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SOUTH YINTHAM

1. Dillemmp for Nem iz to retain support of fire-eating
"povolutionary nationslists” while maintaining working
relationeship with Freach and perhaps Bao Dal.

IX. Prench ofticials stress “Bolshevik" orieststion of Peoples
Bevelutionary Coumittee which spraag up amid fighiing and
gave gupoort te Diem.

&. Allegations that revolutioaary cousittee {omsuniat-
influenced o fex unsubstapiisted.

B, Twe or three members reportedly workeld with Viet
¥ink souwe time before 1983, but curremt orviextation
consistentiy santi-Comnumint.

C. Appesrs to be iastrument of political aapirations
92 Cad> Dal apd Hoa Hso elemenis who Lave remsined
loyal to govermmeut.

I113. Dien unwilliag to repucdiats committee because:

A, 1Its stroagly asti-Fresch, anti-Bwc Dai liac provides
him political lever in dealiug with Freach and
Bag Dai.

B. Its yropagends has grest appual for Vietpnamcse.

C. loyal sect ¢lements represented in it account for
about 19,000 troops.

1. ¥Not clear how recept death in battle of Cao

Pai general Trinh NMinh The wiill uifﬁ%f loyalty
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IV. bDiem nevertheless favors more moderate approach to

Prench and Bao Dai.

A,

Both Diem and the Freznch are agrecd that trouble
between theam can only aid the Viet Hinh, but smbacsy
has been unable to effect reconcilistion.

diow wants certain commitments Irom French--that
they dissociats themselves from Binh Xuyea and
axpoel Bioph Xuyen contingents $rom positions in
Freauch sector--—-as condition for his curbing anti-
French Jeelinyg.

Bly, is aaresponsive, pictures Diem as anti-Freach
faantic on whom all blame for bloodshod rests; says
Binh Xuyen can leave French sector whenover they
want to.

Diem strategy 13 to coanvoke congress of soma 1,000
representatives, ask thew for mandate, thus Ly~
praging Bao Dal problem and curbing extremist
elements.

In ginch, Diem could probably rely on army to

prevent selzure of power by revelutionary coamittee.

¥. Nesnwhlle, only clesnup operatiocns loft in fight sgainst
Binh Xuyen.

A.

B.
c.

Binh Xuyen reportedly will sttempi to hold out
about 10 wmiles south of Saigon.
If driven from there, will retreat to coastal ares.

Our army attaché rates VMA performance very
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