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OFFICE OF REPORTS AND ES TIMATES
TRANSPORTATION GROUP

‘ 28 June 1949
Weekly Intelligence Summary No. 68

SECTION Y. SUMMARY OF TRENDS AND DEVELOPMENTS
25X6A

‘Czechoslovakia is continuing 11;3 ef'forts to o‘ntain aif transport
équipment and spare parts fron Weetern sources at ell coatd.
(Item No. 2, B)

: Substantial ohanges havé ocoui'red in the roﬂting of @zsohaslovak
import and export traffic as a resiult of political considerstions,
includicg consequences of the Westérn counterblodkeds and the desire
of the USSR and Poland to develop Stettin end thé Oder River as ime
portant gateweys to czechoslovmcia. {Item No. 5, B)

An nnalysia of the 1949 railway plan for the Soviet Zone of
Germery is included as an annex to this week's issue. .
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BECTION 11, CURRENY DEVELOPMENTS
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25X6A

Za Gzechoslovekia is continuing its efforts to obtain air transport
equipnent end spare parts from Weatern souroes at all soats, The
Parls office of & US export firm recently rejeotsd en order, received
from sn agent olaiming bto represent Czoohoslovek airlines, for spare
perte sufficlient for twenty-five airoraft. A Dutoh truck loaded with
sireraft parte and carrylag e fales bill of lading hes been selzed by
U8 ocaupation =mne anthorities at the Czechoslovek border. The Czecho~
slovaks have sven shown an interest in purchaning, pregunebly for
salvags, & US C~47 attached to the US Legation in Budapest which was
badly damaged in & recent landing at the Budepest eirfleld. {Secret)
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SURFAOE TRANSPORTATION

3. Subdtantial changes have oocurred in the routing of Gzechoslovek
import and export traffio es a result of politicsl considerations, in-
cluding consequencés of the Western counterblockade and the desire of
the USSR end Poland to develop Stettin and the Oder River as important
gateways to Cgechoslovekia. Although Czechoslovek traffic through
Hamburg hes sharply declined from 1948 levels, it does not appear that
this reduction has been compensated by correspondingly increased
sobivities at Stettin, and no great progress has been made in over-
coming the natural obstacles to the development of the Oder route.
Meanwlile, Czechaslovsk traffic through Trieste far exceeds the volume
at Hamburg. {Secret)
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‘RATLWAY FLAN FOR 1940 IN THE SOVIHT BONE, GERMANY

" Soviet transport pblicy in Bastern Gsriany, after four years of
occupdtisn, continues t6 be airected primerily toward a progrem for
the durrent exploltation of the Gorman travisportation system, rather
‘than longeterm rehabilitation to its former capebilities. The 1949
Prandport Plan, r éportedly approved by the Soviet Militery Administre-
tion {SMA), does not indichte sny Soviet intention to underteke the
rehabilitation of the Gorman rallway system on u scale extensive
anough td be of manjor atrategia aipnificance or to reveal any prepares~
tion for SBoviet milltary soction. The plan, in Taot, will probably
incresse the slready severe strain imposed on the Sovlied Zone reailweys
in sccomnodating the aombined occupationsl and civilien transport ro-
quirements of the area. ' :

The incressed volume of freight traffic contemplated for 1949
vnder the plan jndicates that substantial inoreases in industrisl
produgtion over the 1948 level are anticipeted for the Soviet Zona.
Despits the consequent increase in transport requirements, however,
the SMAwapproved plan makes substantial peductions in meny phasés of

the rajlwhy budget estimated by the Gorman Economle Commission (OWK)

0 be necesssry for thé Soviet Zons economy. 1t appears that the
Soviet-controlled railweys will be expested t6 inorease their capuoity
principally thrdugh more intensive ‘uge of equipment, rather tham
through éxtensive improvementd in line facilities or substantially in-
creased rolling stock inventories. It is possible, moreover, that
the dppréved impravemente will not be fully réalized, in view of past
Soviet tactics in tacltly approving German roguests for restoration.
projects without astually prowiding mesns for the necessary mébortals
%o be obtained. On te other hand, lifting of the counterblockede
ghould facilitate the schisvement of the 1949 program by meking avelle
geble agein sources for many component parts now in short supply in

the Soviet Zone, and by generally inoreasing Enat-Weat trade in Germany.

The Soviet Zone program, with respect to railweys, includes three
sestions of particular significance: :

(1) the planmed volume of freight traffios

(2) épproveck capitel expenditures

() new rolling stock
(b} improvements in the right of way.
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. The 1848 freight treffic plan ealls for an esbimated B2 percent
inorease over The %938 porformance in railwey tonnage hauled, Thus,
1ndustrial production levels contemplated for the Soviet Zone during
1949 are éxpeoted to result in en astimated 109,56 million tons of
frofght originating within the Zone and en additional 13 million tons

of importef freight to be moved over the Zone's trensport network.

Of this total, 122.6 million tons, the railways are scheduled to haul
an ostimated 106.3 million. At the beginning of 1944,howover, the
Reichsbahn?s average serviceable freight car invéntory of 88,000 units
wap estimeted by German sxperte to bs cepeble of moving only 98

million tone per year. Thils capablliby will be somewhat increased by
the use of rolling stock from oubside the Soviet Zone, from branch and
plant spur lines, snd from new sonstruotion. A total operating
inventory of ebout 71,600 units was esbimated by Germen experts as belng
roquired to fulfill the 1849 rallwey freight plan, Another means of
inoreasing the présent cepscity of the railweys would be to muke more
efficient use of availsble rolling stook by.decreasing the average
freight oar turhearound time, 1t is unlikely, however, that this time
will be raduced appreolsbly helow the plamned averags of 4.4 days.

The Pollowing table sets forth the SMA-epproved capital expenditures
planned for the Soviet Zone railway system duringldds, as well a8 &
comparison of these expenditures with similar fijures for 1948 and 136,
Punds allodated tothe construction of rolling stock and mobive power
snd to impfovement of the right of way represent almost half bf the
approved tobal budget of 187.3 mill.on marks, end 1% is in these two
oategories thit the greateat incresses over 1648 expenditurss have
been autherized.

(‘dble bn Page 8)
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Approved Capital Bxpenditures for Soviet Zone Reilway System for 1949

Henufacture of new
rolling stock

Right of way; repair &
re-laying of tracks

Expansion & repair of
logomotive & tar plants

Repair of railway stations

Repair and construction
of bridges

Repair of reilway opere-
tional workshops

Repair & installation of
sipnals & safety equipment

Flectriocal installations,

edninistrative bldgs. & nlsc,

Kanufacture of tools

Construction of living
quarbers

50,5

23.2

19.9

16.9

15.8

11.9

Amount Approved
1949 (Cost in
1,000,000 DM)

10.2

4.1

3.2

Dal
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Percentage
of 1948
Amount

2500
141

110
150

64
110
120

46

100

338

Percehtaga
of 1936
Amount

140
33

600 .

86
50D,
1000
132

49

32
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With respect to rolling sbock and motive power, the plan contem-
plates the construction T wbout 4,000 freight cars, 150 pagsenger cars,
and a few special purpose cers, the conversion of 100 locomotives to
conl-dust burning types and, apparently, the purchage of 10 Denish
locomotives. Although the proposed constructlon of 4,000 freight cars
mccounts for about 80 percent of all funds allocated to rolling stock
and mobtive power, this is a relatively small number of new cars, in
view of the deplorable condition of the present car park. Even if the
4,000 cars are actually constructed, jt is probable that they will
1ittle more than counterbalence the number of freight cers retired as
over-age or irreparable. It is noteworthy, however, that this is the
first instance of Soviet approval for the construction of rolling stock
intended for use on the Germen railwaey system. An additional 20
million marks have been allocated to the expansion and repair of loco-
mobive and car planta.

The future of the locomotive situatiom,which has been oritical,
is particularly obscure, due to the fact that there is no indication of
a Germen request for or Soviet approval of funds for new locomotive
construction (other than the Danish locomotives mentioned sbove).
Moreover, there are confliciting reports concerning Boviet intentions
with respect to locomotives. Unconfirmed reports state that the SMA
has approved the early return of 350 locomobives from the locomotive
brigades maintained by the USSR, On the other haend, several months ago
the SMA directed that 685 locomotives presently in the Zone be labeled
as "trophy" locomotives. These would presumably be removed by The
Soviets at some fubure date es wer boobty. In auy case, it is probable
that the shortsge of lovomotives will remain one of the most critical
fastors affecting the prospects for fulfillment of the SMA transport
plan. '

Improvements to the right of way proposed by the DWK amounted %o
over 77 million DeutschmeTks. ouA epproval, however, was granted for
projects amounting to only 2% million marks of this total. Repair and
improvement of 97 kilemeters of trackage within stetions and marshsll-
ing yards is believed to heve been approved, in addition tothe restornm
tion of double-trackage on the following 79 kilometers of lijine:

Section Ems.
Jiterbog-Blizig 24
Wi ttenberge-Ludwigalust 20
Berlin~Grinau-Konigswusterhausen 7
Mapdeburg=-Buckau~Calbe 15
Drasden=-P irma 13
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Coﬁ@letion of all of the forepgoing projects would restore double-
trackags on only & small portlon of the dlsmentled aaotions in the area.

The double~tracking projects which ere specifically mentioned in
the plan account for less than 80 percant of the totel right of way
budget, leaving an additional 10.7 million marks of approved expendie
tures unhocounted for. While at least half of this sum is allocated o

*miscellaneous items” of less than 50,000 merks esch, which presumably
do not cover any important projects, it is possible that some of this
omapital will be devoted %o double~tracking projects which were not
specifically identified in the railway budget for securlty reasons.
(3% is believed, for example, that ghort double-tracking projects are
also plénned on the lines Helle-Eisleben end Senftemberg-Ruhland.) In
any event, it ig spparent that the progrem approved by the SMA does not
contempléte eny extensive rehabilitation during 1948 of the Germsn reile
ways under its control,

Recent unconfirmed reports indlcate, however, that s more sub-
stential restoration of double~trackange on certain key lines, in asddi-
tion to the projects outlined in the SMA-approved transport plem, may be
attempted during 1949. It is possible, of course, thet some of these
additiondl projects may be included in the balance of almost five million
marks approved, but not specifically sccounted for,in the plan. Thege
projects, howover, like those identified in the SMA progrem, sppear %o
be relatively lsclated improvements and do not assume sny pattern of
wejor military significance. Even if the projects were all completad,
for instdice, there would st1ll no complebely double-tracked Hast-
Wost linéd across the Soviet Zone from the Polish horder.

en given the restoration of double~-
The same report indicates that the
Berlin-Erfurt line is to be restored.
e was never reduced to single-track
speolity for repid movement from the
tion of the Soviet Zome. The 1line
ngle~track and thers are no indiace~
ends to the Americsn Zone border, is

Top priority has reporiedly
treck service on the Berlla ring.
balance of the second track on th
(A considerable portion of the 1li
status.) This will inorease the
Berlin ares into thée southwest de
west of Erfurt, however, is now si
tions thet this portion, which e
scheduled for improvement,

in the Dresden region, orders have reportedly been issued to re-
lzy the second track on the line running southwest from Dresden te
Plaven, located near the northeast section of the American Zone. On
the other hand, the re-laying of the second track running north from
Dresden through Grossenhain snd Elsterwerds to Berlin, which has been
reported on various cccasions, is mow uwnderstood to be temporarily
postponed because of insufficient rall production.
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Re-laying of the second tiack on the line running scutheast out of
Dresden into Czechoslovakia (Dresden~Pirna), on the SMA~spproved plen
for 1949, together with the restoration of seoond track on the lines
out of Dresden outlined abovse, would provide incressed capaclty for
movements from Czechoslovakia and the Tast to points in the southwestern
sector of the Soviet Zone located only & short distance from the
American Zone boundary.

In view of the limited improvement in the Soviet logisticel _
potential which the unconfirmed projects would bring, it will be impor-
tent to observe closely whether the official transport plan is ectuslly
expanded and the additional projects undertaken. Any intention o
utilize the Soviet Zone rail system for major military operstionsy how=
ever; would probsbly be foreshadowed by a redisposition of rolling
stock, preparations for cortain sssential bridge construction, smd other
indications. {Secret)
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