r
A 4

"= ppproved For ReleH&E)N’HAbIA-RDP?QBNNZ-ZWU

e | 25X1A9a

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCTX
OFFICE OF NATICNAL ESTIMATES

26 July 1951

MEMORANDUM ¥OR THE NATIONAL ESTIMATES Bom
VIAs Chief, Estimates Staff

os5x1a0a  Frat [

SUBJECT: Flanming Froject #21 "Tho Current Situation in Albenis,
. with Partfcular Reference to Greck, Yugoslav and Italien
Interests end Pretonsions"

1. Atiasched sre drafi terms of refercnce for Flemning Projest
#21, There are several aspects to this prcblem which the Board should
probebly consider before deciding upon the action to be taken om ths
gubjeet, o
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3, The problem, by its nature, has o be cmsidered in scmovhat
artificial torms, Conflieting Yugoslav, Oreck and Itallen interests
in Albenie would omly beccme eritieal in ithe event of Hoxha'e fall
from pover, snd mogt cbgervers agree that there is little immadlate

spect of this, The problem is matier of cauzrent conoer, howsver,
in that mtual suspicions, even at ths presemt stage, could be an '
obstacle to a coordinated defemse effort, Although no substanidal
steps have been teken toward the ccordinsidon of Yugoslav, Itallen
and Oreek military plsmg, this is a logleal siep in the Western
defense effort smd en intelligence study sveh es this might well be
of congidersble walus ia that ecemeetion,

4o & key fastor in the Albanian roelstence problem ig the
attitude of Yugoslavia, As indicated in Staff Memorandum 89, Hestera
obzervers in Belgrade do not anticipate any early Yugoslav attampt to
develop a pro=Tito movenent in Albenie, largely for fear of $nviting
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Soviet or sstellite intervention. Should Western and Yugoslav

th develop ss plamied, however, reducing the Soviet threat
in Sontheastern BEuropo, ™to can hardly be expacted to continue to
mmmwmm(mwtmmmmgoﬂm, In the

sm,mmltalytommhsommdarstandingmmmgaﬂto
Albania, An intelligemec estimate of the pituation might emphasize
this desirabllity to the policy plsmners.

5, We have 1imited this project to a considaeration of Greesk,
Ttalisn and Yugoslav interests as they relatc to Western security
end have exoluded consideration of Soviet reaction to possibls
developments in Albania, Thle was done in the belief that considera-
tdon of the Soviet reaction would require the examination of broeder
problems which might obscure the question of possibls conflicts of
interest ameng Yugoslavia, Gresce and Ttaly and their bearing cn
Wegtern defense plamning for the Maditervanean.

6. Tt is reccmmonded that this project be scheduled &s an
NIE and also that OFC be requasted to partioipate,
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