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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE A.GENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES
12 June 1959

STAFF DRAFT: IAOS . . . thru the looking glass, darkly « « «

1. On June 6, the lao Government decided to release the
leaders of the Neo Lao Hak Zat (NLHZ) from house arrest and
to declare the incident of the renegade Pathet Lao battalion
endede At loast for tho immodiate future this decision has
ondod tho dangor that tho Lao Govornment and military would
undortake an ovorly enthusiastic offort to suppross all pro-
Communist olomontse Such an effort would havo risked sorious
internaticnal roprocussions and further complicated the pro-
blom of gotting underway a joint US<Fronch program to train

tho Lao Army. Tho Lao Govornmont'!s decision will probably

load to some taporing off of tho barrage of charges and throats

issuing from Hanol and Poiping until some neow issue proscnts

itself.

2. On May 29 the US~Froneh talks in Paris on a joint
training program for the Lao Army wero concluded and a momor-
andum, "Goneral Principlos Looking Toward a Possiblo Evontual
Agrocement with tho Royal Lao Governmont on Training of its

Army," was submittod to the US and Fronch governments for

.
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approval., On tho one hand, this memorandum calls for a con=-
sidarably groator roloe for the US than the French originally
appoared willing to accopt. On the othor hand, it preosorvas
a far greater role for tho Fronch than the Lao Govornmont

has indiecatod it is willing to accopte

3« Tho vaguo terms of tho Momorandum concorning command
rolationships provide many possibilitios for friection botwoon
the US and Fronch training persomnel. Moroover, the suspicicn
of many Froneh military and administrative advisors that tho
US is soceking to olbow thom ocut of Laos will almost cortainly
complicate the working arrangomonts, Howevor, wo beliove that
thoso problems will bo less acuto at highor military and dipe
lomatic lovols and that tho Fronch Government will probably bo
moro cooporative than it has in the past, particularily if de
Gaullo porsonally approvaes thae joint-training program, as wo
boliovo ho will.* Tho French both in Lacs and in Paris, appoar
finally to have recalized that tho Lao havo a strong dosiroe to
end tho Franeco=lao military rolationship. Many Fronch will

porsist in the bolicf that the growing anti-Fronch attitude

of the Lao is duo to US machinations. Howevor, the Fronch,

T On 12 Juno, State rocoived informal word that the High

Dafonso Council, with do Gaulle presiding, has approved
the Memorandum.
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particularly at higher lovols, probably are boecoming convinced
that for the short run at loast, their best chanco of main-

taining a position in Laos lies in cooperation with the US,

lie Tho manner and timing of presenting to the Lao the
goncral principlos for joint-training arrived at in the Paris
talks aro yet to be worked ocut. No matter how prasented, a
plan for a joint US-Fronch training program will probably bo
raosistod by the Lac. They have beccmo incroasingly outspoken
in thoir dissatisfaction with the Fronch rocord in Laocs and
in their dosire that tho US takc ovar all Fronch functions in
training, oquipping and advising tholr army. Howovor, tho
Lac have little choico but tc accopt a joint=-training program
and wo beliove that they will do so, although probably with

somo roscrvations and dissatisfaction.

Se Initiation of a jointetraining program for the Lao
Army will almost ceortainly cvokc strong protosts from Hanoi,
Poiping, and Moscow, and probably Indiae Thore will probably
boe a now round of domands for roconvoning tho ICC-Laos and/far
mooting of tho Gonova Co-chairmon (UK=-USSR). Thus f,r, the

UK has stocd firm on its pcsition that the Lac Govornment's

actions have not viclated the Goneva Accords but have been in

-3-
— ST

Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904A000500010070-1



© Approved FBr Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP79R00884A000500010070-1

—slT

fact tolerant in tho faco of Pathat. Lao provocations. If tho
training program is doftly handlad, tho UK will probably cone
tinuo to stand firm. It is possiblo that Hanoi and/or Peiping
may make somo military gesturocs designod to croate eriscs in
Laocs which could boe used to 1gimsh a conpairn for a

high lovel intornational conforenco, including Communist China,
to roview complotely tha Genova Accords aTto consider brosder
Far East issues. Such a crisis, which could involve "volunteors"
from North Vietnam, would srobably Lec imyonded to fall shert of
provoking US military intervention, but tho chances of mis-
calculaticn could bo groat. Wa combinue to sao no direct
connoction botwoan tho Borlin crisis and Communist actiohs with

rospoct to Laos.

JACK KERRY KING
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