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is a buge land and its history is, by imerican standerds,

at lesst, 2 long one, Through the study of the Russian shronieles, it is
possible to trace its development from a loosely orzanised league of city
states in the middle of the Ith century A.D., to the bezinninga of the
Hatiomel State under Ivan the Terrible in the late 16th century.

“rom this point, then, by the study of more thoroghly documentod sourcee
of history, one can trace the growth of the natiomal state through its
alternste contractions and expansions to the Jest and South, se Russia
fought almoet comtimally with Poland, Sweden, Lithuania, and Turkey, and
thrmghlits contimiing expansion to the East as Bussis thrust ite dominion
steadily easivard beyond the Urale over the sparsely settled plain of
Siberia. 4ind, finally, we arrive at the threatening Jaloams of today -
territory which is forty times the size of France or three tlmes the asime of
the United States, and which extends over onowsixth the land avea of the
globe. In this expansion, Russia has sbsorbed a multitude of diPPerent
peoples - or, to use contemporsry Jargen, a variety of ethnic groups.

All in 611, the present USSR - excluding the satelliten, ombrases vowords
of one hundred and fifty languages and dialects,

Chief of these ethnie groups is the Great Fuseians, the Slavie peopls
who 1live in the hemi'b of Russia, fanning out from Moscow, Then next in
irportance ars two other Slavic groups - the White Russlans, who dwall in
the territory bordering on Peland, snd the UWerainians, who live to the
southwest of lossow, The minor nstionalities ineoluds Poles, Rarwniana,
Iantvians, Lithmanlans, ™nns and Estondans to the Yest, !ohammedan Tertars
in the South along the Volga and in the Grimea {though most of these were
deported en rmsse to Slberia Pop collaborating with the Cermans in Vorld
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War II,) Georglams and Argenians in the Caucasus and m whole host o
racial groups 1a Siberia,

I mentien these only to show that the USSR has & host of 4ifferent
reaces, I would lﬁné to add to this the fact that these groups ave kept
rather mpm‘beﬁ, mostly for rwgmphh repgons, and that the USSR does
not yet show siges of becauing a reeial melting pot such ae we heve here
in the United States, .

Iven the Terrible started Buspds on its way and its wxy them was thet
of an Oriental country, diverced from Western Burope in both culture and
egonony. As & result, though Bussia became strong in =manpowver and in
torritory, compared to Uesterm Europe it was far behind in all prectical
elements of warfare and econofy, a state of affairs that vas comtimmlly
impressed upon it in a serles of wars with its Polish and Swedish
neighbers, This is 2 position that was very aimilar to the Russisn
situation im 1914, 28 we shall see,

Tsar Poter the Creat (Tsar is & Russian derivative from the latin
for Caessr » synonouous with emperor) who reigmed from 1682 = 1725, tried
to Hosternise Mussia in one fell swoop, Hore exnctly, he attempted to
graft Western culture and soonomy on the ezlsting Russian oculture and
econony. He modernised the army, he instituted Westerm customs in the
court, and he introduced industriel methodm, factory and mining nmethods
partioularly, from the mcre advanced luropean countries, However, at the
saze tire, he stremgthened the concept of complete obediemse of all tlasses
of peoples to the state, ani to the Tear as the repressptative of the
Stats, a conmcept opposed to the riging currents of liberal thaught Iin 18th
century Vestern Surope, In nddition, he fastensd the instituiion of
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sertdom so completaly onto the esoncmdie system that it endured to 1861
in law, and verhaps even beyond 1900 in practios,

He gave, also, a sase of schisophrenia to his neopls, a ca-e 8o
violant thit 4t showsd no signs of dininishing during the ccurse of the
Tgardom and perhops aven today, On the one hand, he srteblished in some
of the Russlans & desirs to zbsorb and emilste Fwropean mamers and moyels
almost to the roint of slavishnes: - a vory dangerous thing for & people
vho had skirpsd the Ranaiszasnce and had not been culturally repered Tor
toc mask enlightermsnt at one time, On the other, he drove many of his
pecrle to tupn their basks on European ways and to seek Fussla's solubion
in the rarpetuation of the old Slavie morals and customs, Thers has
existed since his ¢ims a strug-ls betwson the two - between the Veslerners,
those vho eyed Svrope for lsadership - and tha Slavophile - those whe
delighte!l in Puesion oustoms and thought., The balsnce of power varidd
batween these two groups. Tt is safe Yo say that from 1900 - 1517, the
Hestommers were more influentisl, Sinoce the Revolution, the dostrive
of the Slavephils have bsan in the esgondency - bearing, hnwever, the
Yestern influemce of Marx and Engels and the introduction of Westemn
mechanies of industrialization,

Petar's oystem worked well ~ in faot, it worked too vell, While Vestern
lands progrossed, undergoing the thross of inorsasing liberalism in politics,
and of the industrial vevolution, Russia rermained tiled to the systen of
Poter the Grect, Territorisl axpansion imder Cstherine the Great and the
defeat. of Hapolecn by Alexander I ceugel 1itile more thar o riprle In the
lardowvrancer! relationship that was tha buckbeone of Ruseien scolety., It
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was only after the stalenate of the Cydmean Vor that Ruselan officialdom
aweke to the faet that Russian soglaty and sconomy was cuteofejoint with tha

timas,

An enlightened ronareh, saa’:.fi:z.ghtérwd by Ruscian atandards, thet i8 -
Tear dlevandor IT, in 1861 - 1264 promulpatod a sgrdes o0 reforms thet was
intended to liveralise the slave (or mere evmotly = sexf) esonomy of the
times, In 1861, he ermnoipaied the serfs « and not only emanainsied them
tut made provisions for thelr cbtaining property, Howover, thesa rrovisionn
wers soeroely encugh for o land-hungry pecple, In the first placs, the land
wan not glven to the pmaemnts outripht — it wae given 4o & commmal soolsty
oalled the Tmir! - the village commmindty, The 'miy' then alloted lard
among the familiss 4n provortion to the number of persons in esoh fardly,
Since the land war redistriltuted each Tour - there wvas no incentive on the
rart of the Individual farmer to and for the I1and we rether, 4t was to the
adventape of ozch to axploit 1% for his owm fmmedists rrofit,

Additionslly, the land wus not aven given cutright to the tmir,!
Sines it rad to be soquired from someone In the “irst place, it was
ayproprinted from the landowners — the gentry, It wan necessary, therefove,
that the gentry be reimbursed, The government isrue! bonde, paid the land.
owners with these bonds, and lovied & tax unon the 'miy! whieh was surrosed,
if everything went well, to b= naid 4n 49 years, This he:vy tex, vhich was
in aldition to other indireqt taxes, served to keep the nomsante »nd the =iw
in a continued stnte of finanolal eollapse, The unrest which finally
culminated in the Revolution of 1917 began, 1f we ean ever say thors 1a a
definite haginning to a thing of ¢ is ¥ind w in the ddsarrointment of
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evepyone in the Emanecipation Proclamation - in the diseppointmert of the
reasant bacsuse he 414 not recelve the lend cutright and in the disappointe
mart of the pentyy beususe it wee the first overi weekening of o pleasant

and assuend way of 14fa that hed endured for centuries,

CUthap reiorms wers noteble, though rore in their intent than in thelr
accomplishments, Thers was the esteblishing of a judieisl syster anbraoing
trial by jury, of an sducational syetem, and - to a smeil extent — of a
legislative system containing the rudiments of self-government, »his latier
sonsietad of rrovineisl ard distriet Zamstva (the singuler is Zemstvo),
ecounalls slocted locsliy to supervise the administration of such thingr as
public haslith, sdueation, rouds, m-gz Alering, such things as ars done by
tie aounty afmmisaiemr in Americs todey and ere far removed from any purely
legislative syatam, Indeed, since everytiing the Zemstve Jdid wus subject to
tre will - one almost mipht say whim of the Tsar - thair vowers were so
hedred and rostriobed thet they amounted In the ead to almost nothing.
Besides, the elections were so rigred trat the mjority of repressertation
sarme fron the gentyy, DDut, 1imited as they were, they reprosented the Mrst
slectiva bodies in Russis sine: the time of Ivan the Terrible and are therefore

worthy of note,

Tsar alevander II, ths Enperor who had liberated the zerfs ard shown
the first strong indication of endightenment in any Russian Taar, wes
aggespingtod in 1881 w- the vietim of revolutionists who wers disarmointed
that his reforme had stopped short of complete liberty, It is ironie that,
at the time of tis assersination, he was engnrad in vlemg to vresent &

limited constitution to his country.
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Hls puecossor, Alexander I1II, hed no such 1iberal tendencies, Ve
turdened the land with s eemsorshin and a police rule so siringsnt that
Ruseis, in the yaars 1801 « 1905, enterad on a perdoed in which freedon of
speach and movement were no lies eiroumsoribed than thay are now under its
rrosent day rulers, 7The Dehrana (JKHRANA), the Russisn nolice forse |
attained the skill and rower that caused it to becoms the modsl for ths
Soviet Chaka, the “crerunner of the present MOV, Its skill in nenetreting
all revolutionary parties, itz powers of ax't.m—-legal arrast and adpinistretive
runishment = that 4s, of sontencing parsoms to imprisomment or exlle on |
its own initintive and without reccurse to or thraat of redrsss from he
courte, mide the CKERANA the most effisient abatbter of roaction,

Yot, with all the rustrictions imrosed unon the aontry, In the midet
of the dgtrong Xlood tlle of reaction, thers crev an inercasingly strong
covntersurrent of blttormoss and ineipient ravolution, The paarants, axespt
vhen led to revclt by leadsrs from cutaside their groun —- the Cossacks,
for instenge = had for all npactical rurposss lein passive, But Alsxnndey
11, in froeing then Pfrom perfdcm, severad their ties to their wastars and thair
bonde, 4nd Alexander TII, hostile as le w2 %o any sort of progress toward
individual liberty, pranted them the economic motives for leaving ihe land
and gathering in the oities, The subsidiss and tapiffs he hestowed unon
Industry, ihe rrect network of rallroads he constructed, called into belinp
larye gongentration of workingmen, In brfsf, under his mule, a proletariat
waz formed., The restriotions urm libarty, the low scale of living tiat this
proletariat underwent, made it restive and inasemech as this navly Zormed
nrolatariat atill rossersad clése tiss to the villares, this wariivenese

vas commmlgatad as never beflure to the coustryside, For the Pirst time the
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peasants showed sligne of throwing off their paseiveness, So Russia by the
turn of the century had reached the point where a strong enough apark had
some chance of igniting the entire empire,

P I ray retrogross for a moment, I would like briefly to trace the
history of revolution in Rupsia, In the 17th century, a Cossack adventurer,
Stenka Razin, hed collscted a following of pezsante and Cosamcia and set
up a short lived empire on the lower reaches of the Volge., In the 18th
century, a revolt lad by mnother Cossack, Fmelian Pugschev, carrled almost
to the gntes of Moscow before Cetherine the Great could subdue it.

Besides these bona fide revolutions, thers was a plethors of palace
revolutions during the period between the reigns of Peter the Graat and
Catherine, a state of affairas that is not surprising when one oonaiders
that the throne waz eccupled succescively by a woman, a twelve-year old boy,
another voman, a one=-year old infant, a womnn dipsomsnisc and a madman,
Then in December 1825, there was & combination of pétlace and bona fide
revolutione when a group of officers iried to overthrow the emperor by a
ooup dletet in order to supplant his sutooratic rule with a constitution,

It came to nothing, except for the execution of the eonspirators,

The Revolutionary seed which eventually culminated in the overthrow
of the Cmer was plante! in the 1870!'s when a group of young intellectuals —
or to use a Ruscien term - intelligentsla, left the Univsrsities in 5%,
Patersburg and Moesow to cdrry the ideas of 1liberty and equality and revoltion
to the people, The group, oalled themselves 'V HAROD' - 'To the People',
These young intellectusls went to live with the peopls, filling jobe as
ninor administrators or teachers for their livelihood, Unfortunately, the
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neasants dietrustod them and turned them owsr to the police, In itself,

the moversnt anded in a total fiasco,

Put from th2 survivors emerged & new varty, the "lund and Freedon” Party,
in whiel the tachnicue of assassiration first appeare!, Tuis split into two
proupst & terroristic proup which desirel to overthrovw the government called
the "Pao-le's Will," and & greup that wished to seize politieal oower not
by abolishing the government iut Ly winning the support of the racses and
thus taking ovar the gmvernmnt. This segond group was called "Black
Partition,”

The assagsination of Alexander II by the terrorist Grineveis:y, a member
of the "Peorle's Will" brought a sudden end to both these groupd. “he
khrana oxeouted and exiled the leandarr end the organizaticns withersd away.
From now on, revolutionary partiés 1id not consist wholly of ihe intelligenisia
but of an alliancs of the intellipentgis with the proletarist and the peasadry.

But the traditdon of pevolution wns kept very moch alive,

Wa will retumm to revolutionary partise later when we f{race the

rige of the Bolshevik party.
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©o much by vay of prefacey At ths terimning of the 20th century, vs
find Russia & sleeping giant of a country on the eve of its awakening,
The proletariat, having inoressed mope than seven~fold in ity yo2ars w-
from 318,000 in 1850 to 2,374,000 in 1900 — had become & group of substantial
nmerigal proportions and furthermors lad begun exparimenting with the gtpike
as & weap 1 to oblaln vetter living and weéking conditions. The weasants,
irert since the accession of Alexander IITZ, woera vasinving 4o mutier against
the hard conditions of .hsir lives, Sporedic uprigings of the pessants
against the lmdiords in the country atiested to the baginnings of = lesa
subservient aplrit,

The Tnar was ficholss II, perhaps as 11l.fitted & man t0 ™mls sn Ernire
in changing times as had sxisted sincs Louis XVI of Franca, He wns stubborm,
narrow minded, a wowshiprer st the shyine of his ranctionary fathor in 211
matters pertaining to the internal mamagenent of his oountry, Iuh where
Alexander III had been strong, simrle and dotermined in s acte of
suprression, Nisholas II was eonfused, week, and vasillating, Subsarvient
to the airong will of an equelly narrow minded wife, he yuled with avowed
purpose of turning over to his hemophiliae aon, the Tsaroviteh ilexis, an
empire sininped as 1itile a8 poesible Irom the one whioh he had inherited,
Wrich, of eourss, he didnft, Ie tumed avay from the advisors who gerved
best and st wisely and pot his tiuet in those 1ike Ragruting, on 111iterste
and debauched pessunt monl who gained an ascendancy ovor the Empress by his
ability throwgh hypmosis to gulet the smﬁ‘fa\ringa of the Tesrovitch, who

assurad Lim thet the ofiioes of the Casy wee gaerad and would emdur: forevey,
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Finally, he was foreed to abdieate om March 15, 1917, was arrested by the

Provisionel Government on Merch 20th, 2nd confined in £ palace noar
Fatrograd, and was later imprisoned, with his family in a bouse in
Exaterinburg in the Urale, ' the night of 16 ~ 17 July 1518, when the
anti-Bolshevik troons arproached Ekaterdnburg, he and bis family were taken
to thra esllar of the house and shot, The bhodlew ware cremated gso that there
oould bs no tholy relice! for the anti~Polsheviks to rsliy arcund,

Te retvrn frow thie slight derression, Russis in 1904 wer suffaring
sonditiong of vnrast. The T&%r's chief minister thought that tha glery
of & 'ehort rucoss-ful war! might have a alming efsect upon the porunlzce and,
with this in pird, he provoked a war with Japen, It was short enough as
werg po nowadays, lasting from February 8, 194, vhen the Japaness stiazked
Port Arthur until Auvgust 1905, when a vpesocs tresty wus rimed at Fortsmouth,
New Harpshire, Dofinitely, i1 wos not susassefyl, sines the war sonsistad
of a geries of defeete to Rucsien arrdas that to a nation smeller in
territory would have been catastrophlo, Treachery and incompebendse on the
vart of Bussian commenders played a large part In the cutoome hut chiefly the
defeut Jemonstreted thet Auasia wes still far behind the times s militarily
svoaking wm. thst the Ruselan military evstem, and the economy to survort this
system, was outmoded, The erowming blow cceurred when the Baltie flost
stw from 5t, Petersbure halfway around the world and, on engaping the

Japanese flest, at Teuebima, wae eompletely and utterly destroyed,

e I pald before, in my rather long prearmble, Russia waz in euch a
gltuation Intornelly thet a svark of sufficient intensity would be alle to
ignite = sericus conflagration, The inglorious conddet of this extremely

T
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wmpopulay war with Japan — and, even rore, the saorifices attendent in
supporting the var - provided this spark, The result of this vac the
Revolutien of 1905, an evant which Lenin lnter charecterized as the dress
rehaarsal for the 'Revolution of 1617', Although it was not plammed, in
fact, it erupted nlmcst spontansowdy, and “or the most part was both sporadic
and wnguidsd, and although it vas eventually rut down by Tearist troops, it
414 spuccsed in wresting a Comstitution of eorts from the Tsar and in laying
the foundation for s more liberal form of government, Unfortunately, ths
structure sbove the formdotions never aross,

The year of Povolution bagan with a massaore and ended with the
shelling, by the Tsar's Army, of 2 pgood part of Moseow, The Fesscore took
place on a Sundlay in January — Jamery 22, a day that war immediately
lahelled "Bloody Sunday.®

Thers was & very curicus development in Russian interrel afffeirs vhich
led to this, The police, in order to control the organization of the
workingman more easily, had encoursged workingmen to band irto Socioties,
Unions almost, which were under poliee supervision and protection, These
are analarous to the ‘eompany unions! of our eapitalist scelal structure,

The soefety 4n St, Peterstury wae led by Pather Gavon, an Urthodox
priest., In Jamary, 1t got a little out of hand, and on Jammery 22nd, Father
Gapon led ris workers, and thair wives snd thalr children, on a nesceable
march to the Cgarts winter ralsce, The rurpcse was to ask for certsin
concessions to the workers and the pesople of Russia,

C iy
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The troops guarding the relage first ordersd the arowd - which numbered

betwesn 150,000 and 200,000 to disperse, whenm it did not, they fired., The
muzber of those reported killed varies from 200 to 1500 aocording to whather
one follows the Tsarist or the Revolutionisis! acoounts, Hut more important,
then the slaughter of the marchers wias the death of an old Ruselan idea

A e o

that existed thproughrut the veriod of the Empire wmtil this moment; namely,

that the Tsar was the 1ittle Father of Russis and that the peopls oould alwmys
g0 to him with their troubles and he heard,

There followe! & period of strikes in the eities, local wupripings
apainat the landlorde in the ooy y and mutinies in the Navy and army,
the most seri.us of which ccourred in the Black Sez flsst where the arniser
Potemkin? upped anmchor and sailed sway to Rumania,

Untdl October, thera was no conoerted acticn, However, in Uctoler,
s strike of the mrintars in St, Petersburg spre.d ulekly throughout the
whole of the city and from thsre throughout the entire country, All eolacses
of people Joined in the strike, including workingmen and middleelacs professional
men, Erploysrs of liberal views sided the strikers, granting them half or
even full pey while they wore stsent from their work, For three davs, no
trains ran, talerraph commmic:tion to the army in Sibaris wern zut off
(the povarnment hal to zot im toueh with 1ts ermies by way of London and
Peking), goverrment clerks, eab drivers, house servants, even the Russien

hallet mck*

‘n Ootober 30th, Taar is:ued his Uctoler Hanifesto, the noarest
thing *o & constitution in Ruseia wntil the Bolshevils issued ome in 1018,

' GONFIDENTIN
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Two things in this are worthy of note, First, it prante’ individval rights
such as frasdom of speech, apsembly snd imowledee, (Trotsky said - Tresdom
of Assembly,. bt the assemblies ars surrcunded by the military, Freedom
of speseh,,.,tut the censorship exists, TFresdom of knowledge,..but the
Universitins n-e ocoupled by trcops. Inviolsbility of person,..but the
prisons ars overflowing,) And mecondly, it provided for the naticnmal
legislnture, the Jame -- by election in which all the people should tuke

part,

The Menifassto had the affect, desired by the govermmert, of splitting
the rovoluticnists, The strike fever abstsd and on Dotober 31, Moscow
called of f ite strike, November 3 wes set as the daie for the end of the
5t, Patersturg styike and, on thut day, everyone went buck to work,

Two wesks later, a seoccnd generel strike wes ocalled, This time it was
- mot supported by the liberal employers nor the professionsl men and white
eoller workers, and the government took vigorous measures to -ut it dowm,
Abandoned in 5¢, Petersburg after five days, it was 2 mere shadow of its

suacaznful rredessssoy,

In Mogoow, 5 Dooember strike hagan peaseahly enough hut ended in srmed
resistince to the guthorities, Finmally a Czarist regiment wvas swmoned from
5t, Patersiweg to subdue it, The cosmander shelled a qm;rtar of the eoity
at long wange, ¥illing the loyal and the retalllovs indisoriminately. Iy
this means, he brought Moscow to heel and wrote the end to the Rovelution

proper,
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Partioularly in the beginning, the Rovolution wae u leaderless series
of unooordinated uprisings, TFater Gapon's lesdership was confined to his
group and served as an inecentive to unrest and not ag a point of ocentralised

lsadarehin,

Gratually, howevasr, ther: developed in the towms and sitiss revolutionay
councils known as goviats, 'Soviet' being the Russian word for council, These
couneils beran asz loeal faatary sovists - thot 1s, each factory would appoint
merbars to deolde whetler to oall strikes and, to manape the conduct of the
strikes when called, later came the idea of having a soviet for gseveral
factorias and finally the YSoviet' represented the workingmen of an entire
eity, Some two hmndred sities of Buropean Russis end Siberia adoptel the
Soviat plan during this periced,

The most important soviet, as is loglesl in a country that possessed a
hirkly sentralized govermment, was The Soviet of Workers Deputies in 8%,
Pamhurg* It wag formed during the Tirst general strike and immedistely
assumed responaibility for panssing the strike, It was not the brminchild
of any special revelutionary rerty — Dolsheviks, Mensheviks, Social
Revelutionaries and independent workers were indiscriminetely represented.
Tretsky, not the presiding officer tut the lewding spirit of the St. |
Patershurg Sovist, becams, in the absence of the more sstablished mvaiutian~
ery leadsrs of the iay, the suiding spirit of the rasistence to the Gz;_ir.

Through loose commuinicution with the emriats of cther towms, the |
S5t, Petersbury Sovist became the focal point “or the revolution in tha mt.ira

nation, axcept Tor the cowmtryside, Th m, of the antes "’W not
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coordinated into the centralized revolutionary picturs and the Soviots lost
a soures of strength which they might well have had,

The Sovlsts vanished immedlately after the Moscow uprising, wanlshed
under vressure, one might say. The leadere were arrested, throwm Into

rrison, and exiled and the rark and file drifted hack to their jobs,

Thus, work of the Soviets cams to an end vhen the Hevolution cesased.
However, in their short existsonce, they had shown their worth as possible guiding
forees in any subsequent revolution, lLenin noted their power and, vhen they
ware resstablished in 1917, immediately upon the outbreak of Revolution in
St, Patersburg, Lenin plarmed to take over the Soviet on the {irct step in
taking over the government,

The period, 1506 - 1914, that is fyom the end of the Revolution of 1905
to the outhr-ak of the wer with Germany — wap one of rause — ogtensibly one
in whioh Russia made long strides toward libmralizstison and sconomic walle
baing, but actunlly one in which nothing wes basleally changed,

The first Duma met immediately after the end of the Revolution, ut a
time whan the rolloe Torcss and allied reacticmary bodies of a seml-official
nature ware roducing the last vestiges of rsballion irn the country and in the
citios, So he'vy vas the voting amomg peovle of all clasees that n liberal
majority was chosen, The perty v ich soupght to liberniize the geval'mwnt
in accordance with Western Parliamentary procadures, the Conatitxztimﬁi?
Demoorats —w Cadets For short - tock the lead in iInitinting legislaﬁ%ﬁn.

& rrogran wes traszented that would 8o sircumsceribe the Tsar's pawrftmt

1tz adoplion wag wnthinkeble and its formiion almost zn act of Mm.
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Actually the Duma had no right unler the provisions of the October
Manifesto to initiate lsgisletion, but only to pass on that indtlated by
the Tear. Since the program which the first Dums presental was far too
radical for the Tsar to approve and since the Dume, in turn, would rot
approve the Tsar’s legislation, a staleme'e developed., The Tsar had no
alternative mccording to his rights; he dissdbed the Dume after two momths,

The secord Duma was elected in March 1907 and, for the same resson,
dissolved in June. The Tsar, then weighisd the voting lews so heavily on
the side of the landlords that the third Duma wus composed almost ertirely
of consarvitivas anl moderatas shosen from the landowners and the wealthy |
elaress, It ldved ~ut its torm, from 1907 -~ 1912 and, in fact, worked very
well with the Tear's Ministers, |

In 1912, a fourth Duma wac slected, made up of the same cless of
reprezentatives ac the third, I3 lasted wntil Meroh 1517, when it was
officially dissolved by the Tsar but, in view of the cirevmstaness, continued

to meet,

ne svent Juring this tims is worthy of mention — en effort by the
Tsar's Prime Minister, Stolypin, to win the support of the ressantry for
the govertiant,

The peasantry hal its own party, the Soclsl Revoluticmary Porty, whose
rrogram was to bring about a new povernment in Rusela, bered on the
cormrunal peasent body — the 'mdr.t 9f gll the revolutionary parties, the
Soetal Ravolutionary wes the larrest tut its lack of eentral organis:tiom

rade it, at the same time, the weskest,
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The Bolshevik party also vas making a play for pessant control, in
kosping with lenin's balisf that revolution depended upon an alllarce
between the rroletariat and the peasantry,

Stolyvin hoved to forestsll thewe maneuvers and to ganin the lasdership
of the vessantr by tuilding them into a oonservative, property cwning clsss,
By decree, the Lock taxes for tke land -~ the taxes which wars astablished
in 1861 to pay for the land taken from the landowners end rivan to the
peasants ~e wore abolished and many of the pessants recelvad land as
inviolats private property. By 1514, aprroximately two milidon of the
peasants lhad become landowners snd consequantly were in process of losing
thelr revclutionist tendenay, Unfortunstely, from the roint of view of the
Tear, this reform bsgan too lnte and in the and the Bolshavik and the Social
Revolutiorery parties won the grester suprort of the nessants, It was from
these landowming possants that the Yiuloks,?! whom we will meet la‘er in the

1920's sprumg.

Bafore we go into the firat World War, 1t would be well to trice the

kistory of the Belshevik rerty.

The first Morxist party in Russisn history was the 'Liberation of labor'
party, frrmed in 1883 by Ceorgil V, Plekhanov, a former wamber of the

‘Peoplea’ Will)' Plekhanov, in exile, translsted Marx 4nto Russian end
organized the mﬁgling of these works into Ruesia, Many of the lster

revolvtioniste - Lenin, Martov, Trosky learnsd thelr docirine from Flekhanmov

and for & long time acknowledgsd him as their master,

RONFIGENTIAL

Approved For Release 2000/08/28 : CIA-RDP78-03362A000500170003-3



NTIY
% (EDEM
Approved For Relgase 2000/ QQQ%?RD'P78-O3§_62AOOO500170003-3

In 1898, =t Mingk in White Russia - a distriet of Russia the
inhabiterte of which are not to be confused with the Yhite Russians who
forght in the Civil Yar — thers met the first Congress of the Social Demcerstie
labor Party., The lecders of the Marxist movement were in exile so that it

was a mursly second mtring congress but it dates the origin of the party,

In 1903, ihe second Conpross was held, It began in Druspels but was
80 hemmed around and infilirsted by membars of the Belgian and Russian
polics that the delegates bstook themselves to London,

Mn this confersnce ccourred the split of the party into the Dolshevik
and Menshevik winps, Lemin, who led the Folshevik faction, rvi forward the
goncept «f the vanguard of the party, of a hard eore of revolutionaries, It
wap his proposal that all who joined the rarty should partieipate sctively
in one of tre organizations, Martov, his fellow editor on the newspaper
YIskda) the Soclal Demoerztic propapanda organ, desimad a loeser rarty,
which world be naturdlly much larger. In other words, leuin vanied a
thoroughly diseiplired group to serve ss lenders to the non-participating
massas, vhile Martov wanted the messes t0 join end to set o revolution in
foroce by shesr welght of numbers, This, I must admit is a very oarsulated

summary of the main point of 3ifferance between the two groups,

Martov won on this point but on other roints of differsnce, lenin's
propogals wers carrisd ard the Central Comvitise elected by the delegntes held
a majority of Lemin's men, TFrom this resuli, lenin adapted the name of
tolshevika' {the Majority) for bis wing and ssddled his op-onents with that
of "Mensheviks! - the minority, an early insight into his familfarity with

the use of propuganda,
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In the ravolution of 1505, the Bolshaviks were relatively irsonspioucus,
Lanin arrived on the scene verv late in the day, After the ysar was over,
he came to the conclusion thet the only hope of suecessful revolutinrn lay
in an alliance teiween the rroletarist and the peassntry and that from this
woull develcp tls Soolalini Revolution which he desired. The Menshoviks
continued in their belief that the bourpecis revolution wac a nscessury
firet step,

After 1605, the Bolsheviks oprose! the libsmliiip;g rropgran of the

- Dumas anl, bessuse they were inimleal to the Cadets and cthapr Libersl
parties, enjoysd for a time, svecial favor from the Jghrena, However, afior
1907, the rarty wes driven undsrground, From then on, it engased in
slandestine nper:tions in Russia, in spreading vropagands, in Xeaning the
party alive in mmall, isolated packats, and ir obtainine, through srmed
rotbery, rmoney to finsnce Lendn end hils work, Joseph Stelin, a rative of
Georgla, gained his irst notoriety as the organizer of armed roblery 4n

his homeland,

Ir 1012, sfter contimed attermis of the Hanshoviks to heal the hroath,
the Scalel Domocratie split resolved into a permanert brsak and the Bolshevils
and Yansheviks bucume separate parties rather than aeparate factions within
one party. Dy the time the war began, all revolutionary parties inoluding
the Dolshevike - wars subdued, The leaders ware iu exile and the rankwand.
file membars wars engrossed in the meshandes of living, In 1014, 1t se»snbﬁ
es If the Tser's autocrecy - in its somevhat liberalized form - hnd survived
all revolutionary threats and was in firn control of the country,
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The first Yorld War immedintely trought Mussia's veainasses to light,
An early cifensive, launched to lessen the rressurc on the Yestern allies,
sucoseded in this aim tut browght immediate and devastating defeat to the
Russian ermies, At Termenberg and the Marusian lekes, the Germane inflicted
lossee that were terrible both in the mumber of Russian soldiers slaughtered
and in the srount of muteriel saptured and destroyed, It is estimsted that
the Russians lost more than a third of their artil'oery — the artillery of
the entire Russisn army, that is -— in these battles, After that — dls-
regarding an abortive offensive in 1916 ~- the Russisn arnies were continually
in retrert, The rorale of the Army rapidly disintegr:ted and - from 1916 on -
decertions begsn to moymt until they reached a total of two million by 1918,

Not only the army but the entire nation tegan to eome apart at the
seams, The Taar had been warned by his advigers that the Russlan economy
would not withstand z war and the trmith of ihe warning vas soon svident,
The corruption and inelficisney of the government wers overvhalming; the
intemal transport system «f the ratlonm scon broke dowm, the cost of living
rose, the rublic health depensrnted, The requigition of grein and horses
for the srry left the corntryside barren and the peas nts in o sorry condition
indeed,

The Tser meanvhile, had taken active comrand of the army in the fleld
and had left 5%, Petorsturg, The Tsarina ascumed the positbn of ruler of the
oommtry and, under the influence of Rasrumtin, replacei ministers of ability
with figursheads suicervient to her will,
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In this situstion, the Duma became the sounding board of opposition to
the government luis im 1916, To reslize how bad things had bacome, it is
sufficlent to remember that the Dume consisted, for the rcet part, of
reproseniatives of conservetive Russia, compietely loyel to the state, You
may remanber, tco, that they were elected by laws rigred to give the Tsar's

supporters an absolute mjority,

~

The Duma ealled upon the Tsar in Novembor to replace the government
wvith ons in which the oountry might have confidence, hen this wes igmored,
the last chunce for the salwation of the Tsardom disappesared, The murder
of Rasputin by conserviiive noblemen served tnly to heiyhten the tension,
And in Merch (or February according to the old calendsy) wevolution breoke out,

I would 1ike to ssy something here about dates, During the entire
history of Imperial Russia, the Cassarian or, old styls, calendar was used,
After the second Revolutinn, the one in which the Bolsheviks assumed pover,
the Gregorfan (or new style) oalendsr took its place. There is a Jifference
of about 12 days between them, Consetuently, the first rewolution 1s enlled
aither the Revolution of March 1917, {(na style) or of February 1937, (old
style). In this, we 411 use the new style ealendar,

The lavelution of March 1917, wes one of the mest landerlsss,
apontanecus, and anonymous revolutions of all time, The rrominent rovolutionists
were elthor abroad or in Siberia and rome of these had entieipated any suiden
uprising, |

It began on March 8, vhen crowds of women demonstrated ir the stroets
demanding food, This was follovad by £ sueomasion of strikes and some

200,000 strikers roured out into the etreets,
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On March 10, the Tsar ordsred the grrrison commender to supprecs the
disorder. OIveryihing then depsndsd on whether the troops would chey their
offigere, They didn't, They ratinied and thraw in their lot with the
strikers and so, alter thoes hundrad and four yoars of mle by one famlly,
the Romancvs, the empire came to an end,

On ¥erch 17, the Duma, in lieu of any other euthority at St, Petershurg,
took over what control of the govermment there was left, On the same day,
the St, Potersturg Soviet wes formed, Fimally, em March 15, with the
goncurrence ol both the Duma dnd the Soviet, n Provisionel G«marrmt Vs
formad from members of the Duma = this goverrment to rule until a duly
elected Constituent issembly should lecide on the future form of the

Russian state,

From this point until Novomber 1917, there was & duelity of rule in the
country. The actual power rosided In the Soviet since it was, t¢ some
extent, representutive cf the people, However, the Soviets, narticularly
since tha members wers new to the mechanics of polfties,, nrreed to abide
by the decisione of the Provisional Govermment, In rractics, a working
srrvangemant grew up vetweon the two hodies w. the mambars of the Provisional
Covernment supplying experience ia policy forralation ans! the Seviet, through
its control of the massas, sseing that the Provisionsl Government's edicts
were enforsed, At this time, the Soviet was controlled by Memshevilis end
Soeial Revolutionaries,

2

The rerind between the Rewolution of Merch and Foverhsy oan he divided
into fowe distinet veriods,

“
A

't.;g*}ﬂét!y’g%%
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The first was the 'honeymoon' period, Thias began scon after the first
revolution and la-ted roughly until July, It was chavacterized by harrmonlous
relations between the Provisional Govermment snd the Sovlet,

Two things foreshadowed the end of the honeymoon, ihs oppositicn of the
Bolshevike an? the determination of the Provisional Govermment to corry on
the war, The first hegan in April, vhen Lenin, who had besn living in exile
in Switserland, arrived in Petrograd (literally, Poter's City, - the name
3t. Fatmm had baen changed immedietely nfter the Revolutiom). Ilater,
it became Leningrad, FHe hal come aftsr a trip through Cermany ar rnged by
the Germmn gensral staff, in a ssalel railroad car, He was wet by lendars
of the Soviet with a plez for unity, Lenin answered that it was a2 time for
revolution, EHeneceforth the Bolshevilks, vhe hed beaen oooparating with the
rovernmant, btecame ar ocutrirht rewolutionary party with the svowed rurpose
of seising povar, They repeatedly shouted the slogans - 'Fesce, Dread, and
Land' - that is, Praes for the eountry, bread for the workers, and land for
the peasents - and A1l Power to the Soviets,! Sinee the war ums wmpopular,
the workers starved and the rvessants bungry for land — &8 2 mi‘ar of
fact, they hed already boran ppropriating meny of the estates in the country.
The Bolsheviks could be ssid to have gauged the feelings of the oountry
far bet‘er than the okher parties, OConssiuently, they were zssuming the
actual lendership of tle country — szomewhat in the fashion of the man who
becomea leader by finding out where the erowd is going and rumning e 1ittle
faster than the rest in that direction,

The second, as I werntionsd, was tre determination of the Provisional

Govornment to carry on the war,
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Any diselpline had been stesdily deterlorating since 1914 and the deteriorstien
had been given a tremendous boost by "Order Ko, COne" sf the Soviet, issued in
Mareh and published in isvestia, In this order, many of the duties of the
officera, such as issuing arms, were token from officers and given over to
soldiers' committees, OFff duty, officers had no powsr over soldiers and,
on or off, selutin: and standing at attention were abalished,

The abolishing of military diseipline, the genvral wareveariness, and
the effectivencas of increasing Bolshevik propaganda among the troops e
all these combined to reduce the Russian srny to the least sager fighting
force in history, The people of Russis wers equally sick of war,
Comsequertly, the determimation of the Provincial Governsent to sontinue
the fighting was svicidal,

In the face of this, an of”ensive was started in July, Initially,
1% was successful, but as son as it met resistance - which is another way
of saying that &s soon as it wet German instead of Austyian troops = the of fene
sive collapsed and with it, the army. Desertions began mounting until the
deseriers were mumbered in the tens of thousands mther than the thousands,

The second ~hase, which vas called *July Days®, and whieh put a definite

end to the honeymoun perioed, dates from the unrest caused by this offensive,
On July 16th, workers and soldiers in Pebrograd, demonstrsted against the
goverment, demanding 7A1l1 Power to the Sovists®, The Bolsheviks, who &id
want the ﬂamnétmtim, tiinking it premature, wers forced inte asguming
the leadership in order to maintain thefr hold on the workers. When the
Soviet refused to assume power, the demonstration collepsed, Lenin was
forcad to flee to Finland and the Bolsheviks were, for a time, discredited.
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On July 21, Alezander Farewwky beocmmo Fromier, succeeding the inefTectual
Prinos Ceorge lvov, Keremsky, formerly Minister for War, was s Social
Revoluiiomary and acceptabls to both the Soviet and the govermmnt, e
immedistaly set the stage for the next phase by replacing the Commendopein.
Chief of the Army with General Eopnilov, st that time otemnder of the
Petrogrod gurrisum,

fha third perdod wes called the "Zopntlov Affalr,” EKornilorw, vhom
another ganaral bed charasterized as having “the heart of s liom arnd the
'msa of & loab,” envisioned hirsell se the savicor of conseprwative Bussia,
He dispatched an sray sgainst Pelrogred, bent on ousting the Provislonal

sing 1t with pilitary mle, Eis argy wvas »et by

govermmad troops and hopdes of workers owlside Patrograd, wes completely
to & bloedless and ingloricus end,

mmmmgmmmwmzmmmm@m
Sovist by Bolshevik delegates. The Kornilov Affeir both put & deaisive and
1o the sray ns & foroe to be rockomed with and clso destroyed the confidence
of the werlwrs and psssants in the govertmont, On October 812, the Soviet
delegates slected Leon Trotsky, now lenin's right hand nen, as Fresident of the
FPetrograd Soviet, Tther Soviels &n the coumtyy returmed Bolsheviks mejorities,
The opposftion rartiss baced their hopes on the Constituent Ascembly, which
wne in prosess of baing elected, btut, as we shsll ses later, their hopes were
unjustifiod, Iste in Ovtober, the Dolshevil natad Sovist took ovor the
actual sommad of the troops fn Petrogred,

The Hovember Rewolution bogan on Moveaber 5th, The Bolsheviks gained
aontrol of the arsemal of Fort Peter and Panl, armed 20,000 Red guards, =s
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thefr fighting man wers oalled, and by the Sovember 8, with the soldiers
elthar quisscent or actively aiding them, hal subdued the eity. The last
mﬂm@mﬁgmwmmmnmmmrmgmm
had fled. Eeremsky bod sscaped to seek military sid but never returnaed,
mmMmmmygmzanw§Mamaw
battalion had remained loyal. Perhaps motling sould {llustrate the isolation
sud fotility of the Provisional Covernment move r-adily than the eace with whish
1t vas torrled fyom cover, |

On November 15th, Moscow fall to the Bolsheviks after = week long battla,
A skin deep vemssr of Bolshevise prevailed thyoughout the lamd, It tock a
thres yoar Civil War to units the country Pinelly and completely under the
Bols'eviks but the first step had been taken,

Befors we go vm into the history of Rusaia uwnider Commndat ruls, it might
be a good idee to mantion zome of the rassons for both rewlutions,

Regarding the Maroh Bewolutiocn, obe might sey it wms not a rewclution but
a collapse, The simple faet is that, in the Imperial police state, the archaie
structures of govermss
and oontrol the poople at the same time, That is abowt 21l that nesd be eaid,
_4s for the sucooss of the Bolsheviks, seversl items cen ba listed.

(1) The sucosss of Bdshevik propagends - partievlarly the use of slogens
like *Pesom, Bresd, and land! in stirring uvo the nation,

(2) e deaision of the Provieional Covermment o ecarry cn tre war.

(3} Zenin's geep of thet faot that the wey to selze Russie, with its

mt, soclely, and ecomomy were not shle to sujrort a war

traddtion of cpetralized governrent, wae to zelse the sentrsl point aof guvermment,
to bring about a goup d'etat, Other parties relied on slestions tc the Constitusmi
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Assembly to show vhat the people wanted; in other words, to ride to rower on
an upsurge from belov. The Bolsheviks, as we shall ses, nevor let this upsurge
teke placse,

{4) The fact the Bolsheviks vere a group trained for leadership
whereas the other parties had always confined themselves to opposition movemants,

{5) The gap bstwsen the Provisional Govermment and the people. The
Provisionsl Coverrment kad no legal bacis ~- if anything, it wes self-appointed.
It had nedther the support of tradition — as the ‘E'mi' had = nor was it
representative of the people,

Ferhaps we can sum it up by saying the Bolsheviks knew whai they wanted
and nobody else did, BSo, a party of 180,000 took over the govermment of the
nation, ,

The first steps of the new govermment were firm and decisive. A Soviet
of Psoplea’ was lmmediately formed to serve as the administrative
head of the government. Ilonin wss chalrmen, Trotsky was Foreign Commissar and
Salin, Comdssar of Netiomalities,

Msamdhils, in late November, the Cohstituent Assembly on which so many
hopes hed been based for a demcoratic Rusals comvened in Petrograd, It
returned a majority of Scolal Rewolutionaries, lLenin, thersfore, dsclared

that the Soviets wero more representative of the peopls than the Assembly and,
using ths armed foroes in Petrograd, disbanded the Assembly. Shortly thereafter,
2ll political parties except the Bolsheviks, nov officially called Communists,
wers outlaved,

A pesce treaty with Cormany signed im March, 1918 - the pesce of
mwm - though it oost Rusela a largs sliee of tarritory, seemed
definite proof to the psopls, that the Commmist was a peace perty., It brought
great support to the Commmnists from the war weery papulace,
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Other nmethods than persussion were used on those who opposed the regime,
Iasin mairteined that one of the chisf’ mistakes the Provisicnal Govermment
had made vas im not areating s political polioce foroe to use in a country
vhigh was socustomed to one, He made no such error, In December, 1917 he
ordered the establishment of the Extreordinary Commission for the suppression
wlution, the Cheka, 5o thoroughly and in so unsorupulous and
mgmﬁémcm&iﬁwﬁefmmaimw@bymﬂy
1918, the govermmsnt machinery had bsen entirely subjected to Commmist control,
~ The Ghekn used torture, mass slanghter, imyrisomment and a system of
hostages to gain its ends, Mingtimmcfmﬁiﬁlﬁar,iﬁahﬂﬁy
tc subdue the territory behind the army linse was one of the great factors in
Wetory. hw,mmarmmﬁmmm
forcon vers never abls to govern the territory which they hal conquared,
mﬂ%m&mmﬁrﬁ»ﬁﬂmoﬁwmrwﬁnﬁmmmmn
lask of sdninistrative control, allowing for oontimued unrest behind the lines,

Beonuse the Cheke vas the forerurmer of the later Soviet police systes,
the GPU, the KKVD, the MVD, and the MVG, I would like to mention one instance
thet 1lluatrater its ruthlessness, ite entirs ahndm of human values,
This oan be mltiplied gd infinitam during the years of the Civil ¥War and, for .
that matter, during the 1920's vhen we come to the periods of foreed
colleotivisation and Intustrielization and during the 1930's, in the grest

parges,

At a noeting of the governmant, lenin sent a note to Felix Dasershinsky
{the hesd of the Cheka) asking how many vieious counter-revolutionsries vers
in the prisoms. Dssrshinsky wrote back, "About 1500." lemin -ut an X by the
rusber and returned the note,
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Deorahinsky rose and laft withowt & word, The nsxt day, it was leerned
that all 1500 had besn shot, He had teken Lemin's I for & collsctive dmath
sontencs,

It wes not Intanded that way, Lenin used an ¥ on memorsnds to shov that
he had read and noted the eomtents., It was o slight mistaks,

Sti11, as Lenin sald, "No dictatorship of the proletarist is to be thought
of without terror and violsnce,” And Drerzhinsky was the man to put this into
oolect,

In March 1918, the government moved to Moscow where 1t has remained
sver since, '

- The Givil ¥ar preper, began in May 1918, when a group of Czech soldfers
“ho were baing given zafe-conduct across Siberis to Viadivostak so that thiy
might be #hipped to fight on the Western Fromt in France, rose against the
Bolshevika and very essily liberated Siberia, inti~Bolshevik Russians, callsd
mummtomtmﬂ;m:mmammww,wmm
Siberia ami the Scuth and socon oprosed ssmmgxy formidable armiss to the
Commuonists, Admira) Xalohsk in Siberis, General Deniken (st the head of an
arsy thet had bean formed by Generel Kormdlov) in the South betwsen the Dlack
8&;@%%@&%}!@@1@&&;&1&@%@%&
all commnded armies that, at ons time or snother, rossd thrests to the new
governpant, |

Howsver, the axﬁ&s were et and defested individually, Deniker advanced
tovard Moseow, wae defeated at Urel and driven back tc the Crimea, Yudenich
ves defeated in front of Ietrograd, Kalohak's army retreated under attaok of
the Reds and, when Xalehak hizself was aaptured, the arzy disintegruted,

LUNFIDER LiaL
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In 1920, Polsnd invaded Pussis, At first the Polish attack vas mucosssfcl
but shortly tha tide of batile changed and the Ccmemwist Army tcck the offensive,
It drove %0 the pates of Varsaw, before it was dafsated - partly by a brillisnt
mneuver of the Poles and partly because of confusion in the Ressian batile plan,
The war snded in a stalemte,

'Mawwme&ﬁwmmmmﬁiﬁl'&rmm&hrgahmtm
efforts of Trotsky, & man who oombined & flair for oratory and a revelutionsry
teompormett with a geniluzs for administration and & considerabls telent for
dirseting military operetions, Before the Rewolution, Trotsky had lsaned
to the Menshovik parby dut on his arrival from the United States in April, he
had joined forces with lamin and becams the seoond only to the latier in the

Trotsky built the Red Army into & very efficient foroe, st leest by comperison
with the Whits armies, Ea mada use of former Tsarist officers, belisving
thet abMltty in warfars wos somewhal wore essemtial in commending troops
than purity in Purist belief, |

The mpericr quality of the troops and the fact that the Commmists
oontrolied the lines of transport and of comsamioation and were therafore able
mmmmmrmmmw.mmwmmwmmmmmm
to glve them wilitary supremsgy throughout the conflist,

Military sopremasy wan the rrinms reason why the Reds won, Other frotors
entering into thelr viotory were:

1. The unity of the Commumnist leaders as oprosed to the glaring disunity
among the jarties vhich made up the White forces among the suprorters of the
monarehy, the libarals, and the Socisl Rewolutiommries, The Reds had & prograx
 for the oomtry and the Vhites d1d not. Or, to Tt it more wmetly, the Whites
thmqlkutow&iﬁzmbuzt.
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2, mwmmmm. mm,m@m
Wﬁyammwmmwmwﬁmﬁﬁm
@%Mmmwwmmkmmﬂﬁmwmef
amthority, mmmmmwwmmmwummmf
mmtwmxmmmmmmwmm

ebellioms countrysids. mmwmmm&samm\x

e B rw&,mmmmmq&mwwaﬂ& Bagland,
| rm,mwmﬁnﬁmmmnﬁmymwumﬂ
mm«m m,mmmmwmem:mwmﬂmﬁa
mm;uMuanmsﬁmmwmﬂmm. The
mm,mmmmpswummwmmm
disbeartensd by the mimutensss of this assistancs, On the whols, forsign
mwmﬂmﬁa{wbﬁmm,ﬁﬁm&ﬂsm
mmmmm.
, qmmmmmm-&uﬁm&mmmﬁ~
1. mmga
2. hmmmmm pertioularly ths work of the Cheks,
3. mweemrmwmmmmm@mmm
4. Ver wesriness throughout the yest of the world,

;
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