25X1A9a
3238

&
e

CONTRIBUTICN TO NSC BRIEFING ON ANTARTICA, 19 Novenber 1956

T, Situation regarding claims to Antarctic territory is complex and confused,

‘& N , A, Nationals of 13 countries have at various times asserted claims,
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appears most likely to assert a claim sooner or later,

II. National claims in many cases overlap or otherwise conflict, but

at present open dispute continues only between Britain and Aygentlna P
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IIT, In addition to strong public interest in Antarctica in several P’lﬁc“w

countries, the prinmipal facbor motivating these national cldims

apgg%i to be the pursuit of prestige.
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The Soviet Union's intrusion into the sitvation rules out

any slackening of zeal on the @mrt of present cdaimants,

Several government.s kmbablyBritaln and F rance, aopear ’oo

Antarctica

" believe ﬂmmsgtméxﬁbultimately acquire greater strategic
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None of the claimants/appears to kexiewe credit the idea
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continent )
that the xwgimm will turn out to be of enormous economic

whaling in
value, although mewmakswsxkkmtwx the surroundingx waters

potential

and Puktwxw air transport needs tend to reinforce desire to

maintain claims,
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