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CENTRAL INTELLIGENGCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTTMATES gl
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SECRET

10 Mareh 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Allan Evans, OIR
Colonel B, B. Telley, (-2
Captein Rey Madpass, ONI
Golonel Edward H, Porter, AFOIN
Colonel S, M. Lensing, JIG

SUBJECT ¢ Post-llorten on Intelligence Gaps Revealed in
the Prepavation of NIE-35/1

REFERTNCE ¢ Minutes of Veelting on Intelligencs Gaps Ueld
in O/NE on 13 February 1952

1. As agreed st the meeting on this general subject held
on 13 Pebrusry, it 4s requested that yowr representatives he
present at 10:00 Tuesdsy, 18 March, in Room 146 Scuth Building,
for a post-mortem meeting on intelligence gars revealed in the
proparation of NIE-35/1, "Probable Develommsnts in Indochina
through Mid-1952,%

2. It is the opinion of owr Staff that NIE-35/1 suffered
from ingufficient intelligence on a mumber of gquestions, and
that subsequent estimates concerning Indoching would bensiit
from eny improvement that could be made in £illing those
intelligence gaps. We auggesi the attached questions as the
agenda for the meeting., This 1list is not intsnded to be

- definltive, and any sugpestions the IAC representatives may wish
to make at the mesting will be welcomsd.

FOR THE ASSISTANT DIRECTCR FOR NMATIONAL ESTIMATES:
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ITI, Vist devel ntg.
Can more relisbls intelligence be obtalned concerning the
follmdngz |
What 1s the state of morale and political vishility V
within the Vietpam? o
B, To what extent are Vietnumese official statements
French sponsored?
€. To vhat extent ave Vietnamese press statements Frenc
sponsored?

ITI. Yiet ldnh ‘demlowfexrbg.
Can more reliable intelligence be obtained on the following

pointss

A, What is the gtate of morale among the Viet Minh leader-
ghip, army, and population?

B, Uhat iz the extent of congolidation of cortrol over
terrlitories under Viet Minh military comtrol?

C. VWhat is the present role of Ho Chih Minh% Uhere 1s he?
Who are the other important figuves in the Viet Minh
(backgrounds, responsibilities, etec.)?

D, Whet frictions, if any, exist between the Viet Minh and
the Gbinése Commmists?
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E, Uhat relations sre there, if any, between the Viet

Minh and the Soviats?
¥, VWhat is the Viet Minh menpower situsbtion? Food situation?

the Viet @mc
Our pregent estimates on this subject appear to be largely

a matter of guesswork., Can more yelisble mtelligenoe be obtained
on the following: '
A, How are these people integrated? UWhat functions do
they perforn? Uhat degree of control, if any, dous
‘their "advice" carry?
B, Are thess “adavisors® largely techniciens, or is there
a largs percentage of gsenlor personnsl?
C. How are langusge differences bridged? How arve tradi~
 tional Chinese-Indochinese frictions bridged?

V. Ihe existence and function of Chiness "volunteers” with the
Viet M
| Can mors reliable intelligence be obbained on the following
points:
A, Are any Chinese militery unite attached to Viet Minh
| unite? Are any Chinese abtached ag individuals to Viet
Minh units? FHave any Chinese been definitely identified
in combat zones? | |
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B, What ip the relisbility of veports of Chinese Mtribal®
or "border® peoples serving with Viet Minh combabt unite?

C. Do any Chinese "volumbesrs" perfom garrison, support
or rear-ares fimoetimme? ' _

D, What is the relisbility of reports of Chinese "wvolunteert
headquarters and training organizations?

E, Are there any indications of the incressed introduction
of Chinese "voluntecrs® with the Viet Minh?

VI. IThe capability of the Chinese Commumists to_pupport logisticeily

an ipy_a_sion of Indoching, |

A, Ip there sny method of getting inereased and Impwoved
Intelligence concerning transportation routes and
facilitles within gouth Chinn? Within Viet Minh
territory?

B. Is there amy method of getding increased and improved
intelligence conmcerning Chinese Communist stockpiling,
both in south China and with Viet Minh territory?
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