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edia Lines

21 November [966

UAR Press Adept in Use of Captions and Headlines for Propaganda. A

sampling of the Cairo press during a recent week illustrates the use of
headlines and captions in making propaganda points. The following ex-
amp les were among those noted:

d.

The miscaption. The weekly review, AL MUSSAWAR, on 22 October

carried an Associated Press photo of U.S. soldiers interrogat-
ing bound Viet Cong prisoners above the caption: "This is how
U.S. Cavalry troops (the First Division), in search of Viet
Cong troops. question Vietnamese villagers: +they throw them,
with their hands tied, into the rice fields, hoping they will
furnish information about the 'rebels'",

The editorialized caption. AL GOMHOURIA, a wel l-known daily,

in its 20 October edition captioned a photograph of President
Johnson shaking hands with New Zealanders out to greet him at
the airport on his recent Asian frip: '"Johnson Feigns Humane-
ness; photo shows him shaking hands with a child across airport
fence in New Zealand".

The slanted headline. Another large Cairo daily, AL AHRAM, on

I8 October headlined the commencement of President Johnson's
Asian trip as follows: "Johnson Starts Asian Trip Amidst
Threats to Assassinate Him".

The Cairo press carried no editorials on President Johnson's trip, but
as ong observer nnoted, "With such headlines, who needs editorials?"
(Unclassified)
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21 November 1966

George Stalin Reported to be Police
Kennan Spy.

To Téll

ALl In the "Periscope'" column of

its 7 November 1966 issue
(see Press Comment, 8 Nov 66) NEWS-
WEEK magazine reports that former
Ambassador Geocrge Kennan has found new
evidence to prove that Stalin was once
a Tsarist police agent. Kennan, now
at the Institute for Advanced Studies
at Princeton, has discovered that the
passport Stalin used to attend a
party congress in Stockholm in 1906
was issued by the secret police, and
also that Stalin disclosed at a party
seminar in 1920 that he had been a
Tsarist agent; a theoretical magazine
reporting this disappeared from Sov-
iet libraries, and the other partici-
pants in the session, together with
Stalin's close associates in the 1906-
1912 period, were all liquidated in
the 1920's. NEWSWEEK reports that
Kennan will publish his findings soon.

This is not the first time that
Stalin has been reported to have been
a police spy (see: STALIN'S GHOST
SECRET by Isaac D. Levine, New York,
Coward-McCann, 1956. 126 pp.) but Ken-
nan appears to have uncovered new
evidence, and his own stature as a
former Ambassador and well-known his-
torian: -~ together with the fact that
he has lately been a critic of the
U.S. government -- will probably
attract considerable publicity to his
story when and if it is published.

The NEWSWEEK report may be used
as a basis for short editorial com-
ment, pending the full publication of
the story. The 50th Anniversary

Brieﬂy Noted ‘/

commemorations mnext year will pro-
vide good pegs for discussions of
Stalin's secret past. The point
to be stressed is not so much
Stalin's misdeeds as an individual
~-- many of these were fully re-
vealed in Khrushchev's famous
Secret Speech in 1956 -- but that
an individual like Stalin could
take over the CPSU and rule the
Soviet Union and the World Com-
munist movement for many years.
Certainly no Bolshevik would have
considered a one-time police spy
within the party to be qualified
to lead the party; Stalin, how-
ever, was able to keep this infor-
mation from most of the Bolsheviks
and to eliminate those who found
out. Since there is no control
over the leadership of a Communist
party once it is in power, nct
even by the party itself, the rest
of the world must see to it that
Communist parties do not come to
power in the first place.
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"Cuerrilla"”  Cuban Radio Incites
Broadeast Violent Revolution.
Series

Radio Havana, on
8 October, inaugurated weekly
broadcasts in English of a program
called simply, "Guerrilla'. The
series provides rundowns on guer-
rilla activities in Africa, Asia
and Latin America, and according
to its sponsors, promotes "tri-
continental solidarity'". Half of
the initial program, which lasted
32 minutes, was devoted to the
situation in Colombia, which was

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400070002-0

cfufmpupepep

(Briefly Noted Cont.)



Approved For Release 1999/08/24T OTA-RDP78-03061A000400070002-0 ~

cited as offering a good example "of
the armed struggle of the people."

The remainder of the program included
brief reports from Vietnam, Indonesia,
the Philippines, Thailand, Angola,
Mozambique, Portuguese Guinea, Peru,
Venezuela and Guatemala. For more than
a year, Havana Radio has been appeal-
ing for violent revolution, and the

new "Guerrilla" series indicates a
reinforcement of that policy. (unclas-
sified)
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Conference 1936 French Popular
"Manifested Front Studied at CP
Proletarian Conference
Internation-

aliem" A so-called "interna-

tional scientific con-
ference'" devoted to the history of the
development of the Popular Front in
1936 and the activity of the late
Secretary General of the French Com-
munist Party (PCP), Maurice Thorez,
was held in Paris from 24 to 29 Octo-
ber. In addition to the PCF, delega-
tions from the CPs of Austria, Bulgaria,
Hungary, Spain, Italy, Cyprus, Poland,
Rumania, the USSR, and Czechoslovakia
attended the conference, according to
a 31 October TASS report.

The report on the conference in
the 3 November issue of the PCF daily
newspaper, L'HUMANITE, notes the par-
ticipation of delegates from parties
and institutes of history in 19 Euro-
pean and Latin American countries.
L'HUMANITE also reports (see unclassi-
fied attachment) that not only was the
French experience analyzed at the con-
ference but attention was also devoted
to experiences in Italy, Spain, Chile,
and elsewhere.

Also attached is another article
by Georges Cogniot, a member of the

PCT Central Committee. (Cogniot not
only authored the article in
L'HUMANITE but also gave the con-
cluding speech at the Paris con-
ference, which the Soviet news
agency summarized thus: '"In the
last 30 years there have been big
changes in the world, but the les-
sons of the Popular Front are still
topical. Judging by its composi-
tion and the content of the proceed-
ings the conference was a mani-
festation of proletarian interna-
tionalism." TASS also notes that
acoreport was delivered by P.N.
Pospelov, director of the Insti-
tute of Marxism-Leninism at the
CPSU Central Committee.)

Note in the concluding section
of the Cogniot article in the August
issue of the WORLD MARXIST REVIEW
(the English edition of the inter-
national journal for all Soviet-
oriented CP's) the statement: "The
lessons of the epoch-making experi-
ence of the Popular Front, if due
account is taken of the dictates
of our time, have lost none of
their significance., What was then
an alliance of the working class
and the middle strata now takes the
form of the unity of all anti-
monopoly forces against the finan-
cial oligarchy and its instrument
-~ one-man rule." (The latter is
a typical CP veiled attack against
the domestic policies of President
De Gaulle while openly espousing
certain of his foreign policies
which complement those of the World
Communist Movement.)

For futher details of how the
PCF uses the Popular Front theme
see BIWEEKLY PROPAGANDA GUIDANCE
Item No. 1021 of 23 May 1966, '"New
Opportunities for French Communists"
How this is used on an international
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scale is demonstrated in COMMUNIST
TEXTS of 10 August 1966, an analysis
of the WORLD MARXIST REVIEW article
entitled "Unity of Action Is a Vital
Need of Our Time."

LI )
Communist Russel | Mock Trial Beset
Media by Difficulfies
Coverage
Wanes Just before the first

closed session of the
Vietnam "war crimes tribunal" pro-
posed by the Bertrand Russell Peace
Foundation (BRPF) was scheduled to
be held (13-16 November in London),
Russell announced that three African
presidents -- Julius Myerere of
Tanzania, Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia,
and Leopold Senghor of Senegal --
had withdrawn their support of the
Foundation's projects.® At the same
time, Communist media around the
world were paying less and less
attention to it.

The North Vietnamese radio and
press did not refer to it in connec-
tion with a large-scale bropaganda
campaign devoted to the documents
and films released 31 October by
the Hanoi-created Commission for
Investigation of U.S. Imperialist
War Crimes in Vietnam; other Commu-
nist media, reporting press confer-
ences held by North Vietnamese repre-
sentatives in other world capitals,
as well as statements of support for
North Vietnam's independent initia-
tive in this regard, were similarly
silent about the BRPF proposal. The
FRENCH PRESS AGENCY (AFP) correspon-
dent in Hanoi reported on 7 November
that the arrival of top BRPF official
Ralph Schoenman in North Vietnam
three days earlier had not even been
mentioned in the North Vietnamese
press.

*(See page Ty 17 Nov PRESS COMMENT. )

The French Government radio on
7 November broadcast an interview
with Mai Van Bo, the North Vietnamese
Government's Delegate General in
Paris. In answer to a question about
the Russell initiative, to hold a
"tribunal" in London, he gave this
noncommittal reply: "If Lord Ber-
trand Russell has had the ideq of
convoking an intermational tribunal
to denounce and condemn the war
crimes committed by the United States
in Vietnam, this will be only Just....
On our part, if we find that it is
time to denounce and to condemn the
war crimes, it ig up to all the
people of the world, including the
American people, to join their ef-
forts to those of our people to halt
the arm of the greatest criminals
in history and to make sure that the
erimes committed against peace and
humanity are not repeated against
other peoples in other countries."

Peking media continues to ignore
the BRPF proposal. Two items from
other Communist sources, on the
other hand, disclose further compli-
cations for the "tribunal" organizers:

On 1 November the Yugoslav news
agency TANYUG reported that profes-
sors and students of the University
of Ljubljana had "condemned" the
President of the Slovene Academy of
Science Josip Vidmar "because he
declined to cooperate in the commit-
tee assisting Russell's court for war
crimes in Vietnam."

In London, former left-wing MP
Fenner Brockway announced on Y4 Novem-
ber that the British Council for
Peace in Vietnam was sponsoring an
international juridical commission
to hear evidence about the war, and
that it was not connected with the
Russell "tribunal." According to a
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brief TASS report, Lord Brockway said
"he had sent a letter to Lord Russell
calling for joint actions." The Sov-
iet news agency added without comment:
"Russell put forth an idea for set-
ting up an international tribunal to
deal with the American war crimes in
Vietnam."

Prior to the London BRPF meet-
ing there were indications that the
original idea of holding a mock trial
of U.S. leaders was being altered to
make the subsequent sessions, still
scheduled for February or March next
year at some not yet confirmed site,
resemble more a "commission of in-
quiry."

Our position remains that no pub-
licity for the "tribunal" is still
the best line to follow. Statements
that there is every indication that
the Communists may be dropping or
ignoring the BRPF, despite their ap-
parent validity, could very well be
counterproductive since they might
lend an air of some respectability to
the Russell group.

The most plausible explanation
of Communist media behavior in this
connection is that the Communists pre-
fer to advance their offensive against
U.S. "war criminals" along three in-
dependent tracks: Hanoi's investiga-
tion for Communist and anti-U.S. left-
ist audiences, Russell's "tribunal"
for non-Communists and intelligentsia
of the Free World, and Brockway's for
old-line pacifists.

N

To Convene Will Soviet Writers
or not --- Meet?

One of the most dramatic
and significant cultural-political
events of 1966 could take place in
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mid-December when the oft-postponed
Yth Writers' Congress is to con-
vene in Moscow. Alternatively,
that Congress colild be as dull and
uneventful as were the Congresses
of the CPSU last March and the
Komsomol in May. The outcome of
the Writers' Congress will depend
upon the strength and audacity of
the liberal forces of protest and
the counter-weight of the regime's
mechanisms for imposing conformity
to "'socialist realism."

The struggle between the re-
gime (represented by orthodox wri-
ters and officials) and the weakly
organized but articulate liberal
writers whose most significant
works are published in NOVY MIR
(NEW WORLD) was one-sided in favor
of the former during the early
part of 1966 as the Sinyavsky-
Daniel trial and sentencing in
February was followed up by blasts
in the conservative press. Since
mid-1966, however, the liberals
have emerged more frequently from
their virtual silence. The Con-
gress, therefore, may pit the two
forces against one another in a
stirring battle for control and
the right of freer expression.

The Soviets can hardly post-
pone the Congress once again, even
though they realize it may prove
embarrassing to them. If they do,
we treat the postponement as a '
glaring admission of no confidence
in the regime's ability to let
writers express themselves openly
in public and as evidence of the
regime's awareness tha the crea-
tive Intelligentsia are alienated.
If the proceedings of the Congress
are scantily reported, we specu-
late widely on the issues and
arguments behind the scenes which
almost certainly will have been
suppressed. If Some Soviet writers

(Briefly Noted Cont.)
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break through in print with state-
ments condemning the bonds of regime
control over literature, we applaud
them and encourage the Free World's
press to give them every practicable
encouragement. In any eventuality,
we contrast the suppression of liter-
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ary expression in the USSR with the
freedoms existing in most Free World
countries and, furthermore, we register
our regret that the Soviet controls are
depriving the world of the talented Rus-
sians' valuable llterary production.
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Questionnaire

TO ALL FIELD ADDRESSES: In the past we have sent questionnaires several times
to the field on the use of our BPG's, and your responses have materially aided
us in our effort to meet your propaganda needs. Our last questionnaire was
sent in 1963, and since that time several changes have been made in the BPG's.
Will you, therefore, please fill out this form and return it within one week?
(FYI, this is the last in our current series of questionnairesn)

TO: Chief, 25X1A2d1
VIA: Chief, Division
FROM: Cos (CoB)

SUBJECT: Bi-Weekly Propaganda Guidance Issue #202, dated 24 October 1966

A, This Station (Base) utilized Guidance Items in subject issue as follows:
(Use checks: If item not received, please cross out the item number)

ITEl NUMBERS#*
1067 1068 1069

1. Articles (editorials, news, other
printed material -- if more than
one, give total).

2. Broadcasts, speeches, other non-
printed uses.

3. Discussing with Liaison, other
local indiwiduals.

Lk, Showing, discussing with State .
Dept. or other U.S. officials.

5. Background info for general
functions of your position.

Additional Comment:

#1067 WH, Free Choice for Puerto Rico; 1068, "Vlitava': Warsaw Pact 1966
Maneuvers Unprecedented in Scope; 1069 NE,AF., Nasser Jails Yemeni Cabinet.
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"Propagandist's Guide to World Communist Affairs" and unclassified Chrono-
logy.

Do you usually find the classified Guide of value in treating and exploit-
ing Communist developments? Yes___ No__ Comment:

Last Spring the Guide was changed from a bi-weekly survey of Communist
dissensions toa monthly survey of over-all world Communist developments,
not limited to dissensions. Has this change made the Guide more or less
ugseful for your purposes? More_ _ lLess _ No change  Comment:

Have you used the unclassified Chronology accompanying the Guides by:
1) Passing it to agents? Yes_ No__ 2) other (explain):

Have you used the French or Spanish translation of the Chronology?
French _ Spanish, .

Unclasgsified Attachments.

Have you passéd any of the unclassified attachments to BPG #202 to agents?
Yes  No__ Which attachments?

Do you consider the number of unclassified attachments to be generally:
too few__ enough _ too many _ Other:comment on attachments:

Subject matter.

Are the subjects covered generally pertinent to your mission? Yes
No Comment: ’

(For stations not receiving all BPG items:) Among items you do not receive,
are there any you would like? 'If yes please specify:

Relative toryour needs, and thinking back over the BPG's of the last year
or so, do you find any major subjects which are not being covered? If
yes, please specify:

General Comments: (If more space is needed attach additional sheets.)
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1075. PARL | AMENTARY OPPORTUNITY FOR 25X1C10b

THE NETHERLANDS COMMUNIST PARTY

SITUATION:  (Unclassified) In response to a formal request from
the leader of the four-member Parliamentary group of the Communist Party
of the Netherlands (CPN), the Second Chamber of the Netherlands Parlia-
ment on L October 1966 voted 80 to 47 to admit Communist deputies to
membership on the Chamber's Permanent Committees on Defense and Foreign
Affairs. This is the first time such admission has been authorized since
the 1948 Communist coup in Czechoslovakia.

Only three members of the Catholic People's Party (KVP) -- coalition
government leaders -- voted against admission of the Communists to these
committees. The proposal was also supported by the Pacifist Socialist
Party, Fammers Party, Christian Historical Union, and about half of the
Labor Party members. An article in the Socialist daily HET PAROOL com-
mented that the KVP gave their almost unanimous vote because of an evi-
dent Party decision that this action would be in line with the Vatican
lead in "bridge building" to the East. (Note: the coalition Cabinet led
by KVP Premier Cals fell ten days later on an unrelated issue.)

Largely because of the almost unanimously adverse Netherlands press
comment (see unclassified attachment), the Permanent Committees on Defense
and Foreign Affairs have voted to orgenize subcommittees to handle confi-
dential matters; CPN members will be excluded from these subcommittees.

While there are only four CPN representatives in the 150-member
Second Chamber (and only one in the 75-member First Chamber), this advance
in status of the CPN domestically is best viewed in the overall context of
efforts by Communist parties throughout the NATO ares to gain respectability
and wield greater influence,tasks re-emphasized in the goals listed at the
9-11 May 1966 conference of the West European Communist Parties held in
Vienna (see BPG items #1026, 1033, 1036, and 1043, which discuss how this
has affected other countries).

Even before the Vienna conference, CPN plans for gaining more influ-
ence in Netherlands politics were spelled out in an article in POLITIEK
EN CULTUUR, the CPN's monthly theoretical organ, by Mrs. van Ommeren-
Averink, Central Committee member and CPN Parliamentary representative.
She wrote in the March 1966 issue:

: - -03061A000400070002-0
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"The CPN ie concentrating its efforts principally on its national
obligations. We place the most emphasis on unity and collaborate
with all progressive forces in the Netherlands. We are open to
whatever is possible in the way of agreements and cooperation for
commonly held objectives, and with parties and groups that have
either striven with us in the past or are still doing so. The
commonly pursued demonstrations against the forms of a multilateral
European force and for solidarity with Vietnam arve examples of this
desire. Cooperation has increased between Socialist and Communist
workers and others. By intensifying the cooperation between Social-
iem and Communiem the perspectives are opened to bring about in the
future the gradual decrease and the ultimate elimination of any
division in the worker's movement in the Netherlands.”

Thus Mrs. van Ommeren-Averink reiterated the CPN's intention to use
the tactics of the United Front.

On 22 April 1966, the CPN daily newspaper DE WAARHEID ("The Truth")
carried a report on the previous evening's meeting of the Central Com-
mittee in Amsterdam, at which CPN Chairman Paul de Groot spoke about the
XXIIT Congress of the CPSU. De Groot stressed another tactical line
popular among Furcpean CPs, that of claiming to be basically a nationalist
party, free from entangling direction from the seats of the World Commu-
nist Movement. Denying that his Party was turning away from Moscow and
seeking alignment with Peking as had been claimed in the "bourgeois'" press,
he declared:

"The CPN has defended its independence against everyone. It will not
and it does not permit even the Chinese Communist Party to encroach
either directly or indirectly upon this complete independence. It
determines its policies itself, here in Amsterdam and nowhere else."

The CPN, whose delegates had refused to sign the final communique
at the June 1965 Conference of West European CPs in Brussels, did not send
a delegation to this year's Vienna conference; the Party explained in a
short DE WAARHETID item that it was unable to attend because of the Dutch
municipal electoral campaign and because it had been "too late and too
scantily informed" about the meeting. According to the Party paper, the
CPN objected to the way the meeting was organized: the meeting did not
confine itself to the struggle against monopolies in the capitalist coun-
tries of Europe, and its sessions were not held in public.

The CPN gained slightly in the municipal elections on 1 June. Neither
the Labor Party, a moderate constitutional socialist party which supports
NATO and was a member of the Cals coalition, nor the Pacifist Socialist
Party, a non-Communist, left-socialist, pacifist party, did well in the
election. (See unclassified attachment from the CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR,
"Dutch Face Political Storms.")
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Following the elections, the CPN's public image was somewhat
tarnished by three successive nights of rioting and vandalism in
Amsterdam in mid-June. Although the CPN admitted playing a role in
organizing the demonstration of construction workers which preceded
the riots, the Party denied, with only limited success, that it had
& part in inciting the riots themselves. Three days before the riots
began, a pro-ChiCom youth group not officially affiliated with the CPN,
called "Rode Jeugd" (Red Youth), published a RODE JEUGD BULLETTN which
encouraged its readers to break windowe in six American buildings in
the Netherlands as a "small part" of what is needed to destroy "capi-
talist possessions." When Marcus Bakker, a CPN spckesman in the Second
Chamber loudly denied complicity in the riots, the Catholic daily DE
VOLKSKRANT ironically suggested on 18 June that he "should go to the
Rode Jeugd offices and ask them to change the name of their paper be-
cause it lends itself to misunderstanding." (The subjects of Peking-
oriented Dutch Marxist-Leninist grcups and ChiCom-Dutch relations are
not treated in this Guidance.) Althcugh the activities of the CPY
are not often publicized in such CPSU-directed international publica-
tions as Moscow's NEW TIMES, the 17 August 1966 issue of that Jjournal
published the second of two reports on the Amsterdam riots. Tt noted
that, "as is usually the case, the regetionary press tried to put all
the blame for the 'organized disorder' on the Communists." The NEW
TIMES report, ascribed to a reader in Amsterdam who amplified the
original report by the paper's own ccrrespondent, claimed the riots
were ceused by the marriage of Princess Beatrix to a former officer
of Hitler's Wehrmacht, the release and deportation to West Germany of
a "war criminal," high living costs, and "imperialist aggression" in
Vietnam.

The unfavorable publicity on the CPN's role in the riots obviously had
Little effect on the Parliament, since it voted in favor of CPN partj2—5x1c10b
cipation on these two important and sensitive Permanent Committees
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25X1C10b
1076. SOVIET CROP RESULTS IN 1966

% & A 4 4

SITUATION: Agriculture in the USSR is usually viewed by Westerners
as a critically weak sector and by some Soviets, in their more candid
moments, as a hopeless situation with s catastrophic future. The balance
of informed opinion is that Soviet agriculture has fallen far below reason-
able expectations, considering the abundance of good land and of histori-
cally farm-oriented workers. The exceptionally large 1966 crop may cause
many people to re-examine their views of Soviet agriculture. The closest
observers of the USSR recognize that this vear's improvement in agricultural
production is largely attributable to very favorable weather and also to
the implementation of some long-overdue measures to improve farming. The
following discussion is elaborated upon in an unclassified attachment.

In spite of the vagueness of available reports on the Soviets' 1966
crop, it is clear that an all-time high has been reached for total agri-
cultural production and for grain. The preliminary claim by Brezhnev is
that the gross agricultural production in 1966 is 10% larger than in 1965.
Tnasmuch as double-counting® of production is tolerated, the gain in net
agricultural production is probably somewhat smaller, Furthermore, adjust-
ments will still have to be made for the Soviet practice of reporting crops
in terms of "bunker weight," or as received at the delivery point. The
final Soviet figures will, if past practices continue, be published at a
rather late date in 1967, and will then have to be converted by Western
analysts to a more meaningful basis by measuring production more accurately.

The Soviets themselvesare probably surprised that the 1966 grain crop
-’ turned out to be so good, as evident from their contracts to spend hard

currency for the purchase of almost 4 million metric tons of wheat from
Canada and France between 1 July 1966 and 30 June 1967. Seversl factors
play important roles in the 1966 results: good weather, increased use of
mineral fertilizers, and higher farm wages. The weather was not only good,
but its timing was particularly favorable. The European USSR had abundant
rainfall in the spring, and the New Lands had an ideal dry spell for the
harvest season. The application of fertilizer, a relatively simple yet

¥e.g., grain fed to animals is counted both as grain production and as
part of the value of beef, pork, poultry, and other food products.
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frequently bungled task in the USSR, was improved, especially in the West-
ern areas. The payment of higher wages and the new practice of paying a
greater number of collective farm workers regularly instead of upon comple-
tion of the harvest undoubtedly resulted in greater efforts on collective
lands without reducing substantially the amount of time spent on the private
plots. The most significant of these factors, is the weather.

The active role of the government in the production of this year's
crop should be viewed against the background of stagnation in agriculture
since 1957-58. The leaders recognized that poor crops have had the indirect
effect of limiting resources for industrial development and have also pre-
sented serious obstacles to the formulation of long-term economic plans.
Another consideration, undoubtedly, was the contribution of poor crops to
the long~term decline in the growth of per capita consumption in the USSR.
Furthermore, the Soviets showed acute sensitivity to Free World remarks
about the mysterious transformation of Russia from an exporter of agricul-
tural goods into a country which had to buy food in capitalist markets.
Whether the Soviets can reverse this unfavorable image depends upon their
being able to improve the organization and management of agriculture and to -
obtain results from the planned increase in agricultural investment during
forthcoming weather cycles. The Soviets' commitment to buy 6 million metric
tons of wheat from Canada, half in 1967-68 and half in 1968-69,indicates that
they lack confidence in their own ability to produce adequate crops consistently.

The impact of this year's harvest in the USSR is to reduce the needs to
import grain, to replenish sorely depleated reserves, and to ensure that the
Soviets will be able to take care of their export commitments to selected coun-
tries. The improvement has not been enough, however, to permit the Soviets to
1ift the rationing of flour which has been in effect since 1963.

There is no doubt that this year's crop will help relieve the USSR's
critical food supply situation. In its wake, however, it will aggravate
other problems. For instance, the USSR is most likely to be committed to an
expansion of investment and industrial production in support of agriculture;
this commitment would restrict the options for the development of other sec- -
tors in the taut Soviet economy. The lohg-overdue policy of paying wage "
incentives to farm workers will have a continuing popular impact. With dis-
posable income in the economy as a whole already growing far faster than the
supply of goods, the regime will be hard pressed to show the farm workers
that their rubles can be exchanged for an adequate amount of satisfactory 25X1C10b
goods.

2
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1077. UNITY AND SCHISM IN [TALIAN
POLITICS ON THE LEFT

25X1C10b

A A & A 4

SITUATION: (Unclassified): '"October 1966 was a memorable month for
the Italian left. The democratic left found new unity. The Communist
left found new schism." This editorial summation by the CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
MONITOR (see page 16, 3 November PRESS COMMENT for the full text), over-
simplifies, of course, the current political scene in Italy -- but, hope-
fully, presages developments which will lead toward a successful (from
the Free World point of view) conclusion at the general elections sched-
uled for 1968. (See the unclassified attachment from the Socialist paper
AVANTI, "Socialist Unity and Communist Immobilism.")

The final weekend of October saw the reunion of the Italian Social-
ist Party (PSI) and the Italian Social Democratic Party (PSDI), which
have been partners since 1963 in the coalition government led by the
Christian Democrats (CD). (The two Socialist parties had split in 1947
on the question of collaboration with the Communists.) The new party
(PSI/PSDI/United) represents 19 percent of the Ttalian electorate and
ranks third in strength behind the CD (38 percent) and the Italian Com-
munist Party (PCI) (26 percent). The meaning of this reunion in terms of
strengthening "the fabric of Italian democracy by providing a strong mag-
net for Italian : workers disillusioned with the Communists" is cited in
a NEW YORK TIMES editorial (see page 22, 2 November PRESS COMMENT), which
calls it "a victory for courage and flexibility in political maneuver"
~- one that can be studied to excellent advantage by political observers
in many other countries with major contests between Socialist and Commu-
nist parties. (See the unclassified attachments: a two-part series
from the CSM, details of the Socialist unification,and the earlier arti-
cle from the SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION, particularly for the
section in the latter on "The Problem of Communism.')

The reunification of the Socialists will probably lead to a major
regrouping of political forces around three major parties: +the Christian
Democrats, the Socialists, and the Communists. Although the possibility
exists that the new Socialist party might attract more votes away from
the right than from the far left, the pelitical isolation of the PCI
should become more and more apparent to the Italian workers. A thwarted
feeling among rank-and-file workers who have voted the Communist ticket
in the past, coupled with further electoral defests such as the PCI surf-
fered in the June 1966 local elections, could become very serious for
the PCI,

. - - 000400070002-0
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Although the PCI is definitely having difficulties, they are not
sufficiently serious to menace the party's continued existence as a major
political force -- or, to paraphrase Mark Twain, reports of its death
are greatly exaggerated.

One of the basic reasons for the gradual decline of the PCI's influ-
ence is that its leadership, held together largely by ties formed during
World War II Resistance days, is getting older and lacks the charisma of
the party's longtime chief, the late Palmiro Togliatti. As a result, it
keeps searching about for new issues trying to present a guise of posi-
tive "activism" to maintain the interest of its adherents. The Christian
Democrats and the Socialists, on the other hand, attract and maintain
supporters because of their adherence to traditional political stances.
And the CD is even getting more of a plurality of the new young voters
who are attracted by the well-paid jobs available to the major party's
supporters in the government-controlled businesses.

The PCI's views on the Socialist reunification were given in an
interview to a Paris paper and reported by the Soviet news agency TASS on
2T October thus:

"In an interview with the newspaper LE MONDE, Secretary General
of the Italian Communist Party Luigi Longo stated that the Italian
Communist Party takes a 'clear stand of criticism and denunciation’
toward the unification of the Italian Socialist and Social Democra-
tic parties. This is because, Longo pointed out, in the first place,
it leads not to uniting labor and socialist forces, but to deepen-
ing and widening the differences existing today among the working
and democratic masses of Italy, because it is based on a renuncia-
tion of any contacts and cooperation with the Communist Party and
other leftwing forces of the Italian labor and socialist movement;
and, in the second place, because unity resting upon a Social Demo-
eratic ideologieal and political foundation shows that the Soctial-
i8ts are abandoning their best traditions of class and soctalist
struggie.”

More evidence -- which can be understood by audiences in other
countries with actual or potential splits and dissensions among Socilal-
ists -- of how the Communists fear the unity of the Socialists and its
effect on the labor vote is provided in the attached unclassified clip-
ping from the 14 September issue of NEW TIMES, the Moscow-published
weekly journal of comment on international affairs, which complains that
the new party's "Unity Charter" runs counter to the '"meed for agreement,
contact, cooperation, and united action of Communists and Socialists on
crucial issues."

The PCI is also in danger, although to a far lesser degree, from
its own far left. Two weeks before the Socialists reunited, a pro-Chicom
"Italian Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist)" was formed at a conference
in Leghorn of Dissident Communist splinter groups. Uncoordinated
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pro-Chicom factions have existed in Italy for the past three years, but
they have not succeeded in winning a significant following -- and at
present the Chicom "cultural revolution" is believed to be disillusion-
ing many possible adherents of the party. (See "Briefly Noted" item,
"Italian Communists Embattled on Right and Left," in BPG 202, 24 October
1966, )

The apparent effect of the formation of this new group is not as
important as the British press would make it appear (see the attached
article from the 22 October ECONOMIST of London, "Togliatti No, Marx
Yes," and the following items in PRESS COMMENT: page 5, 1 Nov —- LONDON
OBSERVER, '"Communist Desertions End Hopes of Office"; page 5, 31 Oct --
LONDON TIMES, "Europe's Newest Communist Party"; and page 6, 25 Oct —--
LONDON TIMES, "Italian Communists Face Party Split"). The party should
not be thought of as an organization composed of militant youth but
rather of misfits of all ages. The real reason for its formation can be
discerned in its attack on the current PCI policy of seeking political
power through peaceful elections and possible accommodation with the 25X1C10b
Soclalists.

3
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77’ 'Then e¢ame 1956, and the tragic events in
' Hungary that deeply rent the far left eve

CPYRGHT =

‘The Ttalian

By Mario Rossi

ture which could deeply affect their coun-
try's political life. Some others are keeping
a close eye on it; the majority are keeping
their eyes on 'I‘V httle carmg one way or
another,

Last Sunday the two main socialist parties
of Italy formally united on a middle-of-the-
road-platform which could break for good
‘the political monopoly held. by the Christian|
Democratic Party since -the end of World
‘War II. It could also confirm the government
‘in its present left-of-cenier position, ending
the ever-present threat of a renewal of the
coalition between the Chrlstlan Democrats
‘and the Right.

" Significant also is the fact that Italy
~will have one less political party. The
influential parties will be limited to four:

Christian Democratic, Communist, Socials] .

erywhere. Mr. Nenni shared the revulsion

| against the bloody suppression of that ra-

: Somahsts-—fl N

~volt; he had also mrrived at the conclusion
by then that the Communists could not gain

I power and that he and his party would get
nowhere with them.

There followed a collapse of the pact of
non action with the Communists. Mr.

Nenhi’s party next moved to parliamentary

supgort of the center government, and finally
partjcipated in the government with Mr.
Nenhi as vice premier. '

THis change in policy led to a new split
and |the emergence of a Socialist Party of
Proktarian Union—a pro-Peking group well
to ti{e left of the Italian Communist Party. I
has [few followers and little influence.

‘Aijother event which helped pave the way
to Hocialist reunification was the election
of Mr. Saragat as president of the republic.
An pndisputed way to leadership of a re-
unitgd party was. thus left open io Pietro
Nenpi—with ‘the understanding, however,
that|he should accept the Social Democrats’
basif platformi-—which he readily did.

First of ttbd.articles_.:‘ '

ist, and Liberal (conservative).

¢ Italian politics ‘have been dominated by
this impending event for some time. To un-
derstand its impact we must make a shor{
‘diversion into history. -

the fall of fascism, the Socialists emerged
as a compact party under the leadership of
Pietro ' Nenni.. The need to continue the
struggle agamst those social and economic
factors that had made fascism poss1b1e, coms
bined with a strong:class consciousness, had
led Mr. Nenni to make a pact of common

When political life resumed in Italy with’

CHAISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOHR
L November 1066

The Italian

Socialists—2

“~—r action with the Communists. CPYRGHT
: While there were sufficient internal rca- ] N
o ! gons (as Mr. Nenni saw it) to justify this By Mario Rossi
Co pact, it did mean supporting the Soviets « : Rome
as the Communists of course did—in the cold Yhen Giuseppe Saragat was elected to
war against the Western nations. An influen- | thq presidency of the Italian Republic in
tial group of Socialists objected to this, lead« | Ddcember, 1964, many observers thought
|mg to a split in 1947, just prior {o the decisive | thdt he was being taken right out of the
lelections that were to be held a few months | mdrket place of Italian party politics. In
later and which, it was feared, the Commu- | Itgly, the presidency is not an executive but
fmsts and their Soc1ahst allies had a chance | a figurehead office. And so, it seemed, the
to win. wdy was lelt open for Pietro Nenni to
The new bréakaway party under Gluseppe enjerge as the unchallenged leader of a re-
Saragat was Social Democratic -along the | un|ted Ifalian Socialist Party
- lines of the British Labor Party, supported r. Nenni has indeed so emerged. But Mr.
T .| 8nancially by American labor, and decidedly | Safagat has still been a major if not always
i *| “anti-Communist and pro-Western, It sup- | obyious inflience in Shaping the course of
R ported :the Christian Democratic majority, | Solialist reunification and in making Italian
.and often shared with them, through thick | sogialism more respectable. To begin with,
‘and thin, the responsibility of government. | MJ. Saragat — who broke with Mr. Nenni in
i+ The workers remained for the most part | th¢ early postwar vears and founded the
i faithful to Mr. Nenni and the old Socialist | Sopial Deinocratic Party — hasg been, by'
Party, which usually managed to get twice | ge eral consent, a good Presmlcnt He has
‘as many votes as Mr. Saragat’ . Lr
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‘even if his socialism is' very middle-of-the-
:road; and simultaneously he has stood firm
_in defense of democratic institutions, Prop-
erly, he has been a President above party.

As a matter of fact, Mr, Saragat has been
“far more effective as a President than as
‘a party leader. By his wise handling of the
presxdency he has done much to enhance
the image of the moderate Socialists among
the voters.

The reumﬂed Socialist- Party thus finds
itself in a position' to become a major
factor in Italian politics. It will appeal to
a large number of people who would like
a consistent plan of reforms pushed by a
party which is neither Roman Catholic nor
Communist. It also may exploit a rather
important development in Italian social life:
the.lopsening up of what was once a strong
class consciousness on the part of the work-

ers. A new aristocracy has come into be- -

ing within the working class in recent years
which has acquisitions of its own to defend
and i$ no longer mterested in class ware
fare.

The new party also will appeal to those
workers who understand that the time of
the barricades, and revolutions, and vio-
lent seizuresi of power is over as far as
Italy is concerned. Italy will have reforms
by evelution or no reforms at all; :

- Bath' the Christian Democrats and the
Commumsts have realized the impact that
Socialist reunification is bound fo have upon
Italian politics. . The Christian Democrats
do not like the prospect in the least. They
see in it a threat to their power and a strong
limitation én their freedom of action. Furs
thermore, it cannot be excluded that a nums
ber of voters, who supported the Christian
Democrats -as a moderate party “without
accepting its ecclesiastical connections will
prefer .an equally moderate ‘lay groupmg.

The -unified Socialists probably will cons
tinue to cooperate with the Christian Deme

ocrats in future left-of-center governments,

but their power to insist upon meaningful
reforms will be much greater than hither.

‘to. Christian Democracy will have {0 coms

mit itself to a policy of close alliance with
the Socialists, and of acceplance of most
of their program, if it wants to continue
ruling the country :

The impact in the Commumst camp has
also been deep. The party is not expected
to lose many votes to the unified Socialists;
but unless it accepts the new state of affairs
it will become a party of carpers and come
plainers, In all fairness it must be recog=
nized that without Communist agitation
many of the progressive achievements of
recent years would pmbably not have been
initiated.

A young Communist told me: “In Sweden -

I would support a Labor Party because that
would be sufficient to give the people a fair

deal. But Italy is not Sweden. Here we-:

need more radical action to achieve the

_same results.” There are quite a few Come=

munists who feel that way, Most of them
consider Socialist reunification with favor,

The Communist Party hierarchy has taken
positions meant to keep the doors open tow
ward socialistn. It hopes that one day events
will lead the Socialists to prefer an alliance
of the left, which would include left-wing
Catholics both within and without the Chrise

tian Democratic Party. This possibility is' .

probably somewhat distant, but it cannot
be dlsmlised

The late Palmiro Togliatti saw the trend
of Italian politics with great clarity and had

spent tHe last months of his life- working

toward an alliance -of the left.

Italian politics will be worth watching ..

from now on. It could be that Italy’s “eco=-
nomic miracle” has helped pave the way

for a pohtlcal evolution which is bound to

have repercussxons throughout the Western
world o

Last of two articles.
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VHE finishing touches arc being
put to the merger of the Italian

Socinlist and

Social-Democrat - par-.

CPYRGHT

VLAPINIR KUPRIVANOV

and harden the

they

prospe.
Democratic

split, Why shouidl
be so enthusinstic pow ot B
et of o Sociibist and ¢

merger? The o

y

tios. A joint commiltee has draws
up and published a Declaration” of
principles, political action and organy

appellation, the Unity Charter, Thd
leadership of the two partics havd
agrecd on the Constitulion of theis
joint organization and on procedutey
for the duration of the trunsitior
pcriod. Speeial’ congresses are to by

stituent conference. -But at the in;
sistence of ihe Social Demoerats thg
merger wili-be finally formalized al
tet the 1966 parliamentary elections

The Socinlist leaders have pro
claimed tho forthcomm mergor - 4
“digistorie  turning  point,” “a ney
stage” in the Italian socml)ot move
ment. They are thus assuming a very
heavy responsibility.

Capitalists Weicqme Merger

Uniting all the workers’ partics i
n single organization is a historica
{task. Any real step towards that god
would, of course, be' welcome. Fo

. pf many parties speaking for th
working cless, considerably hamper
-the labour and democratic forces i
-the struggle for peace and progr
Evcr since the wiar, thcre has becq

ization, or, to use its more commor]

held in October,- followed by a conq

il 2 o Bl o} '—""00 -

.the absence of unity; the existencg.

process of division within the Ital-
dn lubour movement, In 1947-49,
e hicit wing scceded from  the
Sheialist Party to form o brcakaway
ofganization, thé Social-Democrat
Mhrty. In 1064, the Lelt forees found
tllernsslves compelled to breuk with
be Socialist Party and {orm an
fpanizatinn of | their own, the
beintist Parly of Proleiarian Unity.
aly  Ulwerefore has  fouwr  labour
hrtics: Communists, Socialists, Pro-
tarian Unity Soclialists and Social
emocrals. This was beund to have
adaverse impaet o the develop-
ent of the labdur moveraent and
strugite. ’
Wow {wo of the {our parties aie
crging. One would have expected
he monopolies and the ‘press that
sheaks for them to come out ih ada-
mpont opnosition and o do cvery-
tping possible to  prevent unity.
Ifowever, we have the vory opposite.
Queh leading  capitalist papers as
Messaggero, Corriere della Sera and
Resto del Carlino have, in ciifect,
approved of the merger, though not
wfithout certain reservafions.
All along the capitaiist class. and
ils press have done everything fto

=

=

~x
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will

Unity
activifies of the two pavtics’

ship

. Th

The
docu

vfor has been aptly
by the weelkly

Y

e found i an m'ualv{m OF
Charter, and in the ornbiond
lendor-
h the recent period

H .,
Ains
most distinetive feature of i

formiilated
Lspresso.

of the Mew FPury

mapgazainge
[haretor) 16 writes, 1s “a political

sont in which all mention ol

ultinkite uims and structural yeioving

and
redi
ils ¢
tionigs
time
frigh
{rom

aceerft

wan]
ed,
Th
parg)
the e
ence
onisy

sions]

The
what
striv

noans of their achicvomenti o
cd {o a bare minimura” Tru,
mpllers could nob avoid men-
g Marxism, but ot [ the
they have been corciul not w
an away eienments L removed
Maixism, elcments that do uot
the class struggio and do nod
to sec the working class uail-

wilie

Charter says that the new
will *wage a struggle against
hpitalist system,” fov {he cmoerg-
bf a society “free of theaniag-
hs resulting fromy class  divis
" How is this to be achieved?
Chuarter providess no answer
bver. It says that the party will
for ecconomic planning and

fdrevent labour unity and to widen
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sal rocial aims” But what relorms,
i

snd How thdy ave to bheimplonenied,:
5. nob staleds Nov are tiere any

Cother vonercie plang or propasals,

Authorilavian ond dictatorial
{rends are inhorent in the eapifalist
systom, the Charler furiher says.
“he capilalist systoin, while for-
mally observing ‘the rules of demo-
cratic procedure, rests on exploita-
tion .of man by man.!

Faw are liktly to object 1o that,
Bul there is still the gucstion: how

-is this 1o be squared wiih the thesis, -
isel out in the Charter, that years of -
‘siruggle by thelabour and democerat-

Jic forces ¢re more and more irans-
forming the capilalist slale Yirom
an instrument ol oppression serving
the capitnlisls into. a polentinl ins

strument of the liberation of labour,”

{0 the extent {hat labour partici-
pates in the administralion of state
power.” .Realilies, and notably  the
sliruggle of the Italian workers,
wholly refute that contention.

In fact, the Charter says that “the
siruclure of society and social rela-
lionchip must be altered” and calls
for “serious struggle cgainst the
Right and cextrome Right forces, and
against conservative pressure on the

state,” But there is no mention of.

monopoly power, nor of the main

The “Free World”

“Just hold on a minufe, I"m not sure
if this Is the weether forecast or the

‘news!” v .
"Eeccles in the London Morning Star

party of Italian capitalism,  the
Christiatt Demiocrals, npainst wwhan
=in the net teo distent postetho
Socialist leaders weve . pledzed {o
wage a determined struggle for pows-
er; This deliberate {uilure to men-
tion the Christian Democrol Paviy
is all the more sicange considering

-that in the past Nenni and the other

Socialist leaders” devoted much at-
tention {o the problem of relatlions
with it,

Press comnmenialors atbeibute the
abscnce of polomical refercnecs to
the Christian Democrats to Socialist
and Social-Democrat  leaders’  re-
luctance to antagonize their senior
coalition pariner. Indeed, the Char-
ter says the Centre-Left policy will
be continued, implying that the new
party will co-operate in the govern-
ment with the Christian Domocrats,
on their terms.

Attitude Towards the
Communists

“The problem of communism is
more sharply posed in Italy than in
any other country,”
declares. It admits that the strength
and influence "of the Communist

Party make it necessary to agies, on

oceasion, lo pavallel, cven joint, ac-
tion, parlicularly to fight buclk the

~political and ccononiic onslatght of

the conscrvalive and  pro-fascist
forces. The Socialist leaders vejact
the “idea of 1lurnipg 1ihe vigorous

- and irreconcilable idcolovical con-

troversy with lhe Communistg into
daily quarrelling in an aliempt o
‘isolate’ the Communists.”

And yet we have the Chavter
calling for politienl and ideclogicol
division wilh the Communists, who
have the support of the majority of
the working class. More, Nenni has
even appealed for a4 campaign
“against communist hegeinony in the
world of labour” The' Socialist
Avanti has carried items clearly de-
signed to foment strife between So-
cialists and Communisis.

The Charter says the new party

the Charter

close co-operation and on

will * preserve the awionomy  ond
temocratie  [oundations  ob docod
poviernvaent. Tids s ol ery e
the Socialist amd Social-Democrat
leaders’ attempls to underimine Leii
unify in the municipal councils, In
recent months, aller twenty yearg of
patentiy
absurd prelexts, the Socialists seve
cred all ties with the Communists in
the municipal  eouncils  of  Sicena,
Iorencee, Livorno. Javerna  and
many other towns, That tuctic is
now being duplicated in the peasant
organizations.

In short, the fucls will show thot
the present poliey of the Sociulist
Right wing & weokening laboly
unily, widening the vith, and croite
ing more favourchie conditiens for
reactionary muanocuvics.

Trade Unien Policy

The rank and file of the {wo par-
tivs bielong to diffcrent trade union
federations, and this creates a didi-
calt and cmbarrassing nrobiem. The
Socialists are linked with the masi-
es through {he General Coufedera-
tion, ot Labour (CG!L)_, wiiere tiere
has always beon close co-operation
between Socialists and Conmununists.
In fact, united action in the trade
unions has become a central {actor
in -promoting labour unity and hos
served as a.powerful instrumont in
defending ihe workers’ vital intor-
ests and in the strugzgle fop democ-
raecy and social progress. The So-
cinl Democrals have their own Lrade
union centre, . the Italiun Lanour
Union.

At first, the idea was to set up a
united, “Soclalist” nalional union
cenlre, This proved ex'remecly un-
populay with the membership, for it
was obvious that it would only muke
for more disunity. Yet, the Charter
reverts to that idea, though in a
thirly veiled form. It says the Social+

. ists will retain the present structure

of trade union afliliation, but only
for “the immediate future.” A stoale-
ment of the Socialist leadership
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"But,
is also assurance that the new party
~will “accept Italy's ties and obliga~

. Social-Democrat Manifesto,

“-war document based entirely on anti-

- communism, Silence on ihis impor-

~ tant {ssue could be construed to sig-

- nify acceptance of this anti-commu-
. nist statement.

“(Avant!, Aug. D), In connectlon with

© the party’s fourih {rade union puluy
confercm.c, was greeled by the capi-

i talist press as a blow lo the CGIL,

The statcment says that the “Sccial-
ist {rend,” which hitherto co-oporat-
ed with the Communists, must now
Upeconsider ‘ihe pattern of relations
‘within the General Confederition
of Labour.”

: B Foreign Policy

The most conecrete, and in this
author's view the most conservative,

. soctions of the Charler deal with

foreign policy. There is assurance of
support for the United Nations’ ef-
forts 1o relax iniernalional iension
and improve East-West velations,
in contradiction to this, there

tions under the Atlantic pact, in ils
defensive and geographically limited

policy is approved.

The U.8. aggression in Vieinam,
condemned by progressives every-
wheve, is not even mentioned. More,
some Socialist leaders have sought
to_justify, albeit obliquely, Washing-

{on’s aggression’ by appealing for’
‘ understanding and appreciation of
- “America’s sincere desire to sclile
- the conflict peacefully without humi-

© lating U.S. prestige”
The new party will be afﬁlmtcd

" fo the Socialist 'International. One
‘would expect theé Charter to tale a

definite stand on the TFrankfort
a cold-

The gap between Socialist procla-
mation and Socialist practice in
forelgn and home policy can cleurly
be seen in what the Socialist leaders
- say in ihe -columns of Awvanti. And
i"the contradiction between pzoclama—
' tion and practice is due to a com-

pxomise between Socxalxsts and So-
{

. . .
¢ i

. unity
‘workers’ parlies without excoption.

interpretation.” In other words, Nalo.  peft Suciulists declared

. mass

. remains
resisted the new splilting tactics of

clal-Democrats  and, also, to the
helerogencous  coniposition
two parties. For {héy contain groups
which widely diflelr, in some cuses
are direct opposites, both in tradi-
tion and policy. The Unity Charter
tries to find a common denominator
by vetreating from the best class
traditions of the Socialist  Party
which have served as a guide for a

_ whole gencration of Italian workers,

The Left Socialists

The Left Socislists remaining
within the party, and also supporters
of Riccardo Lombatdi and Fetrnando
Santi, arc opposed to organizational
unity with the Social-Democrats.
They have been wazing a consisient
campaign in defence of the party’s
militant traditions; for working-class
and co-opcration  with all

At their conference in June, the
that the
merger, as now conceived, can’ only

be interpreted as an attempt to block:

progross towards genuine unily of
all trends in the Italian labour move~
ment, and is therefore unaéccpta-
ble to all iruc Socialists.

The Lot Socialists reject the
Unity Charter and the policy prin-
ciples on which it is based. They
are cspecially eritical of its
aggrcssiou in Vietpam, its accepi-
ance of Nato policy, and ils atbteinpts
to widen the split with the Comimu~
nists and Proletarian Unity Social-
ists. They also reject its ambiguous
trade union policy. '

The merger, ihey maintain,f will
only posipone the socialist recon-
struetion of Italy and will do much
damage to working-class unify and
interests. The Socialist rank andfile
and the active membership of, the
Gemoeratic  organizations,
where unity with the Communists
firm, have vigorously

failure
- to take a clear-cut stand on the UL, .

of  the

.

the Socmhst lc xclc'hip anl have

clearly condemnced  the  anti-coms
munist. aims and substance o the
merger.
Chr!.;t;un Demnocral
Apprenensions
The Charter is studiously  sileat

about the Chruistian Democr: ts, ut
the Christian Dcemocrats aie
thing but silent about the Chafer and
the Socialists, Of course, th.y can-
not remnin indifforent to the lwo-
parly merger, And thoush 1n _-, nave
no reason to belicve that the x-,:w,
unifed parvty will reaolly t Soup
arms against the-capitalist systiem,
there -is a4 certain amount of
prehension  in the Democ pistian
leadership. There is cven frar that
the merger might affeet thiciv com-
manding position. .

Luny-

ajs-

However, 1hal is not the dominant
note in Demwochristian reactlen to

the morger. In their public olate-
ments the Demochristian londors

cmphasize that the new paviy st
from the very start be a piiant lool
in the struggle aguinst tho Commu-
nists. Mariano Rumwor, the Domo-
christian porty scarctary, cold an
Lspresso interviewor that he and
his colleagues were opposed {0 a unit-
ed Socialist party wiich, in-cortain
citcwmstances, would Lave Comimu-

“nist support in Parliament, ‘That, he

sauid, would ‘re-ostablish the “bar-
rier” between the sceular and Cutho-
e parctics. And Rumor's  doputy,

Flaminio Piceoli, has worped that if
the new parly sought to co-operata
with the Communists, the Christian

Demoerats  would have to gite up’
the present parinersiip Afrange-
ment. Ile broadly hinled {hal! the

Christian Demodrats were apprehen-
sive not so much about the possible
weakening of their
vour of the united
as about the possibility of u broud
united front of all the democralie
forces, the Communists innrluded.

positions in fa-
Socialist party,

There is every evidence o contin-
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force them lo make more conces-
sions, all of them of an anti-com-
munist nature, to thelr Soclal-Demo-
erat partners. As for the latter,
thelr party scerctary, Mario Tunassi,
hns biuntly stated, in a Corriere
dctla Scra interview, that isolation

uing pressure on the Soclulists to

of the Communist Parly is onc of
the main purpnses ol the merger,
* L ] Ll
It eliould ba noted that the moerger
mizht strengthen in o section of the
Ttalion workers illusions about the
benefits of the Centre-Left poliey

pursucd by the Demochristians in

co-operation with the Socalists and
Sgclal Democrats, What policy aims
at kecping the labour movamaent dis~
united und isolailng the Communist
Party. It 1s believed in caniialist
circles that moderate, hall-way
reforms will take the cdpe off suma
of the social and ceonomic problems
and oust the Communists from poili-

| LOAE AR g erhs hein i iy

',IN IHE NEWS»

CPYRG HTKarl Ernst

Ulrich _de I\’Ialziére

later he fought in the Soviet Union
with the 18th and 10th Motorizdd In-
fhntry Divisions). There he was wounded
nd {ransferred to the High Command
aserve. After that ho served wilh the
vy General Stafl Operations Dopart-
ent, ending the war as Licufenant-
olonol, From 1945 to 1947 he was B
sitish prsoner of war.

1n 1951 do Maiziére joined the newly-
stablished Blank Ddpariment, which set

General Karl Ernst Ulrich de Maiziére,
Inspecior of the Land Forces, who suce
cecded Ganeral Heinz Troifiner as

Inspector-General  of the Bunideswehr’

on August 25, was born Into a civil
saervant's family at Stade on Febru-
ary 24, 1912

This descondant‘-of the French Hugue«;
nots began his- military career in 1930 -

end won his commission in 1933. He
fought against Poland and. France, &nd
then took a general staff course in 1940,

e firfi West-German military represen-
tive |at the Paris discussions 'of the
uroppan Defence Community plans.
h Defember 1955 he was prowoted
Folonbi and subsequenily sorved with
ho Bundeswehr Operational  Heade
buaridrs and commanded diverse unifs.
v 1940 ho was made Generai shd ap=
bointdd commander of the Aruy infer-
al Sdrvices School. In 1962 he became
bead bt iho Bundeswehr Military: Acad-
bmy. Pn October- 1, 1964, he was pro-

tuf Td remilitarize the counfry, Ho was

ApproVed For Release 1999/88/24' . CIK—RDP78-03061A0_004000700'02-0 |

oted Licutcnant-General and  made
nspecipr of the Bundeswehr : Land
Forcos,

In the Bundeswehy, Gen. de Maiziere
s regarded as o military theorotician.
Lo is an advocale of “forward strategy”
nd has fime ond again called for the
Equipmenf of the Bundeswehr with
huclear weapons. He also insists on
preparing  the Bundeswehr for - an
declogical  conflict!’ with commumsm.

5 oA LE A R Sl v mos s 734 e oA
ment has failed to acticve that.
Every. “reform” it has introduc-
ed, or announccd, beavs the. hall-
mark of monopoly policy, and none
of the reforms has helped to solve
such problems as one ruliion fully

uncmployed, souring prices, wage

demands, and raany others affecting

the conditions of Italy's working
population. )
Now there are ncw promises, even
more lavish. And they comg not so
much from the Demochiislians us
from tho Socialist Right wing ond
tho Social-Democrals. Orvganization-
al unity of these two pariics, the
public is told, is the cure tor ail the
evils oi Italia‘n capitalism, Whe new
parly will ;,iVL the workers prosper-
ity, wipce out uncmployiient, intro-
duce economic planning, cte. And it
has to be sald that thesc promises
exert a certain influence on workers
who still believe in the sircerily and
goodwill of the Socialist leaders.
But how are all these promises o
be carried oul? Within the {rame-
work, it appears, of Centre-Lelt
policy, without the Comimuanists and
against them. No weonder the con-
servative forces have alrcady given
their approval to the programme of
a party that still does not exist.
The trend in the West has . been
away from the myths and prejudices
of the cold war. More and more

- people are coming to sce the need

1
O P L E
m'utﬂf:ﬂmﬂ'}.i‘ﬂ T ST TR AR Rad

IN THE NEWS
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Saragrecment,  CORIACL COODCLLICN

and united action of Communists
and Socialists on crucial issues and,
of course, on the towering issue of
war and peace. The Unity Charter
runs counter to this progressive
trend, which is steadily gaining
acceptance in the West-European la-
bour movement,

'CPYRGHT
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UNITY OF ITALIAN SOCIALISES AND SOCIAL DEMOCRALS
PROCEZDS WHILE DO-NOTIING COMMUNISZS COMWPLAIN

[Following is a translation of an article by

Prance CGerardi entitled, "Soglalist Unity agd

PCI Immobilism," ia the Italian~language dally CPYRGH
organ of the Italian Soclalist Party, Avanti! T

[

(Forwards!), Rome, 25 September 1966, Dage 1.,

_ A number of news items has been collecting nere day
by.day and they now seem to be teking on definite shape: a
broad erisis among the Communists in Huscany, autonomous

. movements being set up in Milan, Modena and Parma, sinilaxr

' dissident movements among Communists at Palermo and throuszh-

- ou% the whole of Sicily and again in Modena and Parma groun:s
seve pulled out of the PSIUP |Partito Socialista I[talieno di

. Unitd Proletaria; Italian Socialist Party of Proletarian

- Unity)] claiming themselves to be pro-Chinese, persisteav zu-

mors of a nationwide congress Yo found a so-called Partvito

- Cermunista dai Italia (Communist Party of Italy), widespread

 individual rcsignetions from the pardy even in thle country

- @istricts and expulsions from the party too numerous To maeke

“%them attributable to individual personal cases.

These are the first outward signs of the crisis amcng
" the Communists already admitied by the PCI [Partito Comunisca
- Italiano; Itelien Communist Party] leadership dut without any
vay being indicetved to overcome the crisis; Thesge are syio-
. toms of a disease that is really more serious than .the cracks
-~ ghowing on the surface. One could even say that the very
- consciousness of the seriousness of the disease has para-
“lyzed the hands of the PCI leadership, hands that were umuch
more active during what sunvesrcd to be much more dramatic
times such as the weeks and nonths following the Budapesy
_revolt [the Hungarian revolution]. ‘

A% the wop of the pyremid there Is the conflict Thut
sees the Soviet Union opposed o China in a veritable torrent
‘of invective wherein one daily hears the Communists' own cher-

ished myths exploded, from the one that made the Communist
Party a party of saints every so often subverted by some trai-
. bor to the one about the Communist state being a cornucopia
cof wealth and a dispenser of well-being and the myth that
made every Communist society a just soclety without inner
-conflicts or that the worldwide oxrganization of Communist
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The gradual breakdown of barrviers which is also making head-
way in Eastern Burope leads to new contrasts and comparisons
every day and other myths are exploded while problems arise
and quesitions are asked that have no answer.

The PCI leadership is out in the rain and it is get-
ting soaked to the skin. The sense oI disorientation spreads
throughout the rank and file but the leadership stands still,
mouthing the worn-out platitudes of the old mythical-moralis-
tic propaganda. It actually seems that they are preparing
thenselves for the worst. A symptom of the present state of
| things is the decision which appears final of unifying the
| party's daily organ at Milan, doing away with Unita (Unity)

in Rome, a decision motivated by economic difficulties but
evidently also influenced by a calculated decision to rely
more on labor demands and the ftrade union movement than on
political initiative, the inconsistency of the latter being
implicitly recogniged. (Avanti! was born in Milan but trans-
ferred its offices %o the capitval (Rome) when the party be-
cane aware of laving become an essential part of the nation's
political life: ever since then the various shifts in loca-
tion of the po..itical press between the two clties has always
been influenceé by the political conditions of the moment).

, It is easy %0 predict that under these conditions the
uneasiness of the Communist rank and file is bound to in-
crease. 1t is even easier to predict that under these con-
ditions the Communist polemics against Socialist (and Social
Democratic) unrTication will be destined to fail. Certain
vords spoken by Giorgio Amendola against the unification —-
"5 policy that is trying to be pressed home in the face of
discouragement and weariness, that is trying to be made ac-
ceptable because of moral weakuness and cultural feebleness.."
scem to be written to order for the PCI and one could swear
that some of U._lt&'s readers will take 1t that way, some who
perhaps still aave sowme faith left in Amendola in spite of
all the delusiong suffered by his followers.

Socialist wnity is a proposal that stands before the
‘mass of the Italian people, which stands before the entire
Italian Left, which presents itself in the face of all the
divisions and weeknesses of the Italian Left. It matters
not that Amendola states that we have arrived prematurely
at unification, Nor does it matter that Giancarlo Pajetta
complains about how long it is taking (Pajetta says that the
unification was born in 1956 at our Venice party congress; '
and it is' true that Socialist unity was bora with the auton=-
omy of the Soeialists from [democratic] centralism and from -
[popular] frontism, but Pajetta should also show that the
ten years that followed were <thrown away, something that he
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T PYarty is navigating in the trough). Presumpituous arguments
e L - and pretexts for arguments, at lcast those offered by the

& I Communists, no longer matiter today. This type of polemics
does not weaken us and does not strengthen anybody. The fact
that the entire Socialist rank and file is moving in a body
towards unification should also teach them something, Jjust
as they should also learn something from the approbation
given the unified party by forces outside the PSI and the
BSDI [Partito Socialista Italiano; Italian Socialist Party]
and [Partito Soclaldemocratlco Italiano; Italian Social Dem-
ocratic Party]. .

_ Democratic forces have today in Italian society a
place and a strength that expect to be translated into poli-
tical terms. Democratic positions have gained a predominant
place in the schools, are decisive in the field of culture,
-have a decisive influence on the arts and are being dissem—

| inated broadly, being reflected in the behavior of individu-

o - als and’ collectlvelj by the masses. This condition of pre-

~aw | dominance is not reflected in the political-economic struc-

' 1 ture of the country, though, due to the permanent political
and trade-union divisions of democratic forces. By Social-
ist unity we 'wish today to bring togéther all the forces
that are available for a policy of democratic developnent.
The true test for us lies in the area of new and conclusive

" proposals and not in the area of useless polemics; it is the
refusal of the Communists to budge that brings into the fore-—
ground the problem of a new coungquest of the labor movenent
by Socialist‘forces. It is an objectlve necessity which
arises out of the Italian situation, itself, and if it is
‘not brought about things will not get better but instead
will run into new obstacles, new disappointments and more

: - | delays..
<:> ; It is not a question, then, of brealking the Center-
' Lefv coalition, of burying a correct and ;rultful policy in

: | exchange for the usual orgy of words that under the curreat
h ~ domestic and international conditions do not have the power
‘ to hurt a fly. The inmportant thing to do is to go anead
with the Center-Left coalition, to meke the forces for prog-
ress prevail ‘within the Center-Left, to succeed in convert-
ing into deeds the programs agreed upon and insofar as poss-
2l ible to promote the commonly-held aspirations for a renewal
" [of society and of the nation]. The thing to do is to break
the domination of the moderates which also befalls the DC
| [Democrazia Cristiana; Christian Democratic Party] reducing’
the democratic strength of its popular rank and file. It
is a matter of laying the foundations for a fubure Christian
Democratic and Socialist leadership of the state, fulfilling
the desires and aspiraulons of the best forces within the
eountry.

This is the socialist unification and these are the
objectives that can be achieved with unification. The use-
.| less polemiocs take a place far, far to the rear of these

V;'_programs. e , , Co

e ,..,,._mi i i
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Ttalian Seocialist Unity - final stages

‘E-kThc final s ssions of the joint conumittee set up by the Italinn Socialist P

“to establish u basis for the reunifiention of

‘the two partles approved a declaration of principles. on 2 :
leader of the P.S.L., and Mario Tanassi, General Seeretar

ew up the statutes of the ne

‘ordinary C mgress of the united Party. The Central Commiitees of the two partics are t | : ;
Socialist Constituent Assembly, forned of delegates from the Natiount Con

:shows Pie(ro Nean,
‘mecting. T e joint conmmittec also dr

"Congresses on Qctober 19-21, and the

P.S.D L. and the P.S.L, will follow soon

iy (P51, and the Jtaliun Social Demecratic Parly (.5.D.0)
i and 29, Duriag these final meetims representatives f
al vrpiisation for the fuiure united Paity, Our picluie
v of the P.S.D.IL, scen topether at the fiind
w Pariy and decided on the procedure to be foilowed until tiwe firet
o meel on September B-17, the respeetive
oresies of the

the two partics ook plice oniuly 2
political action and infern

afterwards. We publish below the declaration drawn up by the joint commitice.

PEPLPIIC W CVETIT L L Vo N

“The Sociaist Party formed by the
cunification »f the P.S.1. and the P.S.D.1.
takes its plice in political lifc as a new

‘force dediiated to the service of the{cracy and frecdom
its| freedom, political, civil and religious

‘working clisses and of the nation;

‘aim is to find solutions to the newand ju

‘problems vhich confront socicty and conditions of frcedom and demwocracy,
in the s

" the stale,

The unif ed Party continues the tra-:
-dition of th: Italian Socialist Movement,.
“which first organised itself as a political:

- party at the Genoa Congress of 1892,
and from which it inherits doctrinal
experiences. beginning . with the basic
doctrines o Marxism, and also political
experienees. gained during three-quarters
of a century of class struggles which
; werc always hard and often bloody.

lts doctr.nes and actions continue to

jevolve in step with changing historical
tand social conditions, changing con-
P ditions which are characteriscd by the
“ever-growing involvement of the working
‘classes in the democratic life of the
country.
. The Party does not ask of its members
rany strict adherence to a philosophical
for religious crecd, and welcomes all
" those .currents of thought which accept
i the cthical principals and the political
- and social Heliefs inspired by the ideals
; of justice, cquality and peace on which
- the Party has bascd its own programme.

It is the aim of the Party to build a
{ society in which the contradictions and
: constraints  deriving from the class
. divisions of capitalist society disappear,

— I
nspiration  aiawn o e O

i values of freedoni. powerful factor in national and world
Socialism is inscparable from demo- politics, Socialism, by its conscious and
from all forms of collective eflorts to build « democratic
and free society, is of major importance
st as it can only be realised in in the world today.
The democeratic development from
ame way there ean be no real Capitalism te Socialism involvesa period
and lasting democracy withott Socialism. ol transition. the natural constitutional
Fistorical experience shows, with par- framework  for which is Republican
ticular cogency in our own Couniry, Ih;‘t!DC‘“UC"ﬂCyl this transitional period is
tendencies towards auihoritarianism an dicharacterised by the structural reform
dictatorship wre  always present  in,of socicty and the State. As regards the
capitalist régimes and that cven whe v institutional Mamework, the Party s
these régimes show a formal respeet foriDledged unreservedily  to defend  and
democracy -their chie f-consolidate the democratic and secular
- Republic. . As regards  the  structural
reforms, the Party atlirms that they
must be based on agenerad social purpose
and must modify in favour o the working
classes the balance of power between
the classes and Jead to the effective
participation of all citizens in the run-
ning ol socict; and the State,

Political ard administrative reforms
must be acconpanied by the reform of
society  economic and  civil reform,
reform of women's rights, and the legis-

The Paity promotes  the potiticalilation governing the family, reforms
organisation olworkers and citizens and aimed at raising the educational and
acts as the interpreter of the working culiural level of the nation. These
clitsses’ demands for independence andireforms must be carried out in such a
progress, wiile at the same time avoiding]way as to climinate that gap between 1he
any paternalistic attitudes. world of politics and socicty in general
The struggle against capitalism which is the cause of crises in democratic

The Party leads the struggle against the institutions and, in the long run, the
capitalist system and the ideology on causc of their downfall.

the rules of
characteristic ramains the exploitation ¢f
man by man, which has always caused,
and still continues 1o cause the alicnation
of mun and the limitation of his ireedon,

TFurthermore, the history of the jast
half century shows that those profetarian
revolations which have led (o the aho-]
{ition of private ownership of the means
of product n und exchange degencrate
into the dk -potism ol Party and State
when free lom and  dentocracy e
suppressed.

cand in which the frec development of
¢ the individual is the pre-condition of the
1 free development of all. :
©  The vast productive. forces of the:
i world today, the birth of the modern
smass industrial  civilisation, and the:
L immense possibilitics opened up by new !
-discoveries render ever more complex
:the problems of freedom and of the’
-conditions of the working classes. The
Party, by its policy of reform, gives, day:
by day, its own reply to these probiems
without ever losing its own original.

! eratic, socie v. With the aid of the work- every action is the result of a demo

which it is based, in order to overcome  The Party’s objective is 1o shape a
“them and to build & new, truly demo- political and economic system in which
cratic
ing classes wnd of all the forces of choice, a choice aimed at furthering the
progress, it . working for popular and general and social progress of working
truly democ utic control of the State, people and of the nation.
which itself has been transformed and] It is on these social and civic values,
is-stiil being transformed, by decades o land the Socialist ideals of the freedom
struggle, from an instrument of 01)-1aml dignity of the individual, that Soc-
‘pression in the service of capitalism, into! ialists base their critique of capitalism
a potential instrument for the liberation and (heir struggle against it.
-of the working classes. _ The fundamental problem poscd by
Born a century ago as a protest contemporary Capitalisin is no longer
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that of the anardhy of pro HCLveTOreS TGRS a WIS ' s oA Aot ; 0
in a régime based on privaic ownership,)  The Party’s continued collaboratior the awarencss that the circumstances of
or of recurrent crises endangering theiin the Centre-Left Government depends the class struggle differ from country to
whole cconomic fubric of the nation. upon the full implementation of the country,and fromcontinent to continent,

ved ay[= a

The fundamental problem today is that
of concentrations of power having at
“their disposal all the new resources
provided by technological advance. The
Socialisl solution is to create a new order
in which demwocratic planning und struce
“ural reforms will provide the conditions
necessary  for  the exploitation and
| ‘conirol of thesc resources (in o way
-compalible with Socialist values.
t Such an undertaking is ' urgently
‘necessury buecause already we are faced
with the problems of the next decade,
-in the cowrse of which national boun-
.daries scem destined (o give way
increasingly to economic forces on a
European and world scale, and this will

agreed programme, the Party having and have given rise to diﬂ‘crcm forns of
pledged itsell to overcome the internal demoeratic Socialismy, alt united by the
and external resistince of vested interest: commen ideals of freedom,” peace and
and 10 face resolutely the opposition ol the emancipation  of the working
the Right and of the Communists, classcs.

After the next generd election ie will  The Party brings ns its contribution o
decide on its future course and on the the International the experiences of a
form of its contribution to mational movement which has always remained
politics and will decide on the objectives loyal to. the principles of international-
to be attained in the new legislature. 18

As regards the relationship between —the solidarity of workers throughout
national and Jocal politics,the tendency  the world;
of the Party is Lo fullow the same gencral, —support and help for those peoples
pattern in communal and provinciull who have still to reacl md_cgcndcncc
administration us in national polities,) or wha have to defend theirindepen-
insofar as the chiaracleristics and be-i  dence from forcign interference and

haviour of the local parties make this; from vestiges 0!‘ COI_OHiﬂ“'S"?; o
against imperialism in ils

‘demand an cver more cilicient and care- possible. Where local parties decide tol—the struggle

fully planmed ‘intervention by the Siate follow a difterent line, cach cuse will be:
and the public cconomic sector, The examined and decisions will be made;

traditional and new forms.
The chief problem for the world and

necessity of a mational and Europcan
planning policy means that' the State
©assumies a primary responsibility for
stimulating and directing  economic
Cractivities, by ensuring that public and
cprivale investment is made wherever

seems most useful and most profitable,

‘bearing in mind the necds of the com-
munity, and by harnessing the spirit of
initiative and the desire for progress of

bearing in mind the need 1o safeguardifor each individual ﬂﬂlipn is that of
Ahe autonomy and demoeratic life of organising peace. In this conncclion,
the Tocul partics. In every case the Party;Socilists, whether acting within military
is pledged to protect by its policics the alliances or outside them, have followed

interests of the working classes. simiiar  policies on the following
“I'he problem of Commiunisin questions:

—the nced for a common cfiort to
ensure that the U.N. organisation
has the authority and universality
which it nceds for carrying out its

duties as the suprcme regulator of

In our country, more than clsewhere,
[Communism preseits a problem, In
dealing with it, Socindists are fully
conscious of the dividing line which

the leaders of the country’s economiclseparates thent from the Communists—
and social life, ftheir belief that there cannot be Social-
:Relations with other ‘partics “ism unless Party, society and the State

The policy of furthering demoeracy, of are  democratically  organised. The
. economic planning, of full employment thought and actions of the ruling group:
“and of reforms aimed at modifying the within the lalian Communist Party?
structure of socicly, involves a hard- continuc to be bused uncritically on an
“strugele against the Right, the Extreme attitude to the exercise ol power which
‘Right and the conservative pressures lacks validity for peoples wnd nutions in
within the State which, although repeat- whose history and customs the plural-
edly beaten in the last 20 years, never- ism of democratic life has deep roots:
theless still constitute a danger for the Socialist movement, in & century of
democracy whenever there are unstable struggle, has contributed greatly to the
political conditions. growtl of this element of civilisution.

Tn. order to ensure this clement of  In such condilions a joint struggle for
stability, the Party favours collaboration  power by Sectalists and Communists. is
with other democratic political forces in not possible. For this reason, without
carrying out a programme containing excluding the possibifity that the two
‘common objectives of progress and of parties may  oceasionally  pursue the
advancement for the working classes same course of action, the Party con-
and for the country. But even when the. tinues to insist on the need for a public
Party participates in majority or in_debate on the respective  policies of
-Government alliances with non-Socialist. Sociatism and Communism. This is the,
‘forces it does not give up the struggie, only way to accelerate within the Com-i
‘against capitalism, and the systematic imu ist movement the process of self-
critique of that system, nor does it cease “criti sism which has had far from in- . ) :
‘1o follow independently its own objec- sign ficant resulis for European Com- Ttalian membership ut. the  Atlantic
tives. This collaborution at present takes ‘murism and which will continue {o:Alliance imposes, P‘:"V‘d“‘d that they:
the form of the Centre-Left coalition, produce change, despite the sectarian remain strictly defensive and geographi-
wliich has made possible the realisation and dogmatic resistance to revisionism;cally limited in scope. The constant and
of important reforms in the. social which comes {rom some quarters. isupreme objectives of the Party still
sphere and in the structure of the State.: The Party in the world _lremain the banishing of war and the
The coalition is also firmly pledged o The Party has its place in the Socialist'ending of military blocs.
economic _ planning . which in_ itsell” International, The International has The Party favours any limitation of

... - o 0

iniernational relations, for providing
a negotiated solution to disputes
belween nations, and for obtaining
the ending of hostilities in local
wars which still involve the world in
bloodshed and which risk involving it
in the fearful catastrophe of a nuclear
wur;

—support for the policy of relaxation
of tension, of disarmament, and of the
nen-proliferation, non-disscmination
and banning of nuclear armanients;

—av arencss of the risks intherent in any
unilateral alteration of the balance of
power on which world peace is based,
however precariously;

—the search for improved relations
between the countries of East and
West;

—cncouragement for the ncutral and
non-aligned countries in their efforts
at cconomic and political develop-
ment and peaceflul mediation.

Within this framework the Party
accepts the bonds and obligations which

>
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nalional sovercipnty  which can britg supporters of the P.S.DLL 1o the UL1LL,
about a more rational organisation of snd  sonie socialist-inclined  workers
piice, tbetong to yet other organisations, )

It is pledged 10 work for Lurop-i For the time being the Puriy aceepls
can unification j--ccotomic unification, this division ol imembership and calls

through the E.E.C, and its extension toupon all socialist workers o strive,’

Lngland and the countrivs of the Freolwithin the Prace Union 1o which thuy at
Trade Area; political unilication begin- present belong, for three objectives :

ning with the clection by universul —a single, united Trade Union Orguni-.

suftrage of a European Parliament to  sation independent of management,
which the various institutions of the government and political partics;
Euwropean Community. would be res- --active participation by Trade Unions
ponsible. The lack of political wnity in  in cconvmic planning, which opens up
Europe today creates a void which 1o workers vast possibifitics of cone
Socialists should fill in the interests of trolling and participating  in the
peace. . management and development of the
The Party in Italian socicty ceonomy;

Because of its democratic organisation —permanent colluboration between the
at all levels, the Party resembles the  italian Unions and the unions of the
socicty which it intends to create, Iis  member countries of the Common
decisions arc always thc result of free Market whose interests are identicul
debate and become binding on all  to outs, both as regards the struggle

- members, aithough the Party guarantees;  against capitalism and as regards

freedom of criticism to all its members'  planning at a European level,

in the same way that it considers lhcé Peace between peoples, nations and
State should guarantee freedom oficontidents; development of the demo-
specch to every citizen. 1t is an openceratic life of the vation; modernisation
patty, able to express the needs of the of the Staie and of the public services;
working classes and in particular of the’thorough implementation of the prin-
younger genelation, whose new prob- cipks of freedomy, democracy  and
lems reflect the changes taking place incquality; cffective participation of all
our society. Realising that there can beicitizens in the' exercise and control of
no effective action by the party withoutpower; Tull integration of wonien into
the understanding and participation of political, cconomic and  social lite;
the mass of the population, the Party confidence in the younger generation
supports -the' formation of collateral and help to cnable them to grow up as
organisations which will provide infor- responsible citizens; climination of every
mation about the Parly’s activities and privilége and abuse of power; the curing
the problems which it faces. It partici- of the remaining national ills— -poverty,
pates actively in the developnient of new uncmployment and itliteracy, imbalance
ideas and in scientific and techuicul between North and South, between

- progress with ils own study-centres, wn and counitry, between arcas of

which are open to all those who share advanced  industcial and  agriculiuraf
the Party’s imnicdiate objectives, with- developmient and he depressed areas:
out necessarily belonging formally to the ermiployment, cducation, housing, health
Party, Its organisation extends to the services und social sceurity for all; a
factory, the fields, to offices and schools planned ¢eonomy Leading gradually to-
without interfering in any way with the wards sociaiisni. v

independent , activities of the CTrade  Thisis the message, this the tusk which

Unions. the reunired Party presents to the people,

The problem of the Trade Unions is. 1t is a task which, just as it has re.
one of the greatest the country has to;'quircd the unitication of the P.S.I and
face. The absence of a strong and united the P.S.D.I, also requires the partici-

‘Wworkers’ organisation means (hat the!pation of all those who, because of Party
working classes lack one of the principal‘splits, have remained outside or on the

means  of emancipating  themselves Tringes of “active membership; of alf
‘through their own efforts, Because of the those who, drawn fron the most diverse
divisions in the Trade Union Movement, ideological or religious backgrounds,
we find that at this time of “socialisi shaie the desire to build by their come
reunification; the supporters of themon efforts and their common labours’

P8I belong to the C.G.LL., thea fice, democratic and socialist Italy,

3;' e
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~ CPYRGHT THE ECONOMIST OCTOBER 22, 1906 - - .
’ T , = The new splinter party, the Partito Coma-
Italy I » nista d'Halin Marxista-Lepinista, s led oy

one Vincenzo Misefart. He is o Calabria,
but this ducs not scem to indicate & ciose

; , . o
Toghatti no, : conpection with the dissident communist
- Marx yes . movement in the south, "This was repre-
—_— sented in Leghorn by Signor Aldo Pugliese,
ex-mayor  of  Spezzano  Albunese  and

. FROM OUR ROME CORRESPONDENT acknowledged leader of a peasanr revolt
| 8 T T U1 L e Py FrrmrCot—— geainst the official warry badershin, ot

" whether Signor Puglicse actually adhered to
the new party is uncertain, v apoeurs w
represent some of the younguer rebels umuong
thie industrial workers of north and centrul
Italy, rather than the worc scrious and

Leghorn last Sunday by disaiTected com-
munists is only onc, and probably not the
most important, syniptom of communise dis-
+ content in Ttaly. The real * Chinese,” most
* observers reckon, are still inside ‘the party + ) . -1 ;
| where they can do more harm than by - ”‘}"_b_b.‘““ b}“] as yet hardly articulate dis-
coming into the.open. So far the com- affcction of the peasants in the south. It

. A . i st ) "‘; o e i s -
_munist papers have vied with the obtuser % inds for tie pure doctrin:: ihe destroc
¢ tton of the bourgeois state, and the dictator-

“pare of the rest of the press in making fun b o e : ol
| of the procecdings in Leghorn. cship ("l" the proleturiat,  To denjes the
~ This is the holy city of Italian com- lv"‘)"‘t"}}!. ity ok p_‘.f‘i‘.‘tmx tj""{nsii”“’}_‘{nf'f}f‘f
munism: here in 1921 a group of outstand-  “apitalism 1o sociulism, and devides e
ing  personalitics including  Gramsci, communist  leadars  for  their bovrgems
Bordiga and the then littie known Togliatti ‘i:’:;’i:l"‘;‘}_t’ff” ft"[\xmxﬂxgi ‘thum ?,t‘.'jf’““‘fv ”t‘f‘
founded the Talian communist party afier = 0 1“' pro-American  policics ol L€
breaking with the socialists, The theaire 1;‘] tll)'* sresent state of fulion politics
‘where they assembled was bombed during ~ .0 7 present state of HLii poatles,
the war but @ plaquc- on ifs Tuins com- with cconontic revival in the air and the
memorates the historic océasi(‘nf Here tiie left-centre coalition gaining strengih from
“small band of nostalgics marched on Sun- the imminent unification of the sociulists, it
. o ] I e i3y 11 b MU . RPN T to ot
“day to raise their cmblems, and with the dU“, o geain likely that m”-'\,L' punists
aim of crasing. the unworthy name of offer much to their prospectiye supporiers.
‘Togliatti from those of the founding The communist party js antoyed by tie
fﬂ% o nalicious report said (h:f; crack in its carcfully cultivined image of
Va?t.c :rtsilcv h‘;‘é lgonle a lgrou‘n of lorltho Jox  DmiLy, but probably not seriously alarmed.
. 4 e fay - I " 1 ey e E
communists went to erasc the crasion and dr is fur mors wortied by the spread of
in doing so found they kha d btlrx;i:qlie d up _disaffection @i the south.  Pundit claim
the namge of Stalin. Un ucrti('méb}‘ e i that, 'w.lule the new party s supporicd
:m;mbf'r £ the new s lint(gr - 'm{ fors by China, the Calabrian  peasants arc
and ol;s'cfre' §1c d"lcc}‘)ltcs in ?eagotm were cncon; aged ?mn/&{"u-na’ wim:h is saud T
i ‘ clegate -~ appeal to the Albanian clement in the
‘less than a hundred and included no pames  ohulation.  This is far-fetched.  Albavian
of ngtt;\(:lsmrlc?%rfs: ‘tgi:c split differs essantially imngmcio;] : ‘"Of b‘;fk to the iﬁ{‘“_’“h
respect TS CSSTNLI century.  In reality the pzasants have st
from the ideological breachi which occurred  fuith i everyone,” Chines:, Albaniuns,
’“I the Ncnm-so;mhst_pml"y tll“;i“’,“ .‘/CE]”'S aYy  Kremlin and all, and first and foremost in
when some 2§ deputics, including three oF e i A oty Ve
; P St p o8, s e ¢ o7 fthe ltalian  commiunist Jeuders, \Jbrx
our oF e Pi“ y's “1]1 ‘i popuiar and more | happens in the south will deperd vltimaicly
brilliant leaders, walked cut WAfOl,’,“d the Ton whether the socialists in tumn are able w0
“sacialist party of proletarian unity.” whictt " convince the peasants that they have their

AR
ao boen rhe aniv  Gonificant oo oril oy
C4 L= -
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COMMENT BY THE NETHERLANDS PRESS ON THE MOVE TO GIVE
SEATS TO COMMUNIST DEPUTIES ON CERTAIN

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES

The Catholic DE VOLKSKRANT (Oct. 5) describes as "a consequential
decision" the readmission of Communists to the Second Chamber's permanent
committees for defense and forelgn affairs because confidential affairs
-- touching upon the security of the Western world -- are said to be
discussed in these committees. It explains:

"These discussions will presently be attended by people whose
political allegiance is with the other side. Is that no longer con-
sidered a barrier to their membership? Or does it mean rather that
the information placed before the permanent committees does mnot
after all amount to much? That is what one is inclined to believe."

The Liberal ALGEMEEN HANDELSBLAD (Oct. 5) has "ambivalent feelings"
about the move but remarks that "from the purely parliamentary democra-
tic point of view the Communists should be included in the committees."
The paper opposes the Catholic suggestion to create a separate subcom-
mittee for NATO affairs without Communists. "This would affect the par-
liamentary significance of the present decision. We consider the admis-
gion of the Communists not incorrect but an unavoidable consequence of
democracy." Another consequence will be, however, that at least for some
time, the atmosphere in the foreign affairs and defense committees will
be less confidential. '

The Independent HET VADERLAND (Oct. 5) is more to the point in its
discussion of how "democratic principles" apply in this situation:

"True, on democratic principles it is hardly possible to justify
the exclusion of the Communists. But an equally grave threat to
democracy would be posed by the Government withholding even more
information from parliament on the ground that it is impossible to
discuss strictly secret matters confidentially in the presence of
Communists. Such pleas will certainly be made in the future, either
tacitly or explicitly. It is unthinkable that exponents of an
ideology, which the majority of us still oppose with all our might,
should be told how we are planning our counter measures and what
they are.... Also, our allies' willingness to give us information
will not be improved if there is a possibility that it is 'passed
on' to Communists."

The Independent Socialist HET PAROOL (Oct. 5) criticizes "a fairly
large majority" of the Second Chamber for its "decision which shows little
notion of politics" to admit Communists to these committees. The paper
says that the Ministers will beware of informing the committees of any-
thing of real importance, and "they are right." DNoting that the parlia-
mentary decision "demonstrates a lack of political insight'" the paper
continues:
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sion

"The Communists' principles and program make them the avowed
enemies of democracy and of the political and military organiza-
tions in which the democratic nations of the West have banded to-
gether. Our permanent parliamentary committees are the setting for
confidential consultations between government and parliament on
various aspects of Western political and military collaboration, It
is absurd and improper to admit the Communists to these counsels.
The fact that & majority in parliament has nevertheless decided to
do Jjust that demonstrates an utter lack of political acumen. No
doubt, the Foreign and Defense Ministers will have more sense than
to inform the committees affected of anything of any importance in
future. But that means that parliament has by this decision denied
itself the opportunity of being suitably informed by the government
away from the atmosphere of public debate."

The Independent  Conservative DE TELEGRAAF (Oct. 6) calls the deci-
"dangerous and absurd":

"Barring the Communists from certain parliamentary committees
is in fact nothing but a common-sense way of protecting democracy.
That the majority of the Lower House should now have changed its
mind is foolish. The argument adduced by the majority is that the
Dutch Communist Party has become more independent of Moscow and that
the danger of information lesks has tlherefore become smaller. At
once the question arises: how do they know? But aside from that,
the point is not really that of the greater or lessér independence
of the Dutch Communists. The adherents of Communism are convinced
that theirs are the only true ideals and that, in order to achieve
them, a good Communist may, nay must, try all possible means.
Indeed, when a Communist betrays Western secrets, one can scarcely
accuse him of treason. One knows in advance that that is his bounden
duty.

"Now we have been saddled with a situation where a Communist
will serve on the permanent defense committee, to which the Defense
Minister is supposed to make confidential statements, for instance
on Holland's state of armed readiness, which, be it noted, has
within the NATO framework for its sole purpose defense against Com-
munist aggression from outside. It is perfectly clear of course
that no Defense Minister with any sense of responsibility is going
to release any information of a really confidential nature under
those circumstances. It might be objected that the Dutch Defense
Minister will very rarely be in a position to disclose anything that
really deserves to be labeled 'strictly confidential.' That does
not alter the fact that admitting the Communists to committee mem-
bership is intrinsically dangerious as well as absurd."

The Independent Catholic DE TIJD (Oct. 6) also censures '"this incred-

ible" decision:

2 (Cont.)
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"The Lower House decision to allow Communists to serve on such
committees as Defense and Foreign Affairs is disappointing and
revealing. There was no need for parliament to respond to the
softer line taken by the Communists -- because of their lack of
internal solidarity —- with a show of soft-headedness. The Commu-
nists, who always have their eye on the main chance, khow how to
make the most of every opportuniiy.... The Lower House decision is
revealing because it does one of two things: it either undercuts
the usefulness of two or three important permanent committees, or
it demonstrates only too clearly that parliament attaches no impor-
tance to them."

The Liberal NIEUWE ROTTERDAMSE COURANT (Oct. 8) calls the decision
"particularly unfortunate" and says:

"We fear that the majority of Lower House members has been ter-
ribly naive. It is vitally important to bar from discussions of
security aspects, both at a national and an international level,
people who maintain friendly relations with foreign powers against
which, in the view of the overwhelming majority, we must defend our
naticnal interests.... The composition of the parliamentary com-
missions comes up for review once a year. In theory the Lower House
can make interim changes. Parliament might perhaps decide to adopt
this unelegant procedure to rectify the mistake it made on Tuesday.
And a serious mistzke it undoubtedly was. It seems almost incred-
ible that it could have happened. But it 4id happen all right!"

The Labor Party VRIJE VOLK (Oct. 8) says that "the debate in the
Lower House has convinced no one'":

"What was said about the nature and character of present-day
Communism in Holland was completely irrelevant to the question
whether Parliament should admit the Communists to committee member-
ship.... Nor was the argument that in these committees no real
secrets are revealed any more convincing. That has never been the
reason for barring the Communists. They have been excluded on the
ground of their totalitarian leanings, their subservience to foreign
rulers, their disloyalty on principle. To Communists, Parliament
is merely a place to spout their propaganda and throw dust in the
public's eye."
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planned spending. In order to cope with the
_financial- emergency, the state outlay for

' weather

ds losing ground in the Netherlands, But i
‘l’:ertamly is proof of widespread discontent
It is a good guess that the government’

auses of current troubles. At least this is

- dent, M. W. Holtrop, who in the bank’s an:
hual report’ blames- the government for: :

growth at the cost of economic stability.

been aware of the dangerous inflation prob-

and prices.» .
-t Bank- credits were restncted. Discount® .
. rates have been raised twice,
“Yet the government has apparently been
: movmg too late and too cautlously to stem
the "tide. Holland's ecpnomy is stﬂl ¢one
' sxderably overheated

Spendlug snll strong

‘Most important of all, Dutch ‘consumers .
: cotitinue- to° spcnd heavlly. A new rise of
domestic prices: is the result. During the
first-four months of the current year Dutch
living- costs went up by not less than 4 per-
‘cent as compargd to thc end of last year.

"The government has failed until now to
get a firm hold on industrial wages, which

- up by another-10 percent in 1966,
cause of Dutch inflation, heavy government .

_ spending has also been an important factor.
Not long ago Premier Jozef Cals called in

" Holland is dtlftmg into increasmgly heavy :

.. Perhaps. neither- the riots of Amstexdnm 8
Mprovos" or the extremist gains in the mu=+ "
nicipal elections do not mean, as the Tiberal -
paper Vaderland terms it that democracy .

failure. to stop inflation is one of the ma]or ’

the opinion of the Dutch central bank preSI-{,

" having promoted an . over-r apld income_ o
- Nobody can doubt that Dutch leaders have ::
lem for some time. In fact, early this year *

‘the government came out w1th a cooling-off °
plan aimed at holdmg rthe level of wages-

: '»( - However, both major parties lost heavﬂy

have increased by almost one third duung .
the past two years and are scheduled to go |

If. the *“wage’ explosmn" is the principal ¢,

- Parliament for an:extraordinary. meeting.|.
because the government had spent $225 mil- '
B hon over its budget—a good 5 percent of total i

_.capital investments was reduced and wage
.and price conirols reinforced, R

- Foreign trade 1sin a bad way, too, -~ .,

:  Saying that Dutch firms are outpricing

' ‘'themselves on world markets would over-
shoot the mark, But Holland’s trade deficit
'during the current year. is almost twice as
'hxgh as-a year 8go..

-, : B :.v.\‘x', e

Paymcnts halanco shppmg :
:. The country’s balance of paymenis also
shows an adverse trend. Instead of the ex-
pected $120 million surplus, the 1966 balance
.will most probably. show a. deficit of the
-~ same size. =
Whether Mr. Cals’, govemment wﬂl even‘
“tually be able to cope with the emergency is’
probably. more a political than an economlc
- 'question.  Holland’s ‘“new  wage pohcy,
‘which is a basic cause of the trouble, coin-
“cided with the entry of the Socialist Labor
Party into the government. The Dutch Labor
- -Party and its trade unions accepted-a deal
_with the leading [Roman Cathohc] Peoplea

- Party on conchtxon that Dutch - wages be
‘raised to a level with those paxd in other
European countries, ' , ,

lPc:»lmcal risk lnvoived

. to right-wing and left-wmg fringe parties in.
i recent muncipal ‘and provincial elections.

.. Can they risk losing more political face by
- taking highly unpopular deﬂatwnary méas-
‘ures?

On the other hand, stopping mﬂa’uon ig
v1tally important for the Dutch nation’s fu+
* lure, During recent months it is the Neths
-+ erlands that -has shown the heaviest infla
{- tionary trend ampng European. .Common
s Market nations. This means that when cus-
‘toms barriers indide the co:nmumty are
{abolished next year, Holland will .be in an
unfavorable posxtlon to compete WLth lts
- European partners.:

Torn between thé riced fo’ placate &omeshc
! opposxtmn and the need to' defend Holland’s

‘place in Kurope, Premier Cals and his 8OV,
. o ernment face & dzmcult choice, wf

el
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Coexistence at The Hague ~

Netherlanders are a level-headed peo- * the third leg that supports the tripod o
ple—with the possible exception these . political life. This leg is that of the “neu
days of the “provos” of Amsterdam, It~ trals”—a label that can be applied i
should surprise nobody, then, that they are  party political life to the Socialists an
iaking the latest:government crisis in The  outside that life, {o Netherlanders wit
Hague in their stride. The last time a  no .active commitment to any religiou
| Cabinet resigned—early in 1965--it took = denomination. .
more than six weeks to put together an- . The Cals Cabinet which has just beer
other coalition in its place. The defeat of = defeated was a coalition relying mainly of
that administration in Parliament last Fri-. . the cooperation of Catholics and neutral
day was on a strictly financial matter, the = (the Socialists), with the support of
Cabinet’s handling of the budget. But the  minor Protestant party. Premier Cals anj
Cabinet's. inherent weakhess has lain al-' the other Catholic' Ministers belonged}
ways in the combination of disparates ' perforce, to that wing of the Catholi¢
which are a chronic feature of Dutch'' Party willing to cooperate with the Social
political life, ! : * ists in a left-of-center domestic policy. Thdg

Overshadowing everything else is the .iniliative for the defeat of the Cabine
often rigid but rarely blatant division be- - last week came from a Catholic further i
tween Protestant and Roman Catholic.” the right, Norbert Schmelzer, who waj

(The Catholics are the fastest-growing  able to rally Catholic backbenchers i
group within the Netherlands; they now  Parliament to support his motion of ng
constitute between 40 and 50 percent of  confidence in the government.
the total population.) Such is the political . Mr. Schmelzer’s move might well hav
spectrum in the country that coalition gov-  been influenced by the thought that
ernment is almost a necessity. This in it-  general election is due in a few months
self demands tact and compromise. But  time. In fairness to him, however, it mus
the ‘situation is complicated by the fact = be conceded that observers less partisa
that Catholic political solidarity—appar- than he feel that the Socialist Financ
ent at such moments as a general election '~ Minister’s presentation of the budget in
—tends to fragment when politics are in  vited challenge. What has to be worke
the doldrums. And further by the fact . out mnow is whether a revised Catholic
that the approach of a general election = Socialist coalition is. possible or whethei
- tends to drive the parties within a coalition ~ the whole basis of the coalition should b
apart instead of together, ~ changed. A possibility in the background{

But it is difficult to understand Dutch = of course, is a strictly caretaker govern
politics without taking into consideration  ment until the elections are over.

‘WASHINGTON POST
. 23 October 1966 S

Holland’s Geriilé Crisié

CPYRGHT

It is always curious how so stable a people asservaiive :
the Dutch can have such.iseeming instability in'coalesce around issues rather than religion. To
their governments. The cabinet of Premier Josephsome extent this has been happening anyhow; the
‘Cals which fell last week was the 12th Nether-government that fell was a cooperative arrange-
lands government since World War IL One ex- . .nt petween the two major parties. In any even
planation has been fthe country’s intense rehglogs‘it is to be hoped that any new alignment will avoi
stratificat'iqn that_'g)ftends even fo sep ara(tle raﬁlo more inflexibility so that communication can be
;Iég galllivilts.l‘ggsf:céli%;seiiéo&f}fi(:ﬁt:lg:tzgncc;;rg maintaine_zd when there is a change of senthr'xent.
itself that led to the withdrawal of support for the What is currently at stake 1s a question o
Catholic-Socialist toalition government of Mr. Cals, domestic economic emphasis rather than externa
himself a Catholic. The 'budget issue which policy. No other country has such low-key politica
occasioned the fall "was onl& a symbol of broader crises as Holland, and things continue to functio
unhappiness with prices and the rising unemploy- normally under ca;'etaker regimes. Whethe_r or no
‘ment that the governtnent,had hoped would curb the author of the present downfall, Catholic Part
the inflation.~ = - © ' floor leader Norbert Schmelzer, succeeds in form

¢ A case can be made thétl the old labels are in- ing a new government until the elections schedule
‘ac ip the pre 3 ; ‘ il b
‘accurate if the present- )éN herlands—that the for ne)_:t May., undotbtedly the problem wi
fSociali_stsABHt!é&?daElvg_‘_v Tﬁ%Sn 19L08624n: (= bARDB7-023061 ADDQ4A0OT
the liberal Catholics and their counterparts in the and without panic.. 7 o

T 11 Drntactant narties: and That the more Coi-
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TR The Significance of the
A N February 6, 1934, fascist o'rganisations in France
i atlempted to scizc power; The cconomic crisis and the
T desire of thé capitalist oligatchics to shift the burden of the

crisis on to the shoulders of the workers, the tendeney of the big
bourgeoisie to resort 1o violence, to anti-labour and anti-democratic
methods, and last but not least, the advent of Hitler to power in
Germany, played into their hands. But the road to fascism was
barred by the policy of united action pursucd by the Comumuinist
Party. Wiih tenacity and, political foresight the Party fought at
1ficst for a united front with the Socialist Party and, after tie cou-
iclusion of an agreement on united action on July 27, 1934, for the
Popular Front, which woir its first big victory with the mass demon-
stration in Paris on July 14, 1935,

! The Seventh Congress of the Communist International hailed
the prospects opened up by the broad policy of unity pursued by
the French Party. _

Thirty years ago in April-May 1936, the electoral bloc of demo-
cratic partics, chiefly the Communists, the Socialists and the Radicals,
won the general election; gaining! 376 seats in the Chanmber of
Deputies as against 222 seats for their opponents. The Communist
group increased the number of its scats from 10 to 72. The Socialist
Leon Blum became Prime Minister..

i |
The ?OSitive_ Social and Political Balance

The election was the signal for the great strikes of May and June,
1 Eight million workers stopped work, occupied the factorics, ofiices

nd he urged that the pace of progress be accelerated.

Heginning with May 1936 the cost of living rose 40 per cenl on
the average. This was due primarily to the repeated devaluation of
the franc, despite Communist protests, and to nonfulfilment of the
financial programme of the Popular Front. The government did
nothing to prevent the outflow of capital or to creatc ncw rescrves
by taxing large incomes. The Conununist slogan “Make the Rich
Pay!” was not carricd out. .

In the abscice of a scrious progran me of public works uncmploy-
nient remained at a high level, In the Jatter part of 1936 the by
capitalists launched an oflensive ageinst collective bargaining and
tor the abolition of the 40-our weck, Many of the demands of thic
working peasaht remained unsatisiied. The question of old age
pensions was not seitded. fn Fetruary 1937 the government
announced a Ypause” in the reforms, Nevertheless the major gains
won itF the supimer of 1936 countinued (o exert the dominant iu-
fluctice in the sphere of social relations.

I'rom the political standpoint, on the other hand, no-onc couid
teny the success of the united fron: and the Popular Front. The
:people had routed Hider's French imitators. The sacritices.had not
ibccn uscless; those who lost their lives in the great anti-fascist
idemonstration in Paris on February 9, 1934, had oot died in viin,
“Thanks to the unity and acuvity ol the niasses, tascism fiad been
defeatad in Frince, The political derigns of the reuctionarics, wihio
had been preparing for civil war, weie foiled. :

Naked fascist dictatorship togethicr with all the anti-parliament
demagogy expotinded Tor years by the advocates of “sirung goveri-

A
i

i
'

o U

and big shops and, with'the full support of the public, forced the ment” in the scivice of *Llectricite” und Comité des Forges, and «il
| hitherto intransigent employers (who had taken advantage of the the agitation in favour ol"an authori arian sysien were swept away

crisis to flecce the workers) to carry out some substantial reforns. | by the popular struggie. The ravings of the fascists and otner
The workers won considerable wage increases, recognition of trade; reactionarics evoked revulsion among the public and heigidencd
union rights, a 40-hour working weck, paid holidays and collective; tie fighting spirit, the confidence and enthusiasm of the demacraiic

bargaining. o L

These measures, set forth in the Popular Front programnie, weic
now entbodied in social legislation adopted by Parliament with all
speed. The presence of a strong Communist group in Parliament
played an important role in this respect.

The conditions of the workers notably improved. Lifc became
pleasanter, happier, and' they enjoyed greater freedom: It was not
only the standard of living that had risen—the very tenor of life
-t changed. For the working class of today the events of the summer
of 1936 will always stand out as a landmark in their bistory. They
regard the Popular Front days as the days of their power and dignity,,
of a just policy that fitted in with their aspirations. '
A number of other legislative' measures improved the position;
of the civil servants, ex-servicemen, artisans,and small shop-keepers'
| whose interests had suffered under the previous governments. The

1 Popular Front was above all an'alliance of workers and pcasants,
! whose incomes had been cut by three-fifths during the economic;
crisis. It rendered effectlve aid tp the peasants by seiting up al
{ State Grain Board to regulate the grain market. :
Apart from the social progress, one of the biggest achicvements
j of -the Popular Front was the progress made in the sphere of
1 culture, Much was doné to bring culture, formerly the cxclusive:
domain of the privileged few, within reach of the masses. Sport,
tourism, music’ became! inore accessible to the working man. The
school-leaving age was! raised. Many intellectuals, eager (o serve
| the workers’ interests, drew closel;to the working class.

But, as Maurice Thotez stresséd in December 1937 at the Ninth

Congress of the Communist Party, notwithstanding the achieve-
“ments even in the social sphere; 'much still remained to_be done.

ey = - e i R y .

camp. -

True, fascisim was not-cothpletey extirpated in France. "The
repeated acts of violence by fascist-ty oe elements during the Popular
Front period, and such acts ol police U rutality (no ciean-up had taken
place in the police foree) as the shouting of an anti-fascist demon-
stration in Clichy on March 16, 1937, showed that the danger had
not been completely climinated. Nevertheless fascisin had been
dealt i crushing blow in the struggle Tor the masses (which explains
why it resorted to terror and provocation). Political developimenis
in France offercd a striking demonsiration above all of the vitality
of democracy. The existence of-the Popular Front and its achieve-
ments clearly showed that the rofe of democracy had not been
exhausied in our country.

It iad been demonstrated that not only was fascisminot inevitable,
but that the Pdpular Front had provéd to be a constructive force in
the economic, social and cultural spheres. It preserved and ceven
extended democratic rights, notably by recognising trade union
rights and introducing workers’ representation in the enterprises.

The General Confederation of Labour (CGT), whose membership
after the strikes had risen to five million, enjoyed- great prestige
among the population. ln the cyes of the world the People’s FFront
was the victerious aftirmation of deraocracy, its latest political and
social achievement. The working class substantially strengthencd
its politica} and organisational positions. It was fultilling its historicdl
role in the life of the country, its destiny as the motive furce of
social and national progress..

The question of a united working-class party now carie shaiply
to the fore. The Communists stressedd the importance of solving tlus
problem on a class basis. The Socialist Party agreed in principle

D
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and showed a readiricss to. discuss ways and mcans of p
idea into effcct. Clearly, had the tw:o partics continucd along thisfascist dictators. -

&pat_h a powcrful {orce ‘cou‘hl.l have I;')c;en built that would have been  In the circumstances the Comniunist Party was duty bound lo
; of incstimable value to democracy., ‘open the eyes of the people to the gospel of war and hatred preached
‘ ; by the Nazis, by quoting from Mein Kampf even from the rostruim

H
[

:i‘ v ' ' . . - .

! The Negative Aspect of the Chamber of Deputies and demanding that the implications

! B R 1 S ‘of this book be explained and commented on in all schools. ‘
¢ But the activity of lthc [‘,l(:l'\Ch wgrkmg class was not unalfected - The policy of the government facilitated the strengthening of w

‘by what was happening outside the national boundaries, s veryaggressive blug bullt around the Rome-flerlin axis and increased twe .

3‘51chlcvcmcms were additiobal reusan for the renction to seok tdanger Lo peace. .

{Himpose a fascist dictatorship on France by other means—-by thé . '

{bayonets of Hitler and Mussolini, supported of course by th¢ Sabotage by the Employers
fifth. co}umn". The reactionarics hoped to achicve by outside Tt need hardly be said that this wishy-washy forcign policy was
‘intervention what they had:failcd to bring about from within. Thus,accompanicd by criminal connivance in the cconomic subversion
ifor our people the fight for freecdom merged with action for peace, resorted to by the capitatist ofigarchy. Belicving ‘that sabotage
security and national independence. The fight for freedom andwas the best way to discredit the policy of the Popular Froai, the

progress could not be a purely national issue without betraying its big cmployers ibegan to curtaif production m cvery way they

very essence. It was not just an internal matter; by force of circum-could, dooming skilied workers to unemployment, They litetally
stances it acquired a universal character, as the Communist Partylfoliowed the advice given to Lambert Ribot, their delegale in the
had repcatedly pointed out, : . ]ILO, by the representative of fascist fraly in June 1936: “The only

. Hence beginning with June 1936 :France should have taken theway to bridle the working class is Lo close the factories and paralyse

iinitiative in pursuing a policy of safcguarding peace. And she could cconomic life™. ' '

{have donc so, because the role of the Sovict Union in world affuirs  The “200 fauilics” crippled the cconomy and the national de-

\'FWas steadily growing, atlc‘l;bccausmn the United States, Britain, lences in order 1o break the Popular Front. The plutocracy betrayed
Belgium, Holland and other countrics thc balance was tipping il the nationa interests. The employers look their cuc {rom agencics

favour of the democratic forces, as:was demonstrated in the report such as the Socidl Security and Action Commitice founded alter the

of the Central Committee at the Ninth Congress of the Party. cvents of Junc 1936 and headed by the ex-Minister Germain Martin,
France could have become strong had she placed her stakes on This Commitice made no seeret of its admiration for authoritarian

Hthie alliance in defence of démocracyiuniting the masses all over tie regimes abroad; it fauded the fascist iovements which, it believed,

world inspired by the ided of the People’s Front. In France the should fave been organised in Franee as well It maintained the

widespread social and political movement, the unity movement inbest relations with the General Confederation ol Employers.

‘the trade unions and Communist participation in the govermnent; Even pourgeois journalists noted that “certain groups of the
imajority were of inestimable significance for the country insofar asHinancial and industrial oligarchy, pro ipted by their class interests
;they reflected the emergence of popular unity capable of eficctivelyland greed for profit, are playing a defeatist game in our democratic
apholding the nation’s indépendenee. lcountry. They would be the losers if Jitler and Mussolini were to

Have not the masses allirmed tiric and again their right to be the fall”. o ' ‘
‘custodians of the national flag, their army and their country, with! The oligarchy regarded Hitlerism as an excellent weapon against

- ‘all the duties and responsibilities gisuing’ therefrom? Would they the “social danger™, Hitler and s solind as the costodians of
not have all the more reason to defend a country in which therccapitalist “civilisation”, and the ascis. stales as the champions of
‘would be greater freedom and less injustice? privilege. ' . S

The report of the Central Committee to the Ninth Congress of . The Popular Front disintegrated in 1938, In the course ol that

‘the Communist Party stressed:

“The policy of fascism is preparation for war, it is war. The
policy of democracy is a policy of fidelity to onc’s commitments,
|/ respect for the League of Nations Charter, rccognition of the prin-

ciple of the indivisibility of peace and international solidarity in the
. struggle against war. The policy of democracy implics orpanisittion
‘of collective security through the conclusion of mutual aid pacts,
“in accordance with the principles:of the Franco-Soviet pact’, us
.the programme of the Popular Front declares.”
: The Blum government, formed as a result of the victory of the
‘Popular Front, did not adlicre to this poticy. Instcad it blockaded
:Republican Spain, while Hitler and” Mussolini were supporting thc
Franco rebellion, R , _
The policy of “‘non-intervention™, running counter as it did to the
letter and spirit of the People’s Front programme which sct forth
concrete conditions for collective sccurity and applying sanctions

alliance of the democratic forces. This-compelied :the Communist

‘in the government, [ . :

Needless to say, this pelicy was laccompanied by all kinds of
promises and -overtures to!the fastist powers. The result, as we
know, was deplorable. Thé' government assumed it could appease’
them by desisting from strengthening the peace front, rejecting.any
agreement between the gereral staffs of the USSR and Frange,
which would have been a nhtural anld essential complement to the

in the event of aggression, opened: the first serious breach in the -

deputies on December 4, 1936, to tdble a motion of non-confidence
“sightediiess of the working people and.their-love {or their country.

syear more and ‘more concessions were made to the fascist powers

and this led in September to the sha neful surrender at Munich,
which completed the collapse of the irapular, Front and which was

immediately followed by a government Hffensive against the working

class. This found expression in the N vember ordinaitces aimed at
annulling the social gains of 1930. Exprrrience showed-—and no-one
has any doubts on this score today-—that it was “non-intérvention”
that cngendered Munich, that Munich opened the way 'to war in
1939 and eventuaty led w the defeat of 1940, The line pursued in
relation to Spain fully corresponded (o the general forcign policy

course of our country before the wit. tlistory thus pussed stern '

judgement on: 'Ta forcign policy too similar, alas, to that pursuecd
Trom the summer of 1936 to the autunin of 1938, :

'l‘he Achilles’ Heel of the Popular Front

The masses fought to prevent the degradation of policy, ¢specially
forcign policy. The numerous demonstiations held under the slogan
#“Guns and Plangs for Spain!” revealed above all the political tar-

Why, then, were they unable to safeguard peace and the national
‘interests 7 Why ¢ould the Popular Frort not withstand the pressure
‘of foreign and domlestic reaction which was suppotted by the sub-
versive manoeuvres of some leaders oflicially described as “Left”?

The,main weakness of the Popular Front was that despite all. the
efforts of thg Qoﬂnpunists, the movement did not rest ona ramitied
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have made it possibie l&‘giv‘c free rein 1o the independent dctivity of I:mcrand hZ:
the masses, These committees should have become the pri
rallying centres ol the supporiers of the Popuiar
factorics, urban communities and villages, hstead,

oo : under the polifical influence of the
nce join forces with it against the working class.
| imary - The Popular Front was not an clectoral combination of secondary
Front in theimportance. Nor was it a temporary common front of resistisice to
Front remained only anonties & ages. st t.hc Popularthe fascist danger (fascism raiscd its head on February 6, 1934). It
Gl nt temiuited obly an assockion ol he partics and organisations was sontcthing more: a great militant initiative aimed at accelerating
jaitiliated ‘m it, }t \v;‘m ucw}r more tan a meeting place for the the march of history, at striking a blow by the united forces of the
3 Icudgrs ol organisatiofts, i cm'lc{ of oryanisations, . sound, hardworking core of the nation, against the two hundired
Wiih a view {o promoting unity, carvying out the progranime of families who were plundering the country and were set on betraying
the Poputar Frone, stimuluting its aetivity, and building the vitally it, The Popular Front was a ncw departure, the product of a broad
necessary local comittees, our Party proposed that a broad national movement uniting the proletarian and pcu; bourgeois masscs who
congress be called of ‘aH organisutions delonging to the Front, Tiius had awakened to the fact that their common interests were injurcd
idea was adva‘nccd in July 1937 when serious diflicultics were by the monopolics:and that they bore a joint responsibility for the
cncoumm:ed with -the cstublishment of the Chaatenips govern- future of the pation, ‘ '
ment, which marked a new. stage of reweat for the Popular Iront.  The Popular Front had nothing in common with previous ““Left
Our Party proposed submitting to th: congress all the problems blocs™, in the first place because it included the General Confedera-
relating to a.common programme ard its. implementation. This tion of Labour and other organisations which were not political
Congress,as our'Party pointed out later, could haveclected a national parties, and, secondly—-which is most important—because the
committee empowered to advise the government, which would have!political content of the coalition was quite different. In (e “Left
had to take this advice into siccount, The idea of such a cangress wus bloes™ and “Left Cartels”™ of the old type, say, before 1914 or after

g;nin algivm‘\;«;g at the Ninth Congress of the Communist Party in 1918, which took in the Socialist and Radical partics, the working
ccember (937, . L . ; ” S o
i Regrettably, however, the Socialist:and Radical leaders rejected class was at best an ancillary force, a mere political appendage to

the Communist proposals. The concept of the Popular Front as a SOMC capitalist ‘parties and sacrificing its frccdom of action. In
A\fcartel of organisations onilocal and departmental scalc and at 1936, on the contrary, the working class began to fulfil its hisiorical
Inational committee level prevailed. The road was opened for the role, to act as a force determining and guiding the destinics of the
degeneration of the Popular. Front from an alliance of the \vox'king;_couN""?’ ' o ‘ _ .
{class and the middle strata; with deep roots-in the country, from|  +0 longer did the working class confine itself mercly to pro-
an expression of a real mass'movement against fascism and for an .f:la”“‘“g its leadimg role. It began to exercise that role. In particular
advanced and dynamic democracy, into a simple top-level associa- it worked OUl.il‘ CJI‘"PICNIY new ff’?'i{{_f{"l{Cy and effected a pr v-
tion of affiliated organisations susceptible to reactionary pressurcsfound change mlit;s own mn'dc pl e, This is cvident from tie fact
and vulnerable to disruptive inanocuvres., . that the social legislation of 1936 wdcrlay the refornss carricd 'uut_
In June 1937, with the reactionary counter-offensive threatcning;imcr hhcrat'm'n' u} 1;94‘5-46 and to this day: determings the enor of
:thé very existence of the Popular Front, the Communist pm-(y';thc workers’ life (}iqspuc such setbacks us'tor examiple the abolition
{which until then had not taken part in the government, declarcdiof the 40-hour week). o N . o
{its readiness to enter a broad government which would champion’ The working class proved that it is loyal to its alliances, ﬂ}ld lhdf
!the interests of the working people. This was the only way out of the the middic strata do not lose by cc-operating with it. The demands
idifficult situation that had - arisen. But it could become feasible of the latter were in cons;dcmb!g measure satisficd. More c_ould
Jonly if it had sufficient support throughout the nation. And here have been achlcvcg as fcgurds, for instaice, tln': dcm;u_lds of thf"
too it became patent that the absence of a ramified mass democratic peasants, had the' persistent repiesentations of the Coumnunist
Popular Front organisation: had made an adverse imprint on the Party on their behalf been heeded. _ ~
lcountry’s political life. The propgsal to appoint Communist 0 upholding the interests of the mxddiq scctions, the C-omfnvulmst
{ministers to a govermment of national salvation—a proposal that Party was the champion of the Poular Front of which it was also

. T ] _
- {was never withdrawn—was not accepted. . the initiator. \

Q - The Popular Front—A New Fonﬂ 6{- Alliz;nc'é : The Roie of the Communist Party in the Popular Fromt -

of the Working Class and thic Middle Scctions The Popular Eront d{d x}ot Sp-ing up spomunqously mlnd not
The Popular Front existed for only two or three ycérs. But it simply_ becausc Oi“LbC objcqtlvc neud tno combat fascism and extend
left a vivid and ineradicable mark in Freneh history. To this duy the the U“'”Cd ffOl}t of the working clasi, The brouq masses L_m'doubl\:dl)’
parties and the masses frequently refer to it. In the memory of those went into action and were wwakened to pohm"al activity by the
who lived in that period, in the history that has recorded it for otlhiers, consequences of ~.1115: cconomic crisis apd the dhecat of Pl}t_SChCS-
Ithe Popular Front is not a transitory dnd commonplace cpisode in The birth date of the Popular Froat of struggle for bread, liberty,
{the coalition of democratic forces with:a democratic government of and peace is known PfCCISCWfO(‘itObCF 9-24, 1934, And so is its
“.'a'more or less traditional typé. Memories of it are evoked today by }nmmor: the French Communist Party. it was then that Muurwe
;the new situation, a new spirit representing a break with customary Thorez on behalf OF the Party put forward the idea of creating such
*;politics; they are linked with a genuine, developing demucrucy, a @ _tmn’t and defined’ it as an allianze of the working class and the
. ‘1dynamic democracy in a corifinuous process of evolution, widdle strata. ‘ o
- June 1936 witnessed the birth not only of a great popular hope,, Subscquently, t00, the Communist Party played an indispensable
1as some historians sec it, but also of ‘a profound conviction that a'Tole in the develupment of the Iront. At cach stage it was the
* Imutually advantageous alliance of the working class and broud Communists who provided the theoretical groundwork for a policy
‘middle strata, primarily the peasantry, ts possible. Both the working'cxprcsmnz,’_thc aspirations of the masscs. . ] i
.class and the middle strata suffered from monopoly policy, longed ~ The entire period from 1934 to 1938 offered daily cvidenee of
for reform, and together formed the living heart of the nation. All practical steps taken by the Communist Party to build, develop
;this refuted the “theory” current amolfg bourgeois sociologists and and saicgue}m the ll’opular I—ront;‘:vcn at tl)c imost (hﬂu:t_jlt tnpc.s“
~historians that in the conditions of the twenticth century, the small: But no lessimportant was the Party’s theo,rctlcnl work in this 1>CI;xuld.
o and‘l}}iddlg'bpur_geqislg are t?ound to :SIdc with the big reactionary . Pdl'tl(.u!d_l ly _no(e\f«ox thy was the P?xty s sober assessment or the
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rc§ults 01 Lhe 1930 cleclions, TNC FEIIINS [oveaicd e miteg naine admnistianion. T oday democratisation uf the political, ado.ii-
of the victory th[lbpmmfd? oitiiRe léasent980/08/24:1:CIA-RDR78403061A0004 0007 0002i0al institu-
of the urban middle sections continued to vote for partics hostile to]tions should be the concern of all the Left partics. ‘
the Popular Front. S ) If the statc administration was not democratiscd during the
. Should the country have been left split in two? All the forees of | posylar Front period, the fact remains that democracy fourished
‘reaction were working to! deepen the division. In particular, thelin cveryday life, The social gains of 1936 ratificd by Parliamunt
‘Church hlcmrchy made full use of the Jung Sll‘lkC'S of L93l3 and} oo above all the result of the activity of the masses. The Popular
jk“-c" of the Spanish cvents to sctthe Catholics against the Front.gpang sisnified the release of new energy, the conscious participation
‘The Communist Parly, which at s Eighth Congress in January o (¢ masscs in public affairs. Maurice Thotez never tired of repeat-
1936 steered a course towards uniting the nation, advanced 0B lino (hat working class unity, the Popular Tront, should mean
August 6, 1936, the idea of a broader alignment, of expanding the\ ,egiviry, yoal and constant, carvied on joinily and on all sectors.
Popular Front by bringing in repredentatives of other parties on e Nothing could be more rimely than this lesson, The new and dynamic
basis of a democratic and national programme. . republic which will take the place of onc-man rule should rest on
This initiative was cpitomised by the slogau of a French Frout, profound democracy in public lifc, on extensive initiative fron
reflecting a striving to save Frame from beiog divided into two below, and. the combination of énriiamcntary activity by the
irrcconcilable bk_)cs cuqu.le ofleudihg to civil war or to the cqllapsc people’s represcntatives, faithful to their mandate, with high-
of the Popular Front. This slogan embodicd a resolve to unite thelyinded civie activity on the part of the clectorate. This is an essential
nation in the face of the growing dunger of war and betrayal on the: precondition for the new democracy to becomic a powerlul driving
‘part of the ultra-reactionaty clements of the big bourgeoisic. “force of propress. .
The Socialist and Radical leaders did not accept the proposal for - +piye populur; front offcred confirnition of the decisive role
a French Front. Some chose to regerd it as a-means of “hcightcning"phycd by the x‘vorking class. This class cannot be reduced to
patriotic feeling . .. in ani(iicipa(io:y lofa conflict which they in ther g6 ardinate rale, refegated to the bickground, as is desired by tic
-heart of hearts believed to be inevituble™. Actually the issuc was one 4 qygcates of today's “centrist”” combinations designed tg substituie
of averting war, curbing, thosc who would' instigate conflicts and on6 reactionary policy for another in order to cnable the big
engineer aggression, by building an alliance of all the sound forees poyrpcoisic o continue the Gaullist honic policy without de Gaulle.
.of our country. The French Front, ‘j"’hi‘:h was rejected in 1936 when- Ay since the warking cluss is destined 10 play the feading role it id
iit could have prevented thie subscqient development of events and of (he utmost importance that its ranks be united! The unity of
:fore§taHed disaster, was f‘f’"“‘,"“ only much later, in the grim but ;.00 of the parties speaking in its namc s precious beyond measure,
‘glorious years of struggle against tiic Nazi invader. i The social gains of 1936 were the fruit of Communist-Socialisy
¢ In any case the French' Communist Party was farsighted. 1s rolci iy, The saimé was the case in 1945, Unity, then, is the way to
éin the Popular Front was decisive. History has confirmed this. ‘victory. : _ R
: o . © Lastly, nothing is more urgent than the need to bring home to the
: . The Le¢ssons Remain Timely Ipeople the close aflinity of the working-class, demgeratic and
i The trends which emerged in French socicty thirty years ago have | paional interests. The programme. of the Popular Front, which
‘;bcco‘mc more pronounced since llﬁcn. The lessons of the epoch-eatied for collective security and the application of sanctions againsy
‘making expericnce of the Papular Front, if duc account is taken of!yuy ogsors, was a just and national programme. The forcign policy
the dictates of our time, have lost'hone of their significance. What jypqmamme of the “two hundred familics was anti-national and
:was then an alliance of thq working class and the middle strata now! ;e rous for the country. Is not coflective security 'in Europg
takes the form of the unity of all anti-monopoly forces against thel, obvious necessity today too? The interests of the working class
financial oligarchy and its instrument—one-man rule. fare inseparable from the interests of the nation: peace is  blessing
. To achievé this union tﬁc aims must be precisciy defined. Just asifor all, and to safeguard peace praciical steps are necded.
in 1936, the programme of the united democratic forces remains!  From this standpoint the study of. tl.e forcign policy probleimg
‘the ‘basic issuc. The question of the programme of the uniled;of the Popular Front period acquires particular significance today

1

‘democratic forces is as basic an issuc today as it was in 1936, a
‘question of political clarity and intcgrity in the relations between
classes and the democratic strata of the nation, in relations between
the parties which speak in their name. )

On January 12, 1936, when the programme of popular unity canie
into being, the importange and x;xovclty of this developmcnt was
clear to all. For the first tithe sincejthe establishment of the Republic

all the Leflt parties and groupings came to agrecment on a preciscly’

-defined range of demands. The previpus types of purely clectoral
‘alliances had had no common programme. But this time the country
;was offered a bold and realistic platférm and perspective niarked
‘by a creative, pioneering spirit. '
As for the programme ;the democratic forces nced today, it can
derive a great deal from; the lessons of the Popular Front. The
:period of the Popular Front was one of economic subversion by the
*“two hundred families” whose sense of civic duty and patriotism
.is no keener today than it was thirty years ago. These families should
-be stripped to the maximuih of economic and political power through
nationalisation of monopoly-owned industry, profound democratisa-
tion of management in the nationalised sector, vesting real economic
power in a democratic parliament, and extending the rights of the
.working class at both natipnalised and non-nationalised enterprises.
Moreover, much was s‘aid at the iime of the Popular Front about
“instilling a republican ‘spirit™ ini the state institutions. Little was
“achieved in this respect. Diplomaqy' and higher financial bodies, for
‘example, remafypipinoveidBo¢ Reldasey] 999/08/24
clean-up in the police. T he'_,cOnscgucnccs were grave indced. By
and large the old office-holders retained possession of the levers of

| As never before, the world is now the wiliness of a confrontation o
Awo antagonistic policies: the policy of « zgression and intervention
wanifesicd in the events in Vietnam, and the policy of safepuarding
peace. Today, as thirly years ago, the defenders of poace must suel
Hie support of all those forces which for one or another reason arg
‘opposed {0 aggression and want an improvement in infernationa
“relations. ' ‘ v

In our tingc‘J the aggressive policy of the militarists in Wes
jGcrmany is encountering a strooger rebuft than thirty years ago
“but it is dungcrous nevertheless. Yet a durable peace should hawvy
' been established in Europe mmmediately after the Scéond World
iWar, a peace ruling out the resurgence of the German militaris
4threat. Bonn insists on re-carving the map of Europe and clamour!

i
'criminals to remain at jarge, cven those wlio have begn convicted
by Federal German courts. This is a situation which calls fo
.vigilance and maximum activity on behalf of peace.

Children are the richer for the experience of their fathers. Th
new conditions require of today’s generation not restoration of th
Popular Front; however great its significance and however high

time. Today’s generation should learn from the lessons of th
Popular Front'in order better to accomplish its own tasks: to rall
all the anti-monbpoly forces of the nation around the united workin
class in-order to establish genuine democracy; a democracy in whic

for nuclcar weapons. it allows inveterate Naei Kiliers and wag

pitch the working-class and democratic movement reached at thaf
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socialism.
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