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Agriculture

There has been no noticeable chenge in the pattern of central and regional broad-
casts on agricultural activities since the closing of the All-Union Party Congress
in Moscow on 14 October. Farm labor organization and the livestock industry are
sti1l among the chief topics of discussion although the inadequate utilization and
maintenance of mechanical equipment claim considerable attention. A report from
Kurgen, RSFSR, (19 October) is critical of the continued lackadeisical attitude
toward sgricultural education in the special 3-year schools for farmers and stock-
Wreeders, Although attention to this shortcoming has been called on several
occasions before, says the report, the new educational year "is again begimning in
an unsatisfactorily orgenized menner.” In Katayskiy and Lebyazhevskiy rayons, for
example, the seminsrs have been postponed time and again for mo obvious reason. In
Karagapolskiy rayon the agricultural students have not been provided with the
necessary text books which, in fact, prejudices the entire training program. Such
"utterly impermissible failures™, it is pointed out, will not be tolerated much
longer, and the Oblast Agricultural Propaganda Administration had better eliminate
these educational drawbacks se soon as possible, ZAKARPATSKA PRAVDA admits
inferentially (25 October) that the recent oblast egricultural exhibition could have
been more successful if the collective farmers “had assimilated the advanced
Michurinite seience®™. Here, too, the Agricultural Propaganda Department is said to
pay insufficient attention to the preparaticns for the agro-zootechnicel courses and
the dissemination of agricultural science in general. Only a short time remains
before the schools open, says the editorial, but the Party, Soviet and agricultural
orgsnizations have done very little to prepare the farmers and schools for the new
educational year.

Cotton-growing and fishing, the two major branches of Crimean agriculture, are,
according to KRYMSKAYA PRAVDA (22 & 2k October), far below expectatlions. Both

lebor organization and mechanization on the cotton fields are still unsatisfactory.
There are enough cotton-picking machines in the oblast ("more than 130") to double
the tempo of work, but the inept utilization of the equipment is responsible for the
sorry stete of affairs. Another contributing factor is the "slackened labor
discipline” in the collective farms which is the direct outcome of poor agricultural
leadership. The above-mentioned "sorry state of affairs” is not amplified but the
references to delays im cotton-picking and deliveries and the poor quality of the
stuff in general appear to provide some explanation. In some unnamed rayons the
equipment was found to be unsuitable for the work when the cotton-picking sesson
vegen, eand in others the leadership was too slow %o reelize the urgency of the work
ahesd., The top officilals of Chernomorskiy, Razdolenskly, Kirovekiy and other rayons
a8 well s some oblast executives are said to be derelict in their duties, snd are
pointedly reminded thet what Malenkov said at the recent Party Congress applies alsCPYRGHT
to them: o

The Party does not need hardened and indifferent officlals
| who prefer their own tranquillity to the interests of
| the work, but does need selfless fighters...vho place.

the interests of the State above all else.

The Crimea has been criticized before as one of the slow fishing sreas of the UBSR,
and KRYMSKAYA PRAVDA (24 October) compleins that the oblast fishing industry has so
far shown no .signs of improvement, The 1,000 fishing brigades scheduled to go to

sea in the coming season, which are due to start out any day now, "are not yet

ready.” No further detsils are offered beyond a quotation from Mikoyanis unfiattering
refersnce to Crimean fishing which in itself should be sufficient to shake the oblast
fishing industry cut of its lethargy and stimulate greater production.

Discussing agriculture in the context of general economic activities, CHERNOMORSKA
KOMUNA (25 October) declares that corn and sunflower harvesting in Odessa oblest is
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sti1l far behind schedule. The paper is also somewhet skeptical about the "ander-
taking” of the oblast®s state and collective farmers to complete “all agricultural
work by 5 November. If the performance of Shiryatevekiy, Tsebrikovskiy and
Ivenovekiy rayons is any criterion, however, the oblast "still hae a long way to
go" before its asgricultural tasks are completed. Co :

In an otherwise optimistic review of sugsr production in the Ukraine, RADYANSKA
UKRAINA (25 October) asserts that despite the great overall successes achleved Dy the
industry since the end of the war, some lagging oblasts are gtill "taking cover”
behind the successful ones, .Indeed, in a number of sugar-beet areas the delivery of
beets to State receiving points “ig wuch slower than last year.” Although sugar
production on the whole is said to be the highest in the postwar years, the editorial
remarks somewhat oddly that _

CPYRGHT ' there sre reasons for supposing that this year
too we ghall have not less sugar but possibly
sven more than in 1951.

The. mechanization of this branch of agriculture, the peper mainteins, could be
greatly improved if the -available equipment were utilized to the full, But the
indifferent handling of the agricultural machinsry results in frequent breskdowns
and involves a great deal of unnecessary manual labor in lifting the beets. What
mismenagement has "accomplished” so far; the paper says; ls "a great gap" between
the amount of beets already dug and that deliversd to the State, In Kemenets-
Podolek cblast 1% i3 2.5 million cantners, in Vinnitss almest 3 million and in

Kiev oblast almost 5 million centners. BSugar beet lifting, it is exphesized, is
far shead of deliveries not because this phase of the work is proceeding according
to plan but because deliveries are "extremsly slow" by comparison.  The whole

suger beet business is sald to be in a mees, since "nesyly cne-fourth of the beets
have not yet been. dug upi. The shortage of trucks to transport the beets could be
made good by the extensive employment of draft animals but the Ministry of ’
Agriculture sppsars to "cere very little" about that, end the result is the
familisr "great loss" {velyks shkoda) sustained by the State. This loms is furiher
enhanced by the "anti-State practice” of the sugar industry representatives in the
field who for soms unaccountable reason have bsen rejecting large quantities of good
beets by declering them fawlty. In eddition to the three oblaste already mentlioned,
the following are reported to be doing a very poor job of beet harvesting: Poltava,
Chernigov,. Sumy, Zhitomir, Rovne; Kirovograd and Odessa.

A broadcast from Smolensk on 27 October etates thet the livestock industry was the
mejor object of discussion and criticism at the recent oblast conference of the
Soviet Executive Commlttee. The high death-rate of the young stock, the conference
revealed, continues unchecked, end the productivity of ell the other livestock
remains pretty low. The conference, however, appeared to be more criticel of vhay
it referrsd to &5 squendering of livestock “on so-called internal economic require-
ments® (dlya tak nazyvayemykh khozaistvennykh nuzhd). This stricture is in keeplng
with the "State above all else” policy repeated ad infinitum on every occasion.
Applied to this cese, it simply means that meat products to be consumed by the
farmerz must come from the balance remaining after the prescribed meat deliveries
to the State have been made. The slow increase in the number of cattle, in cther
words, could be speeded up to -some extent if the collective farmers were to stick
to their meat allotments rather than requirements which are presumably greater.

The "excesgive” meat consumption by the farmers is gaid also to be regponsible for

the fact that in some rayons, notably Smolensk, Dukhovshchinsky and Safonov the

number of head of ca®tile has been declining. Nor is that the only chronic short-
coming of the livestock industry that has besn plaguing the officials. Inadequate

and insufficient winter sheds for the stock have been the target of frequent official
attacks before, amd, as revealed by the Deputy Chairman of the oblast Executive
Committee, that problem has not been licked yet, He did not pursue the theme, however,
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except to urge the conference to set 15 November as the final date when all 'the
tiscéssary preperations for stock wintering are to be completed.. :

RADYANSKA ZHTTOMYRSHCHINA (24 October). reviews the overall.egricultural situation
in the oblast and finds it somewhat disappointing. The collective farms of the
reclaimed marshland sreas (polesye), it is claimed, are not doing as well as
expected desplte- the ®gteady" flow of aid from the Party and Goverinment. The
sgricultural output of -a. number of rayons--particularly Korostenskiy, Lugynskiy,
Khorodnitskiy, Dovbyshskiy and- Korotyshevekiy--is gaid to be far smaller than the
land is.capable of producing.  Higher ylelds, it is suggested, can be cbtained
throygh an intensive liming of heavy soil with the simultaneous use of organic
and mineral fertilizer. Mentioned in passing also is.the lew productivity of the.
oblast livestock.: .

A summerized version of a VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA vreview (26 October) speaks of

the "geriocus situation™ (seryoznoye polozhenie) in the oblast's agriculture. Many
collective farms have not even begun to harvest their overripe crops which "threaten
to spoil the Pields.” The processing of long-fibre flax is referred to as lagging
far behind the plen through the shortege of msupower and the failure of the
sgriculturel officials to prepare permanent transportation brigedes so thatl the
delivery of the available flax to the State might be assured. The paper also

urges the oblast officials to look into the gualitative aspect of flax prodguction
and “to take steps to combat waste.” . : i

A long PRAVDA article by the USSR Minigter of Agriculture Benedictov broadcast on

27 October waxns that only "a considerable upsurge in.livegtock breeding”
(znachitelny podyom zhivotnovodstva) will make it possible to meet the growving
demands for livestock produce, His thesis is that additional meat supplies will not
be avaeilable so long as the demand is growing faster thean the herds of stock, and

& further increase in the number of communal liveatock.is still "the main task in
the field of agriculture” (glavnays zadacha v oblasti gemledelis). The root of all
agricultural troubles, however, still lies in the inept utilization of technical
equipments, . - . : S

One san say without exesggeration that today ‘ CPYRGHT
|everything depends on our ability to correetly
use the great quentity of machinery, on our
constant care for the mechanizetion of all
labor-absorbing processes in agriculture.

‘Russisn veréion:

- |Mozhno bez preuvelichenia skazat chto teper vse
zavigit glavoym obrazom ot nashego umenia praviloo
ispolzovat bogatuyu tekhniku, ot nashel postoyannoy
zaboty o mekhanizatsii vsekh trudoemkikh proteessov

golskogo khozalstva.

Benedictov mekes it clear that the "constsnt flow of mechinery” to the collective
farm fields has not meterially improved the mechanization situation since & large
part of the processing of individual crops ig either done manually or at best is
poorly mechenized. Included in this work i1s the harvesgting and binding of straw ase
wall a8 the cleansing, drying end loading of grain. The industrial edjunct of
agriculture, farm-machine building, is according to the Minister jJust.as guilty of
the slow mechanizetion as are the egricultursl officials. Up-to-date machines are
designed "slowly" end just as slowly mastered and introduced into actusl production.
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In-a famillar exercise in self-criticism, Benedictov.accuses his own ministry of
falling-down on-the job of helping the tollective farms to help themselves.
Production tempos are often too slow because of the faulty labor policy pursued

until recently by a number of oblasts; end it.1s the .duty of the Ministry of
Agriculture to forestall any dewviation from the.correct labor policy on the farms.

As pointed out in a previous CPW report, the post war intreduction of the "link"
(zveno) system of agricultural labor proved s fallure and the return to:the old
Yprodustion brigade" (proizvodstvennaye brigede) was subsequently decreed by the
Party. - The gwitch-over was painfully slow, hewever, and has been the object of
renewed criticism since Malenkov's speech before the 19th Party Congress. Reflecting
‘the preveiling Party line, and undoubtedly the true situation, Benedictov goes on  CPYRGHT
to say that . S ’

-

one cannot fail to mentlon the great shoritcomings
existing even nov in the corganization of labor. In

meny ferms the production brigsdes sxre not of

- |permansnt strength sand have not been provided with

- | préduction facilities, vhich lead to s 'depersonalization’
|of responsibility. Casee of weakening labor dlscipline

| have been noted. ’

Russian versions

nelzys ne otmetit, chte 1 vastoysshcheye vremya
imeyutsys bolshie nedostatki v orgsnigatsil truda.
Na mnogikh kolkhorakh proisvodstvennie brigsdy ne
imeyut postoyanncgo sostava, za niml ne prikrepleny
sredstva prolzvodstve, chto privodit k obeelichke,

| Tmeyut mesto fakty oslablenia trudovoy distsipliny.

Agricultural statute vicletions are referred to in passing as stlll very much In
evidence, They are in fact sald to be sufficiently mumercus to "cause seriouvs
damages .to commurel proeperty" (nanosyat seryoznly ushcherd cbshchestvennomu
khozalstvu), Disparsging comment is mede also on the indiffersnt attitude toward
the propagation of the latest achievements of science in agriculture. (Omitted
here, incidentally, le any criticism of the mcientific bodles themselves, which are
frequently accused of lack of cooperation with agriculture). This time it is the
agricultural officials rether then the scientists and other experts who are not
doing their share of the partnership, since many of the sclentific achievements
"are often completely ignored.” An amusing example of administrative red tape in
the Ministry of:Agriculture 1s cited in the practice of issuing ldentical directives
on sll matters of agriculture to all rayons, collective farms and machine-tractor
stations irrespective of their location or differing local conditions.

The result of the third quarter egricultural plan for the USSR (TASS, 27 October),
while indicating better results than in 1951, is on the whole ungpecific about

sctual attainments., With the exception of the elready highly-publicized eight-biliion-
. pud grain erop, facts and figures are famlliarly omitted. The highest crop ylelds of
grain are said to have been obtained in the Ukraine, North Caucasus end the Crimea.
There is little reference to the recently-criticlzed low vegetable and potato

erops beyond the remsrk that they were "larger than last year." A sumarized
ZVEZDA editoriel (28 October) “says that in "numerous” collective farms of the
Belorussisn Republic the harvest yilelds were bad, and that stock breeding is not
progressing ag it should, Instances of agricultural stetute violations are said

to be evident in VitebLsk, Molodechno and other oblasts. All these fallings could
‘have been remedied and even forestalled had the Party leadership on the oblasth

and rayon level exercised proper supervision of the agricultural organs. No

further details are offered, however.
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Low labor productivity and high production costs are the two mein targets of official
ettack in the otherwise meagre output on industrial activities. The so-called
economy regime. {rezhim ekoneml), as FRAVDA points out on 21 October, is to be ene.of
the msin features of the current Five Yeer Plan. Oveérhead expenditures must be
dregticelly reduced in industry; agriculture and comstruction; labor efficiency
must be-raised still higher, st least another 50% by the end of the current Flam,
and short-cute to. plan-fulfillment done away with. These short-cuis; the press

and radlo ere at peins to explein, amount to plan-fulfillment on paper which often
bas little in common with actual. performence. First, there is the deploreble
tendency. of industrial management to concentrate on the production of goods
rﬁqpiring simple operations and limited skill et the expenss of more complicated
items. This device appears to facilitate the quantitative fulfilliment end even
overfulfillment of the planned output quotas and thus meke it possible to restriat
the production of menufscturea involving grester skill and precision. BSecoundly,

the race for & quantitative showing inevitably lesds to the production of inferior
goods vwhich have to be rsjscted snd represent s total loss of labor and material.

SEVERNAYA PRAVDA (21 Ootobsr) spesks of the "ixvegular® (nersvmomernoye)

production of the Kostroma oblast metal-processing plants, the iextile and timber
industries. Extensive idleness of mechinery snd low produstion quality, says the
peper, sre still plaguing the mentioned industriee, and it is high time for the
Pardy to do something ebout 1t. While the poor performsnce of these enterpripss
is, mcoording to the paper, ubtterly inexcuseble, the flax-processing industry is
said to be legging behind the plan for a very specific remsens "working conditions
&t the enterprises...have growp more difficult,” The latter point is not smplified
but, s hes been freguently hinted in the past, it suggests decressing labor
efficiency through deterioreting meterial and welfare conditions.

The industrisl workers of Rostov oblast, declarss MOLOT editorially on 21 October,
are ptill "not fully cepable" of coping with the teeks required by the Communist
Perhy. The shortcomings which have been hindsring production all the time "have
not yet been eliminated.” Transportetlon and factory officiels, the paper
complaing, seem to be reluctent to change to new and faster work methods that would
meterielly improve industrial production. Many mines of the Rostov Coal Trust
(Rostov=Ugol) are still unable to ceteh up with their production assignments. In
the Bokov Coal Trust (Bokov-Ugol) only four cut of the five mines have menaged to
keep up with the plemned quotas. The editoriel is highly criticel of the deceptive
"overall" output indices:which, it says, enable the badly working enterprises "to
live et the -expense of the leading ones™ (zhit ze schet peredovykh).

The pame topic of "embellishing production indices” (priukrashivanie proizvodstvennykh
pokazatelel) is discussed by PRAVDA on 24 October without mentioning any specific
industrial ¥hite or officilsle. The elimination of the "formal attitude® (formslncye
ntnoshenie)htoward Party and Government decisions on the part of many industrial
officiale, 1t is claimed, would go a long way toward the elimination of the persigting
production shortcomings. But Party discipline is still being disregarded by &
certain number of (umnemed) Communist, Soviet and other officials. who are not
perturbed (ne beapokoyatsys) by the fact that "the interests of the country are
Jeopardized.” We still have teo mauny officlals who assume that "they cen do ss they
please™ and that Party decisions end Soviet laws do not apply to them. The result is
conceslment of the truth about the real state of affairs:

Frois have also come to light showing. that CPYRGHT
administrative officiels, with the connivence :
of Party organizations, deliberately submit inflasted

o oS - o SN G—Paee

output reports.at a tims when productien plans.:
actually remain incompleted. : .
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Russian version:

‘| Izvestny takzhe fakty, kogda. khozalstvenniki pri CPYRGHT

,"pbpustiﬁelstve partiynykh organizatsiy predstavlyayut-
- "|zavedomo ' zavyshennie zsyavki na syryo i materialy, pri

“|nevypolnenii proizvodstvennykh plancv dopuskayut
“Jpripiski v otchetekh o vypuske produktsii.

MOLUT pureues the production theme again on 24 October by declaring that "war must
be declsred” on bad management, squendering and all other malpractices which lead
to wasting State funds and materiel resources. The Mikoyan plant alone is said to
have shewn a net loss of 200,000 rubles this year; but thet is not the only factory
where "enormous lesses™ (gromadnie poteri) are ceused by the reckless expenditure
of raw mpterials, fuel and electricity. Bad management is also held responsible
for ‘the great losses gustained by the North Caucasus Railroad, smounting to over

3 million rubles. :

At least one broadcast mekes the inferential admission that the would-be reecruits

for labor reserves are not always in a hurry to register. In a radio talk from
Poltave (18 October) the depaty head of the Labor Regerves Department berates the
cblast Executive Committee and its local branches for failing to attract the necessary
number of -recrults from among the youth, The extremely slow registration in a number
of rayons, he says; is due to the lack of "explanatory work" (razyasnitelnaya rabota)
designed to stimulate the youths® enthusiasm for training and work. These youths
must be ‘given e description of "the life and work" of metal workers and miners and
the State's solicitude for their welfere, They must also be promised "eultural
services” (kulturnoe obsluzhivanie) at the Poltave and Kremenchug gethering centers
'(sbornie punkty) before they are shipped off to their training destination.

Miscellsneous

Maleria, says Morozov in a Home Service talk on 21 Ostober, "hes elmost been liquidated”
in the USSR wlth the aid of acritsin, which is far superior to guinine, hitherto
considered the most effective remedy asgalnst the disesse. - Among -other medical

remedies said to have been evolved by Soviet scientists are HGordeyev liquid®

(zhidkost gordeyeva) for the treatment of swelling in ulecerous skin digeases, and
Ribitsin used against blood disorders and disorders- of the lymphatic glands.

‘A TABS trensmisaion for Europe on 26 October quotes & Lisenkov TRUD article
_commemoreting the 30th anniversary of the liberation of the Soviet Far East from the
“Anglo-American-Jhpanele interventionists.” The dameges caused to the USSR by the

"gojourn of the Americans™, as expressed in the encrmous quantities of "stolen”
gold; aoal, tlmber, furs and factory eqpipment, is egaid to amount to 225 million
‘rublﬂﬂ 1'“ gnld’ L Foewn, L it w T T an . A - ot
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Following a lull in the perennial drive ageinst shortcomings in industry and
‘agriculture, occasioned by the 19th All~-Union Communist Party Congress, the
pregsure hss been resumed all along the line. Agricultursl propsganda is
diffuse in character. Some attention is focused on cotton-growlng which is
sald to reveal weak spots here and there despite the clsim of overall plan
fulfillment. Simllar weaknesses are attributed to the sugar-beet industry.
Farm labor organization, stockbreeding and mechanization of agricultursl work
are stlll treated as problems crying for solution.

Criticlsm of industrisl actiwities in the period under review is limited in
volume. Msnagerial dishonesty is regarded as one of the major shortcomings
slated for elimination. Labor efficiency on the whole 1s still apparently
considered unsatisfactory despite the quarterly and other statistical reports
showing fulfillment of the "plapned" increesse. These claims, however, are made
somewhet less than suthentic by the repeated officiel reminder that streamlined
industriel production as envisaged by the end of the current Five Yesr Flan
will require gt least another igﬁ rise iz lebor produativity.
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