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Declass Review by NIA/DOD -
NOVO-BAKU PETROLEUM REFINERY
BAKU, USSR '

. 1. The Novo-Baku Petroleum Refinery is located approximately two‘
and a half miles from the Caspian Sea in the’eastern sector of the city
of Baku, USSR. The geographic coordinates of the approximate center of
the refinery are Lo 2h 20N - h9 55 lOE and its orientation is E/W.

The reflnery is irregular in shape with maximum dimensions .of
, 6 000 feet by 5,000 feet and covers an area of approximately 14,600,000
square feet. It is served by road rall and probably by pipeline.

: A comparison of four KEYHOLE missions over this refinery during
the period indicates that one major refining
unit has been constructed and put in operation during this period while
another major refining unit is nearing completion. In addition, a number
of other refining units are presently under construction.- Details concerning
this construction activity and other changes at the refinery are discussed
"in part b of section 2. ' -

: 2. The limits of the Novo-Baku Petroleum Refinery and the outlines
of individual sectlons within the’ reflnery are shown on Figure 5 of this
report. . .

a. Identification and ana1y51s .of the various sections are
discussed under the number corresponding to that on Figure 5:

(l) .Area under construction containing severa.l pipe
furnaces, seversl fractionating ¢olumns, a possible

compressor building, a possible control house, a
number -of warehouse/malntenance type buildings, and POL
tank ‘storage
- Probable intermediate product storage area

Two catalytic cracking units (thermofor type) and
associated facillties

Catalytic cracking unit (fluid type) and associated -
facilities .

Warehouse/maintenance type buildings

Area with 'a small pipe furnace, two fractionating
columns, probable compressor ‘building, control house,.
and laydown. tanks -

Area with a small pipe furnace, fractionating column,
probable compressor buildlng, control house, and POL
tank storage
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(8) Area with four or. five fractionating columns grouped
closely together, probable compressor building, control-
" house, -and laydown tanks .

" (9) Possible alkylation unit consisting of several fractionating
towers, a large compressor building, & smaller probable
compressor building, and laydown tanks

(10) Probable intermediate and final product storage area

(11) Probable vapor recovery area with two essentially identical

- units each consisting of a. large fractionating column,
two medium-sized fractionating columns, & smaller fractionating
column, three vertical tanks, two probable compressor buildings,
and laydown tanks - ’ .

(12) Administration and leboratory area

(13) Area under construction consisting of several refining
units in an early stage of construction and several
associated buildings, a number of quonset type buildings,
and POL tank storage ' :

(14) POL tank storage area including a large tank under

. construction: o

(15) Area with a number of warehouse/maintenance type buildings,
open material storage, several small towers, and a water
“treating pond ) ' ) S

(16) Probable distillation area with two pipe furnaces, two

"fragtipnating columns, probable compressor building;
control house, and water treating-pond '

(17) POL tank. storage o

(18) catalytic.cracking unit (probable fluid type) and associated

: facilities : ) S S o -

(19). Two distillation units, each consisting of two pipe furnaces,

. two fractionating.columns, & COmMpressor building, and lay-

, down tanks . '

(20) Heat and power plant

-(21) " POL tank storage area~ .- . . .

(22) Suspect catalytic cracking unit in an early stage of

T construction: & number of buildings have been or are
being constructed and the construction of the base of &
new- unit has begun; the appearance and placemént of this
unit and the layout of associated buildings are very
similar to the catalytic cracking unit and associated
facilities in Annotation 19 .

(23) POL tank storage area including a pump house -

(24) Possible catalytic reforming unit under construction with

. 9-12 small furnaces arranged in three rovs, several fract-
ionating columns, possible cooling towers, probable control.

~ house, POL tank storage, including three probable spheroidal
tanks, and‘severalwarehousqhﬁintenance type buildings ’

.
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Suspect tankcar loading a.nd_un_loéding. facn:.lities )

25)
26) POL tank storage area’

27) ‘Water treating facilities and cooling towers .

28) Suspect pipeline station- .

29 Probable crude oil storage area R

30; Possible petrochemical plant associated with Athe refinery -
. 25X1D "~ p. Construction activity and changes at the refinery from [ GGG
. _ 1nclude the following (annotation numbers refer to Fig;ure 5):"

25X1D i (1) ,Construction of the facilities in Annotation 1 began
25X'1.D." o . ‘after _ with the exception of the-warehouse
. maintenance ty’pe buildings which were present -in
25X1D 25X1D (2) cConmstruction in Annotat:.on 13 begen between
: : and
25X1D (3) ‘Construction of the ca.talytic cracking unit in Annotation
25X1D 18 vegan prior to | ard vas possibly complete by .
. ‘Smoke coming from this unit at the time of |
) the latest coverage 1nd.1ca.tes that it is presently in
25X1D - *  operation.
. (4) The area described under Annotation 22 is still in an
25X1D ' early stage.of construction;. coustruction of some of the
: o buildings may have begun in .
25X1D (5) The possible catalytic reforming area described under
Annotation 24 has been under construction since
25X1D " * and appears nearly complete..

(6) construction of the POL tanks in Annotation 26 bega.n
25X1D - between the area appears
25X1D " complet

(7) Construction of the cooling towers and wa.ter trea.t:.ng
25X1D . facilities in Annotation 27 began between_ and .
25X1D ‘ they appear -essentially complete as of -

25X1D 3. The reflnery appea.rs to have been operatlng in
as indicated-by smoke coming from a number of refining units. Duie to
the quality of the photography of N 1- is not possible
to determlne whether the refinery was operatlng at that time. ~

25X1D

. L, A1l measurements have beéen made by the CIA/IAD/IB project analyst.
They should be considered as approximate and must not be taken as official
_NPIC mensuration data. compiled by the Technical Intelligence Dlvision, NPIC.
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. REFERENCES .

MAPS OR- CHARTS

General Locator Map, USSR - 29656 1-61 (UNCLASSIFIED)

ACTC. US Air Target Chart, Series 200, Sheet 0325 -25HL,

2nd Edltlon, March 1963 (SECRE.T)
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