aircraft (900 fets), 4100 light bombers (1500 jets) and 1200 mediwm
bom‘bars.z/

0. More than half of the Soviet fighters are now Jots.
There are indications that the USSR has ceased production of piston-
engined fighters end 1s producing cnly a few piston-engined bombers.

1/ Ve estimate that actual strength ig generally 85 per cent of authorized
strength.

2/ For more complete information on estimated Soviet air strength, see
Tab B, Table §.
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Two twin-jet 1ight bombers are in serial production and several
hundred of ono type, the IL-28, are already in operational use. For
strategic bambing purposes, the USSR has an estimated authorised
strength of 800 TU-4 (B-29 type) aireraft in Long Range Aviation
Units. Although a heavy bomber appeared in the July, 1951 air show,
there i3 no evidence that this bomber W8S an acceptable one or that
gseries production of any heavy bomber has begun.

71. The Soviet Air Forces are becoming incrensingly
effective, rerticularly with respect to bamber interception. However,
the combat effectiveness of Soviet military aviation is st1ll considered
low by US standards. We believe that the gemeral level of training
of Soviet ground end air persomnel is infericr to that of the United
States and Unlted Kingdom persomnel. The USSR iz condueting an intemaive
training program to improve thie defect.

22. The present logistical position of Soviet military
aviation is probably good. The aircraft industry has been maintained
in steady operation throughout the pest.war period, and aince 1948 the
indvstry hes concenmtrated on the production of jet interceptors,
potably the MIG-15. We estimate the ammusl rate of production as
folloum:

- 11 -
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Iype 1951 19521953
Jet fightera 4751 5000
Tight and medium bombers 1100 1400
Others 26 2560
TOTAL QX 8950

We belleve that aireraft production could be accelerated, but that

twe years would be required for the industry to reach capacity pro-
duction. We sstimate that the present total peacetime requiremsnt

of aviation fuels for the Soviet Alr Forceg amounts to about two-thirds
of Bloe production.

23. The modernization of Soviet alr strength in the
Far East 48 of espscial significance,y Eatimoted jet fighter strongth

there has increesed 25X1

Jots now constitute about 50 percent of the fighter force in the Far
East., However, about 60 percent of total Swiet alr strength, includ-
ing about 65 percent of the jet fighter fores and 87 perceat of the
mediyn bouber force, is concentrated in Eastera Ewrope and the western
portions of the USSR,

24. There are Pive major combet components in the Soviet
Alr Force: The Alr Force of the Soviet Army, Fighter Aviation of Alr

1/ For wore complete information on the estimated geographical distri-
tution of the Soviet Alr Force, ses Tab B, Table 4.
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Defense, Long Rangs Aviation, Naval Aviation, and Aviation of Afr-
borne Troopay

a, The Alr Force of the Soviet Army, censisting of
wnits assigned to the four Military District Air Forces and to the

14 Tactical Air Armies, 1s the largest component of Soviet military
aviation, with an estimated authorized strength of 12,100 aireraft,

of which 2,850 are Jet fighters and 670 twin-jet 1light bombers. By
mid-1953, the number of jet light bombers in units may incrsase to
1,500. The primary mission of the Air Force of the Soviet Army is

to provide tactical support for ground operations. On the whole, the
etrategic mobility of tactical aviation is high. While the Air Force
of the Soviet Army has been stremgthened since World War II by re-
equipment with jet alreraft, the majority of its sireraft are atill
World War IT types. Use of the IL-10 piston englne atiack aircraft

as the primary close support weapon results in a heavy fighter escort
requirement and reduces the comter-air capability of the fighter force.
The tactical bomber force will probably be capable of considerably
betier performance than 4n World Wer IT, vhen its opsrations were
relatively ineffective. In spite of the weaknssses noted above, the
Alr Force of the Soviet Army 1s capeble of providing effective support
for Soviet ground forces.

1/ For more complete information concerning the estimated sircagth of
the major components of the Soviet Air Force, see Tab B, Teble 5.
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b. Fighter Aviation of Air Defemnse has the mission of
defending importsnt target areas in the USSR. Thie force has an
eatimated authorized 2,700 iﬁtewceptor aireraft, of which about three-
fourths are jets. Its regiments operate from relatively permanent
installations, but thelr organization appears to parallel that of the
Afr Force of the Soviet Aymy and their strategic mobility is cor-
respondingly high. While the Soviet Union has an effective day inter-
ceptor aircraft in the MIG.15, this aircraft cannot now be fully ex-
plolted because of a shortage of effective ground _contml radar equip-
ment. Ye believe that the USSR now has a amell mmber of interim all.
veather intercepters with airborne interception radar around a few
Important Soviet targets. These afrcraft probably have only 1imited
interception capabilities, particularly sgainst jet bombers. However,
because of Soviet progress in the elesctronios field and in the produc-
tion and operstion of interceptors, we eotimmte thet the USSR probably
will by wid~1953 heve limited operational quentities of some type of
true all-weather interceptor. We estimate that Soviet day interception
capebilities will be good arcund key target areas. We estimate that
night and all-weather capabilities will remain limited throughout the
pariod of this estimate.

c. Long Range Aviation
1. Long Range Aviation, consisting of three Air

Armies, one in the Far East and two 3n westernm USSR, constitutes the

-1 -
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strategic striling force of the Bloe. This force has an estimeted
authorized strength of 1,900 aireraft, including 800 Tu-4 bowbers.,
‘By mid-1953, we cstimate that Sovist Long Range Aviation will probebly
have about 1,200 Tu-4's and mey have a few jet medivm bombers and
turboprop heavy bonbers, The Tu-4, with a normal combat range of
3,320 nauticsl miles and a combat radius of 1,800 nautical miles with
a 10,000 pound payload, is the only known operational Soviet bomber
capable of delivering the atomic bomb in the United Statea. Modified
in the mammer of the US B.20B, the Tu-j would have a combat radius of
2150 nautical miles and a one-way range of apnroximately 4000 miles.
At least 30 airfields in the USSR and Satellites are currently suit-
able for sustained medium bomber operations, and about.'TS others for
linited medivm bomber operationa.

2. The centralised control of Long Range Aviation
provides flexibility for shifting units to meet strategic requirements,
vhile cperationally the mobility of the msdium bomber force can be
exploited by staging aireraft from interior bese areas through forward
bases around the S»viet Bloc perimeter. Units of Long Range Aviation
are known to be undergoing intensive training for strategic bombing
missions by day or night In any weather. This capability has probably
not gonerally been attained et present. It will be extended vhen radar
blind bonbing and navigational devices are in more general use, and when
additional training has been complated. We believe that the overall

-15 -
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combat effectivenesa of Soviet Long Range Aviation remeins well

below that of the US and UK gtrategic air arms. The average Soviet
nedivm bomber crew is leas skilled than the average US medfum bember
crew of World War II, Soviet staff plamners lack the extensive opera-
tional experiences obtalned by the US and UK,

d. Naval Aviation, which has en estimated authorigzed
3250 airecraft, of which 750 are jet fighters, is assigned the misajon
of supporting the Soviet flest, protecting the seaward flanks of the
Soviet Army, and defending coastal areas. It also bears a part of the
responsibility for air defense of the USSR, The lack of carriers
limits effective fleet operations to a combat radiuvas of 300 to 700
nautical miles. MNavel Aviation is probably capable of antd-submarine
patrol, aerial reconnaissance of coastal areas, and mining. Ve esti-
mate that the effectiveness of Naval Aviation will be improved by mid-
1953 as additional jet aircraft, both fighters and 1ight bombers, are
assigned to naval units.

e, Aviat;@ of Alrborne Troops apparently has the miseion
of conducting airborne training and providing airlift and equipment

in actusl airborne operations. Its authorized aircraft strength con-
siste of approximately 450 transport aircraft and 190 gliders. It is
probeble that transport aireraft from other Soviet aviation components
and the Civil Alr Fleet would be utilized to supplement the alreraft

-~ 16 -
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of this component for large-scale airborne cperations. We estimate
that the Scviet Army has approximately 100,000 trained paratroops,
organized into from 6 to 10 divisions. In addition, a mumber of
regular rifle division troops -- perhaps as many as 100,000 -~ have
roceived 1imited training in airborne operations.

f. The Clvil Air Fleet, while not en operational com-
pronent of Soviet military aviation, is urder the War Ministry, To-
gether with other civil air organizations, it operates about 1,650
transports on scheduled and non-gscheduled operations. Tt could make
an estimated 1,000 of thege avalilable for military purposes. Fowever,
this would produce s corresponding reduction in Soviet domestic air |
transport.

2, Satellite air Fcrceal/

25, The pwesqnt mission of the Furopsan Satellite air
forces is primarily def‘emivé. These alr forces possess approximately
1,280 aireraft in operational unite; this mmber includes 119 jet
tighters, 410 piston fighters, 404 ground attack, 150 1ight borbers,
94 transporis, and 103 recomnaissance ailrcraft. The Satellite forcea
are almost completely dependent upon the USSR for logistic support,
and virtuvally ell aireraft are Soviet types. Jet fighters are appsar-
ing in increosing mmbers, and intensive Soviet training of carefully

1/ For more complete information, ses NIE-33, Sovist Control of tho
Satellites and Thelr Contribution to Soviet Powor

7 tovember 1951) .
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selected Satellite pllots In assuring Soviet control, techniques,
and tactics. On the whole, combet effectiveness is low by Western
standerdas, and the Satellite air forces have only limited defemsive
and ground attack capabilities.

3. Chinene Commmist Adr Ferce®

26. The strength end capabilitics of the Chinese Com-
mnist-Adi Force have been increasing steadily. They are estimated
to bave available a total of approximately 1,800 operational aireraft,
Including 1,000 jet Pighters, 250 piston fighters s 160 ground attack
aircraft, 240 piston 1light bombere, and 150 twin-engine transports.
The main concentration of air stremgth 4s in the Korean area whare
approximately 1,250 aircraft, including 800 jet fighters, ere based.

27, Although the Chinese Commmist Air Force has in-
creased in strength to an estimated 1,800 airoraft, the combat effi-
clency of this force does not correspond to its numerical. atrength.
The defensive caﬁabilities of this alr force have risen appreciably
as & result of continued training and combat experience, On the wvhole,
the Chinese Commmmist Afr Force 1s formideble defensively within the
present 1imited aree of operations in Korea. However, it would lose
much of its effectivenesa if forced to spread its strength. Moreover,
1t remains wholly dependent upon the USSR for logistic support. Should

1/ This includes the North Korean air wnits and any Russian units which
are operating ostensibly as parts of the Chinese Commmist L4r Force.
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this suppori be withdraun or interdicted, the combet efficiency of
this force would decline rapidly,

C. Blog Navel Strcongth
1. Soviet Nawynl Forces

28. Yo estimate that the Soviet Navy has a2 total of
about 140 major surface vesssls, including 3 old battleships, 18
crulsers of various ages, and 118 destroyers L/ We estimste that there
sre 370 submarines, of vhich most are short-range coastal submarines
and of which 104 are long-range cruising svbmarines with a combat
radivs of 6,000 nautical miles. Thero are no aiveraft carriers, and

none are believed in construvetion.

29. The operating forces of the Soviet Navy are organ-
ized into fouwr major fleeis because of the widely separated maritime
frontiers. EHach fleest is assigned primary responsibility for a partic-
wlar geographic area, the Northern coast, the Baltic Sea, the Black
Sea, and the Pacific. Both the Baltlc and Paeific Fleets are sub-
divided intc ssparate fleet components cuvering the northern and south-
ern sectors of their respective areas of responsibility. In addition
to the fleeta, there are three flotillas, which serve as local defense
rorceg‘in the Amur and Danvbe Rivers and the Caspian Ses.

1/ For more complete information, see Tab B, Tabie 6.
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30. We estimate that the Soviet Navy has a personmnel
strength of approximately 675,000 men, exclusive of about 80,000
naval eviation persomnel, but inclvding 400,000 General Sarvice and
275,000 Coastsl Defense and Havel Infantry persormel.

31. The Soviet submarine force, which 1s the largest
in the world, is the principal offensive weapon of the Soviet Navy.
We have no information on the profieciency of this foree, but it must
be aasumed that it has profited from German experience and instruction.
We believe that 1t has the capability of seriocuely threatening allied
gsea commnications. At present, however, the atrategic mobility of
this aubmarine force is limited by the lack of overseas bases. Although
there is no relisble evidence of sutmarine launching of V-1 type missiles,
this is considered within Soviet capabilities. It is possible that such
weapons might be fitted with atomic warheads.

J2. The Soviet fleot mainteina a large mmber of patrol
and small cralt, some 900 of which ars in active service. Moot of
these are submarine chagers and motor torpedo boats. These small
craft are capable of mine warfare in restricted waters, short.haul am-
phibious 11t and support, and defensive action agsinst amphibious
raids and assaults.

33, The Soviet Navy has given high priowrity to the
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construction of erulsers and submarines, and a significant increase

in their strength is anticipated. Levrge nusbers of deatroyer-escorts,
patrol eraft and dual purpose mine vessels have been built, but no
eridenre exists of large.scale construction of amphibious eraft,

midest units, or hydrofoll craft. There are no indications of con-
struction of battleships, szircraft carriers or support-ship types vhich
would be rejquired for overssas attacks.

34. Ve believe that the Soviet surface fleect is
designed perimerily as a defensive weapon to support and protect the
seavard flanks of the Soviet ground forces. This iz danonstrated by
the lack of aireraft carriers and of fast, modern battleships. Cruisers
congtitute the core of the surface fleet. Soviet cruiser conatruction
has emphusized speed, firepower, and size, with a corresponding saeri-
fice In endurance.

35. Wide goographical separation of the maritime frontiera
of the USSR has required the separation of the Navy into forees which
are not mutually supporting. Limited operationsl expericnce and toch~
nical equipment, lack of aireraft carriers, and absence of advence base
facilities make the components of the Soviet Navy second-rate coastal
fieets. Adequate supplies of ammmition, stores, and POL are estimated
to be avalleble iu all areas to service the Soviet Navy for the early
months of a general wax. POL supplies for Soviet Naval Forces in the
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Far East would probably present s problem after a year, perticularly
if these forces vndertake extensive and sustained operations,

2, Satellite and Chinesc Commmist Navies
36, The capabilities of the Satellite and Chinese Com-

mmist navies during the period of this estimate will be negligible.
The Naval Forces of the Satellites will probably be capable of aiding
the Soviet Navy in such fields as mineasweeping, minelaying, escort,
and coastal defense duties. The Chinese Commmnist Navy is small and
of wncertain effectivencsa. The Soviet Far Eastern Naval Forces sre
providing training, advisors, and logistic support to this force, but

evailable evidence indicates that within the period of this estimate
it will not be an important element in the Far East.

3. Blog Merchant Marine
37. Ve estimate the combined astrength of the Bloc
merchant marine at 760 vessels, totalling nearly three and one-third

million desdweight tons.d’ This constitutes only a minor addition

to Bloc sconomic and military capabilities. In general, the Bleoe
merchant warine is in poor condition, end there ie no evidence that

its development has a high priority. Although the Bloc merchant marine
could, in thecry, be used for a troop lift, the present character of
this merchant fleet, which lacks tankers and vhich is a heterogenecous
collection of vessels, many obsolescent, precludes {ts employment in
any large scale operztion.

1/ For more complete information, see Tab B, Table 7.
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D. Blec Defengss

1. Sovlet Alr Defense System
38. The USSR possessez a large Anti-Air Defense aystenm

(PV0), which includes an extensive early warning network, a fores of
interceptors estimated at 2,700 (including 2,000 jots), and an esti-
mated 23 anti-aircrafi diviafons, The early varning, fighter, and
antl -aircraft units of the Bloe armed forces are also avallable for
alr defense. Considering tactical fighters as well as thome in ajw
defense units, we eatimate total fighter strength available %o the
Bloe at about 11,500. Other cormitments would prevent utilization of

all this force for air defense purposes. 251
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40. BSoviel day interception capabilities have increased

considerably with the widespread use of MIG.15 interceptors

The re-equipping of

Bloc fighter units outside the USSR with jet interceptors, perticularly
in the Korea-Manchuria area, has increased Bloc air defense capabili-
tien.

1. Soviet antiaircraft capabilities ave gradually in-
creaging as new guns of estimated 100m ealiber, with modern fire
control radar and probably with new directors, become available in
increasing numbers around important Soviet targets. These guns arse
capable of accurate fire up to 35,000-40,000 feet. A 5%m gm for
attacking high speed aireraft at lower altitudes may already have bean
introduced. Surface-to-air guided missiles and rocketa may be 4n
operational use by mid-1953.

42, Despite definite improvements in Soviet sir defense
capabllities, major deficlencies in the Sowiet air defense systemn
ramain. During the period of this estimate, there will probably be
insufficient mmbers of modern radar, heavy antiaircraft guns, and
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true all-yeather interceptors to provide effective defenses for all
important targets. Moreover, wo belicve that the Soviet air defense
syatem, and all of ita components, are subject to saturation by large
scale air attacks.

2. Scviet Civil Defense
43. The USSR has a large, complex, and well-organized

civil defense system which 1s integrated into the over-all Soviet

Anti Air Defense system (PV0). The civil defense system includes a
full-time civil defense staff organimation. Comprehensive plans have
been made for the utilization of other exlsting agencies and faecilities,
and for training large groups by various mass organizations. In
addition, civil defense needs are apparently considered in urban and
regional plemning, in stockpiling, and in decentraligation Programs.

44. The USSR probably hus a greater civil defense capa.~
bility now than any other major country, except perhaps the UK. Its
present civil defense system appears well-planned and organiged, al-
thoush 4t may be deficient in preparetions against stomic attack. The
elaborate totalltaerian coatrol system, the highly regimented character
of the propulation and, to some extent, the dispersal of population
and industry constitute strong points in the Soviet civil defense gysten,
although the wide separation of various industrial complexes also poses
disadvantages. In the event of a civil defenac amergency, we believe
that a serious shortapge of transport faeilities and of materials would
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arige, and that a serious Pirs hazard would deovelop becauge of the
large proportion of wood vaed in Soviet conatruction.

3. Soviet Coastal Defenses
45. The Soviet Coastal Defense establishment, which

includes radar nets, coast watchers, coast artillery, antiaircraft,
and nawal infantry, has an aggregate strength of 400,000 men end consti-
tutes an effective third zone of defense. Soviet coastal batteriea
in World War II demonstrated the traditioral effectiveness of Russian
gumery. It is impossible to defend the entire USSR coastline with
fixed emplacements and prepared pomitions in depth, but defenass have
been established in important ports, harbors and straits.

4. Satellite and Chinese Commmist Defenses
46. The European Satellites in the West and Communist

China and North Korea in the East deepen the early warning coverage

and increase the hostile area over uhi‘ch attackers mist fly.

| 25X1

‘heir interceptor and anti-airveraft forces, whleh ere gradu.

ally being re-syuipped by the USSR, are an additional asaect., Howover,
despite some incrasse in the air defense eapabil‘.ltiés of the Satellites
and of Commmist China (potsdly in the Kores-Manchuria area), we esti-
mate that diring the period of this estimate they probebly will not be
adequate to assure any substantial degree of protection from air attack

by a capable epemy.
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