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NEAR/EAST AFRICA INTXLLIGENCE SUMMARY
ARRLUE

Copununist glectiop sims: Although its i:dlegal stutus prevents the Greek
Communist Party (KKE) from participating directly in the parliamentary
elections to be held 5 March, Gregk Communists are hopeful of obtaining
some banefits from the ballcting. Thae primary object of Communist sup-
vort i5 the fellow-travelling ex-Foraign Minieter John Sophiancpoulos,
whose new *‘Democratic Froni, ' a combination of leftist splinter groups
studded with minor lumingries fpom the vid Communist-led National
Likeration Front (EAM), represents tha javthest left of the legal Greek
parties. Since the “‘Pemocratic Front’’ lacks the strength to win more
than a f&w seats, however, the Communists are also keeping an aye on the
possibility of eventually oblaining & working arrangament with former
Premier {and retired general) Nicholas Plastiras. Plastiras and his
Progressive Liberal coborts may win as many as 20 or 25 seats and could
thus provide fairly formidable supyort for such immediate Communist
objection as a ‘‘gencral amnesty’’ {permitdng the return of the XKE leader:
from exile}, a sweaping reiaxation of security measures, and the restora=
tiom of legal status to the Communist Party. While Plastiras seems anti-
Communist at beart and not inclived (o exaggerate his leftist tendencias 80
long as he feels able to make a considerable inroad into the Liberal vote,
a¢ may be more opem {© negotiations with the ““Democratic Front™” at
sometime after the election, particularly if he feels that he could thercby
traprove his stature within the government and possibly affect the balance
of power.

TURKEY

Turkish-Ialisn reiations: From the Tuarkish point of view, the svon=to-be
woncivded ltalo-Turkish firigndship agreement is useful chiefly as a means
of strengthening Turkey’s relationships with the Western powers. The
Turks have been deeply resentful of the fact that another Mediterranean
powsr=-and a former gnemy power td book--was adinitted {0 the North
Atlantic Pact when “*benevolenily ’ neutral Turkey was excluded. Despite
this feeling, they have renlistically gone abead with negotintions Jor the
agreement, which appears to make no provisions for mutual defense
guarantess such as are incorporated fnto Turkey’s stili valid 1939 treaty
with France and the UK. The Turks evidently feel that even so apparently
innocuous a document ai ieast serves to bind thera closer to the Western
community. i
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NOTEE iN BRIEF

Turkey has reportedly wade a dirsct offfer {o Syria of free-port privileges
in the harbor of Iskenderun {Alexandreita). The idea of making such an
offer has long appealed to many Turks, inasmuch as Syrian acceptance of
such privileges would tend t0 represaent go facta recognition of Turkey's
suvereignty over Hatay proviace, which Syria has never formaily acecepted.
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imports of grain into Turkey, on hand or capacted, appear (o have soived
the problem of food shortages erealed Dy iast yeur's bad harvests Theve
is talk of hunger in the Black’ Sex ecoastal area, but the situation doss

not appear to be bad. With the aid of ECA-linanced agricultural machinery
and expest advice--anqd given a continuation of the excellent weather condi-
tions which have so far obtained--Turkey's grain barvest during the coming
months may well provide a sizable cxporiable surplus.

&
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The ‘‘Bring back Quwwatii ’ movernem apps+rs to De increasing in strength
in certain Syrian political and military circies. The ex-President, ousted
by Zaim in the fiirst of iasi year's military coups, symbolizes not only
republican sentiment and anti-iraqi union tendencies but also & degree of
poiitical stability that bas been generally lacking since his ouster; in
addition, he iz a frierd ¢of Ibn Saud and, by virtue of his current rvezidence

i Bgyot, an cbvious recipresi of Bgyprian syrmpsthy. Quwwatti

thus is wn appealing Figure o Syrian politicians and army officers who

have grown weary of parvicipating in governmenis mavked by ineffectiveness
and dissention. The catch is, of course, thae even an attempt to bring back

SARTES
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the relatively stable conditions ¢ the cit¢ regime might stiz up troubie:
e caturn of Quwwatll might provoke siiil ancther coup.

=5 x k-

Savere floode are forecast for irag as a resuii of unusually heavy snow-
fail in northwest Iraq and the mournialas of Irzn and Turkey. Storms have
aiready exceeded those of 1946, which brough! widespread devastalion.

% EAS =

Ialy's withdrawal of General Nasi’s agpointement as Administrator of
Bousaliland should elear ancthexr bouldey from the rocky road to Italo-
Ethiopian rapprochement. The Ethiopian Government had strongly protested
this appointment, denouncirg General Nasi for his active participation in

the Iralo-Ethiopian War and for his subsequemt conduct as Vice Governor of
Itaiian East Africa. R also stated that @ copsidered his return to East
Africa 2 menace to the security of Ethiopia.

* * *

The _existence of Mugwstic and ethaic i : che Irapians has
fiimally been publicly recognized by the iranian G@vemmem Radio Tehran
wow includes in its repertory Xurdish programs in vavicus dizleets, and

it has doubled the length of its Turkish program. Since the 1920°s the
government bas strenously promoied the concept of a monolithic sociatl
structure in Iran. Never{heless, the aiative tongues persisted, and the
Soviets made special 12oguage broadensts to the Kurdish and Turkish-
speaking peopie of northwestern Iran. The broadeasts now coming {rom
Tehran, together with the government’s current pollcy of coneilation
wwward the tribal groups which speak hurdish and Turkish, should help to
countar Soviet radio agitation.

x * *

The Irantan Chief of Staff, General Hazmara, has urged that he be given sciue
tdea of Iran’s position in the US strategic concept. Specifically, he wants to
know what US assistance would be immediately forthcoming iff the Soviet

A my should invade Iran. Razmara feels that he cannot build an efflective
army or justify the proposed increase in Iran’s military budget without
high-level discussion (which the US military mission in Iran cannot undet -

take) off US-Irznian military plans. The Iranian search for greater US suppost,

whathier in the form of materisal aid. aititary guarantees, or closer high-
lewal cooperation, geflects the feqling ¢/ Insecurity which Persistently un-
setties lranian Jeaders and their dependsncs on copstamt reassurances of 118

iaterest in Iran.
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T subservience ¢ iran’s bannad Tudeh Party to the USSR is underiized -
by - Tecent pronocuncement o the Ceatral Committee of the party. The
Committee fneluded the Tudeh among those national Communist Parties
which have declared thai thelr counfries will never fight Soviet Russis,

d it also asserted that the Shah in no way represents the Iranian nation.
The vehemarnce «f the statement and the clear indication of the Tudeh’s
compiete allegiance o the USSR are bound {0 alignaie certain elements
which, atthough noa-Communist, iavored the Tudeb Party becanse they
feit that it offered the oniy sincera program of internal reforms. Thus the
proacuncement, which was probably prepared at the behest off the Soviet
Embassy in Tehran, indicates 2 high-level decision to pare the party down
{0 2 hard core of 172l Communists.
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uml pol‘ﬂt of aensien this fime bemg Iocated n the area in and abﬂuﬁ, }*,a,st
Pakistan. During the past week, serious coramunal rioting, foiiowed

by small-seale minority migrations across the border, took place in
Caleutta {Indin), Darca {Enst Pakistan), and in several smaller places,

and though the provincial and cenfral governments of both eouniries showed
considerable anergy in combatring lawlessness, feeling among many elements
o the populace remains high. Elsewhere in India and Pakistan manifestaiions
¢ hustilily have subsided somawhat as both sides awiit the outecme of UM
eonzideration of the Xashmiy distute. UN progress toward the settiement

gt that dispote still appears unliRely, however, and the other matlers «f
conrention between the twi countries remain equally ansolved. From no

kess an avthority thar Field Marsnal Auchinleck-<former Commander (a
Chiefl of the Indian Army--who has just completed 2 tour of Pakistan

Aziny wnils, comes a private expression of opinion that war In the early
spring is inevitable.
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