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UNDERGROUND EXPLOSION SITE NEAR KABYL-SAY, USSR

The site of the one-kiloton underground high-explosives detonation
experiment announced by the USSR as having occurred on 19 December 1957
at 42-12-15N 69-03-02E has been identified (see Figure 1).1/ The site is
about 7.5 nautical miles (nm) SE of Kabyl-Say, 17 nm SE of Arys', and 25
nm SW of Chimkent. According to reports, the site was to consist of a
chamber 40 meters underground to accomodate the 1,000 tons of high
explosives. The size of the crater that the detonation created was given 25X1D
as 200 meters in diameter and 50 meters deep.2/ 3/

by KEYHOLE photography on (see Figure 2). 25X1D

The site was covered by TALENT ihotography on _and
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'FIGURE 1. MAP SHOWING LOCATION OF UNDERGROUND EXPLOSION SITE.
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FIGURE 2. PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE UNDERGROUND EXPLOSION SITE. Top photo is from TAL ENT Mission
25X1D of'“bo”om fraom KEYHOL £ Mission of Area outlined in bottom photo represents the
axront of the Top picture.
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the photog:pty [
the date of the explosion, reveals unusual activily a e exact point indicated

by the Soviet announcement. The small amount of possible excavated
materials in the vicinity of the site suggests that work on the chamber was

only in its early stages.

A large crater is visible on KEYHOLE photography
at the point of activity shown on thedhoto raphy. is confirms
that an expleosion had occurred at this point since the“ coverage.

Although the quality of the KEYHOLE photography precludes precise meas-
urements, it is possible to say that the diameter of the crater is close to the

dimension given in the Soviet reports.
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WARNING

This document contains classified information affecting the national security of the United States within
the meaning of the espionage laws U.S. Code Title 18, Sections 793, 794, and 798. The law prohibits its
transmission or the revelation of its cont in any manner to an unauthorize erson, as well as its use
f nterest of the United States or for the benefit of any foreign -
is to be seen only by U.S. personnel especially indoc-
trinated and authorized.to receive TALENT-KEYHOLE information. lts security must be maintained in
accordance with KEYHOLE and TALENT regulations. :

in any manner prejudicial to the safety or i
government to the detriment of the United States. It is

TOP
Approved For Release 2001/09%1 : C§£EI§§718-T04751A00030010000874

LSS



