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A. "Mat iz the current military situation in Indechina?
1. Vhat is the relative military strength, cobat effeativeness,
and tactical position of the French-Vietnarmese and Vied linh
Forcag?
&. OStrenpgth and Disposition of Franeh Air Foreé
{1} Az of 15 lLoverber 1951 the FASEU had a strenglth
of 365 aireraft of which 316 ware assigned to

tactical squadrons under three tactical eommands:

Lipe Hoo of Squadrons Alrerafh
Firhter | 4 83 -
Light Romcer 1 25
Jhoto Hegornalsssnce 1 22
Observation and Liaison 6 120
Transport 3 1t

316
The personnel strex}gth cf FAERD is sz followis:
Officers 524
Brlisted 6,296

: | 78,8208
' ‘Inc] udes 359 Pilobs (Offlcem and NCO®s) .,
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{2) The composition and dispoaition of the tactieal

squadrons are as follows:

TACTICAL COLVAID NORTH - Hanol

, No, of -
Unit ‘ ' Lype Aireraft Aircraft Location

Fighter Sy 1/8 F8F 20 Lae Maiellanoi
Trangport Sq 2/62 JU-52 -/ A "
Liaison Sq 53 , Martinet . ‘, 6 n

Penguin 8 R

Cricket 12 "

i1ler 1 H
Photo Recon Sq 80 F8F 12 Gia lLam=Hanol
Art Obs Sq 23 Cricket 2k "
Transport 5q 2/6l Cel7 6 n
Fighter Sq 3/6 F&F 20 Cat Bal=Haiphonz
Fighter Sq 1/9 F8F 20 " |
Bomber Sq 1/19 526 A0 "
TACTICAL CO'T*A"D CE'TER ~ Hue
Bomber Sq 1/19 Be26 15 Pourans
Fighter Sq 2/9 (Det) FGF 7 "
Art Obs Sq 21 Cricket 10 "
Liaison Sq 54 : tartinet [ n

. Cricket 4 "

Penguin A n
Transport 3q 1/64 (Det) JUwb2 3 ' w
Transport 3q 1/6i JU=52 16 Nha Trang

2
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Unit Iype Adveraft Aireraft Location
Art Obs Sq 22 (Det) Cricket 2 Nha Trang
@ Trarnsport Sq 1/6k JU=52 2 Vientiane
Transport Sq 2/64 (Det) C=47 1 . "
TACTICAL CO!MANID SOUTH = Saigon | |
Fighter Sq 2/9 F6F 16 Tan Son Nhut
Transport Sq 2/64 C=47 19 1
Transport Sy 1/64 (Det)  JU=52 5 Z
Art Obs Sq 22 Cricket 16 "
Liaison Sq 52  Martinet = 8 n
" Cricket 12 n
Penguin 6 "
Hiller-lleli-
copter 1 n

| The movement of aireraft from one tactical command to another is
| ' comaon and is determined primarily by the military situation in the
various commands,
b, French Naval Alr Arm
(1) The shors based French Naval Alr Arm in Indochina
comprises a total of 25 airéraft assigned to two patrol squadrons and
one reconnaissance squadron, The eomposition and disposition of thesze

units is as foilows:

Units Type A/C No, Aireraft Location
Patrol Bomber Sq 8F PBLY 10 Saigon
Patrol Recon 3q 8S PBY=5A 2 l~Halphong

l-Saigon
3
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Unite Type A/C HNo, Alreraft Iocation
Hecon 5q 95 Sea Otter 8 Cat Lail
Lialson C=17 | 1 Saigon

Moranes L Halphong

llote It is expected that the Catalinas will .e returned to France
in the near future, One PBLY-2 is being cannibalized for
spare parts,

The p-rsomnel gtrength of the French Haval Alr Arm is as follows:

Qfficers 87
Enlisted 758
815

s#Ineludes 35 Pilots (Officers and NCO's).

(2) The carriar based French Naval Air Arm in Indochina
comprisss a total of 44 aireraft aboard the CVL Arromanches, of which
16 F6F's are.operational and 16 ars in ressrve and 6 SD2(C%s are operal.ional
with 6 reserve, The airgroup perscnnel complement ls 30lpilcts officurs
and 310 airorewmen. The primary nigsion of the ARROVANCHES is maritine
surveillanes, eapeeially coastal, and air support to ground operationﬂa

o, Air Faeilities

¥rench air facilities in Indochina are very linmited, Only
ten airfields'have permanent-surfaced ruavays, Of these, only the
airfjelds ap Haiphong, Tourane and Saigon are capsble of sustained
operation of medium bumber and jet alreraft. In the eritical Tonkin
delta area, the French are using three airflelds, Bac Mal and Gia Lam
at Hanol and Cat Bai at llaiphong. This latter airfleld, Czt Bail, has
full facilities as a fighter and light bomber base as well as the

K
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largest underground fuel capacity in northern Indochina, It is also
here\at Haiphong that a’nsw airfield, Kien An, is near complction,
Then completed as planned it will have twin 7,500~£oot rUNUaYS. 'All
of these highly important French airfields are surrounded by rice
| ﬁaddies w. dch mokes fleld dispersal and camouflage of sircraft
impossible, They are within range of possible air attacks from
nearby Chinese Communist airfields in Yunnan, Kuangei and Hainan \
Tsland ereas, If they should fall into Viet iinh hands, Hue Airfield,
300 miles to the south would be the next good operational field availe
ablé to the FAEEO, In central Indochina, the most important alrfield
1s Tourane with 6,400 foot permanent runways and full facilities.
Tan Sot Nhut Alrfield near Saigon is the most important airfield in
laouthern Indochina, and the home base of the FARRO,
Of the eighh auxiliary saapiane gtations avallable to the
French Naval Air Arm in Indochina, Cat lai Seaplans Station, six
miles east of Salgon, is the only suitable sesplane landins area,
d, Combat Effectiveness. i ' N
The FATEO capabilities are excellent in operations of
a tactical ground support type, with no ﬁir opposition or effective
enemy AAA fire, It is also very efficiegt in cbnducting paratroop
operations and supply by airdrop, transport asctivities, racoﬁnaissance,
observation and liaisén, witl.in the 1i dtations of its equipment. The
French pilots are well uallified to perform tactical support missions
of low-level and dive bombing, rocketsy and gunnery., FAEEQ would be

P 5
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relatively ineiffective in air defense operations, dus to laek of mbdarn
interceptor aircerait, radar defenses and early narning, or fighter
direction equipment.

The coubat effectiveness of the.combinod shore and sea based
French laval Alr Arm in perforning its mission of satrol, reconnalssance,
destruction of enemy shi ping, and su port to ground operations 1is
good within the limits of its alreraft and facilities,

8, Strength and Dis.osition of Viet Minh Air Force

(1) The Viet !linh have no known Foree in being, and no
imnediate prospect of developinz sueh a Fores, There have been some
roports of trolning of Viot linh pilots being conducted vy the Chiness
Comminists at various south China airfields; but this is unconfirmed.
If the Viet Minh ground forees are to have alr support during comingr
operations against the French/Vietnameae, it would be provided only

. by the Chinese Cormunist Alr Foree, usin: either regular units or

tvolunteers®,
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B, 'hat are the capabilities of the Chinese Communists to commit
an increaasing volume of air assistance to ‘the Viet ldnh in the
form of advisers, instructors ¢ manpower and msteriel?
1. Assuming prdsent situation or an intensification of the
fighting in Korea? | |
The Chiness Communists have cormitted no known air assistance
to the Viet !!inh in the form of manpower or materials \up to the proe
sent tims. It 1s possible that there may be a fev airfield advisers
anony the some 8000 Chinese Communist advisers already with Viet Ilinh
undts in Indochina. There have also been unconfirmed reports ;of
training of Viet Liinh pilots being coﬁductad by the Chinese Communisism
in the Sinc-~Tonkin border ares. Unless the Chinese Communists decide
\_ to create s Viet lilnh Adr Forcs, as the Soviets did with the Chinene
Communist Air Force itself, there 1s no nead of their committing air
| assistanca to the Viet linh in the form of advisers, instructore,
mahpower and materiel at this time, |
2: Apsuping an mmisticas in Korea?
The Chinese Conmunists, assuning an areistice in Korea, would
| have the capebility of baginning the creation of a Viet !%4nh Alr
Forece, and providing it with materiel assistance. Lopgistical diffie
i culties and the time elément necessary to create a modern day air
| force from scratch wouid be seriously limiting factors in this course

of action, however.
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C. "hat are tha capabilities of the Chiness Communists to commit.
rnajor elementa of thoir rogular air forces in Indochina?
Lo Assuming present situation or an intensification of the
fighting 1n II:orea.? .
8. ‘hat air strength could the Chineso Communists commit

to such an invasion? “hat alrfislds are availablo or

could be made avallable and supported loglsticaily for

operational use?

The Chinese Comnmunist Alr Force is estimated to have
approximately 1700 adreraft available at the present time, includfng
900 jet fighters, 250 pleton fighters, 160 pround aﬂtack, 240 light
bombers, and 150 transport airoraft. The bulk of these aircraft,
sspecially the Jet li‘ightars, aré currently located ianorbh China undl
Nanchuria,

There are a fev airfields in Viet !dinh held territory
- within Inciochina. which the Glﬁnase Communist Air Force might use, but
racent alx feeonnaissanca s. vorified by aerial pholographs, show that
no affort has baen made by the Viet !'inh to prepars these fields for
operations. This would indicate that utilization of airfislds in
south China is the nost probable 1f air cpemiionﬁ araingt Indochina
bagin, Twentystwo airfields exist or could be made availablae on
short notice within 400 nautical miles of Hanol; in the Yunnan,
Twangel and llainan arsas, of sufficlent size to be considersd by the
CCAF for use in conducting air operations againgt the Tonkin Delta
area of Indochina. Five of these sirfields are clsss II fislds, and

are capable of supporting limited operations of heavy/medium bombers

‘ Y ]
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and sustalned operations of jet tactical support fiphters; with run-

ways of 6,000 feet or better. Six clags III fields are potential
heavy/medium bamber bases and are prssently capable of supporting
austaiﬁed oparatione of jet interceptor fighters, with rumrays of
5,000 feet or more. Tho remaining 11 airfields are Class IV flelds,
and will support sustained operations of light transports and plston
fighters, with rurmays of 14,000 faet or better,
It i3 belioved that at present lanning, Liuchou, and

Pal-so are the only threse bases from which jat fighters could be
used in support of air operations in the Tonkin area of Indochina.
Decause of the range of the 11IG.15, operations from these bases would
pm-bably be confined to combat air patrol and escort.

| At present tho CCAF is principally loceted on fields in
the llanchurian-lorean area, the najority of thess within combat range
of "orth 'orea, Some of thelr jot alreraft ars being uged consistanﬂ,y
apainst UI oireraft, It is not believed that the CCAT would logicelly
pu'll out ‘r.mny of thelr jet~type aircraft for any eppreciable pariod
of time from the lorean ar to use in the south against Indochina
Thé posaible exception to this might be the moving of some jets domn
to help in air operations against the major French-Vietnamese airfields
in the Tonkin area, The use of their plston-type aircraft is a dif-
ferent matter. These aireraft \are not belng used to any extent at
present, and could be noved gouth without weakening the preaent GCAF
capability in the Korean area. They could be used for either a

sudden attaclk or for prolonged operations in the Indochina theatre,
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d be able to acc.ompliah the miseion desired without fear of
FAREO jot interception, Dus to tho lack of air defenses by the
French-Vietnamese, both ground and air, a split of this type would
allowr the CCAF to accomplish dual missions effectively, without
weakening thelr present &ca.le of operatlons in Korea.
2c Assuning an armistice in Korea, what air strength could the
'Chinese Communists commit to such an invaslon? |
The Chinese Communists are capsble of using, for air operstions
in Indochina, all or any part of thoir present air force in being ﬁhen
roleased frdn their Korean mission, subject only to logistical and
air facilities limita in the Indochina~China horder area.
Do liow would the air capabilities of the Viét. I-Iinh forces be affected
in tho next six months if: | |
1. Chinese Communist air technical and materiel assistance were
taintained at approximately preseﬁt nature and levela?
There is no Chinese Communist air technical and materiel
asaistance being given to the Viet Linh at ‘prasont.
Je Chinaaa Comnunlists commit rajor oleaments of their regular air
. forces in Indochina? -
The emplojment of major units of the CCAF in air operations
in the Tonlddn Delta area of Indochina anytime durlng the next alx
months could practically eliminate the present operational French
Alr Foree in this area, A euccea:ml aurprise attack on the Tonkin
Airfields could knock out, it 1s estimated, approximately A60% of the
Fronch Air Force's operntional aireraft in Indochina, including 75%
of their fighter strength., This would remove' a major obstruction
to Viet !inh/Chinese Communist ground forces, and allow the 1ssue to
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i Eo that are tha.present French-Vietnamese capabilities for aiy
| defanae'againatz
1. The Viet liinh alone, assuming & continuance of the present
scale of Chinese Comminist assistance?

Since the Viet i!inh have no air force, the Franch-Viatnameaa
are not lacldng in atr defenses ageinst the Viet Iinh alona,

2, The Viet I‘dnh alone, assuning the present nature and level
of Chinese Comrmnist ald is increasod?

So long as tﬁe Chinese Communists do not "greate" a Viet liinh
Air Force, or »rovide a "volunteer" air force for their uss, the
Franch-V1atnameaé air defense capabllity against the Viet Liinh alene
will not change,

3o The Viet iiinh, with major elanents of the CCAF?

It ia believed that both the Franch-Vietnamese ground forces
and the FARI would be relatively ineffective in alr defenss operations, |
The Tonkin ares airfields are especially vulnersble to attack, They
‘are overcrowded with alreraft, there is no ad;qnate radar or early
warning system, AAA defenses are Limited, there is insufficient Bpacy
for diepersal of aircraft, and installations end aireraft are not
camouflaged. The FANEC aircraft (FSF and F6F) which would be ubilizmad
ag interceptors or combat air patrol nissions are not in condition to
perform such a role, and probably could not stand up aga.j.nsb modern
Soviet type fighter alreraft, Through lack of maintenance water ine

| - Jection systems are useless and there is no oparable dxygen in the
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alroraft, Tho TARZEO is tra.lned and uged pﬁmaril!n a tagtical
grbund gupport role, For theao ressons it is baliaved that the prow
gand FALID mu}d be out foupht in a short perisd of time, 1f enpaged
in combat by the Chinese Communist i\;ir Force presently in being.
Fo "hat trends in Franch Vietnamese capsbilities to resist Viet Inh~

Chinese Communist prassure are probable through mid=19527

1o In alr material supply (schoduled MDAP ald)?

“ogv of tha presant eapability of the FAETD 1w dus to the

LDAP assistonce recolved during the past year, and that remaining to
be dalivared during FY 1952, Present EDAP'policy prbvidea for tha
replasoment of alrerafi a8 nesded to malntain the level now reached
by the FAEEO in Indochina and to supply all the ammnition and POL
neodnd for combat oparations sc vequlred. The question of supplying
the FAZES with Jot fiphters is under considersiiony there are none
seheduled for Indochina ot present.
G. Vhat 4s the importance of Indochina to the USSR and to Comminiet

Chéina? |

1. TFrom the point of view of dynamic international Communism?

- | 2« From the point of view of Chinate defense;?
| | Fram the poinh of view of dynamic international Communiam.

Indoching is 'l:.he‘ key to control of mainland Southesst Asia, not only
becau,.se of its geographic location, but also because it is the princi~
pal center of estern-led amed resistence to the spread of Commniam

throurhout the ares.
SECRET
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Insemuch as no nation aspiring to a position of power can
long tolerate the presance of a hos‘c.il‘e foraign power on its borders,
the presence of French amed forges noear the Ching~Indochina bordex
could be said to constituts a potential threa:b to Communist China.
In reality, howevaer, the only aggressivé threat in the area 1s that
posed by Communist China itself, and the explosive border situstion
elther would not exist or could at least ba settled amiqa.bly ware it
not for tho patantly apgressive policises of the Chinese Communist
roegine. |
Ho “hat would be the influence on Chinese Communist courses of

action with raspect to Imlochina. of's
1. Davelorments in i.orea?
A continuation of the present air war in the lorean theater
' would probabiy prevant: the Chinege Communists from launching major
alr operations against Indochf;na. It would not; howaver, prevent |
the redisposition of sufficient aireraft for a damaging surprise
air attack in 1ndoch:lna.
| 4o A possiblo Chinese Communiat belief that a more asggressive
coursa in Indochina might bring UN or US retaliastion,
including an air campaign, ageinst the China mainland?

If the Chineée Communists believed that a more aggressive

course in Indoehina might bring UN or US retaliation, including an

- SECRET

13

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030006-0



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030006-0 ) . ;

SECRET

air campaign; aeainat the China maihland » they would prohably not
attempt a small scale aggressive move (such as the surprise air
attack envisioned in I, H. 1., above) either with or without
& Korean armistice. In these circunstances, the Chinese Commu-
niats probably would not launch sny action likaly to be conatrued
as qggroaa;on aralinst Indochina until they ha;d_available for
immedlate employment in China Proper sufficient ground and air
strength to conduct larpe-scale sustained action in Indochina and
to repel anticipabted Ul-US retaliatory action agdina’b mainland
China, ﬁawevar, the Chlness Communists would pfoba‘bly continue
to furnish the Viet Iinh foress with such materiel and advisory
asalstance as geemed to be beyond the UN-US capabilitiss to
datecté | _
5. A signiﬂcant improvement in the French=Vietnamese

military and politiecal position in Indochina?

A significant improvament in the French—?iatnameae military
and political position in Indochina would probably have the effect
of increasing Chinese Commnist ald to the Viet lilnh forces with
the m:l.nimwn_ objactive of pi'evmting the campleie defeat of the
latter, '

SECRET
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of the economic and military strains on metropolitan France .
involved in a long-term and indecisive war in Indochina?

There are some indleations of a weakening of the French will to
resist in Indochina, not only because of the continuing economig and
military strains, but also because of a feeling of the ft.\lt.ility of

* continuing the struggle without the dynamic leadership of Delattre
in the face of the apparentljr growing prospect of massive Chiness
Communist intervention, Assuming that this French attitude becomes
a permanent trend, the resultant Chinese Communist course of action
could be either active or passive; dependins largely upon the timing
dictated by international Communist strategy, The Chinese Conmunists
could take advantage of the weakening Yrench will to resist and strike
a quick knock-out blow to achieve Communist control of Indochina, On
the other hond, they misht see less reagon than ever for major inter-
‘vention, in vicw of the apparently increased Viet Minh capability to
achieve eventual Cormunist control,

7o Develo:prmnt.s elseﬂhere in Southeast Asla (for example, Buﬁna)

favorable to the Communists,

If the current unstable developments in Surma continue. unchecked,
that country may well come under actual or effective Communist contreol
wit.hiq a year or two with relatively little effort on the part of the
Chinese Conmunists, Communist control of Durma would virtually isolate
Indoching frm;\ the remainder of mainland Southeast Asia and thus greatly
facilitate the ultimate conquest of Indochina. Such a situation would
also place the Cormunists in an ext.remeiy favorable position to launch

SECRET
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a twomprong .d attack on I:dochina, from burma and Communist China,
The actual eourse of aetion followsd by Communist China in these
circumstances would be larpgely dictated by the requirements of
international Communist stratepy.

8, Developments outside of Southeast Asis,

The orly tyne of devolopmbﬁt cutside of Kbrea, Southeast Asia,
or the Soviet Bloe which could be assumed to have a deterrent effect
on any Chinese Communist appressive plans respeeting Indochina is
Western (predominantly US) politieal and/or military action Whi‘.‘-h“‘iﬂlﬂ.d
convinge the Soviet Dloe that further Chinese Cormunist aggression in
the Far East would be rmet by disastrous counteraction, Conversely,
developmenta which implied to the Soviet Lloe a lack of Western
‘determimt‘ion to block further" Communist agzression would serve as

" a green lisht to the Chinese Communists with réapecf. to Indochlna,

II. I'DICATIONS OF CULR HT CHINFSE COMUNIST INTUTIONS ™ITH RES(/BCT 1
10 CIDICHINA

4, That lndleations may be .derived from Commnist military

activity in Communist Ghina and within Indochina?

Although there is no reliable intelligence that CdAF unity
have mov .d néarer to Indochiﬁa than Canton and Hankow, there ars
a number of unconflrmed réporbs of CCAF activity in Yunnan, Kwangei, and
Ktvangﬁung I’rovinces bordering on Indochina, According to these reports,
there have been prépar&tidn# at anning Alrfield, beginning at least

as far baek as August 1951, which include runway improvem:nt, provision
] 16
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of fuel storage facilities, security precautions, hanger construetion,and

storage of.aireraft parts, These reports also allsge the planned
esfablishment of a maintenance "factory" at Hanning;the development
of auxiliary airfields at former alrfield locations within HIG-15"
corbat radlus of Tonkin, the establishment of an airfield in the
Paracel Islands, and the arrival of jet aireraft and convontional
bomber aireraft at anning, Other reports state that there has been
an increasc in tcchnical and supervisory personnel at airfieids in
the Canton area and thaﬂ engineers have arrived at the vorder toun
of Langson, Indochina, to establish an airfield for the Viet ldnh

forees,
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