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The Internationad Week

Despite reitish non~pariiclipation, Fravice, Germany, iltat,
the Benelux couniries are proceesding with negotiations on the
yman propusal to pool coal snc guieel. leanwhile in Geneva.
ire UN Eeconomic Commission Uuf Burone (FCB) opened its Sth se sion
4ith the Sovieyv bloc pareicivasing.

0 By
ssiom of inquiry (UNCOMINQY divided on the gquestion of Eritrea's
uture, prospucts for LN trusteesiiv over the territory sre grow-
tng. it iz nubewerihy thai no stpong support was glven in the
comiission o ohe Ue-Jg proposal fus partition. Two princips
W/ theses have snerged from the investlgation, one proposing a ioose
federation oi Eritrea with Ethiovia, and one calling for a dizect

W trusteesnip leading 10 aventual independence.

“‘mxgwtrm3§§eshigw§ﬁg}lmﬁgﬁvgising. With the UN Come

The zppesi of independence i3 sach that only a compromis:
npresable to (Oth Ethiopis and italy could command poweriul siip-
corl 85 an wocernative soiution. Some obgervers feel that UFCOMING s
Gigided repors may furpish an opportunity for a renewal of Itzlio-
Phonioplan discuSsS1OnS, Tat it is no longer certain that Ttaly.

which has iong favored briuwiean independence, would bes anxiou for
Aapreement.

Jeder these circumstances, uhs ldea of & ten year trustesship,

#ith a UN-appolinted adpinistrator assisied by an advisory counclli
A states, wpay very 1ikely galn the necessarly two-thirds majority
'n the Genera. Assembly. Support sithin the commission for %his
coiution by Guatewslia and Pekistsn indicates that Latin Amerlican
pd Hoslem pacxing wiil be fovthcoming. Should the Soviet bloc
sarticipate in the Ga, 1t wounld alse be expected to line up Q@ﬂthe
. of coiorial Independence, at ur even earlier date and with I

: I T T R ) I TRl oL
AR LC=American infiaencs.
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" of Trade Unions concentrated on a review of trade union "peace
activity" in the Western countries and on reasures for strengthen-
ing and expanding such activity. Soviet representatives emphasilzed
that the WFTU's principal task in chese areas 1s to support the
Soviet peace policy by oprosing the manufacture and shipment of erms
and by collecting signatures for the Peace Partisans declaration
against the use of atcmic weapons. Other important WFTU tasks "in
the defense of peace" were defined as: (a) formation and strengthen-
ing of peace committecs in workshops and factories; (b) promoting
iabor support for the Second World Peace Congress to be held in Rome
this fall: and (c) launching a public campaign to defend the UN
Charter against "Anglo~US imperialist actions".

Especial stress was laid upon the "moral and financial support®
which the WFTU trade union internationals (TUIls) will be expected to
supply increasingly to dockers, seamen and rallway workers opposing
the US arms program. It was made clear that, in the struggle against
the arms program, opposition to French shipments to Vietnam would be
regarded as of sacual importsnce with the campaign against US ship-
ments to Western Europe. To strengthen "working class unity" in the
effort to defeat the arms prograli, the Soviet delegates recormmended:
(a) establishment of ties with individual unions in countries where
the national labor organizations are no longer affiliated with WFTU;
(b) the admission of new unions, particularly from colonlal areas
. which ray be consignees for the arms shipmentsj; (¢c) broadened "unity

of action" with non-Communist lebor; and (d) greater use of the radio,
press, and information bulletins.

The Budapest conference decisions indicate that Sovietl leaders,
recognizing that overt sabotage tactics have so far failed to disrupt
arms shiprents, are attempting to increase mass support for their
campaign against Western defense preparations. Future Comrunist
efforts in this campaign will probably stress mass "peace" demonstra-
tions in Western cities and the organization of strikes against the
production and processing of armaments for the North Atlantic Treaty

n=tions.
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Catholic-Socialist cooperation in European labor st111 unachieved.
Progress towards closer ascociation between the Socialist and Christ-
jan trade unions of Western Europe has been retarded by the failure
of the Free Trade Union Confederation (ICFTU) and the Christian labor
internatioral (CISC) to agres on terms. In place of direct affilia-
tion of the national Christian lsbor federations with the ICFTU, the
Christian international has offered "collaboration" between the two
internstionals, leaving both intact but permitting consultation on
matters of common interest. The French and Belgian Catholic labor
federations, which originally favored direct affiliation, have recent-
1y accepted the view of the CISC majority which is not prepared to
jicuidate the Christian international (with an estirated membership of
3..1/2 million workers) as the price of admission into the ICFTU. Last
week the ICFTU refused the Christian international's offer emphasizing
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orgenizations. A mejor factor in the ICFIU's refusal appears %o
have been its desire to encourage minority elements in ithe French
Cathollc unions which hope eventually to reverse the voie against

direct affilietion with ICFIU.

Some progress towards resolving the differences between the
two Western labor internationals may be achieved during current
and future sessions of the ILO and the OEEC, in which both the
Catholic and Sociclist trade unions participate. Although a
modus vivendi will not be easily achleved, since deep-rooted antag-~
onjsms still divide the two groups of European unions, nevertheless
their common antipathy to Communism and interest in European re-
covery will continue to pull them together. Noreover, it is likely
that the early inclusion in ICFTU of the new, heavily Catholic, |
Ttalian labor confederation (CISL) will be a potent force in pro- %
moting such cocperation, since the Italians strongly support the j
US concept of "non-denominational™ unions stlll largely unfamiliar

to BEurcpean workers.
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Outlook for current ICE ses: . In contrast to the qulet
efficTent operation of some of its technical committees such as
those on transport, coal and timber, the ECE at 1ts current session
will as in the past serve largely as a forum for economic and
idecloglcal polemics. The Soviet bloc will exploit farmiliar propa-
gzanda themes such as the baleful effects of the Marshall plan,
trade discrimination against Eastern Europe, unemployment and the
plight of small westsrn European farmers. However the western
members are in a zood position to tax the USSR with the deadlock
in the trade and agricultural commitiees where Soviet obstructionism
and refusal to furnish econcmic data have brought work to a virtual
standetill. The past record and future program of the various ECE
committees will be reviewed and the commission will probably up-
hold Executive Secretary lMyrdal's intention to suspend further
reetings of the trade and agriculitural committees until prospects
for accowpllishing something useful are improved. MNyrdal's suggestion
to extend full ECE membership to non-UN members however,while sup~-
ported by the USSR, will be opposed by the US, UK and probably France
and may be rejected. East-West trade will be a major subject of
coniroversy and it is likely that the surprisingly quick Soviet re-
sponse %o Myrdal's suggestion for a European grain agreement was
made more with an eye to propaganda than in the serious expectation
of exchanging Soviet grain for desired western manufactures.
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Yugoslav proposal for intellec s' congress likely to be ( ~j
shelved. Despite considerable interest at the UNESCO conierence jy,&\
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in a Yugoslav proveosal for a ccngress on intellectval cooperation,
i1t is not likely that the oversting portions of the resoclution
willl reach the conference floor. Supported by the UK and France,
the US belleves that the proposal should be buried in the Program
and Budget Commlission which has the task of fusing all proposals
orn the subject of peace into an overall resolution combining the
best features of each. Although initially the US delegation had
thought some political advantagz might be geined from support of
such & congress, convened expressly to "combat war psychosis" and
to counter the belief in inevitable war between nations with dif-
ferent social systems, the Statz Department feels the congress
would give rise to impractical nroposals and anti-western propa-
ganda, generating more heat than light and duplicating the work of
UNESCO. Ambassador Allen in Belgrade, on the other hand, while
not contending that the congress would materia’ly change the world
sitvation, believes US coprosition might be misunderstocd. He
States that many "people of goord will" in strategic political po-
sitions in Europe and Asia belicve the capitalist system inevitably
forces the US toward imperialist exploltation and wars of expansion
and feels we must convince these people of our desire for peace
before they will join with us enthusiastically in opposing agres-
sion. TUS celdness toward the Yugoslav proposal, he asserts, will
confTirm the suspicions of many that we are afraid "peace might

break out.®
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