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Southeast Asia (Indoshina, Durma, Malays. Thailand, Indonesia)

Ceneral Trends and Variables

1. During the period of this estimate the atum of the
non-Commnist countries of Southeast Asia will be heavily affected
by developments in Indochina, and to & lesser extent by other
developments :i.n the East-West struggle. Barring a Western re-
verse in the Indochina conflict, Buwma and Thailand will probably
at lesst maintain snd may increase their present degres of pro-
Westarn sentiment and practisal cocperation with the West. In
Indonesia, attitudes will be samevhst more indspendent of Indo-
china events, but are in any event very uncsrtain and difficult
to predict. Malaya is of course & spsoial anse, with ths UK
attitude unlikely to change {see preceding section ___ ), and
the main variable being .t‘ho‘mu.vo attitude tovard the Commnist

revolt

2. Thus, in the event of developmsnts plainly unfavorable
to the West in Indochina, such as a substantial insreass in

Commnist-held territory or a clear French battle defeat, the

effests would be sericus in mainland Scutheast Asia, It would
take very little additicnal Communiat pressure to tring about
a Thal accomodation to Communiam. However Thailand rm‘ud?

Burma’s position would become 30 exposed that there would
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Southeast Asia (Indochina, durwa, Malaya, Thailend, Indonestef AL ppcne<)
General Trends and Variasbles

i @ma the period of this estimate the attitude of the
non-Comwmnist countries of Southeast Asia will be heavily affested
by developments in Indoshina, and to & lesser axtent by other
developments in the Esst-West struggle. Barring a Weatern re-
verse in the Indochina conflict, Burma and Theiland will probably
at least maintain and may increase their present degree of pro-
Western sentiment and practical cooperation with the West. In
Indonesia, attitudes will be somewhat more indepsndent of Indo-
ohina events, but are in any svsnt very uncestain and diffisult
to predist. Malaya %3 of course a spacial case, with ths UK
attitude unlikely to change (see preseding section —_), and
the main variable being the native att,imde toward the Communist
rewen 7

2. M in the event of devolawu plainly unfavorable

to the West in Indoshina, such as a substantial ingrease in
Comminist-held territory or a elea® French battle &t“tpg ths
effests would be serious in mainland Southeast Asia. &-mu

Cmu_; ? o
take-vory 11ttly) additional Communist pressure A6 bring M@M Aa_;u..c%,
a Thai ascomodatien to Gmw‘mimn‘ However Thailand reasted,
Burma’s pesitiocn would becoms 3% Qﬁm +hat thers would
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