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Vthfﬁent of V. M. Molotov as co-ordinator of Soviet cultura
o 5activ1ties clearly marks a resurgence of the "0ld Bolshevik". whﬁ’

:publicly ate crow as recently as 1955 for "migsinterpreting” Marxis

4Leninist theorv and who "resigned" as Foreign Minister thig June
1I. The assigoment of Molotov to a post from which he presumably wouldf:
supervise the activities of the Central Comhittee's power ful.
Agitation and Propaganda Department (AGITPROP”) suggests that a}l
crack-down may be in store for recently '"liberalized" Soviet i

literature, arts. social sciences, and bumanities,

ToEAset LR I S L . . S e o 'z',:1::5;&3&‘;‘\5:3';_*13sf’ﬂiﬁgﬁ.ﬂ!ﬁ?’%fﬂ.ﬁvfa'f“ FhaE lecﬂr h’?#ﬂ?}?‘

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700100020-7



Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700100020-7

A Mclotov 1S*knowq for his‘"hard" doctrinaifé;apﬁroach. 'Kis ﬁéw'
position indicates that the Soviet regime may. be contemplating
*3tab1lshment of well-defined limits for "the thaw" 1n Soviet
literature and the arts which has been developing since‘the

sdeath of Stalin.

=

#oictov was censured by the party central committee in Ju}y 1955 for
spposing the policy of re-establishing relations with Tito. At that
' yme he appeared to have lost most of his influence in the top
"sauership because of his 1nf1exibilaty; and his failure to adapt

i ¢if to the new policles of the post-Stalin regime.
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‘intelligentsia.

‘C. The combination of Satellite unrest and increased discussLon
within the USSR may have /led the leadership to commission Molotov

to put the brakes on the anti-Stalin campaign.

1y Molotov's appointment is a strong indication of a resurgence of

'Stalinist" influence within the top leadership of the USSR.
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“AL ﬁhile there ié little evidence of5cﬁ;réhtJdissension ﬁm&hg
Soviet leaders over 1nterua1 policies, the naming of this
hard-bitten old cohort of Stalin’'s" suggests that he and others,
such as Kagarovich and Voroshilov,.may have ;egained some of
the influence thev appeared to have lostfduring the past two
F2Ars, |

3, There is no evidence at present, -however, on which to predict

a major overturn among such top leaders as Khrushchev, Bulganin

and Mikoyan.
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culturalmtrends", suggests that he is being relegated to the

periphery of Soviet state affairs,

E, Government responsibility for cultural matters is extremely limitgd

a

when compared witb the powers exercised by ‘the Communist Party in

this fieid.

A, The'Council of Ministers has some authority over motion picturea,

art, radio broadcasting, and book publishing.
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l B. However, it does not control the nation‘s*léading newsﬁabefS'j'

(Pravda, Izvestia, etc.), 23 the all_important propaganda

and agitation network of the Party.

These key responsibilities are guarded closely by the Party 5

Central Committec and administered through-its-nepartment of

Propaganda and Agitation ("AGITPRO ").

i{1. Thus, it appears that Molotov's new job is similar to the restricted

posts given to Malenkov (power stations) and Kagenovich (construction

mat@rials)—~assignmenté which correspond to their diminished

stature in the hierarchy.

A. Malenkov was given the Ministry of Electric Power Stations after

he was deposed as Premier in February 1955,
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8. Eagenovich became Minister of the Construction, Materials
‘ndustry on 3 Sebtember 1956, after he;xe;inquighéd the key

5t of Chairman of the State Committée*on Labor and Wages,

slot
Apparenily Molotov retains his position as'a member .of the party

13

presidium, As such, ne will continue to be anéiib’e}:;, of the nighest
party body--although his new post would BigggéSt'tha(; his infiuence

in ine day-to-day direction of affairs 13_;f;ﬁoj_' at ,vﬁv‘hew ril~time low.
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