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(b) Local and Regional Problems:
Macedonia: Historically, one of the most vulnerable
areas in Ihgoslévia is Macedonia, focal point for the manipulation
of local antagonisms. The Tito regime hes shown itself to bs acutely
&ware of this vulnerabilmty and has taken politicel, aconomic, and
cultural steps to lessen it. In the past two years Belgrade has

indicated - {ncreasing confidence in its ability to succassfully come

‘bat Cominform intrigues as shown by the absence of special security

measures inlﬁacedonia and Belgrade's anti-Bulgarian propaganda
campaign.

At the same time, however, Moscow does possess certain poten=
tialities which it presumably hopes to exploit in Macedonia. These
include (1) continued existence of local petty antagonisms; (2) the
presence of elements desiring either an ihdependent.Mécedcnia or
one more closely tied to Bulparia; and (3) peraietent aconomie
problems. ' These possibilities have been enhanced, at least theoretice
ally, by the current attitude of the peasants towards the Tito reg:imee

In the flush of the first indigenous nationalist vovernmant
in centuries, Macedonia more thgn any' of the other republics hes
moved, further and more forcefully towards the establishment of Come
munist matiods of productions, This is especially trus with regard
to'the creation of agricultural cooperatives. The federal governe
ment has supported and encouraged this trend in theihope of winning
the loyalty-qf Hacedonian nationalists by assisting their economic
progress. In creating a large socialist agricultural sector Belgrade
has established a group of younz Communist officials dependent upon
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the continuation of the systeme. This group may now be wary of ths
effects of the current trend towards.liberalization will have on

their personal power. They cannot be expected to view with equanimity
such measures as the announcement made in lats September that 50 per=
cent of the members of the Peoples' Committees in Croatia and Serbia
were béing dlemissed in the interest of greater ef‘ficieiicy.

The temporary shelving of the touchy Asgean Macedonian issue
does not seem to have worked against the Tito regime despite the fact
that Cominform propazanda has characterized Tito as the betrayer of
the legitimate rights of the Macedonian people because of his alleged
indifference to the fate of Gresk Macedonians now under ‘monarcho=
fascist? rule, Apparently, the lengthy program of assurance under-
taken by the Macedonian Communist Party for several months prior %o
the closing of the Gresk-Yugoslav border on August 2 » 1949 has been
effective. Tho creation of the Society for Aegean lMacedonian Refugees,
while. ostensibly for social welfare purposes such as housing and
employment, has political implications for the Yugoslav Macedonians
in that it indicaﬁ’es that the Yugoslavs are not insensitive 4o the
present plight and future diapositi_on of Aegean Macedonians.,

Recsnt reports from Macodonia indicate contimuing efforts
by the Cominform to win over the people to its cause, particularly
members of the Macedonian Communist Party. These efforts have ape
parently included (1) droppinz leaflets from aircrafty (2) eending
barges loaded with propagands leaflets across the border at Strumica;
and (3) lately an attempt to revive the TURO organization in Greek

and Yugoslav Macedonia. This is in addition to the incessant antie
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Yugoslav propaganda emanating from Radio Sofia and the lree Ureek
Radio.

So far all évidenca points to the conclusion thép Bulgarian
propagzanda efforts have not bsen successful. The recent attentioﬁ
devoted to the re-activation of TIRO under Communist auépices ceems
to be & tacit admission of the failure of these efforts. In a
recent interview with US Embassy officials a local Macedonian Cabinet
member said that the Cominform had actually succéeding in reviving
the_ébd terrorist organization in northern Greece, buib only on 2
limited scale. He added, however, that ths situstion would bear
watching because the IMRO tradition was still strong in the mountains
and that under clevar leadership a revival of IMRC could con;eivably
occurs Cominform afforts to re-activate the IMRO have softepedeled
the Communist and Bulgarién sponsorship and instead emphasized
Macedonian naticnalist aspirations and ihgoslaviafs alleged betrayal
of the Macedonian cause,

Macedonia continues to be plagued by economic problems,
none of which, however, are any different from those affecting other

< areas in Yugoslavia. A major disappointmént, according to one
Macedonian official, was the notable lag in the planned rate of
industriaiization; "Althouzh he readily admitted that this could be
laid directly to the Cominform still he indicated the resultant
situation was irritating. Housing is a problem gnd is complicated .
by the flow of Albanian and Bulgarian refugecs as well as the
presence in Skoplje and other cities of groups of Aegean Macadoqians¢'

Macedonian cities are not large enough to accommodate the incressed
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urban population caused by even the limited industrialization.
Peasant resistance to the rezime seems cn the upswing with the bovernm
ment in several c¢ases being forced to call out the militia to quell

- riotous peasants. The severe taxes and enforcsd collections of grain

are not popular with the peasants who 8till own their own land.
The #lbanian and Turkish Hosléms are apparently not happy with the
CPY's decree abolishing the weil for women and polygzamy as . a relig;ous
practice. There is obvious discontent in Macedonis as in other areas
but at the moment it does not appear to be of such proporiions as to
serionsly threaten the Tito regime.

Hontenegro: Montensgro represents another ares peculisrliy
susceptible to Cominform pressure. Historically and culturally
oriented towards Russia, it has shown itself still open to fusslan
influencs. Some of the most prominent Cominform defectors have been

- Montenegrine, including Max Goranovic and Voja Srzentic, The Montenegrin
terrain is suitad to guerrilla warfare and for the infiltration of
agents from Albania. ,One of the main complainte heard in Beigrade
‘and Zagreb is that the Monténegrins are rumning the cenéral govern=
ment. Some Slovene and Croat Communists resent the attention given
backward areas like Montenegro instesd of their own more industrially-
advanced areas., Montenegrin mentality peculiarly lends itself to

police activities and to the treditional Balkan=type espionage
activity. There are some who believe that the predominance of Mon-

tonegrins in tha secret police (UDBa) and the security troops (KNOJ)

‘actually represents a serious threat to the security of the regiﬁe. :
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Another factor which the Cominform could conceivably play upoh is
the traditiongi resentment of primitive peoples to govermment con-
trols. Belgrade has catered to liontenegrin economic and cultural
sensibilities but not at the exponse of relylng on them entirely.
Yugoslav Army units from other areas of the country are stationed
in Montenegre and any attempted uprisinz would be faced with the
proapact of immediate armed retaliation.

The Yugoslav Government is acutely aware of ;t,heéc political
weaknesses and is cqnst,a.ntly employing measures, including harasg=
ment by the sccret police, to keep them in check. Short of armed
intervention in the country, there appears no reason to believe that
the stability of thé Tito regime will be affected by either one or
all.
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