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i"A RUSSIAN LIFETIME,' by Robert G. Kaiser, The Washington Post, 16-22 June 1974.

The attached series of seven articles might well be subtitled "Family Life
in Soviet Russia.'" Kaiser describes the sociological aspects of life for most
Russians in the first six articles; he saves his final piece to depict the wholly
different world inhabited by the elite. For the overwhelming majority of
Russians Kaiser concludes that, '"Life in the Soviet Union is quieter, duller and
harder than in the West. It is also more secure. No one need fear unemployment,
inflation or a financially catastrophic illness. On the other hand, no one out-
side a very special elite can realistically hope to visit the Champs Elysees or
the canals of Venice. The state provides, but it also withholds.'

Although the series emphasizes the continuity in the Russian life style,
Kaiser notes that, '"The question remains whether the Soviet Union can remain
the kind of country it has been when a new generation that does not remember
the Revolution, the 1930s, the war or Joseph Stalin is running the country.
People born after the war have lived lives that are difficult to compare with

their parents." We are furnishing these articles as background and as a means
to better understand our principal adversary.

This issuance contains articles from domestic and foreign
publications seclected for field operational usc. Recipients are
cautioned that most of this material is copyrighted. For repub-
lication in areas where copyright infringement may cause prob-
lems payment of copyright fees not to exceed $30.00 is authorized
per previous instructions. The attachment is unclassified when
detached.
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B L SNEIp——

) The B abywm Russw,.\

. First of Seven Amc!es

CPYRGHTByRobertG Kaiser 'f :

Washlnston Post Forelgn Service

MOSCOW—A Moscow street, scene:

a young man with a worried .look
standing on the sidewalk gesticulates
toward a nearby building. From a sec-

. ond story window, a young woran in a

bathrebe, smiling reassuringly, waves,

at him. The Soviet Union’s popnlatlon
has just grown by one. -

Husbands aren’t allowed to- vxs1t the
"maternity hospitals where Soviet . 'ba-
bies are born. In keeping with a. na-
tional phobia about germs and babies,
even the mother is separated from her

~neyw child for the first 24 hours of its
life, and sometimes longer.

She will spend about 10 days in the
hospital, and will see ber husband only
from a second-story window until she
and the baby are sent home.

Motherhood is governed strictly by
Tutes and regulations, both formal and
inherited. At a lecture for .expectant
mothers, the doctor (like most, a
woman) warned her audience: “Stay
calm and take long walks every day.
Don’t eat too many, sweets or your skin
will itech. Wear only wool or.cotton
clethes, baby doesn’t like it when you
wear synthetics. Come to the polyclinic

regularly for your ultraviolet Tays (a.

source of Vitamin D}.”

Many in this andience are girls of 18
and 19, the age of brides in more than

half of Moscow weddings. It is still.

common for a newly married woman
to use her first pregnancy as the otca-
sion to become & mother. i

That ‘is not as absurd &s it sounds.
As a rule, birth control is not practiced

A RUSSIAN

'in the Soviet Union, Abortion is the
most widely used means of preventing
unwanted children. In big cities, 80 per
-gent of all pregnancies are aborted.
" The young women at the lecture are
shy and ask- no substantive guestions.
They listen to an explanation of what
is going on inside them, and to advice
-about how to cope with labor and de-
‘livery.

Breathe deeply, the doctor advises,
oxygen is the best autidote to pain.

achs durmg labot .
\ There sre no exerclkes no elabm ate

=women in the \est W
their babxes without anesthetic. There'

s no chmca about that here; “anesth-.
“etie is usea only !n emergencies.

Amencan wonten are told that the
Lamaze method :of natural childbirth
is 'based on a Russian -technique, but
the Russians have never heard of it. |

Toward the end ﬂf‘ pregnancy 2
“mother is _given the teléphone number
“of the maternity home where she is to
‘go-when labor begins,

The system doesn’t always work
.smoocthly. One mother called the num-
ber she’d been given, but there was no
answer. That maternity home, she
learned later, was closed for “remont,”
a ubiquitous Russian term meaning re-
pair and refurbishment.

Another woman had been freated at
-a specisl ¢linic for those whose babies,
doctors feared, would be born premas-
turely. After eight months of preg-
nancy she was told not to coime any
more since her baby wasn’t going to be
‘premasture.

She had not yet contacted another
I clinie when 1abor began. It was late at
*mght and she left home with her hus-
:band to find a place to have her baby.

i One maternity home turned her
‘away because there were no empty
“beds. But first the nurse on duty
‘bawled her out for cohning to bhave a
¥baby without the. proper change of
wclothes.
¢ Then they went to the hospital -for
‘premature babies, and were turned
away because her baby was not prema-
“ture, and space couldn’t be wasted on
normal births.
A third extablishment agreed to &l-

‘Jow this woman to come in and have’

+ her baby. (Under the Soviet medical
:system, a citizen is theoretically enti-
:tled to free treatment in every medical

finstitution.)

{ It was a boy, healthy and noisy. Ev-

4eryth1ng turned out fine. The British
: may have coined the phrase “muddling
ithrough.” but the Russizns have mas-

itered the art. .
fThe delivery was uneventful, though
loud. Two or three women Imay give
birth in the same delivery room at the
same time, which results, according to
-many witnesseg, in a lot of screaming.

. Russiap mothers expect birth to be
difficult and painful. They don’t seem
40 look forward fo if. ‘Some of the

owant 0 have

Tradltwn Rezgns

pmst discourage pregnant women. .
¥ One Moscow woman rewlls lymg in
he

cleaned - up all

bom. The nurses
around her, but ignoted the new
mother. When finally transferred to a
proper bed, she was left with her dirty

sheets until’ she screamed Iloudly
enough to have them changed.

Once the new baby is home, Httle is
deft to chance. There are strict rules
and traditions to be followed: they
hardly change from generation to gen-
eration. ;['he baby must be wrapped up
like a spramed ankle, head to toe, of-
fen with a piece of wood as a brace to
‘make sure the baby’s neck can’t move.
“The baby must sleep on its back, wrap-
ped in blankets.

Breast feeding is mandatory If a
mother does not have enough milk,
she can buy humap donor's milk at
special stores. The Russians have nev-
er heard of baby formula. When told

of it they tend to shudder, and to
gloubt its efficacy.
‘= The baby can be bathed only in
_boifled watér, and only when sub-
‘merged up to’its neck, to avoid chills.
The recommended treatment for dia-
per rash is corn oil. Petroleum jelly
isn't available. The lecturer at the ma-
* ternity clinic recommends that diapers
~be made from old sheets. Rubber pants
are not sold here.

After several months, a typical child
shifts- from mother’s milk to special

. milk products, sold at. special baby
kitchens. A thin, mild yogart is the
most popular. A mother must be regis-

-tered on the baby kitchen's list to get
this speclally steriljeed product, and
she must pick up her supply every few
days,’ or the kitchen will take her off
the list.

Mothers are advised not to stop

*nursing an infant in-the spring, when
fruits and vegetables are beginning to
reappear after the long and barren
Russian winter. Befer to wait until
midsummer, the theory goes, when
baby has absorbed the stronger vita-
mins and minerals of these fresh foods
-from mother’s milk, and will be better
prepared for them when independent
feedng begins.

Well, independent isn't quite the
right word. Russian parents {(even, it
seems, those who read contrary advice
in Dr. Spock, whose book has been
translated into Russian) don’t believe
in letting a baby iry to feed itself. The
mess Is offensive, and the -inefficency
wasteful So it is not unusual to see a
: mother patiently spooning each mouth-
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in pink for a girl, or in blue for a boy, -

o

ful into 2 child of four or five, -
In sum, the arrival of a new baby in
a Russxan family changes the entu‘e or-
ientation of family life, " 77 .77
Energy and resources are withdrawn
from most other -pursuits and redi-

.rected enthusiastically at the new-

comer, No amount of fussing ovep the
baby could be considered excessive.

* The family budget canbe destroyed
.by expenditures on baby carriages,
blankets and other parai)herna]ia. It is
fashionable to buy one’s equipment all’

i

“Russians are an irratienal people,
one Moscow artist observed recently:

- *We are afraid of the unknown. And

~what could be more unknown and un-
knowable than this liftle creature who
suddenly appears among us? So. we de-
vote ourselves entirely to if, in hopes
this wili somehow sa’usfy it, or remove
the mystery.”

Continuity—the guarantee that old
traditions are sustained—is provided
by the famous Russian “babushka,” or
grandmother. Not evédry young couple
Las babushka living nearby, of -course,
‘wut a large percentage still do.

Her .rele is ‘often’ greater than
‘mama’s own, especially when mama
goes back # work when the baby is be-

_tween three months and &, year old,
. 5¢Virtually every woman of child-bear-

ing age living in a fown or city holds a
full-time job. A young mother is not
likely to challenge her own mother’s
views of how to raise the child, espe-
cially if the grandmother actually does

most of the raising.

It is difficult to quarrel with many
‘of ‘babushka’s -notions. Her basic princi-
-ple is love and affection, praise and ap-
preciation to ¢he highest possible de-

‘gree. But this is coupled with & com-

plete deprivation of independence
from the earliest stages, which child
psychologists in the West would find
confining.

Babushkas are so sure of their basic
:gstandards that most of them unhesitat

ingly tell young parents on the street’:
-even total strangers, when they are

making a mistake. An American father
took his 15month-old daughter for a
walk in Moscow recently. The daugh-
ter was dressed in rain gear from rub-
ber boots and pants to sou'wester, and
was running merrily throufh a puddle,

. back and forth.

- An elderly lady walking by came up
hDTt. b

“Papa » she said in a stern voice,
“How dare you? How can you allow 1t"
Her mama would never allow it .

Babushkas routinely look into’ other
peoples’ baby carriages to check on the
protection against Russia’s unpredicta-
hle weather. and freely express an
opinion’if one seems called for.

Like-virtually any aspect of tife in

the Soviet Union, child-bearing is a-

subject of interest to the state. And
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there is official displeasure about one
.aspect of giving birth: it happens too
seldom.

Despite all the enthusxasm and affec-
tion that Russian parents and grand-
parents throw into the raising of their
first child, it is increasingly likely that
the first w111 also be the last.
> In Moscow, families with one chxld
are the most common size. Families
“with three chﬂdren are virtually un-

eard of,

; “Df all my friends and acquain-
tances, I can think of just one with
.three children,” a Moscow engineer ob-
‘served recently. “He's an Orthodox
priest.”

‘ Rural iamxhes are shghtly larger,
-but Russm proper. i§ approaching, ‘and
may “have  reached, zero populaﬂon
‘growth. The major- cltxes would now be
‘shrinking, were it not Yor migratmn
‘from the countrysjde. ==~ =¥ <"

The pOpulahon of the’ Sovxei Union
wﬂl coﬁnnﬁe to' grow; thahks . fo high
birth rates in Central- Asm énd the
Transcaucasus. This isa sourcevof anx-
iety to demographers here, though the
anxiety is expressed in muted ferms,
for fear it might sound racist. Russians
are now probably just Jess than-half
ﬂle total Soviet population, antl their
share of the total is shrinking. *

"The declxmng growth is the subJect
‘of much ¢ommentary in the’ press and
professional journals, but. no one. has
proposed a praclical way. to. persuade
Russian women to have more babies.
On the .contrary,-the officially .encour-
aged Soviet . way of life—small-apart-
ment living, working women, generally
tight family budgets—seems to be es-
tablishing the one-child - family as a
norm, at least for city dwellers.

The state could abolish the right to
.abortion on demand which helps So-
viet women keep their families small,
but there is no guaranie¢ .ihat this
would have the desired effect  Stalin
made most ahortions ﬂlegal in 1836, re-
sulting in a short-term rise in the birth
rate, put eventymlly a declive. When
abortmn was legalized again in 1955,
ithe birthrate did not fall.” ~>1sd"

Illegal aborlion thrived during those

years, and women may" lave  taken
-other measures to prevent pregnancy.
" Unofficial abortion—*“on the left” in
‘the Russian phrase—is &till -common.
Many women want to avoid the humili-
- ation bf an official abortion, accompa-
nied by lectures on the need to bring
more children into ‘the world, and mar-
red by the discomfort of Soviet hospi-
“ials. A privately arranged abortion at
‘home costs 30 to 50 rubles, or nearly
half the monthly salary of an average
working woman. -

Another proposal is to 1mprove the
economic benefits to working swomen
10 _encourage them to have -more chil-
dren. Soviet benefits now are less gen-
erous than those in some East Euro-
pean countries. .A.working mother gets

two moriths’ leave wWIUT pay:fghave z
baby, and her job is held open for her
{or one year.”There is no_family allow-
ance on the West European mpdel un-
til a fourth child-is’born, and- thexn it is
only four rybles a_ month. -

~ The state could also exparid the net-.

work ©0f state<wn hurseries and’ Kin-
dergartens, which now have space for
about one-quarier- of ,the -cpuntry's
children up to age three, and_ more
than two-thirds 'between “four and
seyen. T T 2l

. The prevaxlmg ‘opinions ampng ex-
perts i Moscow i is that, idéally; a child
should be put intQ a nursery
‘will usually $pend-an’ 8-to 12—]1 3
at the age of three months

:makes S physlcal ﬂpd psyc'h logical
adjustment the easiest: <l iy -
“Not surprxsmgly, many. mothers re-
sist'this idea, ™ .. - giop
There is also no guaran,tee &iat bet-
ter”economic .benefits -and -child serv-
ices would increase the birth rate. In
fact, there is contrary evidence. From
1960 to 1966, the number of spaces in
Moscow day care centers grew| by §1.5
per cent, but the bn‘th rate fell 52 -per
.cent. .
As for mcreasmg cash benefits to
mothers, social scientists report that
the government simply cannot afford
1t, at léast for now. A small increase in
allowances in a nation of 250 million
would cost the state an enormous sum.
But, experts say, it might not epnvince
one mother to have another bahy.
Ada Baskina, a journalist who writes
about family life, suggested in an in-
terview that “the fairest solution to
this problem may be for the $tate fo
take responsibility for housework—
government agencies doing the work
‘at home.” That way, she reasoned, a
mother could hold her job and raise
two or three children without|feeling
that she was a victim of life i
a beneficiary.

main constant at best and it
cline still more. -
NEXT- Childreu \md pur
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Second of seve;i articles

Robert .G. Kaiser
C PYRG hington Post Foreign Bervice
ents take their small children- ouiside
on sleds. On a Sunday there are thou-
~ sands of sleds in the parks and boule-
. vards of Moscow, each carrving a care-
fully bundled-up minicreature who
- rides triumphantly behind papa or
marma. _ -
If there’s a little hill'in the park, the
children yvell to be pushed down it.
The parents are nervous about that

pulls the sled up the hill, turns it
around, takes .the rope in hand and
runs down the hill ahead of the sled,
never letting go, -

"That is the theme of Russian parent-
hood-—don’t let go. :

Russian parents devote themselves
to their children with a startling zeal.
“When a baby arrives, it’s as though

told to put up our hands,” one Moscow

L A RUSSIAN
LIFETIME

PART II

father observed with a defeated grin.

“Go ahead. we say, take it all, take ev-

erything .. .”

. -Children. being children. do just

1 that.Many are the Moscow apartments

- in.which a child of 8 or 9 is the center
of ;attention for all who. live there.

““For that child,” one mother said re-
cently, “we must keep up all the
norms. We may have a cup of coffee
and a piece of bread and butter for
dinner, but for the baby—hors @d'oeu-
-vres, soup, meat, potato or vegetable,
dessert, everything! And only the best!”
. This attitude toward children has
consequences which- strike an Ameri-
can eye as both good and not so good.
Not so good is the child's total depend-
ence on his parents. Children under
the age of six or seven are Tarely al-

- lowed to go outside by themselves. An
- $:year-0ld often won’t dress himself to
-. g0 outside.

‘~An ‘American visiting a family in

- ‘Moscow may-—out of habit—ask the

“eight-year-old son to bring him a box
~.of matches from across the yeom. Be-
fore the bewildered boy has a chance
to even shrug his shoulders, papa is on

-~ his feet, patting his son reassuringly

and jumping for the matches.

“Here they are, here,” he says. Little
Miska hasn’t moved an ineh.

b

idea, so there is a compromise. Papa’

we were all marched to the wall and’

behavior is sternly regalated. The
courtyards of many Moscow apartment
houses have sandboxes, which are pop-

. o - Yo heils

They must learn to squat on their
haunches, so as not to get sahd in their
clothes. Anyone who slips into his or
her bottom i3 certain to be lifted out
of the sandbox with a jolt.. .

On the other hand, relations be-
tween parents and children seem much
closer in this country than in the West.
One Soviet writer, &8 woman, discov-
ered this on a trip-to Paris several
Yyears ago: Co,

“I was invited to a fancy apartment
for dinner. The family had a teen-age
son, and I sat next to him. We had a
long talk. He tald me that he wanted
to.go to Chile to see what was going
on there. He told me all about his girl-
friend. After dinner his mother askad
what we'd been talking about so av-
1dly, and I told her. .

“ “Why,” che said, “You've found out
more about my son than I ever knew
before. You know, in Moscow a boy
that age wouldn’t go to the family da-
cha (house in the suburbs) without dis-
cussing it thoroughly with his parents,
but that French boy was planning a
trip to Chile that he’s never even men-
tioned at home.” .

Generation gaps exist here too, but
they seem narrower. Young peocple ac-
cept a parental role in details of their
life that Western adolescents would re-
gard as private. There is a strong fam-
ily bond that is especially evident at
tunes of crisis, such as the last year of
secondary school, :

“We have examinations this year¥ z
Russian parent announces with a com-
bination of pride and trepidation. In
other words, their 18-year-old is koping
to win.2 place in a college or univer-
sity, and the enttre family is mobilized
for the entrance exams., - :

Though the Russian parent’s inclina-
tion is to smother a child with atten-
tion, the facts of Soviet life limit the
opportunities for doing so. Arkadi Rai-
kin, the Soviet Union’s most popular,
comedian, has a famous monologue on
this subject.

It concerns Slavik, whose mother,
like most Soviet women, has a full-
time job. Slavik’s grandmother “used to
‘take care of him, but she died. Now
Slavik's mother stops sround the
neighborhood on her way to work in
the morning asking for favors,

She asks a pensioner in their apart-
ment.house to kneck on the wall to be
sure Slavik is up in time for school
She asks a nurse to feel his forehead if
-she sees him after school. She tells the

Babies: ‘Only the Best’

- For Russian,
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. “But I think,” Railkin says, ¥ that.
none of these people can substitute for
a mother who can sing a ye, an-
fort. Mothers should probably work a
little iess and pay & little more atten
tion to their children. Everybody would
benefit—children, parents and the
state.” - - - ' ]

Raikin’s monologue is warmly ap-.
rlauded, but in fact, the -state disa-.
grees.' The Soviet economy needs wom-
en's labor. They make up 51 per cent
of the work foree. Moreover, the So-
viet experience seems to prove that
many, perhaps most women who tzke
up ‘careers prefer to continue them
rather than stay at home with a child.

So the typical Russian mother faces
a* geries of dilemmas beginning tmme-
diately after her child is born. Does
she return to work at the end of the
two months paid maternity leave, or
does she.take off a year without pay,
knowing she can resume her old job
without loss of senicrity? Or does she
give up work altogether to raise her
child? o .

A smrall minority of mothers, particu-
larly among the intelligentsia, decide
to commit three to six years to their
children, regardiess of their own ca-
reers. In many families this is econom-
ieally impossible. The average Soviet
worker’s family budget depends -on
two sources of income. - .

For those who want to, or must,
continue working, the most popular al-
ternative is to leave the new baby with
grandma (babushka). \When ababushka
isn't available, the state provides sub-
stitutes.

For infants there are nurseries
which will take a child from the age of
three months, but only 10 per cent of.
the country’s infants are in these nurser-
ies. From ages one 1o three, the figure
rises to about 30 per cent. Some of
these children siay in the nurseries
from Monday morning to Friday eve-
ning, but most go home at the end of
each day.

Predictably, these are controversial
institutions. The professionals respon-
sible for them in Moscow are con-
vinced of their worth, and argue that

most children would be well-served by
moving intc a nursery at the age of
three months. L

:- At that age the children adjust most
easily to the group, and develop strong
immunities to infectious diseases.

The testimony of mothers and West-
ern specialists who have visited Soviet
nurseries suggest another side of the
issue,

- They are, by all aceounts, underman-
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dren. get less .attention
than they theoretically should, and are
ruled by a strict, inflexible schedule.

“You sense that these kids Jack
spunk, they're a little dopey,” one
Western specialist commented after
extensive visits to nurseries here last
year.

“I wouldn't . tlunk of -putting my
child in a nursery,”—the comment is
repeated by any women, particularly
smong .the Moscow intelligentsia.
There is. a class distinction here. Work-
ing class women seem less reluctant to
use the nurseries, partly because they
have less choice.

There is less argument about the
merits of Soviet kindergartens, which
take care of millions of 4, 5- and 6-year-
alds, more than two-thuds of the total
poptlation in this age group.

“Our kindergartens give children a
“better upbringing than any- family

.scould, even the most intelligent,” ac-

cording to Irina Ovchinikova, who
writes about children for Izvestia, the
government newspaper. “Theré’s no ar-
gument about that.”

*She is exaggerating, but kindergar-
tens sre popular. Some families dis-
pute the official view that a small
child should be quickly immersed in a
“aollective,”subordinating some of his
own mchwduahty to the group. But

"that is part of kindergarten life, ac-
cepted by the vast majority of parents
and children.

The message was forcefully deliv-
ered by the director of a kindergarten
in Volgograd - (formerly Stalingrad).
Boasting about her school to visiting
Americans, she brought out & beauti-
fully painted watercolor of a tree on a
riverbank.

- “One of our 6-year-olds did this,” she
said. “Look, here are some more.”

The director then held up-a dozen
more watercolors of a tree on a river-
bank-—precisely the same picture, the

they -all turn out alike?

“That’s how we do it. The teacher
puts ‘a picture up on the board and
.asks the children to copy it,” she said.
. This isp’t the system everywhere. A
-mrusic teacher in Moscow, observed by
~;® :foreign guest, taught her children
. the principles of high and low notes,
“ harmony and rhythm, then encouraged
them to invent their own dances to ac-
company tunes she played on the pi-
ano. This seems rarer than the reliable
met‘hods of rote and repetition.

“Kindergartens sustain striet folk
wisdoms about raising children—over-
dressing them for play outside, for in-
stance, so they often come inside hot
and sweating; or forbidding children to
eat or draw with their left hands. Left-
handedness is regarded as an inadmiss-
able abnormality here.
. The curricula for nurseries and kin-
. dergartens are determined by govern-
-ment authorities in Moscow, .and are
‘conveyed to teachers in a book. Each
teacher is expected to stick to the of-
fical plan.

Its goals, not surprisingly, are to

same colors, the same strokes. How did
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ative, clean, orderly and patriohc
young ‘Communists. -
“A kindergarten” the" book says,
“must set the pattern for the Commu-
nist upbrmgmg of children.”.
There is no way ito poll preschcol
opinion, but informal obhservation and

inquiry suggest that the overwhelming -

majority of Soviet children think kin-
dergarten is great. The combinetion of
play, dancing and singing, drawing,
and pasting {ills their days—which can
last 12 hours—with fun. Sometimes the
fun carries.a message.

The instructions for teachers of 2-

and 3-year-olds in nurseries stipulate:
“The teacher will teach the children to
recognize V. 1. Lenin [founder of the
Soviet state] in portraits and illustra-
tions, and will arouse feelings of love
and respect {or him.” Teachers of 4
and 5-year-olds are told that “on holi-
.days, children decorate the portrait of
V. I. Lenin in their playroom.” Six-
yvear-olds, the teachers manual in-
structs, “should be taken to the town
monument to V. I. Lenin on his birth-
day, and should put flowers there” .
. Not surprisingly, Soviet children are
certain that Lenin was¢ the kindest,
most intelligent and greatest man who
ever lived.

The best kindergartens may fulfill
the ideal curriéulum that Moscow re-
commends, but, as always in Soviet so-
ciety, there {s a vast gulf between the
ideal and-the actual. Komsomolskaya
Pravda, a popular daily newspaper, re-
ported recently on the grimmer reali-
ties in Semipalatinsk, a predominantly
Russian city in Kazzkhstan,

Semipalatinsk has a serious shortage
of nurseries and kindergartens, the pa-
per reported. The nurseries that exist
have places for 1030 infants, and they
presently take care of 1631. The kin-
dergartens are also overcrowded. -

Big factories with money and re-
sources to build their own daycare cen-
ters have adequate facilities, but every-
one else.in Semipalatinsk does not.

Mrs. T. Stepanova wrote the paper
that ehe had to take her daughter to
kindergarten on two trolleys to the
other side of town, though they could
see a kindergarten from the window
of their apartment. It belonged to a
factory, and was open only to the
children of its workers.

oo

A 10-year-old American who is now
studying in a Moscow school remem-
bers that in Washington “you could get
up from your desk and walk around
the room if you wanted to. Here, if you
get up just to get a pencil, they bawl
you out, And you've got to raise your
hand a special way, and memorize the
answers to all the math problems...”

Yet there are signs of an independ-
ent spirit among the young. Many Mos-
cow parents report with awe on the po-
Hltécﬂ sophistication of their 10-year-
olds.

“My boy's at a special English
school,” one father reporied. “The

| Approved For Release 1999/09/02 - CIA-RDP79-01194A000100600001-9

school has a special relationship with
some schoolin India. When [Leonid 1}
Brezhnev went to India théy put a Jot
of pictures of the trip up on a bulletin
board. What did they use |that board
for? My boy says it was the place every-
body gathered to tell the ]atest jokes
about Brezhnev! Can you imagine my
generation telling jokes about Stalin
when we were 107" :

Next: Education and adolescence -
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. hard time about your long hair?” the
20-yesr-old, taxi driver was asked. His
- brown locks fell over the collar of his
jacket. g T N
<+ ah, they d like to, but 1 play on our,
garage’s football team. I'm pretty
good, so they dor't dare say anything.”
“By such arrangements, long hair has
finally come to this isolated land. For

A RUSSIAN
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PART 111
vears a few Russian eccenirics have
followed the fashion established in the
early 1960s by the Beatles, but sud-
denly this year, the adolescent males
of Moscow and other towns have blos-
somed out with long hairdos.

The new hairstyles are a nice symbol
of the temper of Soviet youth. Long
tresses are hardly eounterrevolution-

ary; they don’t challenge the Com-
munist Party or the status quo. But

TN e

dards of this outwardly puritan society.
Sc¢hool principals dont like the
change—they- still insist that. the
younger boys (whom they can control
more easily) keep their hair cut short.
. Parents giggle nervously about their
~wayward sons. . But there it is—long
* +hair on Russian boys, just like Ameri-
cans or Britons or other Westerners.
~“Measured by the standards .of the
Western world’s rebellious youth, So-
viet adolescents are a somnolent lot.
. They don’t stage demonstrations or oc-
" .;cupy the dean’s office. Nor do they ac-
~ “cept their elders’ world just as they
+ ~find it. Most of all, they seem impa-
tiert with the isolation from the out-
side"qorld that every previous genera-
~.-tion dince the time of Stalin has ac-
- cepted:, ’
_iiLike \ll generalizations about Soviet
_society,: any collective descriptions of

-] "7 :'the nation’s youth are rash, and per-

< - hapsmisleading. It would be impossi-
ble- tosexdggerate the gulf between a
-17-year-old,student in one of Moscow’s
. gpecial schools for bright children and
" a ‘IT-year-old farm“boy 'in Siberia or
Soviet Central Asia. 7

_they do depart from the sirict stan-
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sophisticated ma-
jor _cities, conformity is still the rule,
and even in Moscow or Leningrad the
vast majority of young people are pre-

and DEZIBBINE X Tareern. o
iof B or 9 they have been lectured, ca-
“joled and entreated to work hard to
‘get a place in college and build a good
‘career., :
. A Hungarian girl studying in a pro-
vincial Soviet college of engifeering
found her fellow students universally
bored_by world politics or Alexander
Solzhenitsyn or any subject outside
the approved mainstream, save per-
haps Western clothes and pop music.
This is a conformist society, and the
overwhelming majority of young peo-
ple respect the tradition. But the. dra-
conian conirols that once guaranteed
Soviet conforznism have largely been
removed.'As a result, there is more
room - for individualists to express
themselves. Expressive nonconformists
can have an infectious influence. :

“By the 6th grade [age 12 here],” one .
‘Moscow mother reports, “the kids have ,
stopped thinking that they have to do
_every ‘single' assignment in school and
obey every single instruction they
hear. Most of the boys and a lot of the

girls have started to smoke.

“Teachers who used to maintain iron
discipline now find they can't. It
makes them nervous. Some try to rush
through their lessons and escape from
the classroom before they lose control.
The teacher no longer enjoys full au-
thority just |Tbecause she’s the
teacher. ..”

The official Soviet press has econ-
firmed the existence of a serious juve-
nile delinquency . problem. Published
sociological studies suggest that there
is a deprived under-class that breeds
.juvenile crime. One study -reported

;that of its sample of juvenile offend-
ers, 48 per cent had begun smoking at
age 9, and 43 per cent were drinking
alcoholic beverages at 12.

A recent television program in a se-
_ries on law enforcement was devoted
tp a teen-age gang that had killed two
tellers in a savings-bank holdup in the
Ukraine. The gang leader was sen-
tenced to death. .

The press has revealed the existence
of bands of young dropouts from all
walks of life who roam remote areas of
the country, working when they need
money (and getting the good salaries
‘that are paid in remote regions), then
quitting when they’re bored, blowing
,their earnings on easy or wild living.

The strict regulations that govern
the Soviet mass media prohibit repert-

CPYRGHT

ing on isolated or atypical deviant be-
havior so it is reasonable to assume
that these reports describe social prob-
lems that the authorities regard as
‘serious. - Lol R

. More tolerable deviance is so com-
mon that it is visible, even t6 a ¥oreign
¢, There 'is no disguising the dlack
arket i

Christ, Superstar” might change hands
“for.100 rubles ($135 at the official ex-
-change rate, and the monthly salary of
a young physician). - ]

The leading status symbols in the
cafes for young people on Moscow's
Kalinin Prospekt are articles of West-
ern clothing — platform shoes for the
-girls, mod shirts or blue jeans for the
boys. The black-market price for a pair
of Levis is 80 rubles ($108). Three cafes
“along this avenue are much freguented
by the young—the most stylish hang-
outs in" Moscow. If you want a seat
yow'd hest arrive about 6:30 pm—
from then until closing at 11, they are

An interest in Western styles ana
Western culture seems strongest
among the Mosedw elite—the children
of government officials, professors,
writers and journalists, -etc. The wife
of one prominent musician bragged
to an American recently that her son
was going to be a poet. The American
observed that Russia was the perfect
country for that ambition, since Rus-
sians were so in love with poetry.

“Oh,” the mother said excitedly,” 1
wish yowd tell my son that! He only
talks about how good things are in the
West—the freedom, the lack of censor-
ship . . .” . :

A large percentage of these children
attend special schools that give inten-
sive instruction in a foreign language
-or a branch of science. Admission to
these schools is by fiercely competitive
examination. Their. students—accord-
-ing to their own testimony—see them-
selves as a ‘special slice’ of the :coun-
try’s youth. .

These schools appear to produce a
skeptical spirit that disturbs the au-
thorities. Last year a special mathe-
matics school in Moscow was dis-
banded because, according to one for-
mer student there, “the atmosphere
was tog free.” .

The official pretext for the unpubli-
cized closing of the school was that
some of its students had visited the
main Moscow synagogue and signed
the guestbook there as representatives
of “Mathematics School No. 3.” In fact,
this student reported, the authorities
realized that they couldn’t control the
school’s intellectual environment. “We
had a Russian literature teacher whe
‘tpld us Solzhenitsyn was the best liv-
ing Russian writer,” the student said.
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A boy of 17 in the 10th class (the last
year in ‘Soyiet schools) at a special
}physms $chool "in Moscow “Yeécéntly’
talked at length about life there. His
story is worth recounting: -

; His fellow students can't see howg

their contemporanes in ordinary
schools (“They’re lousy”) get any edu-
cation at all. But they are working
hard, mostly at physies, with an _eye to
Moscow state university or one of the
best physics institutes. N

There are 32 students in his class—
four of them from the farmhes of man-
“valworkers. The others arevall child-
reni'of officials and intellectuals

‘All but three¢ are members of the
“Young . Communist League™ . (the
Komsomol). “but very few take it seri-
ously. It’s a credential _You have to

‘have to get into umversn:y 4o .‘ o
(There's a fulltime, paid Komsomol
secretary on the school staff to organ-
ize Communist Party activities) .

Most of those who are active in the

Komsomol are completely cynical
about "it—“or they are fools.” They
know that most fringe benefits go to
the active young Commanists. Last
year, for ‘example, half a dozen stu-
dents in the sc_hgo] were chosen. (by
the Komsomol secretary) for a tourist
+ tripsto Poland. “Anybody who's been
-abroad has the highest status in
school.”
" They have *“military preparatlons"
class twice a week, conducted by “a
dumb retired colonel" who is also on
the school’s permanent staff. Girls and
‘boys march together in military train-
ing.

“But theé boys are ‘anxious to and
‘being drafted into the army—that’s
ghastly. Their parents try to help. Lots
of mothers . are always looking for
physical defects that might keep thieir
sons from being drafted.” No one from
his school would want-to make a fa-
reer irf the military: “There’s nb pres-
tige in it.” _

However, a' boy who goes inte the
army aftér high school and then ap-
plies for admission to.a university or
institute has a big advantage over
other aprlicants. Preference is given
| to veterans. But if you get into the' in-
. stitute  direetly from school, you'll only

.be.a reserve officer after graduation,

*and “probably won’t have o serve on
[+ active duty
: Many; 10th graders have private tu-

tors to ‘help them prepare for the uni-
versity .entrance exams. The school
curriculum doesn’t cover all the mate-
| rial that students will be held responsi-
. ble, for iin the exams. Some students
i think that teachers in the universities
vand institutes maintain this gap on
purpose, so they’ll get more business
. as tutors. A teacher from Moscow Uni-
- versity—whose salary might be 200 ru-
. bles a month——can earn up to 10 rubles_
- an bhour tutormg
> Because tpey re members of the fac-

- ulty at universities and institutes, tu-

tors can help Fou get‘ admitted—

:what_we ‘call ‘Blat in Russian—influ-
ence,’ 7 (The Soviet press has reported
many ‘cases of parents bribing univer-
sity . ofﬂclals to get then- chxldren

admitted.)

- “Steady romances”aren’t too\

CGm

mon,” ‘but there is &n active social life,

On holidays the school has y.s

own

“evemngs ” whxch ‘end with a dance
And the kids gather at one -anothers

apartments for parties—if they

‘persuade someone’s parents to allow’

can

it.” “There are always some liberal par-
ents who are willing to let their places,
be used .for parties, but-most parents
‘don’t like to see vodka on the table.”

i The boys start experimenting with
vodka at 13 or 14—by which age many.

There's a school uniform, ‘but

- of them already smoke. (There is po of-
ficial propaganda agamst smokmg in
‘the Soviet Union.) - : :

Aw

that

doesn’t prevent . sartorial competltmn
dmong the girls. “Only the dress is re-
quired—they can wear - different shoes,
coats, stockmgs, pocketbooks. It’s a b1g

deal®™ -

And what about 1deals’ What do 17-

_year-ulds at the physics school care
-about? “Physics—they've got physics

in‘their blood. They all have a pretty

- elear idea of what kind of work they’d

like to do later on-—research or pracn-.

cal work or whatever.”

"So, in the end, even these skeptical,
cynical young people agree to play the

game by the established Trules.

The

young don’t see how the rules could be

changed.

A teacher of English in 2 Moscow in-
stitute recounts her own discomfort
at the sight of career-oriented students
compromising their way toward good

jobs and other benefits.

“T asked one of them recently,
‘Aren’t you ashamed of yourself?” And
he said ‘What do you mean? I'm build-
ing a carder. I want to live, to LIVE."”
© “Nado.zhit,” the Russians‘ say—you

‘have to live.

And cynicism is certainly not the
‘universal attribute- of this adolescent

.generation. Away from Moscow,

out-

side the narrow world of the intellec-
tual elite, simple, patriotic .enthusiasm
is at least as common. Thig is vividly
evident at a‘giant industrial .project
like the Kama River truck plant,

where a work force

approachmg

100,000, mostly young people ‘just out
of school is building the world's larg-

est truck factory.

These youngsters were Iured to
'Kama, 600 miles east of Moscow, by

Komsomol

agitators who promised

them, good living conditions eventu-
ally and an exciting life immediately—
building the eountry’s top-priority. in-
dustrial plant with thousands of their

contemporaries.”

They may covet aiRolling Stones ree-
ord or a pair of blue jeans, but these
young Soviet citizens are also willing
to Tespond to the state’s exhortatiohs,

CPYRGHT
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transplant thexr lives to a remole new
town, put up with overcérowded dormi-
tory hvmg for many yeats—all for the
sake of what the propagandls1s call
“building Commumsm L .

The question remaifs wheth et the
'Sf»viet Union -can .remain the kind of
country it has been when a new gener-
*ation that doés not remember the Rev-
olutlon, the 1930s, the war or Joseph
‘Stalin is running the country. People
‘born after the war have lived lives
‘that are difficult fo compare with their,
parents’. Everything has been different’
t—}-}—and, as parents complain, easier—for

e e ) P

19 June

i s

1974

Firne e A K

, Marriage
... ' Divorce

sFourth of seven articles

CPYRGHVTﬁobert G. Kaiser | .

. Washington Post Foreizn Bervige

MOSCOW-—Volodva and Luba, both 1¢,
are children of working-class families in
Moscow, Volodya's family is a little more
“prosperous than most, so it. took respon-
sibility for their wedding.

The expenses were considerable and in
the end there had to be some economies.
‘The new suit they wanted to buy for the
groom was skipped, (It would have cost
“about 100 rubles, or nearly twoithirds of
this mother’s monthly salary.) They
.thought about having a wedding party in
-a Moscow cafe, but at 10 rubles per guest
this idea too had to. be dropped.

They- decided to hold the p in the
‘two rooms of a communal apartment that
Volodya, -his parents "and sister had
'shared for 15 years.
- ‘There was “so much work on the day of
the wedding, preparing food for the party
‘and getting ~both. families ready, that
Volodya’s mother skipped the | wedding
ceremony. ]
: “While she stayed in the kitchen, pre-
paring sslads and plates of cold ‘hors
| d’oeuvres,-the young people, their friends
and a few representatives of the older
generation set off for the Palac%l.] of Wed-
dings on Griboyedova Street.

Volodya and Luba had gone g#ere three

mornths earlier to apply to . With
other nervous, giggling voung couples,
they sat at one of the smalll wooden
tables and filled out the form,

By law they had to wait 2 month before
“their marriage could be registered. But
they wanted.to come to the Palace of
Weddings on a Saturday. Altho near-
ly 50 eéuples can be married there every
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Saturday wedding. (There is no wait
at most neighborhood registry offices,
-where marriages are accomplished by
. shuffling and signing papers, without
ceremony. , ;
»: Finally, their turn had come. They
mrrived in taxis which Volodya's father
- ’had reserved for the morning through
- “a friend of his, " taxi driver. Two of
. the cars were decorated with stream-
ers and balloons. The lead car had a
baby doll attached t6 the front grill—a
good luck symbel that would have cost
Tnore than 1p rubles, had Volodya's
. mother not found that a friend of hers
. still had a doll from her daughter's
- wedding. They borrowed it A teddy-
bear was similarly fastened on the
‘second car. '
__The wedding palacé was bustling.
~The young cquple left their coats in
:the'clbakroom and found a seat in the
porner of ‘a- waiting roam. Luba was
‘nervous about her long white gown,
custofn-made by a state tailor shop for
90 rubles. They waited with four other
young ‘couples, each surrounded by a
group of friends and relations. °

Every 10 minutes or so anocher
party was called by name. A woman
lined them up behind the bride and
groom in the hallway, Then she threw
open big double doors and invited
them into a brightly it room with high
ceilings, elaborate mouldings, a red
‘carpet ‘and a large statue of V. I, Le-
nin. (The palace was a wealthy mer-
chant’'s house before the Bolshevik
Revolution.) N
. - Two women conducted the ceremony,

gwhich fook only a few minutes. The
froung pecple signed a-document and
-were told their marriage was now offi-
ially registered. R
“:One of the officials handed them '
%iheirinternal passports, now amended
70.show their new marital status. Then
Xhey were declared man and wife.

. Their friends and relatives gathered
around; many gave Luba a flower.
‘They went into an antercom for a
Elass'of champagne. Volodya and Luba
.. ~-had decided against spending 21 rubles
¢ 1p.have a movie taken of their wed-
«ling,‘but a friend took snapshots. In
«keeping: with the atmosphere of the
"#Ralace.of Weddings, the party’s mood
" swas resirained. Everyone looked a lit-
‘tie:self-conscious. Strangers kept star-
ing at them.
. »After i several minutes, another
woman official of the palace asked
‘them to move along, their time was up.

From the wedding palace the group
«drove to Red Square, where Vdlodya
and Iiuba laid a bouquet of flowers at

day, there was a threeonth wait for a -~

‘cially encouraged custom that is now
popular, especially”’ among.. working-
class young people.) Then home for
the beginning of two days of celebra-

“tions.

. The crowd included school friends,
relatives and their parents’ closest
iriends. For many years Volodya’s fam-
ily bad been livingin’ their communal
flat wilh foir other families—sharing
kitche-and ; bath ,witlf ‘thém, seeing
them eveyy’ day.-But &fter some discus-
sion, they  decided  that.they Teally
didn’towant %o invite any of the neigh-
bors t6 the DRIy, S4 7, 1L, L

Volodya's &ister-agreed.to spend that

fnight'wi%h..‘tﬁpif -almt, go the bride and
.groom had a Yoom to themselves for
theif! wedding night. Later they plan-
ned'fo ‘move in with the same aunt.
She. had a two-room. flat, but lived
alone, o there was room for them.

Married life. Love, struggles, sur-
prises, and often a sad ending. Almost
one in three Soviet marriages now
eitds in divorece—nearly one in two in
Moscow and Leningrad. The successes .
and failures of Soviet marriages are
pften attributable to the most univer-
sal of reasonms, but this society also
glves marriage a special quality.
i+ -Young people like Volodya and Luba
{whose story Js really a composite of

#éveral Moscow weddings) begin their
‘married lives in difficult ' circur..
stances. They face immediate practieal
problems—finding a place to live is
the most important-—as well as a new
way of life for which they are often ill-
prepared.

A young married couple cannot ex-
Jpect to have an apartment of their own
for years. They may get a room in_a
relative's flat, or if they can afford it,
try to Tent & room on the “free” mar-
ket. The rent on a two-room apartment
-is aboirt 15 rubles & month, but.a room
in Moscow—rented from someone with
- “extra” space -— costs 30 to 50 rubles a
month. Most likely, they will spend the
first years of their. marriage living

-with his parents or hers.

» ~Even crowded together this. way, the -
young couple will be entitled to pri--

vacy. Some young people acknowledge
-that this is a strong stimulus to mar-
.riage. It is difficult to. find a ‘place to
make love in this country, and mar-
riage at least solves that problem. (Not
‘that it is otherwise inswrmountable: an
unpublished poll of 22-year-old Lenin-
~grad University students found that,
“less-than & per cent of them were
virgins,) -

Early marriages are now. common,
-but Soviet social scientists don’t ap-
Prrave of them. Aleviina Suvorova, an’
associate of the state’s Ipstitute of the
General Problems of Upbringing, re-
vealed in a recent article thatin more
than half the marriages in Moscow, the
bride and groom are 18 to 20 years old.
“Accelerated sexual development,”
she wrote, “does not run parallel with
gocial development.- Young people do

rity. As a result there are early
marriages:” illconsidered = alliances
doomed in many cdses to a short exist-
ence” . oo o

Surveys of betrothed couples and
newlyweds Teveal that these young
people are confident in advance of
their ability to raise children, Suvo-
rova wrote. But, “when a baby is born,
optimism and faithin one’s abilities to
teach and raise it disappear. In the
striking majority of cases, parents turn

out to'be alasolutely helpless , . .» -
.. In Soviet society, marriage is .also
‘challenged” by, the extraordinary
straing of everyday existence. A new
family that sets up housekeeping inde-
pendently is thrown into “a-whole new
way of life,” one Muscovite who sur-
vived It recently recalled. “Our young
.people are spoiled—they don’t know
;;self-re]iance.’:";:t Sl

Ms. Suvorova- wrote: “Our children

- % .-are not properly prepared for mar-
riage.” She was referring 1o the most
s practical matters. For instance, young
.couples on the eve 'of marriage
»haven't yet ‘encolintered questions of
“the family ‘budget, housekeeping or a
husband’s role in domestic duties.”
" Subsequent surveys of the same cou-
ples soon after their weddings show
that: “Husbands who used to. worry
-about their girl /friend’s cooking abili-
ties soon understand that these abili-
ties may perish in ohlivion if they
‘don’t learn how 1o balance income and
-expenses. But “alas, i’ turns ‘oyt that
“only. 17 per cént of newlyweds know
"how to plan a family budget.”

In the Soviet Union, keeping a house-
hold afloat. and, organized ‘s 1o easy
matter. Budgets are tight,especially in
young families,” Official statistics re-
veal that-in a typical family, the hus-
‘band’s wages represent just more than
half the family income. Thus, eco-
‘nomie necessity compels many wives
to work.

Shoppitig is time-consuming and dif-
ficult. Few people have cars and 55 per

-cent of all families do not have refrig-

-erators xo it is normal to do some
shopping every. day. Shops do not al-
ways have what one needs in stock, so

- A woman must aften try several stores.

(1t usually is the woman, sociclogists
‘confirm.) It may take several hours to
‘track down a good piece of meat for a
-special occasion. Fresh fruits and vege-
tables are most easily found -in the
:markets where farmers »eH the prod-
uce of their-legal private plots, but a
trip to the market is. an expedition for
most people.” © ¢ T
Moscow -shops fre comparatively
-well-supplied, -but-the same isn't true
. in provincial towns and cities. In many
~places the stores are out of bread by
:late afternoon. In some towns, espe-
- cially in winter, fresh milk rarely ap-
pears, and causes .a small- sensation
wwhen it does. In Novosibirsk, a city of
#over & million iphghitanls in western
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“in the | farmer's - markets——for ‘highi
pnces

“A11 this ‘may sotnd prétty awiul {o B
Westemer but Russians areused_ tgét?
“‘Shopping’ is sxmply part -of  their
every-day Many men and most women
carry, a’ string bag with them at all

nmes in case they see somethmg good
on their daily rounds. R i
There are some thingsthat a ymmg
eouple will simply do without. Rugs,
For instance, are extremely difficult to
find. This winter a crowd of at least
10,000 people stood in line, some for 12
to 18 hours, to sign up to buy-a rug
during the next year. This happened in
southwest Moscow, and Moscow has
priority for such consumer products
Bare wooden floors are common in
Russxan apartments R
“Housework-is difficult. Labor-savmg
devices are not yet common, and are
ften poorly made. Slightly more than
~half of all Soviet families have a small

- +washing mackine, but it is not very ef-
{ . ~ficient. Thirteen households in 100
‘have a .vacuum cleaner. There is mo
: such thing as a dryer or a dishwasher
- in the Soviet Union. Nor is there a

good ‘dishwashing detergent. Many
women do the family laundry by hand
every day, in the }ntchen sink or bath-
tub. 5

Westerners spmled by the - " abun-
dance of their wealth may find it hard
to believe that Russians can live this
way, but they do, millions of them hap-

ily.

P Russians dor’t compare their lives to
Americans’ or West Germans’, but to
the Russian past. By that standard the

most no one in Moscow outside - the rul-
ing elite ‘could think of living 'in his
“own apartment; now two -thirds of the
‘population’ do Consumer goo&s and
food produtts are almost all more
‘abundant than 10 or 15 years ago. Life
is 1mprov1ng—-by ﬁts and star‘ts, but
inexorably.-.

The burélens of daily 1ifé fall most
heavﬂy on women in Soviet soclety
“They fulfill the historic woman’s role
»as cook, " eleanér and shopper they
hold full-time jobs, and they serve on
the front line of the struggle with So-
viet shortages and merchandising.
Women initiate the majority of divoree
proceedings in this country—iwo-

thirds of those in t}lg clty of Lemn-

grad, for example.. ™

Marnages collapse in the Sowe’t Un-
ion almost as regularly as “in the di-
vorce-happy United States. Thirty per
cent of all divorces involve: “young”

couples——presuma’bly those under 30..

Most of them already have children.
The principal cause of Soviet di-
" vorces is not one of the sociological
. factors mentioned earlier in this arti-
tle, but drunkenness.’ A. M. Chechot, a
« sociologist, - polled 1,000 men and
- svomen (500 cotples) who were divore-
.ing in Leningrad. Of the 500 women
. polled, 210 said they left their hus-
. bands because they were drunks. A
‘third of the 500 women said their men
had beaten them. ot
In the same sample, 104 of the
women and 140 of the men said thelr
spouses had been unfaithful.
Chechot also found that the strains
,of everyday life contributed substan-
‘tially to divorce. Twenty-two per cent

O o

for their dxvorces, a hint of the'c
‘quences when’ generations are “farce
;to live together in’close quarters,
;.- The shortage of living space
.citéd as a ground for divoree by 11.
‘per cent of those questioned. ‘7 -~
Under Soviet law every citizen has
nght to divorce. ‘When a martiagh
‘turns sour, the partners can dissolve if
almost as easﬂy as t‘héy orlgl,
‘When there are no chﬁdren, the|cot
ple can make a joint apphcation fqr.
. vorce to their neighborhood records of
flce, wait three months%@ay 59 ible
"each’ and receive a"pléce of papes
emmzing the dlssolutmn of
union. It is. Sme;y a matter of p per
work. - L
"If there .are. chﬂdren “th ’ogé i
F.’13 slightly moré complicated, The par,
;ents must appear before & coun eloy
-who makes an attempt, usually'a .pr
‘forma attempt, to persuade them| no
“to divorce. If thy. ;persmt ‘the e.D per;
-work goes forward."” ot
If one of the spouses reﬁucta t td
-divoree, or if there is’ a dispute over|
-custody or, the dlstributlon Jof JPint
-property,” a court “fight” 15 “possible
‘They are rare: A reluctant parther|can
.only postpone, not prevent the divarce
"_Except in extraordinary circumstances
mothers get custody of the children.
“l went into the record office on
Tuesday, it was noon, I looked at| the
clock,” one recent divorcee recounted.
“I had a letter from Yum [her ex-

you have any questmns for - me
shrugged—no. -He said, ‘You can

fice.’ That’s all there was to it.
walked out a free woman. Tt was-
minut
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- clock.” -
NEXT: Women ond _igmzly life,

drink? I drink on my own money, you
know .

Speakmg of money, the husband
cogmplains

,,1?“MQ,§CO“’—Imag1ne - a Soviet

+isapartment: Four women sit around a
: tabl_é. periodically tossing down slugs
..of wodka. They are playing eards—

-Joudly—and telling war stories—more

g Io{ifialy still. A map, the husband of one

of ‘them. enters wearing an apron, car-
rying a tray full of hot cups of tea.
#With nervous, jerky gestures he tries
to clear empty vodka bottles off the ta-
ble and serve the tea. The women start
complaining to him about the food, the
'dirty table. He shrugs his shoulders.

| Finally the guests decide it is time to

go. home. The xusband fetches their
- coats anif:poots.
#When hqr pals are gone the man’s

wowife throw’s her arms around him

drunkenly. ¥Don’t touch me!” he
shouts. She responds indignantly.
“Whatsa matter, doncha think I can

enough housekeepmg mon&yﬁ o the
shoppmg She bPushes him amde

-audience watching group of c_:omedi-
-ans-acting it out, this scene is hysteri-
cally implausible. The theater rocks
with laughter. The audience obviously
loves the mirror image of Soviet fam-
ily life that the comedians create.

Reality, as one of the comedians ex-
plains’in an introduction to the skit, is
fdifferent; Papa comes home from work
and - reads the paper. Mama comes
home from work and goes shopping.
makes supper, does the laundry and
ironing, and helps the children with
their homework. Sometimes, papa
helps out after dinnerby turning on
the television set..- ~

In Russia, “A good wife doesn’t let
her husband help her keep house. She
*keeps it clean herself, sews and weaves

talks, and in general is mostly silent)”

16th century; when “this" prescnptlon

for her husband and _children. A good

wife is always - merry—she always
smiles and makes her husband's .

interfere in- her husband's business

IS 0

A RUSSIA
L}FETIM

- PART

\4

for a good wife was written in the
“domostroi” or “rules of the houyse-
hold” - that were then accepted by
church and state. Though contempeo-
rary Russian society has litfle in com-
mon with the 15th century, the influ-
ence of the domostroi is still evident. .
¢ Yet. mama's role has grown enor-
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mously, although she continues to act
as a servant of the rest of the family.
In the 16th century, papa was the lord
of the manor, but today he is much
less imposing, and much less influen-
tial. A’ woman who allows her husband
tb loaf around the apartment while she
does all ‘the housework is also—in
many families—the pillar of family life
and the chief decision-maker. :

-"The Russian family is one of the in-
Stltutlons that Russians love most
about thei;_“ country. In its ideal form,
the family is a fortress of love and mu:
tual protection whose walls ‘shield all
within from an uncertam outside
world. Though reahty may seldom live:
up to these grand intentions, sentimen-
tal Russians (and that means wirtually
all of them) often overlook the family’s
failures and romantxclze 1ts accom-
phshments

Modern Soviet soclety does not chal-

- ‘lenge traditional family relationships
- the way the fast-paced societies of the
.industraliized West do. -There is no

sign of the hedonistic lifestyle here:

 No: amusement industry to fill leisure
| t1me no cult of youth and beauty, no

consumer industry for children or
cemeteries for pets. The Soviet popula-
tmn;is relatively stdble and immobile.

. Pdrents haye" time for children, and
children for parents. Soviet sociolo-
gistsiclaim that comparative surveys of
Russian and Western families show
that 8 mother or father here is likely
to devote more of her or his week to
the children than does a Western par-
ent. There are fewer distractions, at
least in the evening and on weekends,
and perhaps—as many Russians would
insist—a greater desire: o share the
child's life.

“Sometimes it's sxlly," one mother
recently admitted. *We sit around in
our apartment—me, my husband, my
parents, maybe an aunt and uncle—
and everybody is looking atKolya [age
8). ‘What’s new with you, Kolya?”
‘How's life, Kolya?' ‘What’s happening
in school, Kolya?’—-That’s all you hear
for hours at a time.”

At the opp051te extreme'is the story
‘told in a woman's letter fo the radio
program “Man and Sotviety,” perhaps
the nearest Soviet equivalent to a per-
sonal advice column.

=My life has been a nightmare,” the

. woman wrote {rom Magadan, a remote

.gorners of Eastern Siberia not far
‘from’ AIaska “1 got married in 1946,
_and hoped to raise a happy family . "

. Her first son was born in 1947, and——
¢ “perhaps to celebrate this event’—her
--husband took a drink of vodka that
{- was his' downfall. A lifetime of drink-
| .ing followed.

;wextreme material difficulties,

“Our family survived
gince

more than half our income was spent
n-vodka.”

= ,Fmalh,, after 21 years of marriage.

she and, her three children decided to
throw him out of the house. To get
away from him completely they went
to Magadan Papa stayed in the indus-
trial cify where they'd lived, still
drinking."He remarried. then divorced,

then moved in with another woman.
Several years ago he had a stroke,
which left him paralyzed. Learning of
‘this, mother and children decided to
invite him back.

“He getting better now,” the woman
wrote. “He's back at work, and most
important, he isn’t drmkmg any spir-
its. But life has already passed us by.
Ne can’t repeat our youth .

Alcoholism -is & perpetua] epidemie
in this sociéty. There are no published
statistics on the consumption of vod-
ka or the prevalence of alcoholism,
but evidence of it can be seen on the
streets of any village or town. Per-
haps 40 per cent of all divorces are
caused by drunkenness accordmg io
somologlsts research.

P -

ngka and wine play an 1mportant

“role in Soviet family life, What does an
+ordinary warker’s family do to cele-
brate a birthday or a big event? “Buy
a bottle of vodka,” is the most common
.replyv. An enormous Russian woman
.who works as a janitor confided that
~she would need 20 [half pint] bottles
for the four-day May Day weekend.

Family celebrations are likely to
happen at home. Millions of Soviets—
very likely the vast majority — never go
to & restaurant. (Restaurants are nei-

‘ther good nor common. In Moscow,
.the -best-served -city in the country,
there are 127 of them—or one for
every 55,000 inhabitants.) The Russian
“table” for a big occasion is another
of the things Russians love most about
their country.

Besides vodka, it will be piled high
wih a dozen different “zakuski” (hors
d’oeuvres), from canned sprats in oil to
elaborate Caucasian chicken in walnut
sauce. The company can easily spend
an hour or two ‘over these, washing
them down with the toasts that in-
evitably accompany the consumption
of alcohol.

A soup may follow the zakuski, and
a piece of meat, or perhaps a duck,
will follow the soup. Mama and
grandma serve and clear the dishes—
none of which match each other—and
“yell at the young people to eat more of
everything. Three generations crowd
around the table, many sitting on
stools, because there are never enough
sehairs, and all crowded, because the ta-
ble is always too small. The men tell
jokes and give toasts, the girls gossip
and tease.

There is no cocktail hour, no coffee
in the drawing room afterward (there’s
no drawing room), and somehow. it is
usually more fun than any dinner
party in Washington or London.

o9

If Soviet society lacks the distrac
tions from family life typical of West-
ern countries, it has substitute distrac-
tions of its own. The most important of
these is the requirement that able-bod-
ied women, particularly in the city,
hold a full-time job.

For some traditionalists, this is aj
outrage. Alexander 1. Solzhenitsyn, the

author, stated the conservative view of
women at work in his recently-pubdb-
lished open letter - to the Soviet
leaders: . ,

“How can one faﬂ to feel shame and
compassmn at the sight of our' women.
carrying heavy barrows of stones for
paving the street’. .. ? Whei we con-
.template such scenes what more is
there to say, what doubt can there pos-
sibly be? Who would hesitate to aban-
don the financing of South "American
revolutionaries tp free- our women
from this bondage?”

0ld women doing hard physmal 1a-
bor are an embarrassment to many So-
viet officials, but the general notion
that women should work is not. “The
state’s interest presupposes only one
-decision,” Elena Ivanova, a senior edi-
tor of the government newspaper Iz-
vestia said recenfly. “The country
needs hands for work, mcludmg wom-
en’shands .. ."

To a large extent, women agree. In
surveys, half or more -of the working
women questioned regularly say that
they work for the satisfaction and en-
joyment, not just for the money. Mrs.
Ivanova points out that 60 per cent of
the college graduates in the country
are women. “Do they want to sit at
home and waste their qualifications?”
she asked. “Of course not.” Polls show
that the higher a woman’s level of edu-
cation, the more she wants to work, re-
1%ardless of the number of children she

as.

The compromises available to an
American middleclass woman who
wants to raise a family and pursue a ca-
reer are not available here. The Soviet
economy is rigid, and Soviet institu-
tions live by a stern rule book. They
do not believe in women taking 10
years off, or starting a career at 35, or
working part-time. Either you work,
or you don't.

The inflexibility of the sygtem puts a
psychological strain on women. As one
sociologist observed recently, Soviet
women may start life on an equal foot-
ing with males, study, begin work and
marry on the basis of equality, but
suddenly lose their equality with the
arrival of a child, if not earlier.

In Russian families a child is the
mother’s business, whether or not her
job, her housework and shopping al-
ready fill her time. A working woman
with a child in this society has an enor-
mous amount of work—30 hours a
week. according to one. survey, on fop
of a work week that averages 45 hours
including transportation to and from

the job.

If she finds a place for her baby in a
nursery or kindergarten, a Soviet
woman is still on call in case of illness.
Day care centers won’t keep a sick
baby, for fear others will catch the ill-
ness, so the mother must take care of
her child at home. (She is given some

raid leave from work for this purpose).
. Work discipline is lax in most Soviet
factories and offices. Many women
manage to do errands on office time.
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“A woman sé&gsrtqy%g' En?crt\mﬁLeas

about one-third as productive as a

man,” a research chemist claimed.

Baby-sitters are virtually unheard of
here. Either the baby goes out with the
adults, or mama stays home—unless

. .. there’s a grandmother who can be per-
‘. suaded to look after the child. Soviet

teenagers don’t seem to have the en-
trepreneurial spirit or the confidence
“of their elders that would be necessary
if they were to copy the American
baby-sitting system.

Like most Soviet workers, a working
{woman is entitled to 2 month of paid
holiday each year. In theory, this vaca-
tion could be devoted entirely fo the

. family, and often it is. But it is com-
: > vmon for Soviet parents to take sepa-
. .»rate ‘holidays.

This is officially—
though-coincidentally—encouraged.
“‘Places in trade union sanitoria, rest

. homes and resorts — the most sought-

after holiday spots in the Soviet Union
—are allocated at work. Unless hus-
band and wife work in the same place,
‘they cannot expect to get spaces in the
same resort at the same time. So they
often go off alone at different times of
the year. The effect of this on family

* life has been repeatedly criticized in
'+ the press and in sociological studies,
- but without apparent effect.

{(There arer’t spaces in these resorts
for even half the population, so many
Soviet citizens do take their vacations
with' their families—even if they’d
rather not.)

[ X ]

The question remains, what is Rus-
sian family life really like? Hopefully
some of the answers have been in-
cluded in these articles, but a lot of
them haven’t. For an outsider who has
had only a limited opportunity to see
families at home, many of the answers
remain out of reach.

For an American, it is instructive to
reflect.om . typical aspects of middle-
classéAmerican life which have no ob-

: . .vious equivatent here. The list is long.

“There is -no family car in the Soviet
Union, savein about one in 14 families
in Moscow,sone in 70 for the country as
a whole.“There is no house, but rather
a small apartment for the luckiest
families ( in urban areas, about half the

total), and a room for the others. It is_

an officially stated goal of Soviet hous-
ing policy that every citizen shouid

. ‘have his own room in his own apart-

ment; but the goal is just a distant
hope now. Caw

The; consumer goods that set the
_tone of American family life don’t ex

.ist here. There are no cold Cokes in the

.. refrigerator (which is tiny, if it exists;,

no -cartons. of milk brought home by
the milkman, no garbage disposals or
food freezers.’, -

There is:mothing here to compare
with the”organized activities that oe-

" .cupy American’ children and beconie
_the’focal points: of so many famili€s’
"lives: Schools‘don’t have organized ath-

letic teams or — except in specidl
cases — bands or orchestras. Dancing
classes, pottery classes, church choirs«
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young people. s
| Life in the Soviet Union is guieter,
‘duller and harder than in the West. It
[is also more secure. No one need fear
unemployment, inflation or a finan-
cially catastrophic illness. On thg
other hand, no one outside a very sp¥-
cial elite can realistically hope to vist
the Champs Elysees or the canals f§f
Venice. The state provides, but it also

-

_ In the unique environment that Sp-
viet society has created, family life
goes on in recognizable patterns, Kids
come home from school, have somg-
thing to eat, go out to play. Mothers
prepare supper, fathers read the eve-
ning paper, everybody. watchep televj-
sion. *We're living well,” Russians lile
1o tell each other, “Life is good.”
- NEXT. Old age and death.
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155. Hes had a heart attack and liver

other heart attack, and his wife called

an ambulance. It took two hours to get
to their apartment, but the .old man
was still alive, and the ambulance tock
him to a hospital N .

. No one in the family was consulte
about which hospital, and they had bad.
luck. It was an old one, overcrowded,
and shabby. There was no room in the
wards, so Valentin Alexandrovich was
given a bed in the hallway. The doc-
ftors were not solicitous. Soviet hospi-
tals are reluctant to admit the very
old, and especially reluctant to let peo-
ple use their beds to die. That is seen
rlas a waste. of space—people should die
at home, . :

But Valentin Alexandrovich isn’t in-
terested in dying. He survived 10 years
in one _of»Stalin's prison camps and
many other hardships; he wants to,
keep going. His wife, his 59-year-old
son by an earlier marriage and the
son’s wife and daughter are taking

turns at the hospital, looking after
him. They keep watch around the
iclock.
Soviet hospitals do not provide much
nursing care. The nurses on duty per-
orm functional tasks—cleaning up,
keeping order, serving the one basic
menu that is offered to all patients.
hey don’t pay close attention to the
atients. So relatives do. They also
ring special foods and medicines—of-
en the ¥ery *things that the ‘bospital
octors prescribe, but can't provide
hemselves. Soviet hospitals are irregu-
arly gupplied with medicine. Modern
ntibioties and miracle drugs are gen-
rally. not .available, except in the spe-
‘tial hospitals for high officials.

The Little Hall of the Moscow Con-
bervatory looks like an American
bchool auditorium. Several times a
eck it is used for commercial ‘con-

, mostly for soloists and chamber
usic. On many afternoons and eve-
s jt 18 the scene of free concerts

“ Growing OldJs No Joy
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trouble. Several weeks ago he had an-
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given by students of the conseryatory.

These fres concerts are a gathering
placs for the elderly. The seats are
comfortable, the music is often sooth-
ing, and it doesn’t cost anything. A
nice outing s

The other night a dozen violin stu-
dents gave a free concert in the Little
Hall. Several of the white-haired spec-
tators looked like regulars. One fat
woman carefully arranged herself in a
_corner seat, tucking her shpppi g bags
under her, but holding tight 4o a scarf
embroidered with a design. She didn't
pay much’attention to the aspiring vio-
linists. She' was busy with the scarf—
folding it up in a sguare, unfolding it
looking at’the design from the front,
then the back, -and then folding|it into
a square agginf’ B

Across “the room “sat three old
women whq seemed to be friends. One
of thé three dominated the |group,
holding forth on one subject after an-

A RUSSL/
LIFETIME

_PART Vi

other, Her commentary wasn’'tl inter-
rupted bythe music—she kept .right
on going. = . ,

About half the spectators that night
were .0ld people. Some wandered in
late, others left early. They seemed to
treat it:as a hangout.

There.aren't many proper gathering
spots for the'elderly in this cpuntry.
As social scientists privately acknow-
ledge, the Soviet Union until recent
years hasn’t treated old people as a
spectal group of'the population, apart
from providing them with modest pen-
sions. There are few old-age homes, al-
most no clubs for: the elderly, and very
few social services especially for them.
“0ld age i§ mo ?oy," according to a
Russian proverb, © - |

A Soviet scientist who works on
problems of aging listed the deficien-
cies Bie perceives in the system here.

¢ Geriatrics—the branch of cal
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science dealing ,witn oid age and its
diseases—does not exist as a ‘separate
branch of Soviet medicine, There are
virtually no special clinics or hospitals
for the elderly. (A famous exception,
sometimes shown to foreigners, is the
home and hospital for Old Bolshgviks
in Moscow.): There are no professxonal{
or popular journals dealing with uld.
people and their probiems. - .

¢ Old-age homes serve less than-10
per cent of those whn peea tneir serv-
jees. Those that exist are often poor.
In Kaluga, for example;” old people
live jn dormitory conditions, several to
a room, in an uncomfortable building. .

* ‘The state prevents the gathering
of accurate statistics on causes of
death from different diseases, in aif-

ferent parts of the country. It is for-

: bidden to keep such statistics. In 1966,
the Institute of Gerontology in Kiev
opened 2 new statistical unit, but it
was closed soon afterward for want of
statisties to work with. .

® Pensions are inadequate. Most old-

age pensioners get 50 to 70 rubles a
month, or about half the average work-
‘eér's wage. The maximum pension is
“120":rubles a month, even for a scien-
- tist,swhose salary had been 500 rubles

- a‘month. - .
#  Soviet citlzens collect about 20 bil-

lion rubles .a vear in old-age and disa-
bility pensions—an amount that
sounds high, but isn’t;when distributed
among 43 million .-recipients that
makes the average pension less than 40
rubles 2 month, .

The situation .isn’t’ as grim as that
seientist’s list implies, because the ex-
tended family is still a healthy institu-
tion in the Soviet Union. Although fig-
‘ures aren’ available—they seldom are
for social features of Soviet society—it
is certain that many more old people
here live with their children than in
the United States, for instance.

Even #f they live separately in the

. same 1iown, relations between the older

generation and its .heirs seem close

. ang protective. Grandparents -ofien

» play .an active role in raising their
«children’s children. For many women,
_ thedirth of a grandchild becomes the
i official beginning of old age, and a

pretext for giving up work and return-

- ing to the hearth.

+Others are reluctani to do - this be-

‘. -cause it may mean lower pension bene-

“ fits. Pensions sare paid- in full only af-
“-ter20 years of work, and only if one
‘works for the three years immediately
prior, to going on pension. Women are
eligible for pension at 55, men at 60.
. «Ifyou're old and don’t have a fam-
ily; i’s terrible,” a Moscow woman of
45 remarked recently. Another woman
described an old lady she knew who
lives alohie«dn one room of a communal
apartment.ori’40:rubles a month. She is
s6 poor that ‘she has to think twice be-
fore taking a 5 kopeck bus ride. She
eats meat only iwo or three times a
month. PR
Many old people supplement their
pensions by continuing to work. The

state encourages this as a means to re-
duce its labor shortage. In underman-
ned prefessions, someone who reaches
‘retirement age can go right on work-
ing as before, collecting both salary
"and. pension. Many doctors continue
working after retirement age on this
basis. 7 oot o
* The classic pénsioners’ profession is

“that of cloakroom attendant. Every So-.

‘yviet office, theater, restaurant, mu-
seum, school and factory has a cloak-
room, manned by one or more old peo-
ple. .

“I dor’t think anyone in our country
is just retired,” a Moscow woman said
recently. “Every old person has some
job, even if it's just taking care of a
grandchild or a sick husband.”™
*" 'The strains of ordinary life are most
‘difficult for the old. Three sisters, all
‘over 65, who live together in Moscow
try to share the hardest jobs. The
youngest and healthiest does the shop-
ping. Instead of going out every day,
as most people do, she tries to shop
only every other day, buying as much
as she can carry home in two big shop
ping bags. An old woman shuffling

along with a heavy load is 2 common

sight in Moscow.

Television is a big boon to the elder-
iy. Conversation in the park of Tver-
skoi Boulevard, a favorite gathering
place for the old, often concerns the
previous night's concert or film on
television.

Boredom, however, takes its toll
Editors of Izvestia, the government
newspaper, report that half of the
thousands of letiers to the editor they
receive each week are written by pen-
sioners. -

The universal scourge of cld age is

bad health, and it is no more fun to be.

sick in this country than in any other, A
sufferer from high blood pressure, for
example—a woman of 61—has trouble
every fall and spring, when the sea-
sons change. Each time she goes to her
neighborhood..clini¢, whit¢h refers her
:to: a hospital, Which puts her through a
,series of tests that take two or three
days. Each time, the tests show that
she has high blood pressure. A brief
rest.is perserfbed, and some pills. No
Soviet doctor has ever suggested that
her diet, avhich includes large quanti-
ties of eggs-and fatty milk products,
might contribute to her illness.

~ Soviet doctors don't like to make di-
agnoses before putiing patients
throngh thorough tests, and the tests
ran he 50 tedious that some people try
to diagnose themselves to avoid them.
Or they look for a doctor “on the left”
—someone who will come to their
home for a little money or a bottle of
cognac and give them personal care.
‘The practice is extremely common.

L)

Most people die at home, since the
hospitals dont want the dying in their
beds. A man of 80 with cancer of the
lungs lies in his own bed to the end,
attended by & doctor who drops in ev-
ery day to give him an injection. For
the rest of the family it's a difficult ex-

_perience, though the patient may be
‘grateful for these Iast days at bome.
. When Ivan Mikhailovich finally died
-of cancer, his danghter called hos-
é‘pital’and asked what to do. She was
;told that a doctor must come to certify
‘the death, and the hospital gave her
ithe inspector’s {elephone number. She
;called, and.in two hours the inspector
came to record the details of Ivan Mik-
.haflovich’s passing._ Then she tele-
phoned the morgue, which promised to
‘send someone for the body before the
-end of the working day. The children
jwere ~afraid 'tg stay bome with the
‘corpse, 80 they were sent to an uncle’s.
}- Tme“daughter then called a’ phone
‘number she’d been given by a friend—
“the number of the staté agency that

elps to arrange funerals. What serv-
ices could they provide, she asked.
- “Come and see us, we don't do busi-
ness on the telephone,” a woman at
"the other end replied sharply. (“We
_are always so rude to each other; why
is it?” a Soviet editor asked recently.
41 dor’t know myself.”™) =

Then she called fhe new cremato-
rium, where she hoped her father
could be laid to rest. The crematorium
is in a small village just beyond the

city limits, and its telephone is on the
village switchboard. She couldn’t get
through all morning. Finaly she asked
the switechboard operator how to get to
the crematorium. “How do I know? Is
that my job, to give directions?” She
hung up. i
Toward evening the peopie from the
morgue came to take Ivan Mikhailo-
vich’s body away. The next day his
-daughter was_able to get things ar-
ranged, by traveling all over town. She
had to get a certificate of death from
the neighborhood registry office. For
10 rubles, the men at the morgue
agreed to make the corpse presentable
in an open coffin. (To save money,
_some people. do this themselves at the
.morgue.)

- Through a friend and with the help
of several more tips, she arranged for
a bus to take the coffin and the mour-
ners to the crematorium’the following
Baturday afternoon. They would have
*30 minntes in one of the'three chapels
for a farewell ceremony, which the
family itself would have to prepare.
The new crematorium—tbe only one
-in Moscow—sits in a field on the out-
skirts of the city, a serene building of
white marble. QCutside in the parking
lot, groups of mourners huddle around
the buses that brought them and the
bodies of their deceased friends or rel-
atives. They are waiting for their turn
in one of the chapels. The front of the
crematorinm is lined with wreaths
from previous funerals, many of them
withered and falling apart.
Finally a man in a work smock
‘comes up to the bus and says, “It's
“your turn now.” Those who have been
designated pallbearers lift the coffin
-out of the bus, and carry # 20 yards
‘up a sidewalk to a door in the marbie
Aacede. There it is set on & kind of

Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A000100600001-9




CPYRGHT .-
Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A000100600001-9
ioart-and rollodi5io thi chispel WASHINGTON POST .
P oot io e tze | 22 Jume 1874 ’
with a high ceiling. The far wall is all | e T S

| glass, and looks out into-sn open field, o ,
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equipment. The coffin iy rolled up to,
an altardike platform, and is slid into.
it. Many families then remove. the top
of the coffin for alastlook. .. ..
Several friends may stand up on &
chair and make short orations. Mourn:
ful music is piped into the room. It
seems traditional for the womenfolk to
weep and wail loudly. The whole at- 2
mosphere is intimidating, and most | \

Privileged Soviets

After 30 minutes, an employee of the
- A Different, Easier Way of Life

crematorium announces that the time
is up. A young woman moves toward
the coffin and makes a short speech,
announcing that “Ivanov, Igor Valenti-
_novich” has ended his life, and that
. ““The fatherland is bur¥ing 5. 500"
% Somewhere a button is pushed, and
. the true function of the altar on Which

Last of Seven Articles
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"\, other day, a tourist was approached by
.:a middle-aged. man.

- “mean? .I'd” happily take care of- the
. ‘month. . Look, ‘there, that nice grave,

. -that’s one of mine . . .” He pointed to a
#ittle plot, about six feet sqhiare, sur-

‘1ater, the widow or children can return
for an urn full of ashes.

A brightly painted sign outside the
chapel says: “For burial of urns with
ashes, the management suggests a
niche or a plot in the cemetery.”

A niche is a recess, about 18 inches
square, in' a specially built wall which
accommodates row upon row of urns
with ashes. ‘The ‘urn goes into the re-
cess and is covered with a bplaque
that bears the name of the deceased
and whatever other information is de-
sired. These walls are going tp one af-
ter another in the open fields around
the crematorium. They look like small
versions of the new housing develop-
ments in Wwhich more and more Soviet
citizens live. .

Fewer families choose burial, which

is more expensive and more compli--

cated. But religious families do, and
they are more numerous than the
state’s militant atheism would suggest.
At the Nikolo-Archangelskoe cemetery
next to the crematorium, grave after
grave is marked with the distinetive
cross of the Russian Orthodox Church.

The cemetery is in dilapidated condi-

‘tion. The =asphalt walkways are
cracked and crumbling, and mainte-
nance of the graves and shrubs that
grow around them is left entirely to
the families of the deceased. Many of
the graves are marked only with hand-
painted signs. . .

. Walking through the cemetery ‘the
“*Do you have
ssomebody mere?” he asked. “Buried. I

.grave for you—only a few rubles a

irounded by a metal fence as are most
of the graves. It 'was neat and trim.
Would you:like me to do it for|
you? ...”

-overcrowded- apartments or

group of Soviet Ccitizens
whose way of life has little
in common with the ordi-
nary people described in
previous articles. If com-
prises the tiny elite of sen-
jor officials, scientists and
artists who enjoy the per-
quisites of power.

For those at the very tap,
.there are no long lines, no
bribes and tips, no harass-
ment by petty officials, no

sshortages of consumer goods.
‘They live in a world apart.

In Russian they are the
*“nachalstvo,” an untranslat-
able -word often spoken
dironically, . whose literal
meaning is “the authorities,”
‘but whose true sense is more
“the big cheeses.”
_ “The nachalstve never see
‘how the rest of us live,” one
working man observed rue-
fully watching a long black
‘limousine speed down the
middle of Moscow's Kutu-
zovsky - Prospekt carrying
one of the country’s most
important citizens to his
eprawling dacha on Uspen-
skoe Road.

o

Tt is illegal to turn left
from Kalinin Prospekt onto
Granovskvo Street, just op-
posite the Lenin Library in
central Moscow. But if a car
epproaches that intersection
with a left turn signal blink-
ing and its license plate be-
gins with the letters MOC,
the policeman on duty will
wave it through. Illegal left
turns are one of the priv-
{leges that accrue to memberr of the

“,.the coffin sits is revealed. It is a trap By Robert G. Kaiser CPYRGHT
«door, which opens, and the coffin gen- | . Washington Poxt Porelgn Bervice
Wlvydisappears from view. Several days [ . MOSCOW—There is one Communist Party’s Central COmMmILeE |

whose license plates begin with the
letters MOC.
Grangvskovo Stree’-;! 1s often lined

with the black Chaikas and Volgas,
all chauffeurdrivef, | which the na-
chalstvo use. They I:Jave come to do
some shopping in the special store
that is located therei-behind a door
marked “Office of Bpecial Passes” in
a building that bears| s plague which
announces: “In his building Viadimir
Tlyich Lenin gave & speech on April
4, 1919 to Red Buards op their way fo
‘the (civil war) frent.? -

The store sells foedstuffs, which the
sustomers bring put to their cars in
nondescript paper packages.

Around the gorner on Kalinin Pros-
pekt is the speripl Kremlin Polyclinie,
whose doctors kerve o the nachalst-
vo.. The long blsek Zils af Politburo
members can uften seen qn the
street outside. .

cher special facilities for spegial
people are scatiered around the oppi-
tal. Just opposite the Moscow office of
The Washington Post is the taller shop
for senior officials of the Council of
Ministers, the Soviet government.

:There they can have a suit (or a coat
for their wives) made to order by
tallors who are presumed better than
most, with materials t aren’t avail-
able to the masses. |

Privileges for the ehlte are not a re-
cent innovation. John Reed, the Amer-
ican radical buried in the Kremlin wall
whose book on the RBolshevik Revolu-
tion is a classic hexg,‘ noted with dis-

comfort how the earliest Soviet lead-
ers began to assume privileges for
themspives immediately after the rev-
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blutiofl. e
The practice grew more common and
fnore elaborate under Stalin, who de-
lided early on that material incentives
fvere pffective even in a state sllegedly
Hedicated to total equality under com-
nunism. Today, the system of privi-
eges {l; g fundamental fact of Soviet
life. rs R
The system is rigorously hierarchi-
hdl.. The most privileged of all are
members of the Politburo of the Com-
munist Party. S .
Their salaries arent known buf are
hrobably irrelevant, since fheir life-
style depends on privileges, not in-
come. They lead sushioned lives, at-
tended by servants and chauffeurs,
housed in grand style, edting the finest
foods — all on a level that must match
the “ruling circles” of capitalist socie-
ties. .
This lifestyle is shared by a tiny
group — 16 full members of the Polit-
bure, probably the seven eandidate
members, and perhaps three more sec-
retaries of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party. These are the
- Jorly people who are truly immune
i |from a1 the difficulties of ordinary
i daily dife. -
“"Relow them-a pecking order begins.
| The exact “precedence isn't pubhlicly
| xnown, but members of the Pariy's
'| Central Commitiee eng minisiers of
the government are at the top. 8o are
officers of the Bypreme Saoviet, or
parliament.
Privileges ars hy ng means reserved
for the yppermost erust. They are
avallable to thousands of officials—
members of the Party Central Com-
mittee’s staff, imporisnt buresucrats
in Moscow’s dozens of ministrles, {op
sclentists and entertainers, regional
party offisigls and many more.
At each Tank the privileges are
alightly different, and incomplete.
Every participant in the system of
privileges ¥mows thai the higher he
goes, the better off he willhe. A deputy
minister proudly told a foreign ac
quaintance recepily sbout his new
apartment — evidently s privilege, But
he added in the next breath that his
wife was furjous becausp the telephone
hadn’t been installed,- theugh they'd
_ been living there three wmontha. ~ -
% 1In.some prganizations—the KGB, or
security police, i8 probably the best
-example~privileges go to all employ-
ees;not Just the highsstoranidng.
“"“The system 18 established in provin-
clal capitals;.as well ag in Moscow, In
Armenia, -gecording to afi Armenian
scientist; the looal “closed distributor”
hands out.gpecial products before big
holldays onthe basis ef wriiten alloce-
tions. Foriinatance, a top party official
might. get wplece of paper entitliing
him o, buy es much eaviar az he lked
¢at 8 modept priced, while a lesser offi-
«ials document would permit him to
- “buy just 300 grame.

“The flrgt secretary of a regjonal
committee af the Communist Party has

pense within his domain, For example,
he gontrols the distrfbution of private
automobiles, and can offer them as he
pleases. A provineial journalist reports
that afier he published a piece which
‘the local first secretary found flatter-
‘ing he was soon given the chance to
buy a Russian-made Fiat.

¥ Lupcel officials receive! copies from
Moscow of new foreign films which
aren't shown in public movie theaters.

. They decide Whom tp invite to ghow-:
‘ings of this forbidden fruit. - .°
- (The same mgvies aré shown in the
projectign ¥ooins ¢f top officiale’
“dachas, aceording to & Moscow camerd-
“man} R
. Privileges begin at an early age. Dur-
;ing the recent national congress of the
-Young Communist League (the Kom-
somol), elected delegates and guests
were invited to a special clothing shop
wherg they eould buy stylish Western
elothes, pne of the most coveted status
symbols in Boviet sgciety.

A forelgn objerver is etruck by the
fect that he ean find out sbout the sys-
tem of privileges in substantial detail.

Though it might seem embarrassing
that a society which trumpets gn egali-
iari:!m {deology encourages class priv-

Jege, in faot this isn't treated as @
siate secret. Everyone knows some-
. thing sbout privileges, and members of
the Mosopw intelligentsia know B lot.
* The state does not make specisl efforis
to hide the truth, or even to put the
_gpecig] stores in diserept places.

Perhaps the system wouldnt work
properly if it were a secret. The nach-
plstvo may wapnt people t9 kipw that
thers are btenefits for these whp work
hardest to defend and promote Soviet
power. ' '

s .

The most striking aspect of the syg
tem of privileges is itg pervasivéness.

There gre special “canals,” as ihe
Russians call them, by which the priv-
ileged can acquire virtually everything
they need, from a summer dacha to a

‘railroad ticket.

For food, the most privileged few
‘pay a flat amount each month—50 to 70
rubles, according to educated guesses
—to their special store. In return, they
can take as much as they need of any
food product, including caviar, good
cuts of meat &nd many other products
not sold in ordinary ehops. This store
is open only to the most senior offi-
ciala, Others have access to more ordi-
nary special shops which sell rare prod-
uets on a HWare commercial basis, One
of these is said o be in the basement
of Food Store Number 1 on Gorky
Street, in the heart of Moscow.

The privileged are allocated the best
‘housing. Ordinary citizens are legally
entitled to about 30 square feet per per-
son, though many don’t get 30 much. In
practical terms that means a flat of two
small rooms for a family of three. An
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five or six big high-ceilinged rooms in
2 grand old building in central Moscow.
* Or, Hke Premier Alexei Kosygin and at
i‘least,half‘ a dozen others, he may live in
2 big mudern biock apparently built just
B267 the nachalstve oh Vorobyevskoe Way
.on the crest of thé Lenin Hills, overlook-
jng all Moscow. -

! For the privileged class, housirg in
the countryside seems o be more im-
portant ‘than Moscow apartments. The
villages of Zhvkova, Borvikha and
Uspepsko east of Moscow are dotted
with the huge dachas of the very im-
portant—iwo-story houses of stone or
wood with large grounds. all surrounded
by high iences. Driveways and side roads
;i.n these villages are invariably marked
‘with the European “gg not enter” sign,
2 white brick on a red’ disc.

. Members of the Politburo have dachas
in this area, and additional residences
in more remote parts of the country.
Many are said to have hunting lodges.
Most, and probably all,- have beach
houses on the Black Sea. Lesser officials
sre also accorded this plum. '

~ When they travel around the country,
important officials are housed in special
quarters apparently built just for them.
The Norwegian premier was invited to
one of {hese In Leningrad this year, a
handsoma ville built in Finnish style and
equipped with Finnish furniture and
appliances.
- Clothea can be bought in gpecial sheps,
.or mads by special tailors, Theater tick-
ots are 8old at special box offices as are
-train and plane tickets, Medical eare is
provided in speclal clinics and hospitals.
‘The Kremlin Hospital on the Rublyov-
skoe Highway on the edge of Mascow
is said to be the best in the country, It
-has drugs and equipment never peen in
‘standard hospitals. - - '
, Hard-currenoy stores provide a vehicle
:for bestowing privileges. These shops,
‘valled “beriozkn" (birch tree), accept
‘roupons which represent hard currency.
_,Anyone with a relative abroad who
‘gends him money will get these coupons,

-not cagh,” ™

A diplomat ng in & Boviet em-
-hassy shrond be encouraged to take
' ;:;rlr;: of hils salary in coupans. So¢ will &

ary adviser in Syria ‘
.gdviser in India. or 8 technical

Berlozka shops are ¢l arked.
There are seven of ihegtg ?&dieuw
which accept coupons for food, cloth-
ing, furniture and ‘appliances. Every
day, numprous ardihary citizens stum-
ble on to these atpres and try to go
into them. Each beriozka is protected
by a man or woman whose job is to
bar the way to people without the
‘proper coupons.

_Beriozkas are now jammed ith So-
-viet patrons, and not all of them have
received hard currency from abroad.

Some organizations pay their em-
ployees with coupons even when thev
work in Moscow. A young journalist
in the Novosti press agency—which
Westérn intelligence agencies think 1s
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connested with th; “KGB—boasnt:d to
a foreigh frieqd that hs gets & regular
allocafion of coupons, . " .. ]

An Amertéan diplomat doing his-gro-

cery shopping in the hard-currency.
supett;!}mr et olice ray into a Soviét ge-
curd

man who had often been as

signed to tail him, .

Not all privileges depend on access
to special shops or housing. Some of
the advantages enjoyed by the -privi-
Teged few in Soviet society are less
tangible, They involve the reflexive

acquiescente to those in command.

"which seems te typlfy the contempo-
rary Soviet Unlon as ponsistently as
it @id Carlst Russia, - : :
‘When ‘somecne talls a Moscow res-
taurant and asks for a special menu
for “*the Central Committee,” the
maitie d' is unlikely fo questioh the
request. The manager of a theater or
concert hall knows from experlence
that he must save & few excelient seats
until the very last moment—a hedge
against the possibility that heéll re-
ceive one of those phone calls,
B Bomeone with an established name
and reputation in a certain field can
wield enormous influence simply be-

cause po_eple have dec%ded to defer to

him. R

Sergei Mikhatkev, a writer and offi-
cial of the Union of Writers, is a good
example. Ap editor at a pyblishing
houseé who meeds influential support
to get a cerfain book published knows
that if she can get Mikhalkov to sign
a favorable review, the book will sail
through all barriers. His credentials as
an orthodox represéntative of the cul-
tural hierarchy are impeecable and his
support for a project all but assures
its success.

Mikhalkov’'s own success is consid-
erable. Describing someone who is ex-
tremely rich by Soviet standards, mem-
bers of the Moscow intelligentsia will
sometimes say: “He's as rich as Mik-
‘halkov.” -

This instinct works most powex;fully.
for members of the uppermost ‘strata.

of the political elite. Politburo mem-
bers, it is said, can routinely arrange

careers for their- children: wherever

they would like to work Places in
universities .or institotes are glmﬂarly
available 10 them on. request.

Soviet history includes no examples
of a senior leader passing on real
political power to his ‘children, but
many have passed on the trappings
and benefits of power.

Many Soviet eitizens consider the
greatest privilege of all to be the
right to travel abroad. Citizens can
be denied it automatically because of

* suspected *“unreliability.”

-,

A
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A scholar who ‘spends his entire life
studying Indian culture or American
politics may never have a chance to
see India or America. e

Those deemed ‘worthy to go abroad,
particularly to the West, represent a
special elite, Journalists, scientists,
‘representatives”.of trading organiza-
‘tions, scholarg and a few others —
these are the Jucky few who see the
world. They come home with foreign
clothes, romantic tales, and the latest
rock records for their children —
who are the envy of every kid on the
block. e

(A few ordinary citizen§ are be-
ginning to travel abroad in organized
tourist groups—a new kind of reward
for the best workers. But only a tiny
number go tn the West—400 to the
United States in 1878, for example.)

The consequences of the system of
privileges are humerous, and not ‘all
easily f:&ntlﬁed. <

On onp level the system works well:
It has helped persuade many talented
people to devote their energies to
their country and the Communist bu-
reaycracy that riles it Bright young
people enter official careers every
year, motivated in part no doubt by
patr{ouc feelings, but 1h part too by
the knowledge that speclal benefits
awalt those who pass up through the
layers of the estsblishment,

Ideologically, the gystem of privi-
leges might seem to challenge the idea
that the Boviet Union is building 2
clessiess society, But spuoh ¢ontradic-
tions must exist {n the eye of the be-
holder, and those in power here seem
to think nothing is amiss.

Most intereating, perbaps, is the gulf
that the system of privileges creates
between rulers and ruled. .

As thesge articles have tried to show,
life for ordinary citizcens in the Boviet
Union is defined largely by the physi-
cal hardships of everyday- existence,
the elaborate and frustrating bureau-
araoy, the sconomic and social condi-

‘tiong-that induce some women to work

-and-ocompel -others, and the shortages
of goods and services.

There is more than that, of course.
The Soviet people are proud patriots.
They love their families, théir tradi-
tions and their Russian countryside—
rulers and ruled share these in com-
Jmon.

But the mundane considerations that

- "are so important in the life of ordinary

citizens don’t affect the lives of men at
the top. Their majestic isolation de-
pends only ‘on the continued support
of their fellow leaders.

“The nachalstvo never wait in line”
a workingman - observed this spring.
“What kind of life is that?” :

Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A000100600001-9




