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HMOBARIXNM FOR THE DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: The Motivation, Ubjectives, end Influemcs of
thich Tri Gusag

Thich Tl Gueng's politicel viewe end present politice!
influencs have deep historicsl roots which must be sppreecisted
tf his political position snd power is to be undargtood,

After careful considsretiop of all svellshle evidence, we do not
consider hin to be x Ocmmmist or comsclous Commmnlst sgeat. ¥He
is, however, o fanatic nstiomslist, strongly enti.Catholic end
Wm:nmmesmammmm
the Cosmmnists, There are growds for eonsidersble doubt sbout
mmtwmtyofhﬁxmmammmmw
interests. Sonsihelese, he is & foree not 1lkely to dlswopesy
from the Vietnmmeso politicel scene and one with vhich the snii-
Commmmist side -« 1 and Vietnamsse -~ will simply heve io
TaTN.

£ XD

1. hioh™ Tri Cwemg's own politicsl views snd the resuone
way he strikes such = resvonsive chord in mmny non-Cetholic
Vietnmmese Loth have doep hiswﬂm To0%. Intense, frequently
renophobic nationslion 15 = proncumeed tralt in the Vistnemaese
charscter. Trsditiomlly -- ﬂaﬁ w& entively without justifice.
tion -- mm-Cetholic Yietnomese have idextiflsd Cathollicism with
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# *Mmich" {1iterally "the Vemsrsble”) is 2 Vietnmsese relistous
title roughly esuivalont to our “Beveresd,’
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ﬁjm&ww*ﬁaf%&w&ﬂm - m, mm
demonatinble falsity in many respects -~ thelr widespread
W{m%i&mﬂﬁm&%mmm
conselionsly than omselously held) is » pelitienl faot shiteh
camot ba dlsosunited or awdred.

%

’1%%%@%&4 o 4 b
Prom Japen o 161h, %mwm:mmmm
way tuaned {6 Vieteoss., A mission war crteblished ooar Tourese
The following yeer. Abeut s deoade lsmber {1607) smother Jesait
niscionary, Father Adsandve de Fhodes, wes sent o Tosdting 4o
2ateblish & mission ot Haeoi. The efforis of this repepiebls man
{%,mmw@;mmamaﬁmmm
sarint in vhich Yietnmuwese 1s now writien) st the cowwee of
mwa&mmmwm In 165, he obbalnet
WM&*MMWW%WWMWJ
aetivity in Infodhine, 17 he could recenit the persannel and
mmzmmmfmmm & Froodoen oy
birth, he turned o his compabtriots for sssistence o both
coantn, ond thus, mmmg initieted Fvench imberes?
in end associstion with Indodhine

i ¥ wmw#m&mm%mwmww
#plit indo bwe kivgdoms; during the latier perd of that cemtury
both were racied Yy a series of lmsurmections ead oivil wars
mmmm&mm&* :amm&amm,mmm
mmmwwmw:am mm
do Boholne, Apostolic Viesr of Cochin-{Hins snd tzmmm af
i\ﬁmﬁ* mmmwm‘:m@ﬁﬁw@

sppioned Nls tpnse. With the somovhal reluctent blessing of
m§m,h&~ od & forelgn Rercensyy smy which ensbind
Wmmmmmwwmw,mm,mmu
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SLGRET,

an o uaified throne ot lae a3 the Hsperor (e long -~ Mh@
@ Wm&m el mmm,mm,
apased 1n 1756, Thus, ia Vietssmess gres, the Mawyen dynasty
misw sovor with Gw oid of foreign sims Mbgai‘m@
Tiehon,

k., Despite the indispenzpbls sesistence Ole Tong himsalfl
h@mimwwémwmmmwm
Cathelle Chursh, his mlants and
vmmgwgm&,mwm mﬁw
mmtwmmwmwwaMMﬁw

mm&m wam', !&w 'ﬁtm w,w gmx& anon m

Waﬁ mm mz, mmm@
mﬁmﬁ;y (mma he attandon W dourean )
mmmwwmmwm “sdviscae”. Tha
mmwwmwmwwmm{mmmw
_ spared under Franch rule) were st lowst nominally Cotholle,

c«MMMWWMWwMme
sckools. mrmmmmwﬁxﬁmmmm

*m&wmw mmm@emmw
mmmymm cred Bas Doen o2)e 40 cral acraen and dewoay
s Yemd”,
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4. wespite iz owa inleuse, anii~Freuch matiommliisas, Hgo
ik Uies was a meabor of the class of Vietmamese Catholice
szadaring who were Ifmvored and prospered under the French,
{9hile Diem was still a ehild, his own father was almost killed
py & Huddhist modb.) Though his asme was xuown and respected
amon: all classes of edacaied, politically aware Vietnamese,
whea he cawe to power in 1954 his active, organized supporters
wveye montly Catholics from Central Vietnaa, This group rozaiased
sne of his two priucipal malastays, the other being militantly
anti-Communizst refugees froa Nerth Vietmeazm--gaother group whosse
seabaers were, ila the main, Catholic. Even though this may have
heen ng much, if not more, by accident thaa desiza, as time
pent on Viea's regime acquired, la non-Catholic Vietuamese eyow,
an toeressingly Catholie cast. [ts semi-covert politioal
aechanise, the Can lao Party, was costrolled by Catholics; its
sfficial philosophye-"perscasliss” (developed by Ngo dinh Whu)e-
owed obvious extensive debis 1o Frenmch Catholie thlakers and
was expounded o all sentor fusctloomries at an imetitoute
presided over by Archbishop Thuc., In 1856, after lenghhy and
zlaborate ritual, Diem and his goverument forsally dedicated
tha country (o the Virgia Mary. T7The extent to which Catholies
sbtained preferaent in civil and amilitary life (something
sctually due to anny causes, f(reguantly lscludiag better
cducation) gensrated the widespread belic! that at least
saningl conversion to Catholicise wvas 3 roguiremesnt for advance-
LR,

. ia shert, a plethora of imncidents, evenis, praciieces,
and policies~-muny of them aluost cortainly uaiantentional or
accidental--inid the groundwork for a "religtious issae” on
which eriticism of and opposition to Diem could crysisllize
and foeus. Angly=is of recent Vietmausse history and contem-
porary evenis oftean, almost ilavariably, zpeaks of "the Buddhist
dispate” or "“the Buddhist affair.”™ Actuslly, this is inaccurate
an? in some ways dangerously uisleading termisology. The
ausber of devout, aciively practicing Buddhists in Yietnmam
probably does adt greatly exceed the asumber of practicing
{atholleos., dost Vietnamese are religicus eclectics adhering
to a vague aixture of animisa, ancestor vorship, and Confucian
ethical precepts. The politically ispoertant fact about
Yietoan's religious ecoloyy, however, iz that the overvheliming
apjority of Vietmmese are not Catholic., Ian the so-anlled
"Buddhint” sovement, thereiore, sducated and politically
conucious Vietnmmese can voice their geseral (frequently
unconscious) opposition to the political aspects of Catholicien
and their particular opposition {¢ the predominantly Catholic
politteal movewment formerly headed by the Ngo family.
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B. This background of ancient and recent history sbaped
Tri Quang's owa political views and, sven more importaatly,
provided him with a large, potentially receptive audience.
Hin opportunity came at a time when mapny South Vietnamese were
ready, almost walting for his message. 1In this lies one of the
prime reasons for his pover and influence. However, Tri Quang
was also almost uniguely equipped to take advanixge of his
spportunity when it came. An smbitious, skillful, ruthless
political mazipulator and bora demagogue; he 1s one of that
rare breed that all nations throw up occasionally but very
infrequently~-a npatural political leader. Politically, he seems
to be primarily motivated by ambition, intense nationalimm,
and anti-Catholicism--though in his mind the latter two are
prohably intertwined or, in & sense, seen as two aides of the
same coin. As is amply borne out in the addenda submitted along
with this memorandam, Tri Quang 1is deeply steeped in the tradl-
tional anti-Catholic attitudes outlined above. His political
successes since May 1963-~-including events for whickh he takes
credit as well as those be probably did help cause to occar--
have obviously fanned his ambition and vhetted his appetite.
On the other hand, it seems almost equally obvious that dempite
his desire for power, Tri Quang is loath to scecept responsi-
bility. Ve meriously doubt 12 Tri Quang would accept the reins
af government, even if they are sincerely and genuinely offered
to him. Instead, we believe he prefers the role of a religious
eminence grise, a person powerful enocugh to topple goveruments
he Eﬂwun'% iike and to exercise a de facto veto power over
their composition and policies but one frec from the burdens
and responsibilities of actual office.

#. About a person 8o controversial and complex as Tri
yuang, & myrisd of rumors, charges and accusations inevitably
swirl. Many knowledgeable Vietnamese insist he is & leftist-
artented neutralisi: not a few claim he 1s a Communist and/or
Viet Cong sgent. Kot surprisiagly, the latter charge was
often advanced by the Piem regime; but there are not a3 few
sbjective and well informed American official observers
inclined to this view. To the question of why Tri Quang wants
this power, for example, the Chief of Station, Saigon replies:
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“the most satisiying answer...is that he intends to
move S¥YN to the path of negotiation and seutraliza-
tion, possibly leading to a similar coatext for the
region of Southeast Agia, within which he would himself
e regognized as 3 leading force. In fzet, the

recent upheaval and goverameatal surrender which Tri
fuang brought about, it can be argued, may comaprise
the opening phase of the Commuinist response to the
Gulf of Tonkin, which response is of course sost
likely to be embedded in 2 form of violent and

political nubv¢rsﬂnn_:athnt_ﬁhnn in a more classical
military aetion.” s Attachment 4 to this
wems )

10. The Bouth Vietnam Working Group has given the question
of Tri Quang long and detailed attention. We have carefully
sifted all available evidence bearing on it. Despite the
complexity of the problem and the fact that at least aome
suapport can be advanced for several coatrary hypotheses, our
considered judgwent is that Tri Quang is probably not s
foﬁanniat or a congcious Viet Cong sgent. This is also the
isl assesament of the Baigom Station as reflected
28 August 1884 (Attacbment 3)~-which, in this

respect, seams to differ from the personal view of Mr. De Silva.
Additionally, this is the position taken in the 1 September
1964 ClA Hemorandum on "The Situation in South Vietoam™ and

is the intelligence community view expressed in SNIE 83-84

of B September 19564.

1i. Un the matter of Tri Quang's alleged Comaunist

syupathies or aftfiliations, two considerations strike us as
eing, 1n the finrl analysis, overridingly persuasive. Pirst,
none of his many Vietoamese enemies so anxiour to blacken him
and demonstrate that he is & Communist have ever been able to
provide anything that merits the name of hard evidence or
proof. Secondly, though when one is immediately immersed in
curreut events the hypothesiia that Tri (uang is playing =
sevious, Jong~term Communist game can be made circumstantially
convincing, if we step back for a longer, hroader view, zlmost
the reverse becomes the case. REvents, particularly those of
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recenl days, have taken such a turn that a Commanist agent

&2 strategieally placed as Tri Quang would have had no ased
of playing 8 long-term game. He could bave fomented enoagh
continuing disenrd to rip the fabric of anti-Communist centrsal
adainistration irreparably asunder and made an 9arly Communist
political victory virtually inevitable. The fact that Twi

to us 2 strong argument indeed against the thesis that secretly
he is himself a Communtst agitator,

12, This is not to say that we regard Tri Quang as a
primarily bemefictent influence ir Vietnanmese political lite:
for we do not. Hor does 1t mean that we comsider his ultimate
oshjectives consonant with US interests; for they almost
cartainly are nmot. Tri Quang is a fanatic nationalist
undoubtedly anxious to see the U8 out of Vietaam at the
sarliest possible moment, Consequently, wome negotiated or
neutralist solution which would expadite the US departure
sust have considerable appeal in hig eyas. ¥hile at the present
tise this may not be his immediste gonl, future evesnta could
wall increise 1ts attractiveness. Though in the presence of
U8 offiecials he at least PAYS lip service to the need for fight-
ing the ¥C and the impossibility of Begotiation until the VO
sre under control, there is 1ittle doubt that he regards the
Latholles am & more preasing ismediate danger to his own
concept of natianalism than the Communists. Navertheless,
irl Quang is simply a force that will have to be rechoned with
0 the Vietnamese political scene. He is unlikely to go away.
Azy attempt tc remove him by foree or stealth--especially ir
e should be made & martyr in the process—--would probably be
politieally disastrous to those whe undertook it. He will
often be unhelpful, but eannot be ignored. It miyght be
possible to isolate him or eaceurage more moderats religious
isadeys as a counterveight to his extremims. Faliling this,
hawever, Tri (uung will have to be plascated and, to whatever
exient possible. used by any anti-Communist regime in South
Yietnsm that is to stand a chance of surviving.
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I Because Trl Quang is so importast and controversial
& Tigure and because the evidence relating to him is »o suE-
cepiible to varying interpretetion, no answers to the guestions
he raises can be aade with any great degroe of assurance. In
& sense, each interested officlal concernad with Vietnamese
affairs must angwer thes for himself.

i4., This memorandus conitaing the answers of the Bouth
Yietnen Working Group, but to it we are appending the more
important evidesntiary documents available so that you may
loxm your owh conclusiong on these matters.

J s/

214
GEJRGE 4. CARVER, JR.
south Vietanna Working Group

Digtribution:
orig., & 1 - addressee
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MYTE ON ATTACHMENTS:

¥e have appeanded seventgen key documents which shed light
on the motivation and objectives of Tri Quang and on the
probless he raises. The first five are the most intormative
and important. The resaining twelve give additional insight
or information if you care to examine them. Briefly, these
documents are:

}at i&i 1@ = pEa =
prepared
Zaigon.

for the Becord on Tri Quang

2., 4 bYiographic resume especially prepared for this folder.

3. | |2$ Angust 19684, Saigon Etation’s most recent
IVersIX T d assessmeont of Tri Quang. {To this we have
appended the TDCS version of ihis assessment that has been
distributed to the intelligence community.)

4 ., 8 Beptember 1964. CO8, Salgon's wmost recent
pergonal reading on Tri Quang.

5. Embassy Alrgram A-338, 21 Novembor 1982. A comprehonsive
Enbamsy study of Tri Quang, his background, his attitudes,

the Puddhist movement, amd his relations with the US--done
ghortly after the overthrow of Diem and the end of Tri Guang'’s
period of asylum in the US Embassy.

5. SMETEL 685, 2 Septembor 1984.

7. EMNTEL 558, 26 August 1864.

5, [, 25 August 19é4.

%, Ffmbagsy Alrgram A-20, 3 August 1964.
10. Embansy Alrgrem A-727, 22 June 1964.
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EMBTEL 24538, 11 June 1844.

Hemo of Conversation, 39 May 1994.

Kabangy alrgras £~982, 5 Nay 1FB4.
Hote on Tri quang's brother in North Vietnam, 6 April iveéd.

Tri fuang's 9 September 1543 letter to president Kennedy
Ambassador Lodge.
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