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MEMORANDUMN FOR: Deputy Director/Support

SUBJECT : Higtory of the CIA Cornerstone Box

Following the symbolle placing of the Cornerstone Box at the
leying of the CIA Corperstone by the President of the United States,
Duight D. Eisenhower, on 3 Nowember 1959, the box was rezoved from
its piteh and teken into custody until such time asz the Cornerstone
was permanently emplaced. At that time, the Cornerstone Box contained
only that material whieh was listed In tke progrsm of the Ceremony,
uminus the miercvfilm of the newspapers of 3 November, the tape recording
of the Cornerstone Ceremony, and the photographs of that oecasion.

2. Despite the Director's jJoking remark to the President (recorded
on the tape) that the contents of the Box were "seeret", there were no
cliassified docvments in the Cornerstone Fox. Prior to the ceremony,
careful consideration had been given to the documents which were to be
included in the Box. After eonsultation with the Deputy Directors and

the Inspestor (lemeral, Mr. Walter Pforzheimer, the Curator of the CIA
Histcrical Intelligence Collection, had drawn up a list of proposed
materials for inclusion in the Box, subjeet to the approval of Mr. Dulles,
Joeluded on the liat were a consideruble mumber of elmssified documents,
largely i{n the field of Bational Estimetes. It was fimally determined
not to include any elzssified meteriasnl in the Cornerstone Box at the
time of the Ceremony, and that the whole sublect of claseified contents
should be held in abeyance until it could be determined what degree

of sontroi the Securiiy Offiece vould heve over the new building whén

the box wus finelly put into the Correrstone. Late in September 1960,
the contractore advised that they were virtually at the polnt when

they would desire to lay the Coraerstone permenently. At that time,

the econtents of' the Cornerstone Box were reconsidered, and the ICI

mece a finsl determination thet 1t should contain no ¢lassified muterial.
&t the request of the Office of the DDF, there was added to the ¢ ntents
of the Box thore medals whieh are awexrded for distingulshed servi 2

in the field of intelligence, namely: the Hational Security Medal

the Distinguished Intelligence Cross, the Distinguished Intellige :e Dlatlfll,,

the Intelligente Star, and the Intelligence Medal of Merit; toget r
with a deseription of these medals ard the certificatea whieh
smeompany them vhen avarded; and alac a copy of the Certificate ¢”
Mersit with Distinction end the Certifieat2 of Merit. The complet:
liet of the cortents of the Cornarstone Box is appended as Tadb A.

3. At this time, reconsideraticn was also given to the proy -
wreservation of the econtents of the Cornerstone Box and its ultin: (e
gealing. There had bDeen & general feelinzg that the eopper box, f ‘nished
by the srwhitects, wvas not of the desired standard. It was rzathe too
il for the contents, and its copper was not suffieciently :niek o
withstand the recessary welding of the top without seriocusly ~har ng
the papers enelosed. On the cther hand, it hed to be of the nory %
size to £it into the riche provided for it behind the Cornerilone

glap. For thes: veascns, Mr. H. Gates Llcyd, Assistant Deputy Pi° stor
Zopport, made arrangweoubs,
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- with Appifakeibhal Reiease 99T TR rdIALRDRES038 08 AROH 1OB8580 028 ,
vhose gides are about en elghth of en inch thick. The box has been
esastiucted Trom thirty pounds of ecpper. The magnetie tape recording
wf the Corperstone Ceremony end the formwal openlng of the contractors'®
hids on the building hes teen placed ia a steel box vwith a quarter inch
sheel plebe on top and botbom, and & 1/8 ineh stecl plate on the sides.
A deseription of the Cormerstone HOR and its preparation, written by
the Buremue of Stardards, is attecheld herewith as Tab B.

25X1A

| I

25X1A%2E,. - o the Zational Buresu of Standavds

cod placed the material in the Coxucrstore Box. The Box eover was

then welided into place by Burcou of Stendends cuployees. This

mroaess wee under the sopervision of George A. Ellinger, Chief of

the Gorrosion Seetlon, Kotallurgy Divisicon, Rationsl Bureau of

Seandards, 2ad H2lvin Rowenoff of his staff. Pletures of the eaevemony

uare taken. The copper btox was then buffed by Mr. Zieds, also a

Durvess enployee. InScribed on the top of the Box is an instructioan

vhich reads as follows:

25X1A9%a.

Ten

Fo Opens

Cut Cozefully Ieer Top
Do Rob Use Toreh

5. Cn 2 Kovember, Colonel L. K. White, Depubty Direcetor/Sumport,
seacmpenied by Me. Lloyd end Me. Pforgheimer, inserted the Cormersiore
Pox into its niteh, and the Cornerstonz was then lowered into plaece.
Many of the participants, vhich aiso ineluded Mr. James A. Garrison,
Director of Logisties, bir. I, Chicf of the Building 25X1A9a
Flanning 8teff, apd other merbers of their staff, as well as
reprasenitatives of the architects snd contractora, throw lucky peanies
1uto the niteh with the Pox. Fholographs were taken.

25X1A%9a

Yolter Plovdheldfer
Curstor/Bistoriesl Intelligence
Collection

COBFILDEFPTIAL
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CONTERTS OF CORMERSTONE BOX

Copy of MHemorendum for President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Major
General Williem J. Donovan, Direcior of the Office of Strategic Services,
dated 18 November 1944, regarding the establishment of a permanent
eentralizaed intelligence servies and copy of Memorandum from President
Roosewvelt to Ganerel Donovan, dated 5 April 1945, directing that
general Donovan diecuss bhis plan with the appropriate officials of the
Sovernment.

Copy of Fresident Earry S. Trumar’s Executive Letter of 22 January
1946, establishing the Hational Intelligence Authority and the Central
Intelligense CGroup. _

Statement of Ceneral (then Lisutenant General) Hoyt S. Vandenberg,
Director of Central Intelligence, before the Senate Coammitiee on Amed
Services, on 29 April 1947, in support of the sections of the propoacd
Kational Seeurity Act of 1947 to establish the Centrel Intelligence

Ageney.

A Text and Explanation of Stetutes and Executive Orders relating
gpeeifieally to the Central Intelligence Ageney, including Enabling
and Appropriations Acts for the construstion of the new CIA Buflding.

Reproduction of the CIA seal and its official deseription.

. "Williem J. Donovan and the Netional Seeurity." A speech by
Allen W. Dulles, Dirsctor of Central Intelligence, to the Brie
County Ber Association, Buffslo, Bew York, & May 1959.

Aeriml photogrephs of the area of the CIA Building site at the
time of the Cornerstone Ceremony.

Copy of the architect’s drawing of the CIA Building as it will
appear vhen eompleted.

Invitation to the ceremony, eopy of the Progrum, tape recording
of the proceedings, selected photographs of the eceremony, and eopy of
panphlet entitled "The Cornerstone Cevemony," contalning the speeches
mede on the cecasion.

A mierofilm of Washington and northern Virginie end newspapers for
3 Hovembar 1959 (the date of the ceremony), end seleeted artieles from
subsequent issues (4-6 November) concerning the ceremony.

The Fational Security Medel and the three CIA Medels, the
Distinguished Intelligence Cross, the Distinguished Intelligence Meded ,
the Intelligense Ster, and the Intelligence Medal of Merit; together
with & deseription of these medels and the certificates vhich ace
them when ewerded; end Also & copy of the Certificate of Merit with
Distinetion and the Certificate of Merit.

CIA INTESBEAL USE ONLY
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Method of Construction of Metel Boxes
m.-—_—_—_______

Used to Contain These Articles

The steol box vhich coatains the magnetic tepe was constructed
from AlS]l mmber 1020 steel. The plates for the sides, top and
dottom of the box and eover were cut to size and ell edges ground.
The seams in the box end cover were Jolned by the electric are
weld method. . |

The outer containor wes fabrieated from eopper plates whieh
vere joined by Heliare welds (inert gas tungsten arc method).

The container was lined vith esbestos paper (dried at 105°C for
48 hours), the eontents inserted in the box end the 1id vas velded
in plsce. During the opevation of sealing the im, the container
mimmdinmter_uptoomimhfmthetcp in order to
reduce the tempersture inside the box.

Frior to sealing the copper box, the same cperstiocns were
performed on & dummy box vhich coutained simd)car articles. Before
opening the box to exemine the contents, it vas totally tmmersed in
water to cﬁaek for leakage.

Thabommsmdeardaealedatthektionalﬁm'eanofsmndmso
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