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HEMORARDUM

SUBIECY: C(himese Commmist and Horth Vietnamese Resctions
to & Proposed U5 Cowrse of Action

THE PROBLEN

To estimats the resctioss of Peking snd Hamol to overhsad
recosngissance of large sress of 3outh Chine by drome, U-2, oF
S8-71 aireraft. The aircraft would ester Chineses sirspace from
the direction of Horth ¥Vietnanm,

DISCUBAION

1. Borth Vistnam 3o being overflowm regulsrly by SR-T1
aireraft snd, to & move limited extent, by U2z and dromes. It
mmwmam,hm,mmm.MMsu
ssnce overflights of Chinese territory. Hanol, and move
particulerly Peking, woull be concerned with the questica of vhy
the US was resuming suoh overflights st this time. Peking would
provably view the action ss indicating & somewhat more assertive
posture by the new U3 adsispistzation townrd China. The use
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of the 8%-T1 for the first time over China might intensily
Chinase appreapsioms, particularly because of the apparent
U3 willinguess to gxpose a highly sophlsticated alreraft

2, I the cverflights occewred in & pericd vhen the Comwmiste
thought thsy saw siges of a more aggressive U military postare
1n Bowth Vietnsm or a herder US negotisting line in Peris, both
Peking and Banoi might isterpret the flight over Chine ss a
praiude to the resusption of US bumhing in the Tonkin delta.
In thess ocircumstances, they might feel it prudemt to take some
defensive mesmures -- €.g., to beef up C(hineme alr defense
eapabilities north of thelr common border, or to returs into
Horth Vistasa the thinese AAA mmits recently withdrewn from there.

3. Bayond $ats popsible defensive sctiom, the overflights
would be highly unlikely to stimulate Peking or Hamol to iy
important raspomge. Both the North Vietsamese snd Chincse would,
of course, sttemmpt to shoot down sny intrader and, if successiul,
would propegandizes widely, especislly if the airersft were mamned.
In view of the recent Sino-Soviet border clash snd the clamorous
propegeads battle which has enuued between thae two, there woull be

-2
P SBCRET,

Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001400030029-5

25X1
26X1

25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1




Approved For-Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001400030029-5

ToP :I?:

some temptation for Peking to play up the US asrfal imtrusion
&8 further evidence of UW-Sovlist "eollausion,” Hamol's propagands
performance would be much more restrained.

L. overflights of Chine, if taken in the context of proposed
U5 military maneuvers in the Korean ares and Righ tension on
the Sino-Soriet border, might sdd something to Peking's belled
thet the U3 and UBBR exe colleborating to isalate and surround
(hinn. We camnct be sure how Peking's beifiz? in such collaboration
might atfsct Chinese thinking with respect to the warsaw talke.
Overflights, by themselves, aight tend to discourage contacts
with the U !’marmmum,mtﬁmwm,
sngourage ewch comtacts. In any event, we doudt that the over-
Mturemmahﬁmmmwmma
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