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Some Implications of Deployment, o' US B-52 Bombers in Thailand*

Summary

Daployment of USAF B=52 bombers in Thalland would increase only slightl}
‘the.level of US Alr Forece operationa from Thai bases, which have’bc¢h
avefaging over 4,000 sorties & month against targets in North Vietnam. 1In
contrast, B-52 operations from Guum against targets in Vietnam (mostly
South Vietnam) have been averaging only 400 sorties a month. USAF has been
flying strikes against North Vietnam from Thal bages 61;0e March 1965. More
than oné-fourth of the US attack air 0.B. is currently operating out of
Thailand. Aboyt 300 fixed wing combat-reconnéi;sance ai;craft, comprising
about one;fourth‘of US attack air 0.B. in Southeast Asla, currently operate
out of Thailand. Deployment of the B-52 bombers alsofwoﬁld not add much to
the total US military presence in Thailand, which has grown from 4,000 to
35,000 men during the }ast three years,

The use of a base in Thailand for Be52 strikes in §outh Vietnam would
shorten the Present 12-h6ur round trip from Guam to about 2-1/2 hours, decrease
the aircraft operating costs from ten million dollars to two million dollars
& month, and would permit a much more rapid reaction time for ground support
operations in South Vietnam.

USAF review completed.
* Except for the TOP SECRET data on projcctéd deployments of US military

personnel in Thailand (Table IV), the information in this memorandum is

ECRET. _ .
SReen *USAF Declass/Release Instructions On File
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concerning the request of B-52's using Thai bases.
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I. USAF Use of Thailand » : . ;

A. Early Decision Likely

With wvespect to the proponed deploymc?t of B~52 bombers to Thailand
several cogent points should be considered:

1. jhe US has not yet officially requested the government af
.Thai;and for use of Thal bases for the B-52 bombers,

2.‘.Ehe Seéretary of Defense has yet to make a decision om this
matter but a decision pfobably will be resched before the wcciend (31 December
1966) to propose tuis to the President.

3. The President and the Secretary of Defgnsc will discuss this
matter over the weekend (31 December 1966) and possibly make & decision

4, Speculation‘that 15 of the 50 B~52's curreptly stationed on Gwmnm
will be deployed to Thailand for quick reaction purposes comes from press

sources and can't be substantiated.

B. USAF Operations in Thailand
1. The US Air Force currently operates 420 aircraft‘(including
300 fixed wing combat-reconnaissanc; aircraft) out of seven airbases in
Thailand, (See map.) The US has been using Thai bases to launch strikes
against North Vietnam (and Laosj since March 1965. During the first nine
months of 1966, 36 percent of all USlsértics flown over North Vietnam originated

from Thal bases (see Table I), According to unofficial estimates, 55 percent

of the JCS targets struck during 1966 were hit by USAF aircraft based in
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Thailand. More than ome-fourth ot Lhe current US attack air 0.B. in ‘
Southeaat Asla is currently operating out of Thailand, as shown in

Table II below:

Tnable 1

Distribution Total Sorti: . Flown Against North Vietnam
by Launch Base, Jnnuary-Scptember 1966

“

Percent Sorties

USN (Carriera) . : L 46,600
- USAF (Thailand) | 36 38;200
USAF (SVN » oo 20 21,200
. 100 106,000

¥ “Also includes VNAF, USMC which amount to approximately I percent of Total
sorties flown.

Table II

" Southeast Asis Fixed Wing Combat-Reconnaissance, Aircraft OB - by Type

December 1966 .

Type Thailand South Vietnam Carriers Guam
Aircraft (USAF) - (USAF-USMC) (USN) (USAF) Total
F-k Lo 183 50 - 273
RF-4 22 Lo - - 62
F-5 - , 15 - - 15
F-8 - 15 25 - Lo
RF-8 “ - . i 7 - 11
F-100 - 205 - - 205
RF-101 17 13 - - 30
F-102 12 12 - - 2l
F-104 17 - - - 17
- F=105 135 - - - 135
A-1 18 21 12 - 51
EA-1 - - 3 - 3
A-3 - - 12 - 12
A~k - 81 95 - 176
RA-5 - - 6 - 6
A<6 - 12 9 -7 21
EA-6 - 5 - - 5
A-26 8 - - - 8
T-28 11 - - - 11
B-52 - - - 50 50
B-57 - 20 - - 20
RB-57 - 3 - - 3
EB-66 21 - - - 21
Total 301 629 219 50 1,199
-3
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C+. US Deployments and Expenditures in Thailand

l. The numbep of US troops in Thailend has grown from some 4,200
in June 1964 to some 34,781 by 26 Decembar 1966. USAF forces presently
account for 77 percent of the US :lrength. Army forces, which constitute
most of the remaindgr of US strenyith in Thalland, consist of two engihécr
battglions, a légiatical command,‘und various other units that serve as
advisers to the Thaijmilitary and {'ly helicopters that transport Thal troops.

See Table III for additional information.

Table ITT

U.S. Military Persornel in Thailand by Service

4

Ar@z Navy * Airforce Total

1964
January 2,946 152 1,116 b2k
June : 3,052 180 1,103 4,335

1965
January 3,357 187 3,134 . 6,678
June 3,556 201 6,039 9,796

1966
January 5,204 227 10,130 15,561
June . 6,909 512 17,222 2,643
December 7,695 360 26,726 34,781

* Includes Coast Guard and Marines.

The Current Plan (DOD deployment schedules) indicates that US troop strength will

not substantially increase over current levels by 1968. See table IV below:
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Table 1V

Actuai an& Projected Deployments of US Military Personnel in Thailand
1965 ~ 1968 ‘ . ;

1
!

(in thousands)

1965 1966 1967 1968
June  Dec June  Dec June  Z€C June
Army
. Current Plan N.A - NA 6.3 8.6 10.3 10.5 10.6
Actual 3.6 4.8 6.9 N.A N.A 0 NA W.A
Navy * ‘
" Current Plan N.A N N.A 3 .3 3 .3
Actual Y .2 5  N.A N.A N.A N.A
Airforce
Current Plan N.A  N.A 20.8  25.6 274 27.5 27.5
Actual 6.0 9.1 17.2 "N.A N.A 0 N.A N.A
Total
‘===;urrent Plan N.A N.A 27.1  34.5 37.7 38.3 38.4
Actual 9.8 1k.1 2h.6 N.A N.A N.A N.A
? Tnoludes Coast Guard and Marines. - G

2, Construction expenditures for military facilities in Thailend are shown

below:
Table V
Summary of U.S. Military Construction by Country
A5 of 1 Novemver 1966 . (Dollars in Thousands)
‘Countr Current Working Estimate Percent
S. Vietnam § 1,211,582 | 67
Thailand 228,367 13
United States 165,72k - 9
Okinawa 73,301
Philippines 71,156
Taiwan 26,205
Guam 1,875
Japan 12,855 . e e o e e = 11
Midway 1,576
Wake 1,626
Cuba 173
Puerto Rico 130
Total 4 1,807,570 100
mmmmmmmTm e
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D, ﬁse of B-52's . | | .

Since 1965 B-52's based‘on Guam have bombed targets in South Vietnam, Laos,
and North Vietnam. These raids primarily have been against suspected enemy troop
emplacemeﬁts and base areas. To¢ date the B-52's in South Vietngm have not been
used in a strategic bombing role. Only_h percent of the B-52 flights have been
flown over North Vietnam; and about 10 percent over Laos., Table VI gives a more
detailed ;ccount of the. raids.

Table VI

Distribution of B-52 Strikes - Southeast Asia
17 June 1965 - 27 December 1966

Countr, ‘ Missions ' Sorties
North Vietnam 15 224
Laos 86 . 663
South Vietnam 640 ‘ ’ 5,568
Total 769 6,712
Fear of SAMs ___ have restricted B-52 operations to infrequent

ralds over the extreme southern portions of North Vietnam. These raids, much like .

the raids over Laos, struck against tle road network. It has become general prac-

tice to restrict B-52 raids to areas where the glant bombers are not within range »

of SAMd. Currently there are 50 B-52's operating out of Guam, future plans indi-

cate that Witimately 70 B-52's may be used in the Vietnam war. It would appear

that any future use of B-52's would be largely restricted to operations within

South Vietnam. The use of a Thai base for B-52 strikes againét South Vietnam

Approved For Release 2009/05/21 : CIA-RDP78T02095R000900030001-6




PR

A A —
pproved Fo
. r Release 2009/05/21 : ClA-RDP78T02095R000900
030001-6

would ghorten the 12 hour round trip fyom Guenm o about 2-1/2 phours snd permit

>

(The yound trip distence from Guam to DMZ 18 5,200 e,tatute'milea; from

pan U~Tapo; the Thal base, to DMZ is about 1,000 miles.) The gecurity

a more rapld reaction time for g,r‘ound suppor?t operatlions in Sogtb yietnam.

(freedom from‘ mortar attacks and vC raids) of Thai pases makes this ares

more‘convenien‘o than similar facilities in aouth Vietnam.
The cost ‘of B-52 operations also would be reduced gharply.

coste of the p-52 reids from Quan ab the current’ level of 100 sortles

month are 104 million dollars. The same pumber of sorties flown from

Tnailand would cost aboub 2.2 million dollars.

Cperatin

per

Tne B-52'8 would be pased at the y-Tapo-Ban sattahlp complex, &n

American-built facility complete with port, airfields and connecting petr

facilivies on the Gulf of glam. The new airfields with two 11 ,500 foobt

yunways and parallel taxiways, 75 feet wide epd nearly the length of
runwey, becene opera.tiona.l last summer's Fuel and 1ubricant lines are

layed to the port, where s wharf that will berth several ships will b

- -
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TOP SECREY

WARNING

This document contains classified information affecting the national
security of the United States within the meaning of the espionage
laws, US Code, Title 18, Sections 793, 794, and 798. The law prohibits
its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner to
an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner prejudicial
to the safely or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any
foreign government to the detriment of the United States.

THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE KEPT IN COMMUNICATIONS
INTELLIGENCE CHANNELS AT ALL TIMES

It is to be seen only by US personnel especially indoctrinated
and authorized to receive COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE
information; its security must be maintained in accordance with
COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE REGULATIONS.

No action is to be taken on any COMMUNICATIONS INTELLI-
GENCE which may be contained herein, regardless of the advantages
to be gained, unless such action is first approved by the Director
of Central Intelligence.
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