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Research under Contrac , "Balloon-LTA Concept Study,” has been 25X1
exploratory in nature. results cannot be fairly evaluated at this time.

It 1s hoped, of course, that some of the new ideas, techniques, and fundsmen-

tal informstion will have their impec pability of future
povered lighter-than-air vehicles and L vhich employ air-  25X1
ships.

By propossl number 11510 of 12 September 1957, "Small Plastic Airship,” yeu

have suggested & fullow-up research effort, more epplied 4 vhich

would result in a preliminery design of a relatively small airehip 25X1
vith specified cepabilities. In a sense, therefore, the work proposed is

the first step in an overall program. The end product or objective of the

progran is envisioned as a prototype vehicle meeting the performence charac-
teristics outlined on page 3 of your proposal.

rom a consideration of it is quite obvious the pro- 25X1
totype vehicle has a very limited application. From another viewpoint,

however, the wvehi erve to demonstrate the principles conceived

under Contrac . It is thue possible for & modest | 25X1

eirehip to make a significant contribution to the area of powered lighter-
than-air vehicles and exert s pronounced effect on subsequent planning for
operational vehicles.

In viev of the above 1t is necessary at this time to consider the progream
vhich includes the prototype vehicle rather than the referenced proposal
by itself. It appears logicel that the program includes three phases which
are noted below:

a. Phage I - Preliminary Design
Research, as outlined in proposel number 11510, will be 25X1
conducted. The end product or result of this phase will be
a preliminery vehicle design.
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1 b. Phage II ~ Final Design

| T™is phose of the progrsm {s expected to include the develop-

: ment of & flying teat vehicle based on the Phase I deaign.
After Lflight tests a final design will be engineered. The

end product of this phase will be appropriate engineering
dravwings and specifications of the finsl vehicle design.

c. FPhase 1I1 - Prototype VYehicle
A full size prototype vehicle will be developed as per the
fhase 11 final design. Flight scceptance tests will be made
by the contrector to determine whether or not the vehicle
perforneence characteristice are esdequate and consistent with
the operntional charscteristica specified in the Phase I

proposal.

Prom a techaical coasiderstinu it is necessary 4o evaluate the progres outlined
above versus sther proposed progrems. It is likely that only coe &t most will
be supported in the field of powered lighter-thez-air vehicles. It is thercfore
imperative thet your best estimete of both time snd funds be mede available for
Phases Il &ad 11 outlined ebove. This informetion i3 considered essential in
an evalwation of the various progrems. This, In turn, will help determine
whether or not your propossl 11510 will be supported.

If there are any g 3 ding the i1aformation sbove pleese do not hesi-
tate to contact wme 25X1

Jincerely yours,

Cony to:

25X1




