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"Fokyo, Oct. 17. Reports that the Soviet Union is feverishly rushing to compie-
tion a vast, ispregnable underjround airfield as protection against the atomin bomb
were confirmed today by a demotilized Japanese soldier who ascaped recently fioxz the
Soviet project in the Vladivosick arez. .

ngccording to the soldier, the underground airigield is located in the wooded
country five miles east of Imn which is located halfway between Vladivostok iwd

—vebarovak on the Soviet-Mansiarian bordsr. The Sowiets have impressed 50,000 persune - -

on this gigantic undertaking vhich lies at the eastern end of Pinkiang provinwe and
parallela the Ussuri railway. dJapanese prisoners, both men and wonen, have buen pud
to work on the project. ‘

"last year, a large number of (erman prisoners were brought to the site, the
majority of them being skilled workmen and technicians. The Japanese were emyloyed us
day laborers and 16,000 have succumbed in the past six menths to the rigors ol forom:d
lsbor.

"The object of the under;round airfield is to afford protection against atomia
bombs. This fortress is beliewsd to be the first of its type yet undertaken anywhar:
in the world. Its installatiins and facilities are many, including various kangars,
fuel depots, repair and works'ops. The field is able to accommodate 2,400 pimea.

9Phe entire airfield, built so as to sllow maximum maneuverability, contiins
80 runways. The vastness of the fortress can be imagined by the fact that it takes
about 8 hours every day to deliver food to the workmen employed in the project. Woric
men were drafted to complete this extensive undertaking- It appears that with the
completion of the Iman air fortress viedivostok will be relegated te secondary iuper baris . ®
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