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FRANCE

B The Korean situation hesg made Irance gce the
nocessity For grester efiorts on its part iIn the defense of
western Buropej it wiil also ilcad to increased I'rench demends
for prompt and substantial US ald. The I'rench are bhesinning
Lo draw a lesson from the inabllity of the US to stem the
North Korean aggression promptly, and French military leaders
now bellove that the immediate tralning of a large French
army is imperstive. The new attitude appears 1n the Assemblyls
approval of Premler Plevent's proposal to increase the 1551
military budget by 80 billion francs. The mllitary conslder
Pleven's proposal s only a small part of the new oxpenditures
France will have to make for deofense. There are roports that
sore officilals fevor cxtending compulsory military service
from one year to tvo. Such a move would put a sovere straln
on the economy, so there have beon suggestions that tho U-
double the DAP grant for 1951 over the amount for 1980.
Despite US assuranccs, however, many Irenchnen are not con-
vineed that arms shipments to western Furope will continue as
scheduled; they believe that the MDAP is elready lagging.

These susplcions will inerease French efforts to obtain US ald.

FRENCH AND SPANISH NORT! AND WCST AFRICA

A By the end of June, the Stoclcholm peace petition was
well on the way to becoming tho most successiul propaganda
dovice that the Communists have used in rrench ﬁ%fth Airica in
meny montheg. Not only have a conslierable number of Turopeans
bsen talten in, but even some oubtstanding native nationalists
are finding the peace appeal irresistible and are thus belng
maneuvered into helplng the Uomaunists drive an entering wodge
into the natlonalist movement.
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Farhat Hached, President of tho funisian nationalist
labor union, while at the Dudapest moeeting of the Communi gt
domineted ‘orld Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU)Y, joined in
a declaration with Hassen ~adsoul, President of the Tunisian
Comuunist Unilon, calling on all the union members of Tunieisn
Go slgn the peace petitlon. Ilached has since glven evidence
of breaking with the WETU, but has not disassociated himself
from the petition.

in Algeria, Ferhat Abbas, leoader of the natlonaliast
party, Democratic Unlon of the Algerian Manifesto (ULI'A), has
slgned the Stoelkholn petltion, desplie the fact that he is
hlmself anti--Communist and the TIMA newspaper only o few wesks
ago was denounclng the Algerian Communistis in s series of
scathing editorials.

Only in French lloroceo, where the Istiqlal
(nationallst) Party has recently taken a milltant stand
against Communism, has the petition falled so far to obtain
the signature of any top nationalist leader. A sood many of
the lower-ranking Istiglal mgmbers have signed, however, and
Allsl el Passi, head of the Tatiqlal, has admltted privately
that 1t 1s "d1fficult to declare oncselfl against weace ! and
has suggested that the US should provide a line of rositive
propaganda to fight this movenment
‘ Meanwhile, 2ll Communist bapers are givins the
campalpn first priority and are beginning to identify the
struggle for "peaes" with native asplratione for Independence,
asserting that only by belng independent pan Lorth Africa
fscape the horrors of another warp.,

Communiam will suffer a scrious bac.ical defeat in
funisia 1£7The nationallist General Thisy ol Tuniclan Vorkors
TUCTT) withdraws from the Communist-domninated Jorld Federsation
of Trade Unions, as now Sppears lilkely., The WFTS affiliation
of the UGTT, the most powerful labor union in Tl sis, has
enabled the Tunisian Commmist Paviy to oxereise Influence sut
of proportion to its actual strength,

A recent article in Mission, the Noco-Destour
{nationalist party) organ, bresumably written by Farhast llached,
Preslident of the UGTT, 1s sharply celtical of the IETU, charg-
ing 1% particulariy with bein: led away from the International
trade union ideal by a "partisan spirit whiech continually
Grows stronger." The article also eryptically announced the
calling of a speclal session of the National Council of the
UGTT. The speclal session 1s expected %o be followed by a
vigorous cditorial campaign anmplifying the UGTT's complainte
against the Wiy,
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The UGTT has been thought Tor some time to be oub
of sympathy with the WFTUts Communist orlentation, and to
be retaining its membership only for opportunistic reasons,
The timing of the open attack was surprising, however, aes
Farhat Hached had Just returned--in the company of Hasson
Sadaoul, President of the Cormunist labor uwnlon in Tunisin--
from a meeting of the Lxecutive Comittee of the WFTU at
Budapest.

Apparently taken aback by Hached's article, Sadscui,
in a rather weak robuttal, pointed out that all resolutions
adopted by the Ixzecutlve Committee had bheen by uwnanimous vote,
Including the vote of Hached,

Qverwhelming nationalist antagonism to the French
roform Evcér&m Yor Tunisia 1s toreshadowed LY tho rovivai of

(LR SR - ”

oI the moribund 0id Dostour (Constitutiorat Liberal) Party in
opposition to the polleles of llabib Sourghiba, Neo-Destour
leader. DBourghiba has publicly supported and tried to assune
eredlt for the reform program, which provides for a gradually
inereasing participation of Tunlsians in the covermient of
the country, but leaves ultimate French control substantlally
undimini shed.

Salah Farhat, Secretary General of the Txecubive
Cormittee of the 0ld Destour, has accused Dourghiba of
compromising Tunisian sovereignty and renouneclng Tunisian
demands for independence. e sevenwpoint statement of aims
recontly announced by Bourghiba, thoush calllng for more local
self—govcrnmcnt, impliecitly accepted the continuance of I'rench
hegemony and the concept of the Froench Union.

The growing isolatlon of Bourghiba from the main
stream of nationalist oplnion mavy eventually result in his
dlgplacoment ag head of the Heo-Destour Party. For the time
being, his activities are producing confusion in the ranks of
Tunisian nationalists, as well as a dramatic reversal of the
relative positions of the two nationaliast parties. The 0id
Destour, which lost niost of 1ts strength several years ago
because of its conservatlism, now finds ltself, as tho usholder
of demands for complete inde. endence, in a more radleal
posture than the new party.

Outslds of Tunisia, most North Afrlean nationalist
comment has been eritical of Bourghiba for regotiating with
the TFrench on any berms short of independence.
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ITALY

I Premler De Casgperiig gppeal Tor natlonal unity in
view of the greve incernastional situvation will check The trend
toward thoe formation of a alnzlewparty (Christian Democgratie)
Govermment. Should, however, Remitals Unitary Socialist
Party (PsSU) be brousht into the Cablnet, there might be an
appreciable weakening of Italy's support for the NATO. At the
samn time, the presence of the Liberals and Yonarchists in the
Govermment would further delay action on needed socio-economic
roforms and thereby impalr the popular position of the govern-
moenta

In a recent speecch to the Christian Democratic Party
directorate, De Casperl stressed the neod for a campaign of
natlonal solidarity to protect the natlion's peacs, indepen~
dence, and gecurity. Iir also urged the directorate to invite
those partios outside the Coverrment which support its pro-
vestern poliey te participate in this campalgn. With the
higher degroe of diselpline now in the Christian Demoecratie
Party, De Zasperifs plea will undoubtodly restrain for ths
time being various elements within the Party--particularly
Dogsetti’s militantly reformigt left~wing group=--from pushing
farther their demands that the Party assume sole rosponsibllity
In the Goverrment.

If, however, the Prime !Iintster sought %o bring
Romitats PSU, the Liberals, and the onarchists into Lhe Goveorn-
ment, he would run into ccnslderable difficultics. The PSU has
repeatedly declared 1tself opnosed to the Governmcnt as consti-
tubed, and would probably take an even firmer position if the
Liberals and Monarchists were to be glven Cabinet posts.
Purthermore, 1t would requirc all of De Gasperits adroirness %o
bring all three parties into the Govermment without weakening
<talyts adherence to the NATO. A harmonious participation of
these three parties in the Goverrmment would tend to offset the
loss 1n prestige which the Govermment would be bound to suf fer
when 1t shifted 1ts attentlon from soclo~economnlc reform to
national defense.

1}

A Should intormational tension continue to grow and
World War TII anpean irminent, the ltalian Goverhment will be
Yaced with the difTricult task of tindng and effecting the
dlssolution of the Communist Party (PCI), To outlaw the party
ot this time would unnecegsarily increass popular resctions
favoring the PCI. On the other hand, to delay such action wntil
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the outbreak of war, would confront the Govermment with the
full Comnunist problem glmultaneously with the problems of
robillzation and military operatlions, and would seriously
dlarupt any Italian war efforb. .

As a consequence of Korean developmente, even
modsrate elements have joined the political Right to demand
that the PCI be outlawed. Tho Communlsts, consequently, have
been careful to moderate thelr actlvity and statements so as
not to encourage public support for such demands. The CGoverie
mcantf for 1ts part, has expressed the intention of Gealing with
any "fifth colum" or subversive efforts within existing laws;
at the same time the Government has been making preliminary
woves Loward the formation of a national front which would
include all political elements save the exirems Left and Right
(see article above).

Nevertheless, should the Internationsl situation
continve to deteriorate, the outlawing of the PCI would become
virtually a political and military nocesslty. With this
eventuallity in mind, the Minister of Interior has reportedly
ordered the Rome Chief of Police to preparg secretly the
documentation of Cormmunist eriminal sotions against the
Government preparatory to the presentation of charges to the
Judiclal authorities. At the samo time, Cabinet spproval has
been glven to strengthening the Carabinicri. .

. It 1s probable that, in the cvent of dissolution,
the PCI would not react with an alleout Insurrcctionary
effort, preforring not to exposc its paramilitary and under-
pgrouwnd organizations until Soviet military opcerations had
begun, or were about to begin. Nevertheless, there would
be widespread civil disturbances and violence, which the
pollce, wlth some assistance from the army, would be able to
contaln,

The PCI leaders would probably attempt teo escape to
a Satellite state (possibly Albania) and econduct clandestine
operations from there. The masses of the PCT would probably
be ordered to join and support Nemnl's left-wing Soclalist
Party (PsI), which the Italian Goverrment might find im-
possible to dissolve as a whole.

It is likely that the dissolution of the PCI would
Inprove Italy¥s internal security in cose of war; nonetheless,
the Communists and their sympathizers would 8111l be able to
hamper Italian war efforts conslderably.
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