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AGRICULTURE

Discussion of agricultural statute violations accounts for a substential part of the
output en agriculture. Although, ac one paper puts it, the interests of the State
are idemtieal with those of the collective farmers, statute violations have not yet
been stamped out, In & long RADYANSKA UKRAINA article on the subject (31 July),
scientist Radchenko dizcusses agricultural erimes from the Marxian viewpoint, and
says that one of the explamations for the mertioned felonies in the rural areas are
the surviving private-property attitude® (privatno-vlasnytski perezhytky) ameng the
farmers and "the political fmmaturity® (politychna nezrilist) of the officials. (What
the gcientist doeg not make clear, howaver, is how such private-property ideas could
have survived smong farm workers, the majority of whom were born or educated under
the Soviet regime.) Radehenko also hints at a "similarity of interests" between the
State and the Individual colleetive farmers, a circumstence which should theoretically
eliminate statule violations, but he does not pursue the theme. On the other hand,
he Inveighs against the liberal wititude toward criminal fermers which, he says,
encourages further crimes: “Unpunished statute violstions set & very bad example for
other farmers" (Bezkarne porushuvamnya Statutu podaye duzhe poganyi pryklad inshym
kolgospnikem). The extent of the theft of public property in the Ukraine may be
Jjudged from the exsmple of Zhitomir Oblast alone, ae cited by Radchenko. The fodlow-
ing properties, it iz revealed, have been racovered and returned to their rightful
owners between 1 January 1951, and 1 July 1952: )

CPYRGHT

140.9 hectares of land, 1,350 head of various
types of cattle, 10,988 fowl end 10 buildings.
Reclaimed alsc were large Qquantities of Iumber,
produce, fodder and over 360,000 rubles in cash.

Ukrainian version:

Zemli~~140.9 ga, pogolivya khudoby riznykh
vydiv--1.350 goliv, ptylsi--10,988 shiuk,
hudivel--10. Povernutn bulo begato lisomaterialiv,
riznykh produktiv, furazhm i groshey ponad 360
tysyach karbovantaiv,

Shady collective farm operationz in Sumy Oblast are discussed in a Sumniy dispatch
carried by RADYANSKA PRAVDA om 2 August (noil broadcast). What unscrupulous leader-
ship and mismanagement can do to sgriculture, says the author, may be seen by comparing
the operations of the two neighboring enlarged collective farms, Ilyich and Lenin, in
Lipova Dolina Rayon. The Ilyich farm with 2,100 hectares of land managed to get an
ineome of 1,031,000 rubles in 1951, while the Lenin farm which owns &n area of 2,150
hectares was barely able to account for 302,547 rubles during the seme period. The
reason for this diserepancy is vary simple, says Sumniy: in one farm the statute isg
rigidly observed while in the other the officiels are running emok. Public pastures
are used for privately-owned cattle, and certain socialist properties are in the
habit of vanishing without & trace. In & third collective farm, the Kirov, the
chairman is said to "have drowned his authority in vodka® (vtopyv u goriltsi sviy
avtorytet), and the result is even a smaller income than in the above-nemed ferms.
But the drunken chairmen, the article concludes, is still in power and still "issues
orders! (daye komandu).

CHERNOMORSKA KOMUNA (7 August) insiste on severe punishment for those 'who infringe
the basic law" of kolkhoz life. The interests of the State, says the paper,
f'eoincide! with the general welfare of the people, and only utter ignorance of the
country's social structure may explair the theft of collective farm property which
undernines the vitality of the kolkhoz system. There is no reference to any specific
places or organizations, but the paper’s editorial strictures appear to apply to
Odessa Oblast as a whole, The official attitude toward the continuing incidence of
agriculturel crime is expressed in a gquotation from Stalin who said that
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CPYRGHT the thief whic steals the people's property and
yndermines the irterests of the national economy
is the sewme & & 30y and a traitor, if not worse.

A sumarized BADYANSKA UKRAINA editorial (7 August) says that whatever the object of
concentration iz at any given moment, the Soviet people must always bear in mind that
the agricultural statute is "the immoveble cornerstone of the Soviet system." The
protection of socialist property musi therefore take precedence over every other
agpect of agricultural activities, and all the efforts of the Party, Komsomol and trade
union organizetions must be directed toward Yeducating” the fermers in that spirit.
There is no further amplification of this point.

An artiele by Chernichenko and Ryaboklyach carried by PRAVDA on 30 July (not broadcest)
lists six Ukrainian oblasis where grein losses are stlll anchecked. They ares
Kirovograd, Poltava, Kiev, Odesss, Voroshilovgrad and Nikolayev. Losses, says the
article, have already been incurred through the flattening of the grain crops by the
slements (polegshiy khleb, litarslly "downed grain"). This situstion could have been
remedied to some extent if all the harvesters were equipped with stalk-lifting attach-
mentes., But this, says Chernichenko, is not being done and the losses continue to
multiply, amounting in zome places to 100 pounds per hectare. Grain losses are alsc
3aid to bz sustained in transit where the grain is not sufficiently guarded. Another
gource of agricultural weakness in the mentioned oblests is the inefficient utilization
of the combine harvesiers., Technical defects keep a large mumber of them off the
fields while the productivity of those in operation is often below average. In Odessa
Oblast, for example, the average outpit per combine is 80% of the prescribed norm,
while jn Kiroveograd Oblast the daily performance i3 even lower--only 4.2 hectares per
machine,

Odessa Oblast is also the object of eriticism by RADYANSKA UKRAINA of 1 August. The
first in the Republic to bagin harvesting, the oblast is now reported to be among the
gslowest, with only 39.3% of the total grein crops harvested by 25 July. Unfortunately,
says the editorisl; Odessa iz mot alene in the Republic., Kirovograd, Nikolayev,
Stalino, Kiev and a mumber of other unnamed oblasits are not much better. Although
between 75% and 90% of the cultivated ares is to be harvesied by machinery, under the
1952 plan, the actual performsrce in the menfioned oblasts is not anywhere near those
figures, In Kiev Oblast, for example, the combine-harvesied area amounts to 11.7%

of the total, in ¥irovograd 17.7% and in Stalinc 30.8%., Tdle machinerv inefficient
utilization ot working equipment snd failure to pravent grain losses by

employing stalk-raising devices (kolosopidiymach) have combined to produce a gituation
requiring drastic measures:

CPYRGHT It iz a sad faet that ... only 33.6% of the grain
caltures have heen harvested in the Ukraine,
despite the fact that harvesting was started al-
most thres weeks ago.

Ukrainian versiong
Khiba ne povchalnym ye toy fakt, sheho ... po

Ukraini zibrano tilky 33.6% posiviv koloskovykh,
khoch zhryva vzhe tryvayut mayzhe try tyzhni.

Criticism of familiar ‘echnical breakiowns, idle machinery and excessive grain losses
is contained in a KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PHAVIA =ditorial of 5 August. ZEvery combine
operator must know, the paper insist®. that barvesting without grain-catching devices
or above the preseribed height from the ground will entall incalculable losses.

None of these regulations iz said to be followed by many collective farms in
Aktyubingk Oblast. Reference ie mede also 1o cases when the harvested grain is dumped
on the ground which hes not been prepared properly for it, and much of the grain
deteriorates before it is removed. A short report from Stavropol (5 August) says that
the krai Party Committee had to call a spseisl session to devise means of fighting
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sgaingt grain losses throughout the Krai. No turther inrormetion is offered on the
point except for the rewsri that in sddition to the vsiruggle against grain losses,”
something will bave to be done alsc aboul intensifying the harvesting tempo in
general which is still mueh too alow. STAVROPOLSKAYA FRAVIA (5 August) says that the
irresponsible attitude of the management toward equipment and work in general is
responsible for "the serious delays" in harvesting in a number of rayons, particularly
in Novo-Alexandrovekiy, Voroshilovekiy, Pmitrievskiy, Krylovskiy and Blagodarnenskiy.
Whet is more, the rayon Party leaders “are not taking decisive action" to improve the
utilization of harvesting facilities. The paper urges the setting up of "a daily
control system!" (sistema poveednevmogo ¥onirolya) whereby the performance of every
man and machine could be supervised.

RADYANSKA DONETSHCHINA states (7 August) that despite the decision of the Ukrainian
Communist Party thet the land set aside for winter crops be plowed up not later than
30 days before the start of the autumn sowing campaign, & mumber of rayons in Stalino
Oblast have not yet advanced beyond the initial stage of preparations., There is very
1ittle time left before the smotumn snwing, says the paper, tut the leadership of
Pervomaiskiy, Yemskiy, Selidovskiy and Krasnoarmeiskiy rayons seems not to be aware
of it. Socislist competition for high-quality plowing has not been orgenized, the
hourly work schedule for machine operators has not been introduced and "large-scale
political work" among the farmers is not even contemplated., Such a situation, the
paper concludes, will not be tolerated any further, and it "strongly urges" the
appropriate officisls to do something without delay.

RADYANSKA UKRATNA admits (8 August) that the problem of winter crop sowing is still
awaiting solution *in the majority of oblasts." lLarge-scale planting is scheduled to
begin in Chernigov, Sumy, Kiev ard Knerkov Ohlests within & few days but only part of
the winter crop area has bsen piowsd up. Cuosrnigov, which was the first oblast in the
Republie to begin winter planting, can account for only 27% of the plowing plan.
lagging behind in their winter plowing aiso are Kherson, Nikolayev, Odessa and "some
other¥ noblasts of the Ukraine. Iv most of them technical unpreparedness is said te
be the chief obstacle %o betier progress, but "thoughtlessness,® "lack of initiativen
and Yirresponsible attitude" and similar deseriptive phraseology is repeatedly used
in the paper's critieisms

CPYRGHT " Many tractors ars idle or work only one shift
per day. The kolkhoz draft aninal stock is not
being utilized for plowing.

Radio discussion of other asgeicultural activities, such as fodder procurement, cotton
picking, vegetable gathering and others is reduced to & minimm. Mention of them is
mede in context of the current grain harvesting. KRIMSKAYA PRAVDA (5 August) lists
four rayons where the fodder situation is so bad as to jeopardize the progress of the
cattle industry in the coming winter. In one of them, Krasnoperekopsk Reyon, the
haymowing plan has been fulfilled by only 16% and the silaging plan is being "carried
out most unsatisfactorily." One of the reasons for this near-chaotic situation, as
the paper terms it, is thet many haymowing machines firemain out of ection' with en
indifferent mansgement just locking on. Another is that many machine-tractor stations
#rail to carry out the terms of their agreemenis with the kolkhn7zea .,.."" A broadcast
from Rogtov (9 August) quotes MOLOT as declaring that the stockpiling.of fodder in
the oblagt leaves much +o be desired. In Romanovskiy Rayon, for example, the hay-
mowing plan has been fulfilled by oniy 40%, and etill less progress has been made 1in
coping with the ensilage storage plan--33% of the target. A #particularly bad job"

ig being done also by Orlovskiy, Morozovskiy and several other rayons.

A report from Tashkent (8 Augus’t\ gpeaks of the appeal made t0 Uzbek women by
Moskanove, deputy chairman of ihe oblast Executive Committee, to speed up cotton
picking and save gome of the crops rrom deteriorating in the fields. 1In some
distriets she says, the cobton crope are whackward in development®™ and the situation
is becoming alarming. Without referring to the nature of the failings, Moskanova
appeals to the cotton farmers %o Meorrect the mistakes which have already been allowed
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to ocour.® KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVIA asserts editorially (9 August) that the struggle
for cotton in the southern cblagts of the Repuhlic hag Yrecently slackened.® Crop
maintenance in South Kazakhstan ard Dzhambul Oblasts appears to exist largely on
paper: irrigation schedules are noit followed, most of the cotton plantations are
overgrown with weeds while crop-maintenance brigades are being used for other work.
The Ypremature drying off of the cotton crop" (prezhdevremennays podsushka
¥hlopchatnika), says the paper, "threstens to inflict serious losses" to the kolkhozes
and the State,

Following are excerpts from some of the other broadcasts on agriculture, in
chronologieal order, received during the period under review:

July 30--The work of the advanced kolkhozes, however, camnnct hide the low rate and
bad quality of harvesting work in mozt of ... the oblast. This applies above all to
Tyshkivskiy, Malovyskovskiy, Dobrovelychkovskiy end Rivnyenskiy rayons (KIROVOGRAD-
SKAYA PRAVDA).

July 31-=In & number of rayons in our oblast, the practice of conducting work in
separate gtages is still persisting. In these rayons the utilization of machines ...
labor power and other resources is very unsatisfactory (CHERNQMORSKA KQMUNA).

August 1--In a number of placea the Bolshevik struggle for the preservation of the
fruit erop dces not meke itself felt, The struggle sgainst fruit pests is organized
in an unsatisfactory manner ... (KRYMSKAYA PRAVDA).

August 6--,,. the directors of the legging sovkhozes must become fully conscious of
their personal regponsibility for providing vegetables, and must immediately correct
the existing situation (SOTSIALISTICHESKIY DONBAS).

August 6--Some kolkhozes of the oblast have not organized properly the tobacco
harvesting campaign. One of the wost serious reasons for the lag in tobacco harvest-
ing is the poor organization of labor ... harvesting with both hands is practically
not practiced at all (KRYMSKAYA PRAVDA).

PARTY ACTIVITIES

The Party organizations of {he Western Ukrainian oblasts do not show great enthusiasm
about training and promoting local people to posts of Party leadership, says RADYANSKA
UKRAINA editorially on 30 July. Nor are they too eager to advance women to executive
positions. Such an attitude, ssays thes paper, is frowned upon by the Central Commitiee
of the Ukrainian Communist Party. which on previous occasions has emphasized the
importance of training and selecting Party and other leaders from smong the local
population. 0ddly enough, the paper provides no inkling of the reasons behind the
prevalent reluctance to promote local people, though it 1s somewhat more specifie
about the reported diserimination against women:

There are many shortcomings in the matter of
promoting local women cadres. The Party organiza-
tiong are still not attaching enough importance to
them, are not enlisting their active participation
in social and political life and are afraid to
promote them to leading positions.

Ukrainian version:

Bagato nedolikiv u vysuvanni mistsevykh zhino-
chykh kadriv. Partiyny organizatsii shche malo
pratsyuyut z nymy, ne zaluchayut ikh yak slid do
aktyvnogo gromadsko-politychnogo zhyttya, boyatsya
vysuvaty na kerivni posty.
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In Drogobych Oblast alone, the aditorial asserts. the overwhelming mejority of

officials have come from other paris of the country, and all the local population

has produced are six Executive Cormittes secretaries and nine deputy chairmen. A

aimilar situation is noted mlso in Stanislav, Ternopol, Volhyn and Rovno Oblasts.

A hint that the ideological element may have something to do with the lack of

confidence in the population of the recentliy-ennexed areas is contained in the paper's

rebuke to overzealous local officiale who "have nc dssire to treat the local people

with patience” (nemayut bazharwye terpelyvo "povozytysys! s nymy). Whet the local CPYRGHT
population in effect needs is a larger dose of proper orientation:

We must congtantly raise the political and
ideologicel level of our work with the cadres,

by trainipg them in the spirit of flaming Soviet
patriotism, socialist internationalism and love

for the Great Russian pecple .... We must encourage
a feeling of hatred for ... Ukrainian bourgeois
nationalists ... an irreconcilable attitude toward
any manifestations of hostile ideology.

Ukrainian versions

Treba nevoynno pidnosyty riven ideino-politychnoy
roboty z kadramy. vykhovuyuehy ikhv dusi polumyanogo
radyanskogo patriotyzmu i sotslalistychnogo inter-
natgionalizma, labovi do velykoge rosiyskogo narodu ...
pryshehepliuvaty kadrsm pochuttya nenavysti do ...
akrainskykh burzhuaznykh natsionalistiv ... neprymyrenns
gtaviemmya do bud-yakikh proyaviv vorozhoy ideodlogii.

More attention to loeal people by the Party in ILithusnia is urged also in an unsigned
PRAVIDA artiele of 5 August (not bromdecast). It has been revealed at a recent session
of the Central Commitftee of the Lithusnian Communist Party that, just as in the
Ukraine, far too few women ars promotad to responsible Party, Soviet or agricultural
poste. Nor is the local youth given a fair chance to participate in the political
and gocial life of the Republic. As is the case in the Ukraine the paper counsels
moderation in the treatment of local women and youth who are said te require more
politieal enlightermert in view of the continued manifestations of bourgeois
nationalist tendencies. It is also pointed out that some of the Lithuanian Party
and Soviet officials themselves, as in Shaula! Oblast for exemple, “are showing slow
ideological development! (slabo raslut v ideinom otnoshenii). Passing refsrence is
made also to the Ygrave shortecomings in the teaching of the basic principles of
Marxism-Leninism® (krupnie nedostatki v prepodavanii osnov Marxizma-ILeninizma) in the
Republic's univeraities asz well as in the Academy of Sciences, This theme, however,
iz not pursued beyond the quotation of the vague assurences of one Party official that
all the mentioned shortcomings will be remedied. ‘

The current Party election-and-reporting meetings (otchetno-vybornie sobrania) are
the subject of editorial discussion by RADYANSKA UKRATNA (5 August) and PRAVDA
(11 August). Violetions of intrapsrty democracy, as noted in certain parts of
Volhyn and Poltava Oblasts, says RADYANSKA UKRAINA, will inevitably lead to the
deterioration of all other Party ~ctivities. The leaders who persistently ignore
the voice of the Party masses, it deciares, have no place in the Soviet scheme of

things:

CPYRGHT

The incorrigible tureaucrats and haughty adminis~
trators who have broken away from the Party masses,
who are deaf to eritieism *rom below and are crudely
violating +the spirit of friendship and intraparty
demogracy must not be allowed to hold leading posts
in Party organizations,
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Ukrainian version:

Mepoprawni burekraty i zarozumili administratory,

yaki vidirvalys vid partiynykh mas, ne pryslukhayutsys
do krytyky spyzu, grubo porushuyut kolegialnist, voutri-
partiyny demokratiu--ne povwmni huty dopughcheni do
kerivoykh partiyrykh organiv.

Criticism from below, says FRAVDA, is the most effective weapon of dealing with Party
bureaucrats, the sworn eremies of the organization. To discourage such criticism
¥would be tantamount to destroying the independent activity" of the Party committees.
The election-and-reporting meetings, says the paper, have revealed numerous Iinstances
of intraparty demoeracy violation, on the one hand, and unwarranted Party interference
in economic affaire, on the other. Cited in this connection {8 the case of the Oktiabr
Rayon Party Committee (Sverdlovsk Oblast) whoese officials appear to be more interested
in running someone selse's hLusiness than in tending to their own Party affairs. (The
nemes of the officials in question are not mentioned.)

A Kuzmenko report from Zianchurinsky Rayon, Chkelov Oblast, (4 Auguet) speaks of
ecomplicity between local Party and ofther officials 4o suppresg criticism from below
by branding ary complaint against high-handed administration as "intrigues against
the leadership® (klyauzy na rukovodstvo). The chairman of a collective farm in the
mentioned rayon, who had "compremised himself? Auring his previous temure of office,
insisted on being renominated for the same post. Voted down by the majority of the
Communists at an election-and-reporting meeting, he enlisted the aid of his friend,
the first secretary of the rayon Pariy Committee, who overruled the votes end had
him "reelected®™ as kolkhoz chairman. Strange as it may seem (kek ni stranno), con-
cludes the dispatch, the Chkalov Oblsat Party Committes which is well aware of the
{ncident %is not reacting +o the crude violation of intraparty democracy."

Corfect Party lea’srship (praviinoye partiynoye rukovodstvo), acsording to Kuznelsor's
article in PRAVDA (7 August, not hrondeast ) means effective supervision and guldance
without direct interference. This ir said to epply equally to econcmic edministration
and in the field of art and musiec. The Odesse Philharmoric Soclety is mentiocned as a
cage in point: 1lack of proper Party supervision nas resulted in the deterioration of
its orchestral, choral and concert hnll performance. The unsatisfactory level of the
soclety's activities, says the suthor, may be explained ty the fact that the Odeass
Party Yhas lost sight" of this form of sociel endeavor. Criticiem and self-critieism,
for exsmple, which are the sine gua non of progress anywhere 'are not popular® (ne v
pochete) emong the Communist and non-party members of the society. Cheracteristic

of the relations among the various actors, musiciens and literary ceritice of the
Wfilarmonia® are "overlooking one enother's raults and whitewashing grave failures
and errors" (vzaimnoye smnistirovanie i zemazyvanie krupnykh promakhov i oshibok).
This situation, however, is nct beyond repair, according to Kuznetsov; it merely
requires a more discriminate approach to the Soviet Intelligentsis on the part of the
Party. Only wise Party guidence, it is pointed out, will help the society eliminate
cheap and vulgar performances" {nizkoprobnie i poshlie proizvedenia) from its
repevtory, end will meke it unnecessary for the sctors to indulge in "uncalled for
extemporizations" (otsebyetina).

Listed below are some of the other shortcomings in Party activities mentioned in
broadeasts during the period reviewed:

30 July--In Sevastopol, Kerch, Dzhenkoy, Primorskoye and other rayons shortcomings
exist in the preparation and carrying out of election-and-reporting Party meeitings.

(KRYMSKAYA PRAVDA)

31 July--Some Perty committees and primery Party organizations are assuming functions
outside their field of activity, belonging to administrative organs «. « (CHERNQMORSEA

KQIUNA) .
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1 August--The first secretaries of the rayon Party commistees musth personally
supervige the rayon press and watch the qualily of the aswspapers (RAZAKHSTANSKAYA

PRAVDA).

6 August--Certain propagandists have not understood the importance of the study
circles of a higher type ... they have not been able to organize studies according o
the recommended works of Ienin and Stalin and the "Shcrd History of the Bolshevik
Party." (Skobeltsyne, in Ulkrainian)

=

8 Avgust--In some Party organs the leading Committee officials are not taking an
active part in the solution of imporiant problems. Some Party leaders are trying
to avold personal responsibility. This is a wrong attitude to take ... (NADNEPRYANSEA
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