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1. %he experimental SKAN infex desling with Ccmmunist Chine
has deea carefully reviewpd, We are deeply imterested in all
aysteas or techniques that pronise to improve the file and re- ,
trieval of docwments, and the work of the I Task Porce is  25X1A2g
of particxlar inportance to us. We &re not sure, however, that
the SEAN indax ss yet rapresents a broadly useful tool for desling
with the retrieval task., Our specific comeents are below:

&. The list of smublect categories should incinds en
&red bresikout, Thiz {5 a normal compoment of most
satablished indaxing systems, and would be welcomed in
uwse by other offices vesides GBI, Xor present parposes,

8 breskout by provinces and cities would be suffisient.

e preseat category of aphy and Area Description”
should b¢ raplaced with "Ares Description™ for reports
containing miscellaneous informstion about locsl areas.
Paotographs, meps, sketches, and %&s roceived, should
fall imto & separsie category of "G ¢ Materials. "™
“Bosumentation” slao deserves a separate catagory, as long
as political and technicsl documents continue to come in
since FID izsuances do

ta them,

b,  Anelysts are not yet conmvinced thed thay can find
simething by the use of SKAN thet they cannot find move easily
by soother neana. The method of keyword aslection and use
clenrly needs revision to match more nearly the charscter
of the documents belng received. To the extent that keywords
appear uselul in ile sample SRAN hers reviewed, they are
wostly fomiller classificatory words under which several
reporis accumlete., Those words found in only one or two
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raperts, if mot ol
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