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Union of South Africa

10. Bative riots sugrest growing resistance to Govern-
ment ‘s renwressive rgclal nrogram

Riots invoelving 3,000 natives near Johannesburg on

2 and 3 llovember wnrovide new evidence ol the sharpening

racial tensions which heve mecomnanied the lfalan Covermment's
nrogran of anartheid or stricter segregation. The outburst
which oceurred in Rrugersdorp, 20 miles northwest of the
Union's chlef industrial city, séems to have been set off
beecause of a simple misunderstanding of a new runicinal reju~
lation, but becams so frenzied that armed molice failed in
throe attemnts to break into the crovded native ouarter, Three
nersons were killed rnd many wonnded as natives resisted vith
stones sand nistol shots the advance of nolice vnder covering
fire of rifles, revolvers, and a sub-tachine gun. Rioting
lared un rulcflv ovor the natives' internrsting as mandatory

a new nermissive ordinance, which allowved native vomen to
repister for nasses, The municiral povernment cuickly nromised
a review of all comnlaints and has “]ready been able to announce
some success in clearing un the risunderstanding. To quiet
fears among Euronesns over the rio”s, 21 mamicivalities an-
nounced on 5 jlovember that »ass laws barring unernmloyed natire
wen from entering urban areas would be ripidly enforoced.

The Sﬂontancwa of the riot adds new evidence to that
of the Durban riots in Janua.sy and the natives' boycott of
Johannesburg tramcays bepinning Llast month of how nearthe
flashvoint are racial tensions throughout the Union. Resiztence
to the Covernvent's renressive racial nrogran is likely to
increase as non-Euroneans oerticivating in such nro%ests learn
the techniocues and rewards of organized demonstrations, and as
imnlementation of the Government's anertheid policy continues
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to foster the non-Euroveans' growing sense of trustration over
their social and economic nlight.
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1. Swedish CGovermnment mublicly renounces limited Scandi-
fevien militery cooperation

Recent events greatly reduce the possibilities for
Swedish military cooperation with Denmark and MNorway. Prime
Tinister Tege Erlander, in response to inouiries from Con-
sepvative and Liberal spokesmen in the Riksdag on the status
of military cooneration with Denmark and Norway, stated that
the Swedish Coverrment has rejected even 1imited technical
coomeration with Denmark and lNorway on the grounds that it
offers few sdvrntapes and would "invife susnicion elsevhere"
that Sweden is denarting from its nolicy of neutrality. Foreign
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"inister Unden further charyed that the »rovnonents of intepr-
Seandinavian nilitary coomeration are advoceting, consciously
or unconsclously, Sw:dish adherence to the Atlantic ™act.
Liveral and Conservative snokesmen did not ammesr to be
satisfied and continued to favor inter-Scandinavian cooneration,
but disclaimed that it violated Sweden's nevtrality,

The current enisode reveals that cormlete harmony does
not exist within the coontry over the wisdom of Sweden's nresent
nolicy and that the Movernmant feels obliged to uae a nublic
statoment to counteract the oninions exnressed Ly high-ran’ing
wilitary men and othors favering inter-Seandinavien military
cooneration® end to remudirke such g volicy as jeonardizing
sweden's sacroscant "allianae-free” Foreirn noliey. The
Covernment ray also hone to nllay the eonstrnt Cormrmnist nrong-
sanca that Sweden in reality is pradually becoming a de facto
nexber of the North Atlantic Pack, -

e« Accentance of refupces Leing restricted

An vnusually heavy influx of refugees from Eastern
Cer vny during recent wecks is Torcing & stiffening of Sweden's
policy toward refurees. 7The Swedish econony cannot continue
to absorb large numovers of refugees without eventual stprain
(there are at nresent rouvphly 206,000 aliens in Sweden of vhich
arnroximately 46,000 are refusees) and it is feared, narticularly
by labor leaders, that wnrestricted accentance of refupees will
crecate unemnloyment. The Swedish Covern:ient, moreover, is con-
cerned lest politically uncesiroble elerments and foreign aprents
fain adnittance as refugees. '

Sweden does not contermmlate refusing asylum to bona fide
nolitical refvpees, but a larfe nronortion of the [ast fermens
have Iled not to escane mnoliticsl mersecetion, buvt in the home
of malzing a better 1ivine in Sweden. The Swedish nolicy is
that, after an exhanstive nnd time-consvming investipetion
of each individual's case, those fudged refupees fron nolitical
onpression are nermitted to rerein in Swedensy vhile, in theory
at least, non-nolitical refupees are considepad illepal irmmi-
crants and required to lesve. Tn rractice, "op himrnitarian
reasone anG in receymition of extensive "ublic swrmathy for
refugees, excentions have becn rade. “he recent increase in
arrivals, hovever, is crusing the iliens Commission to be lass
lenient, and several prours of non-nolitical IZast Ceprman refyyees
huve been refused asylum ond escorted to the three-mile 1imit.

* See IID “Jeelly ['o 85, 10 October
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nwumane nor efficient, but gwedish avthorities hone tggg. 1
severe nction in a few cases will deter other non-noll %?3'fies
cofurees fron fleeing to Sweden anc i1l curtail thetgc ivit
of'various risherien who have anparently beeg condu% ing iorted
thriving business trensporting refugees to Svuaden at a rer
srice of 1,000 ferran merks per head.

ONEIBENTIAL

Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01090A000100080006-7



