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NSC BRIEFING 27 May 1954

- HONDURAS ASKS US AID AGAINST COMMUNIST
: = THREAT

L

I, Honduras says cannot guarantee life

aund property agsinst "international Com-

munism.” Note asks US to:
A, Cooperate with Honduras, under
RiorTreaty, “in facing dangers"”

B. Dispatch two warships to stand
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bff Honduran north coaet.
C. Detain ships bringing Orbit arms
to Guatemala.
I1I. Honduras sees threat as both internal
and from Guatemala.
A. Internally Communists exploiting

general strike.
“‘!’?

25X1 1. Communists seek to control

35,000 employees of two US-owned

fruit companies etc.
2, Overt girike leaders domina-

State Dept. review completed\ * | ted by hidden Communist leaders.
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Comeunist atiempt ad settlement

with 5tandard Fruit Company.

4. Honduran Communist Party
reportedly being organized af
Progreso, striker stronghold.

3. Joommunists oppose government
participation in United ?ruit
‘negotiations.

6. Btrikers hitherto well
‘digciplined, but situation ex-

plosive,

®. Strikers said to be

armsed.

b. SBirikers becoming de-

fiant of goverament .

. Goverament probebiv

could not enforce martial law .
7. Ambassador ¥illauer believes

Communists want strong government

interveantion for propaganda
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‘1. Ble fresty (eofficially the Inter-

ﬁ%erigﬁﬁ-ﬁw@mty of Eesciprocal Assistance) %
signsd 1847. HNow has 20 parties (Guatemala .

not fmll party)
A. Action under treaty must be ap-
nroved byﬁiﬁ'of the parties, and re-
ﬁﬁrg@é-iﬁ»gx.

i Beadurar request for US help under

tresty bas wo precedent. §
&;"5?§i1ing armed attack, request for %
nelp goes first to Council of OAS. In %
case of sttack, self defense and in- §
dividual aid permissible, 1f accoapaniéd%
hy’?aﬁu&&i.tc OAS. 'E

B. Eﬁnéﬁrag may think presént request
un azt&nsi&n of self-defense under

armed sttack.
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expdoitation.

B. Honduras fears Guatenaiuq inter-
vent#qn. o |
‘1.  Alarmed by 15 May arms
shipment to Guainn:lg.
2. Guatemalan troops reported
‘at border by Hoandurans.
2. Guatemalans cluin troogf
purauing railread saboteurs
near border.
h; | Overt GuatenalanyiAAA.
vasion unlikely,.
3.  Greater danger is Guatemala's
capaciiy to armynondur&n’strikefé
a. Weapons in hands of

Ronduran atrikars bafore D

15 May said to he”Gﬁgtgmalsﬁ}




