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The Internstional eek

. The thres YJestern Powers conferred in Paris so as to prepare
a united front for the Council of Toreiesn Ministers meeting. 1In
the UN, the General Assembly voted to admit Israel (37-12-0):
cpproved a convention on press freedom (33-6-13); invited India,
takistan and South Africa to enter round table discussions on the
treatment of Indians in South Africa (47-1-10); but rejecied the
%rgposalﬁso 1ift the ban on chlafs of diplomatic missions in Spain
26-15-16).

25X6A

SR

Pature SC lineup. The UK is considering various means of
counteracting the effect of a Communist shift in the Chinese
Covernment on the political composition of the Security Council.
Hitherto, a Soviet Satellite has always been elected to the SC,
givineg the Slav bloc two sure votes. Durlng the 1947 GA, the
Ukreine and India were deadlocked for many ballots before the
rormer finally won nut as a replacemsnt for Poland. Now a UK
delegate suggests that if & Communist China should bring a second
"automatic” vote to the USSR, the fourth GA should replasce the

- Ukraine with India, thus restricting the Sovliet bloc to its
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present two votes., Sines Chims is a permanent SC memhelﬁ howaver,
the USSR could oceasionelly abstain, thereby sharizg the onus of
the veto with the Chinesa. Prior to this suggestion, it hed been
anticipated that India might replace Canada and that the Ukrcinpe
would be succeeded by another Hastern European state, thus msine
taining the geographlic balance set forth in the Charter,

-0 -

Press freedom advanced by GA approval of convention. Agalnst
bitter Slav opposition, the General Assembly approved 33-6-11 a
Convention on the Internstional Transmission of News and Right of
Correction which, althousgh conasiderably weaker then the US would
nave desired, is sufflciently f'ree from serious obvjections tojus-
tifv U8 ratificatiou» The Conventiocon extends to nsws, radio and
fiim correspondents in all adherine countries the rights zund priv-
ilezss they now enjoy in the US., The chlef US victories were:

{1) omission of peace-time cansorship, except that directly re-
luted to nationsl dsfenss; (2) plaecine the "icht of correcticn®
on & voluntary, not a compulsory, basis; (3) defeating Soviet-
backed bans on "war proparanda® and "fasclst provapanda™ which
might have opsned the way to "back-door censcrship”; and ()
placing the duties of correspondents on a basis of professional
athics rather than upon lepal obliration.

“hile the Conventlion becories effective upon the adherence of
six states, ratification will not begin until after the regular
1949 GA acts upon the companion Freedom of Informmtion Convention.
The USSR, however, has stated that it will not sign the present
Convention and it will thus net apply behind the Iron Curtain
where it is most needed,

The debates on the Convention developed somewhat surprisingly
the existence of gtronsly~held views on press c¢sensorship in coun«
tries whare one would hardly suspect such notions to thrive.
Consequently, the extension of Aneslo-Saxon ideas of freedonm of
informetion and freedom of the press will undoubtedly, in the im-
madiate futurse, have to be sffescted more widely by bilateral than
by multilateral treaties.

O o B

Soviet motives at Red Cross Conferance. At the current
teneva conference arafting a new Red Gross oconventlon setting up
protections for civilien populations and prisoners in wartime,
the USSR has sllgned itsslf with the Scandinavians and Swisgs in
saeeking the brosdest spplication of these humenitsrisn rules.
The USSR wishes to aprly t!tess self-~denying resulations not only
to regular warfare between armies, but to clvil confliict and
colonial wars., 'hile =uch &n extension of ths laws of war mekes
an idealistic appeal tc the Ssendiravians and Swiss who have no
enlonias, the USSR undoubtedly has other fish to fry in assuming

Approved For Release 2001/@80% #:CIA-RDP79-01090A000100020032-4



Approved For Refease 20018308LL€1A-RDP79-07090A000100020032-4

this position. Since its long range plans embrace incitation of
insurrection and colonial conflicts against non-Communist govern-
ments, the proposed broadening of humaenitarian rules would bene-
it the USSR by (1) extending protection to its agents and in-
strumentalitles of subversion; (2} permitting 1t to bring charges
before the UN whenever any sovernment. seekine to maintain its
authority, refused to treat saboteurs and traitors as "prisoners
of war”; end (3) thus tying the hands of established regimes in
repressing revolts. On the other hand, despite any provision to
the contrary, 1t would, as a practical matter, be Impossible to
enforce observance of such regulations by Soviet-sponsored terror-
ists and revolutionaries who would be left with a free hand.
Accordingly, the British opnose any risgid formule which would
effectively restrict thelir freedom of action in such situations
and wish to confine the rules to regular warfars. The US, China
and Canada feel that the new rules should apply to internal war-
fare only after insurgents have achieved such de facto authority
as to Justify recognition of their bvelligerency, ~The Scandi-

nav lans, however, with memories of the German occupation still
fresh, are anxlous that genuline resistance movemsnts apgainst
hostile occupations be cloeked with the wrotection of a new Geneva
convention.

-0 -

Democratio Women's Federation launches drive in Asje. The
Communist drive for new adherents 1n the Middle and Par Fast will
be reinforced during coming months by the "omen's International
Democratic ¥ederation ("VIDF), a powerful froni organization claiming
thirteen national women's organizations in Asia. In addition to
its fully matursed groups in China and India, the WIDF has well-
established links with the women of Pakistan, Burma, Malaya, Siam
snd Israel, and, during recent montha, has for the first time
contacted women's organizations in the Philipplnes, Ceylon and
Cyprus. It 1s currently concentrating on: 1) preparations for
& Conference of the Vomen of Asia to be held before September
16,9, provatly in China; {2) organization of National “oma~'s
Curuiittees to ensure support for this conference; and (3) ectab-
lishment of contact with Asian women's groups not yet in the “VIDF
fold, particularly in Japan, Afghanistan, Turkey and Irasq. The
campaign to extend WIDF Influsnce 1in these areas will be entrusted
to an "International Commlission of the "omen of Asia and Africa.m
Tormation of this Commission, already functioning provisionally
in Paris, parallels the recent asteblishment bv_the VWorld Fed-
eration of Democratic Youth of a "Bureau of Students Fighting
Agalnst Colonization” and refiects the Kremlin's apparent deter-
minatlon to organize the widest possible support for Soviet ob-
Jectives in the Middle and Far East.
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TSSR permits continued Satellite participation in T1.0. The
Ozach MMinister of Socisl "elfare’s recent visit to Moscow %o
ascertain the Soviet attitude towards Czech and Peollsh particl-~
pation in ths International Lebor Organization apparently sliecited
a "gpo-ahead™ from the USSR. Despite its obvious irritation at
Y10 acceptance of an ECOSOC mandate to investigate slave lavor.
the 1JSSR raised no objection to continused Satellite membership in
the JLO for the time being. This decision, whieh may reflect a
Soviet desire to maintain the current ILO~-WFTU liaison, will
sellow both Czechoslovakia and Polend to press for ILO technlical
2ld and for participation in the training-within-lndustry plan st
«he Torthcoming 11O conference 1ln Geneva. Recent Czech inquiries
concerning alleged cancellation in the UK of ILO conventions
azainst nisght work by women and children suggest that the Satel-
i1to delegations at Geneve willl attempt to magnify their own
~3ctial achievements™ and to contrast the prompt ratificaticn of
TI0 coaventions in Bastern EBurops with the difficulties enccuntared
eclsewnere,

- -

” I10G NOTES

Proposed reshuffling of EEC. In an effort to curb, in at
ieagst one smajil corner of tha UR, the time-consuming interjection
“of idsoloslical propagandsa into purely technieal matters; & som-
mittee of the UN Heconomic and Employment Commission has recommend-
od by a straizght fast-Vest vote the abolition of two subsidiary
bodies, It is planned to replace the Teconomlic Development and
the Bmployment and Economic Stability Subcommissions with groups
af experts selected on the basis of speclilal qualifications in
«he fields concerned rather than on the principle of geographic
cistribation, -

“Faeee™ offensive on skis. The cold war may henceforth be
‘prosecuved on skis. 'The Interne ional Ski Tederation at its
raesns 98lo meeting has admitted the USSR to full membership, a
mova which may prasage Soviet perticipation in the 1952 'Winter
Olympic cames. The Soviets have also manifested increasing
greagariousness in sports like wrestling, weightlifting, swimming
and track where they have joined international athletic fedara-
tions. Even in the sporting world, the USSR could not wholly
srandon the political slant for at 0slo it unsuccessfully sought
t¢. exclude Spain from the ski federation. The Kremlin has not
yat Gemanded & veto over the referee’'s decislons.

Tailure of Rvati's Balkan conciliation enticipated. The
orly positive result expected from GA President Bvatt's concili~
stion efforta in the Balkan dispute is Greek acc=ntance of the
proposad Greek-Albanian agresment. Althoush reportedly stating
that he would facilitate Albanisn and Bulgarian admission tc the

- hy -
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UN If these states would adopt e more concillatory attitude,
Evatt also scored the Albanian, Bulgarian and Yugoslav repressnt-
atives for holdine out for Greek renunciation of its claims to
Northern Epirus. The Satellites will ohange their position only
on orders from Moscow which, daspite the current Soviet peacs
offensive, are unlikely.

Approved For R&MEase 20

Prospscts for Indonesian case. Althoush the UN GA has posgt-
poned actgon on Indonesla until 1ts regular fall session, possible
Assembly consideration at that time serves as a threat still hang-
inz over the Netherlands =-- the effect dasired by the Australlan-
Irdian sponsors of the origlnal proposal. The continuance of the
case on the GA agenda should help ensure that the recent gains
scni1eved in Batavia will not be lost through second thoughta at
Tha Hague.

Kremlin rules out "Jestern dictation. Izvestia's shrill
protest agalnst any Teatern "Diktat” ror Germany may reflect
Soviat swareness that the climate of negotiation in Paris has
changed radieally from tkat of lLondon. The USSR is approaching
the CFM meetinpg under adverse political and economic pressures
which did not obtaln at earlier conrerences.

ECONOMIC ISSUHS AT THE CFM

Recent Soviet overtures for the reduction o’ ecocnomic
controls between Bast and "est indicate that economic consider-
ations played a large part in the Soviet decision to 1ift the
Berlin blockade and convene the CFM. Not only has the ™estern
counter-blockade been detrimental to the economy of the Soviet
zone of Germeny, but the Western sxport controls arising from
the cold war have hampered the development of the Soviet bloc
ecocnomy as a whole. Those Scviet industries which denend on
western imports, for example, have had the poorest production
records. ‘hat the USSR is areatly concerned over these develop-
ments is indicated by (1} its proposal that reparations and re-
ciprocal deliverles from the Bastern and "'estern zones be resumed;
{2) recent Pollsh and Czech overtures for inoreased trade with the
West; (3) Soviet bloc attacks on Western export controls, com-
bined with the relatively cooperative attitude at the currsent ECE
session. These factors lead to the conclusion that the USSR is
strongly feeling the pinch of the wgstern blockads and seeks to
alleviste it. Morsover, the USSR must be concerned over the ,
growing economic consolidation and recovery in Western Europe as
opposed to the unhappy state of affairs in the East, and fears
the effeect of this on the Satellites.

- 5 -
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If the USSR recognizes the railure of its present policles
in Burope and seeks & detente with the est as a preliminary te
a verlod of consolidation ip the Soviet sphere, then a major
aspect of any such peolicy shift will be to seek reduction of the
sxistine FRast-Yest eccnomic barriers. As reveslsd in the ECE
report on the European scconomy in 1948, Satellite recovery prog-
7688 is behind that of the "eat, and thers are other indications
of increasine economic difficultiss in such countries as Czecho-
slovakia and Huneary. Consenquaencly the USSR must feel that If it
igs to carry out its plenned eccnom:c development in the Satellites
and at home, it urgently needs Tastern soods and credits. The
SSR may therefore seek at the CFM a mutual reduction of trade
parriers and a stimulation of Bast-est trade. Beyond this, the
USSR may hope, as a result of its new tactles, o0 persuade the
'‘7Jest to grant economic development sssi~tance to the Satellitses,
*Jhile the USSR could hardly mermit its Satellites to Join the ERP,
it misht seek such ald throuch agencies like ths ECE and the
Tnternational Bank.

Moraover, the USSR may hope that through an accord on Ger-
meny it will gain certain economic weapons which can bs used
against the West. First, the UBSR may estimate that an aconomic~
glly revived CGermany would inevitably eravitate eastward for mar-

keta, particularly sincs Western European fear of German competition

is freezing Germany out of its prewar markets in the non-Soviet
worid. The 3Soviet bloc's insstlable demsnds for capltal goods, on
the other hand, will provide a major market. Second, the USSR
micht be able, throush its new wvolce ln Germany, to reduce Ger-
many's key contribution to the ERP and to obstruct the full eco-
nomic integration of Nermany with the Western OEEC bloc. Third,
the USSR might seekx in any eccord on Germany to prevent the ap-
plication in that area of the prssent Western export controls,
Germany would then be a major brsach ln the export barrier and

i1te industry would provide the Soviet sphere with ~any of the
products now barred to 1t by the Yest. Under these circumstances,
it 13 quits possible that the USB3R looks on the CFM mastinaz as an
opportunity to (1) circumvent the present Tast-Yest economic
parriers and securs nuoh-needed z2epltal goods for Eastern Burope;
{2) obstruct the recovery of Wetstern Europe; and (3) gradually
orient Germany economically toward the Hast.
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