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| 13 JUNE 1966
["The: Harris Survey.

‘ WASHINGTON POST -

. .'By Louis “Harris y
@ 1966, The Washlnrton Post Co,

American public opmmn is
;1sing toward inereased mili:
tancy about the Vietnam war

and a “get it over with” mood.
#  This, rather than- a massive
movement toward the so-called
{“dove” position, ls behind the
increased -eriticism of the way
‘President Johnson is handling
ithe war, . .

The.people show ‘a distaste
“for what they regard 'as an in.
‘decisive stalémate -in. which
American lives are belng spent,
but they cannot sarrive at. any
flrm - conclusion about, what
should be done to end the war.

‘Recent soundmgs of ; cross-
géctions of the American peo-
ple reveal these faets:. :

¢ Public opinion is changing

nam capital of Hanoi and the
port of Haiphong. In 1965, the] .
people’ were 2 -to -1 against
bombing'these key population
centers. Now, opinion is spht
down the ntiddle, with one in
three still" uncertain about
whlch course to.take.

'® By nearly-3 to 1; most

Amerlcans now favor
ing North Vietnam ports, al-
though 3 in 10 cannot mhke
up their minds.:
/. In January, by a slight
margm, the people were will-
ing to accept free elections in
‘South _Vietnam which might
‘result in Vietcong representa-
tion in “government. Now, by
‘a slim ~margin, most Ameri-
cans. reject this as unaccept-
-able. One in ten of those who
once favored- such elections
how say they are not sure, .
- '® The margin by which the
‘public would accept a neutral-
ist South Vietnam after nego-
tiations was over 3. to 1 in
January but is less today.

® LEven the heavy majoritles,'

‘who oppose bombing the main-
land of China, or. using atomic
ground weapons,.have slirunk
in the'past two months.

" & The oft-repeated desires

~-legy and resume the bombmg

/

“{more wrong.” -

about bombing the North Viet- .

lockad

arm e

pause are rejected by margms
of better than 2 to 1. .
In short, critics of Mr John-
son’ who‘argu_e that the esca-
lation of the war in Vietnam
has been the wrong emphasxs
in the Wrong place at the
wrong time have not convinced
American- publie opinion ‘that
the issue is as simple as that.
- The following. tables repre-
sent results of repeated ques-

sections of the American peo-
ple since last September:

v “T want to read off to you a

'ministration has taken on Viet:|
nam. For each,Iwish you would
tell me.if you think the Ad-
ministration’ {s more right or

' KEY MILITARY
DECISIONS IN VIETNAM

More
~ . Right Wrong SUre .
May 1966 . C18%  53%  29%
Feb 1966 24 26
ept, 1945 8 3
Not Bombln! Hanol or ‘Halphon!
May 1966 32
ls=eh 1966 41 9‘ gg
No' Using Ahmlc Ground \;raeapomn it
Y 1% y a1 f
Nor Bomhlnn Chlnl Mnlnllnd2 R 23 ]

Feb, 1966
Two | key pOssible peace-
making propositions have
found - dwindling publie sup-

A T Ll

16f President Johnson’s: critics
ri;hza\t he adopt an enclave strat-*

tioting ‘of comparable cross-| ..

number: -of ‘positions the Ad-l.

Not Blockading North"welnam Pom R

s

port since they were put forth
last January: ,

“Suppose part of a settlement
of the Vietnam war was to kold
free elections in South Vietnam
which could result in the Com-
munists’ bemg part of the gov-
ernment, Would you favor our
agreeing to such an arrange-
ment, or. would you be agamst
such an agreement?” .

o .COMMUNIST * .
REPRESENTATION
“ Mav. Jan,
1968 1966
Favur such an elecnun 37% :%

ogmm such an clncﬂon ;g A
“Suppose, after negotumons
the government of South Viet.
name’ were néufralist—neither
on outt side mor on the side’ of
the Communists — would” you
favor or oppose thnt way to end

the war?”

| Pubhc Takmg ‘Cet-It-Over-Wlth’ﬁVlew on Vietnam

public - opinion over Vietnam -
¢an perhaps best be gauged in
a recent re-asking of 'a ques-
tion the Harris Survey repeat-
edly tested in.1965:

“All in all, what do you thmk _
we should do about Vietnam?
We can -follow one of three .
courses: carry the ground war
into North Vietnam at the risk

{of bringing Red China into the :

fighting—withdraw our support

" 4.;» and troops from South Vietnam
|—or continue to try to hold the
|liswe there to prevent the.Com-:

munists from taking over South,
Vzetnam. thch .do you favor?” .

! “'Hald With. Carry’

. . Line draw Warto :

May 1966 PPt A

ay ’ fl

December 1965 . 65 77 w7 s
SepremLar 968 . 49 25 2%

May 1965 47 31 "2 -
March: 1965 49 38 13

Sentiment for w1thdrawal'

.{has doubled since December,:

NEUTRALIST L. .|put it still is less than half "

) SOUTH 'VIETNAM - |that of a year ago. The num- .

R B ms fn"s'- ber who feel we should carry':

Favor 3 D se% % /|the’. ground | war inte North

rou';f"ifm ' " |Vietham has- almost trxpled' :

The regl s}uft in' American since March, 1965 : :
R, S0 S NEs M‘* “w" (REERRP R S ,'z"'.?« ’
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