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RECENT HEMP PRODUCTION SITUATION IN CHINA

Hemps are abundant in China. Seme ef the hemps preduced include ramie, hemp,
Jute, flax, Chinese jute, agave, plantain and repe hemp.

Jutes and ramies are prewn in Yangtze River and Pearl River basins, hemps and -
Chinese jutes in plains ef Nerth China, flaxes in river basins ef Sungari and ‘
Heilungkiang, agaves and plantains in trepical er sub-trepical regiens such as in
Kwantung Province and repe hemps in plateaus ef nerthwest Chinae.

China preduces abeut 30% ef the werld supply ef ramie, which is eften referred

te as the China grass. In recent years, China has expanded the cultivatien ef jutes,

Preductien Increase after Liberatien

Hemp weaving industry ef fermer China was quite inactive altheugh there has
been an abundant supply ef hemp materials. Hewever, a pelicy ef develeping natural
and synthetic fibres was adepted after the liberatien. An emphasis was placed enr
cultivatien ef hemps and the development ef hemp fibre industry.

An increase #n preductien ef hemps has been carried eut threugh greater acre-
age, referm in cultivatien techniques, raising superier quality and preducing great-
er yield per acreage. The preductien increased greatly. In 1956, jute increased
3.9 times, hemp 2.9 times, Chinese jute 3.06 times and flax 1.6 times ever the best
level attained prier to the liberatien. The ameunt ef jute preduced in 1949 was
37,000 tens. In 1958, the ameunt increased te 310,000 tens er 8.37 times. Ramie
and flax clethe increased frem 10,190,000 meters in 1949 te 35,000,000 meters in

1957 and was planned te increase further te 45,550,000 meters by 1959. After the
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three successive years ef calamity, an acreage in 1963 was increased: 6,667 ha

fer jute, 8,667 ha fer ramie and 2,667 ha fer hemp ever the previeus year. An
yield fer ramie and hemp increased by 20% and jute and ethers by 10% fer the same
peiied. It is quite evident that the further increase ef hemp is being carried
eut althoﬁgh there has net beem a statistic since te shew it. It can be seem frem

the LOF increass in the hemp fibre preducts during 1965.

Chinese Ramie Helding Werld's Ne.l Pesitien

Ramie is an indigéneus preduct ef China, which preduces abeut 80% ef the werld's

supply. It is cultivated frem Hai-nan-tae in the seuth te the seuthern part ef
Shensi Prevince te the nerth; héwever, 70% of the ramie is grewn principally in
Kiangsi, Hupeh, Hunan and Szechuan. Ameng these previnces, Hupeh preduces the

largest ameunt.

Grewing ef 8 superier brand including the Ta=-yeh-lu have increased. Hupeh alene

raised 17,000 ha ef Ta-~yeh~-lu in 1957.

Mest netewerthy in ramie grewing are the successful ramie seed prepagatien
experiment and the manufacture ef "Chung-ma 63-1 ramie peeler' by the Hunan Hemp
Research Institute. Ramie has been censidered peremnial and peeling was by hands.
A meu ef ramie frem . natural perennial reets preduces 5- 10 meu but it is slewer
and mere costly. Roots must be transplanted te a new planting area and the hand
peeling requires skill béﬁfﬁard laber and the efficiency is very peer.

Ramie seed prepagatien methed is well received in Hunan. Fer axample in 196L,
a test planting ef 500 meu (35 ha) in Liu-yang w2 8 a cemplete success. Tgere were

m ovC
,than eneugh young shoets when these were transplanted te 7,500 meu (500 ha) in
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surmer. Abeut 1/3 was ready fer harvest in August. The yield was 6 - 7.5kg
per meu. Secend harvest was ready in Octeber. A study shewed that 500 g of
seeds preduces 1 mdu of sheets, which can be transplanted te 30-40 meu. The
cest ef transplanting per meu is 2-3 yuan which is less than 1/5 ef the ameunt
required fer reets planting (Kuang-ming Jih-pae, 7 Dec 196L).

Peeling of ramie requireé skill but the ameunt peeled is small and censumes
1/3 ef the preductien cest. The discevery ef "Chung-ma 63-1 peeler" deuble er
triple the efficiency and can be eperated by an eld persen er by & child (Kuang~
ming Jih-pas, 7 Dec 196kL).

Seme ofﬁfamie facteries includes Kuang-cheu Ramie Planb, censidered te be
the largest in Asia (20,000 spindles, preduces ever 20,000,000 meters annually),

Chu-cheu Ne.lL Ramie Plant and the Tu~yun Spinning Plant (Kweichew).

Expansien ef Jute Growing Area

Jute is the mest abundant of all hemps in China. It is grewn mainly in
Chekiang, Kwangtung, Kiangsi, Hunan and Kiangsu previnces lecated seuth ef the
Yangtze River. Over 50% of the tetal subply is grewn in Chekiang but the Natienal
Hemp Special Work Conference designated Hunan, Kiangsi, Kwangtung and Kwangsi Chuang
Autenemeus Regien as vital areas fer increasing jute preduction. Hupeh and Anhwei
have alse started greowing jute.

Chekiang has always been the largest jute grewing prevince in China and yet
centinues te make spectacular gains. Fer axample, Hsiae-shan Hsien, which preduces

" 60% of the jute in Chekiang, made a remarkable gain through premeting mechanizatien

of drainage and irrigation systems, electrificatien, selecting better grade plants, -
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ratienal crep retatien and cleser planting, impreving sewing methed and impreving

the field management. In 1963, this hsien cultivated 12,700 ha ef jute. 4 tetal
yield and an average yiéld per unit ef area surpassed these of the previeus year.

An average yield was Lj00-500kg per meu er over three times that of the pre-liberationf
days., Preductien experiences gained here have been prepagated threugheut the prevince
and te ether parts ef the ceuntry.

Kwangtung Prowince is alse ene ef the principal jute grewing previnces. An
acreage in 1963 was 15,400 ha, which is 60% greater than the previeus year. This
prevince preduces appreximately 25% ef the tetal and the growing area was further
increased te 17,000 ha in 1965,

The Kwangtung Prevince Agricultural Science Institute develeoped twe new strains
of jutes calded "Yueh-yuan Ne.L" and "Yueh-yuan Ne.5", which are resistant te anthr-
acnese disease and give greater yield. Tpese can be sewn early but de net flewer
teo soon. They are not enly resistant te anthracnese hut can withstand streng wind.
They have thicker barks and firmer inside. An experimental grewing shewed that
the average yield frem these new plants was 15-20% greater than the existing types
and, of ceurse, K these newer types made better quality fibres because of their resis-
tance te anthracnese disease.

Warm climate of Kwangtung is suitable fer grewing jutes but the elder types

when sewn early causes early flewering and fructifies befere growing tall eneugh;
therefere, the quantity &f barks is small. However, an early sewing is necessary
because a delay in harvest seasen weuld cause a delay in planting ef late rice.

Furthermere, the elder types are susceptible te anthracnese which can hit as much

as 1% ef the crep. This disease develeps when fertilizer is required and the use
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of nitregen fertilizer increases the growth ef this disease. The twe new strains

developed by the Kwangtung Prevince Agricultural Science Institute have a very lew

gusceptdbility ef enly 1- 2%,and.since they are strenger against winds, they are
suitable fer grewing in sea shere regiens (NCNA 21 Mar 1966).

Very little jute was preduced in Hupeh Promince in the past, but in 1965, abeut
900 ha was cultivated in 42 hsiens and 13 state eperated farms along the rivers and
lakes. W¥ield averaged 250kg per 1/15 ha. Seme achieved an yield ef 350 kg/imeu.

Anhwei Prevince started on a large scale cultivatien ef 3,300 ha in 1965 and
produced a geod result. Fer axample, Huai-yuan Hsien harvested an average of 250kg
of jute per meu frem L4OO ha ef land. An acreage has been fleubled for 1966 in
Anhwei.

‘Abeut 1,000 ha ef jute was grewn aleng the sheres ef Tung=~t'ing Lake in
Hunan Prevince.,

In line with the expansien of jute cultivatien, Chekiang Hemp Spinning Plant
was built in Chekiang Prevince fellewed by Nan-ch'ang Ne.l and Ne.2 Hemp Spinning
Plants in Kiangsi Prevince and the Chang-cheu Hemp Spinning Plant in Fukien Prevince.
The jute spinning facilities increased frem 22,858 spindles and 966 weaving machines
in 1949 te 33,468 spindles and 1,469 weaving machines in 1956. The preductien ef

jute bags increased frem 9,730,000 in 1549 te 115,000,000 in 1958.

Growing ef Other Hemps

Hemps are growm in nertheast, nerth, seuthwest, seutheast and east China.

Shansi Prevince cultivated 11,200 ha in 1963. On 15 September 1963, 505 tens
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(3.4 times more than 1962) were purchased and abeut 70% ef the preducts were
rated grade 3 eor better. Hemp preductien in Shantung Prevince in 1963 was deubled
frem the previeus year and ever 607 were rated either grade 1 er 2. Anhwei Prevince .
cultivated 5,300 ha during 1964. Hemps frem Hansu Prevince are superier in quality.-
Fibres are leng and white and have a lewer Pgluey" characteristic and are streng. \
An avergae yield per unit ef area in 1965 wgs more than deuble that ef 196k,

Flax is grown in celder climates of nertheast, Inner Mengelia and nerthwest
part of Chima. Flax growing areain Heilungkiang Prevince was increased by 3,300
ha in 1964. Flax weawving industry is censidered ene ef the newer enterprises ef
the liberated China. Newly established plants included Harbin Flax Spinning Plant
in nertheastern district and A-ch'eng Flax Raw Material Plant and Hu-lun Flax
Raw Material Enginee;ing Plant in Heilungkiang Prevince,

In additien, a grewing ef agave and plamtain is stressed in seuthern China.
Fer axample, an area fer grewing ggave was increased by 2,300 ha (ever 30%) in
Fukien Prevince during 1965.
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CHINA A 0492 HSIU SHAN 30 10 N 122 10 E
Spraying hemp plants at Kua-1li People's Commune. |

I
Confidential (8-10-15-24) CIA 1133991
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25X1 CHINA | | TU-sHAN 25 50 N 107 32 E
Checking results of close-planting ramie. |
Confidential (8-24) CIA 1133994
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CHINA B 0495 TA-CHU HSIEN 30 48 N 107 15 E
Agricultural high school st ts on Tung-liu People's Commune study

ramie-growing techniques.
Confidential

(8-10-24) CIA 1133995

Approved For Release 2003/12/03 : CIA-RDP78-04546A003100080006-6




Approvéd For'Release 2003/12/03 : CIA-RDP78-04546A0031000800p86-6

ILLEGIB

ILLEGIB

CLA 133995

ILLEGIB

Approved For Release 2003/12/03 : CIA-RDP78-04546A003100086866-6




pproved For Release 2003/12/03 : CIA-RDP78-04546A003100080006-6
4 T . >

t

CHINA D 0493 YANG-HSIN HSIEN 29 50 N 115 10 E
Workers of Pai-sha People's Commune fertilizing ramie plants.

25Xx1 [ ]  confidential (8-10-24) CIA 1133997
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