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NASIR'S DEMOCRACY

en 23 July 1952, a revolution occurred Iin Egypt. Its
announced aim was to replace the corrupt and discredited Faruk-
wWeldlpt reglime with one which would truly represent the Egyptlan
people, This was Iindeed a noble and worthy concept, and the
people of Hgypt &8 well ss of the entire world halled the new
regime and looked forward to Egypt's tallng iis place without
delay ln the ranks of the world's democratic nations.

How bitter has been the dlslillusionment! Today there
‘reigns in Eg{ﬁ% not a democratic government but a dlctatorship,
8 millitery oligarchy. That fact cannot be denled even though _
the members of the ruling military clique have recently exchanged
thelr uniforms for civilian garb, In Egygt today are to be found
all the elements of a police state: secret police, concentration
camps, press censorship, a single party, the use of plebiscites,
the conetant euloglzing of & single individual as the indispen-
sable, all-seelng, all-knowing man. This is indeed a strange
kind of democracy! , :

*Abd al-Nagir has wrltten in his book, The Philosophy of
%%& volution, that the alm of the army movement headed by
sgll an g2 assoclates wes to secure for Egypt and its
people sell-government and soverelgn independence, 1/ In an
article written for the January 1955 issue of the American
megezine Fore%gn Affairs, he states that "our ultimate aim is
to provide Egy TTh & truly democratic and representative
government.” 2 Similar views also were expressed by General
Nagulb, the beloved leader of the Revolution, whom Nasir and
hleg cohorts have since abused and slandered to destroy his
reputatlion In the eyee of the people. In a radio address on
10 December 19%2, Nagulb announced that & republic was to be
established, based on a constitution "to be so drafted as to
realize the ngpie‘s desire for clean and sound parliamentary

government.” 3/ And on 6 March 1954, he declared that "I
believe that The people's participation in directing the affairs
of thelr country im the only safeguard esgainst every kind of
oppression.” 3§y

For a time 1t seemed that the Revolutionary Council would
honor its promises and that Egypt would achleve a true demo-
eratlc government, On 5 March 1954, Ali Maher, following an
intervigw with Naguib and 'Abd al-Nasir, stated that the Egyptian
pacple would elect a clvilian constituent assembly within three
months, 5/ Two days later Major Salah Selim, & member of the
Council, announced that the assembly would be elected in June
and would meet on 23 July for the purpose of drafting a consti-
tution, ¢ On 25 March the Council issued a statement containing

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500080004-2




‘Approved- For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500080004-2

the following points: T/

1, The Councll will transfer soverelgnty to &
constituent assembly on 24 July 1954, with a
gtatement that the Revolution had ended.

€, Political parties dissolved by the military
regime can re-form immedlately.

3, The Council will not form a new political party.
4, All citizens will enjoy full political rights.

5. Electione for assembly members will ve free and
direct, ‘

6, The lmmedlate task of the assembly will be the
election of a President,

Thls program of action seemed to be & vindication of
every hope cherished by the Egyptian people. But alas! It
never came to pass. The month of June came and went, but there
were n¢ elections. The month of July came and went, but there
was no meeting of an assembly. There was merely gtlll another
promise by 'Abd al-Nasir on 19 May, repeated on 26 July, that
2 parllamentary regime would be established in January 1956, 8/

Why this sudden change of plans? Why the postponement of
the electlon and meetling of a national parlilsment represgenting
the Egyptlan people? The answer is simple, When the 25 March
statement was issued, General Naguib, who belleved in the right
of e people to govern themselves, was etill in control of the
Revolutionery Council, But when he was forced from the premier-
shlip on 18 April 1954, as the result of machinations by 'Abd
al-Nasir end his cohorts, the situation changed. For 'Abd al-
Nasir and his cohorts, having tasted power, were loath to sur-
render 1t to the elected repregentatives of the people. They
forced the Council to adopt & decision to postpone this transfer
of power. When Naguib was removed from office entirely in
November 1954, the last hope of the Egyptian people for a demo-
oratic government vanlished., The military dicectatorship which
st11l rules HEgypt had become firmiy entrenched. Hence 1t is
not surprlsing that enii several months later, on 21 March 1955,
YAbd al-Napir boldly told an Indlan press delegation that "we
prefer to remain in office a few more yearse,” 9/ and on 18 May
1955, declared that "we see no advantage for Egypt in the estab-
lishment of a parliament.”™ 10/

: The attamftﬁé aspasslnation of *'Abd al-Nasir in Alexandria
on 20 Qctober 1954, gave the military clique the opportunity to
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coneolidate its popltlion and tighten its hold on BEgypt.

'Abd al-Nasir and hls assoclates selized on the incident as

an excuse for & bloody liquidation of the Moslem Brotherhood,
the last effective organized opposition to their dilctatorship.
By pretending thet Genersl Nagulb was implicated with the
Brotherhood 1n & plot to seize control of the government, they
attempted to justify their selzure of dictatorial power,

This desire for dictatorial rule 1s not surprising when
it is remembered that 'Abd ml-Nasir, as well as several other
members of the ruling clique, such as Fathl Radwan, were once
mambers of the Fascistic Greenshirt organization {Misr Fatat)
headed Ly Ahmad Husayn, which greatlysimired the tectlcs &nd
tachniques of Hitler and Mussolini. i}/ Radwan, in fact, seems
te be an sdulrer of dictatorship whatever its form, for he was
an enthusiastic delegate to the Communist so-called Peace Congress
held in Vienna in 1951. Redio Calro, which he controls as 'Abd
8l-Nasir's Minister of Propagande (euphemistically termed Minister
of National Guidance), declared on 11 October 1955, that "The
USSR 1s & true democracy.” 12/

Like &ll dictators, however, 'Abd al-Nasir wiched to cloak
his arbltrary rule under & mask of legallity, so on 22 July 1955,
during & speech to & rally in Cairo, he promised the Egyptian
people that "in January 1956 Egypt shall witness & Parilament
which will include the elite of its gons."™ 13/ Like the other
promises of 'Abd al-Nasir, this one wes not Tulfilled. No
parllament was sgtablished in January 1956 nor hass it even
materialized in Qctober 1956, January 1956, however, did wit-
ness the proclamation of & new constitution for Egypt. But
were the Egygtian people allowed a volce in the drafting of
this document so &g to mgsure that 1ts provisions would provide
for 8 truly democratic regime® They were not. The Constitution
was dralted arbitrarily by 'Abd al-Nasir and his gohorts, and
ite provislons reflect the desires and asplirations not of the
Egyptian people but of the cllique which rules Egypt and intends
to continue doing o,

To be sure, the magnanimous 'Abd al-Mesir permitted the
people to g0 the polls on 23 June, but they were allowed to
vote only "yes” or “no.® The results were inevitable, for there
ere few Hgyptians who dare to test the wrath of Interior Minister
Zakariya Hﬂﬁyi ad-Din's secret police. Besides, rejection of
the Conatitution would have been meaningless, for the military
regime would still have remained in power. Hence the impressive
affirmative vote of 99 per cent was registered, 14/ Even Hitler
and ?%a%in at the helght of thelr power never asPired to such
results!

on the same day the Egyptian people were %raciausly allowed
to elect a president, but 1% was indeed & pecu lar kind of election,
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There was but a single name on the ballot--'Abd al-Nesir--and
it 1s significant that the regime had not made a eingle arrange-
ment for the posslbility that the Egyptian people might have
another choice. But why should the Junta worry: Egypt was
under 1ts I'irm control, and the existenge of the secret police
would keep the masses from registering anything but an affirma-
tive vote. The lerders indeed had Judged the situation scou-
rately, for the astounding affirmative vote for 'Abd al-Nasir
as presldent was 99.9 per cent., Never in the history of the
worid has such unanimity been seen!

It has rightly been said that power corrupts, end this is
true of all dletators. Once they seize power they set about
methodleslly to eliminate all rivals and to build about them-
selves an aure of indispensability untll they achieve the rank
of demi-god., Hitler, Mussolini, and Stelin travelled that path,
and '4bd al-Naslr has seen no resson to change the pattern, The
Egyptian people have not forgotten that General Naguib, whom they
iove, was the originel leader of the Revolution, Buib where is
R&guibrtada;? 'Abd al-Neeir keeps him under house-arrest, and

- has systematically tried to disecredit him in the eyes of the
Egyptian people, Other members of the original Revolutionary
Counell also have learned the dangers of association with a
paw§r~hunsrg dietator, Colonel Rashad Muhanne and the Muhyi
ad-Dun brothers have been ousted from the Couneil on charges of
alleged Communist and subversive activities--mesaning that they
objected to 'Abd al-NaEir's dictatorial rule, Other 'Abd al-
Maglr asssoclates--for example, Salah Salim, Gemal Salim, Anwar
al-Sadat--have been [orced out of their government posts when
their usefulness to 'Abd al-Nasir was finished, At the beginning
of the Revolubtion the Counsil asked for the support of the Moslem
Brotherhood, as 'Abd al-Nasir himeelf admitted in a Cairc speech
on 21 August 1954, But as soon ag power was secured and the
Brotherhood began obJeeting to 'Abd al-Nasir's policies and
#ctiong, the clique dencunded the Brotherhood and ruthlessly
guﬁfgazﬁag it, thue elliminating the only organized opposition

At the same time the clique's propagenda medis have been
working mightily to portray 'Abd al-Nasir as the great hero
without whom 81l would be lost, the all-knowing leader on whom
sverything In every field depends, the unrivalled genius who
sione can assure Egypt prosperity and greatness., This propaganda
Feiached e cregcendo when on 16 April 1956, the newspaper al-
Jumhuriyah, the regime's mouthpiece, declared that "Egypt 1s
ong mEn, This one man 1s 'Abd al-Nasir, who has achieved his
okJeetive through gontinuous end bitter struggle...It was 'Abd
al-Nasir who formulated Egypt's independence and construstive
poliey.” 16/ Shades of liitler and Stalin!
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like all military dictatorships, the 'Abd al-Nasir regime

ie baged on the army alded by a secret police. Though 'Abd
gl-Naslr 1p fond of saying that his government reflects the
desires of every Egyptlan for democratic rule, he has on occca-
tion betrayed the real situation. In an interview with a
faraign Journalist in Qctober 1955, he stated that ™Throughout

1ife I have had faith in militarism.” Then admitting that
the army was his regime's only organlzed support, he continued:
“our revolution was stimuleted in the srmy by a lack of equip-
ment, If our officers feel that we st1ll have no equipment
they will lose faith in the government.” 17/ But was not the
Revolution pupposed to have arisen out of the wishes of the
psople and for the purpose of giving them true democracy?

Iet us goneider this so-called democracy whieh 'Abd al-
Hesir has brought to Zgypt by means of the new Constitution.
Speaking in Cairo on 19 May 1955, he described it as: 18/

» 2B Btrong democracy s&akinﬁ to fulfill the
interests of the majority, the liberation of the
individual, true Justice, individuel and collective
freedom, and a sound soelal Justice.,.Freedom

ean exist only if everyone feels that he has

squal Qgpartunity, that he can say what he pleases,
and that neither his means of livelihood, his

gong, nor hig fubture will be in jeopardy.

And on 16 January 1956, in connection with the new Constitution,
the Revolutionary Council issued a statement in which 1t was
etated: 19/

¥e cannot say that there 1s a freedom, that
there 1s 8 parliiament and that there ipg a constitu-
tion if the individual does not feel this freedom,
and if the indlvidusl ig threatened with a lack of
food, and in his dally life if the individualis
threatened in hls present and in his future,

These are indeed fine &and true words, but in reality
they are maanin%iess. ‘The Constitution, it is true, guarantees
the inviolabllity of the home, freedom of opinion and research,
freedom of press and publication, and freedom of assoclation;
but--and 1t 1s indeed a large buﬁ—*allrthese are within the
Iimits of the law. And who ig to enact the laws %everning the
exercige of these rights? An awem’b% composed of members
noginsted by & single party which will be under the absolute
gontrol of 'Abd gl~Naslir; Thup, in reallty, the extent of the
rights 1s only such as 'Abd sl-Nasir aepproves.

B
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The Constitution also provides that Egyptiane are not
to be arrested, imprisoned or punighed except by law; not to
be banisghed from Egyptian soll or to be gompelled to reside
in or abandon & gggeific area except by law; and not to be
1isble to the confiscatlion of thelr property except by law,
And who 1s to enact the laws governing the exercise of these
righte? An aspembly composed of members nominated by a single
party whieh will be under the absolute control of 'Abd al-Nasir,
Thus, in reality, the extent of the rights is only such as
tAbd al-Naslr graciously approves.

The Constlitution says that there shall be freedom of the
press. But does any Egyptian truly believe that any publication
sould, with impunity, print any criticism of 'Abd al-Nagir or
of his regime? There 1s supposed to be freedom of the press.
But gan,nnf Egyptian journalist practice his profession before
first obtalning a license from the government, which can give
or withhold i1t ap 1t pleases? And is 1t not true that in 1955
the government barred 234 of Egypt's 529 Jjournallsts from thelr
profession by refusing to renew their licenses? 20/

The Constltution says that there shall be freedom of
opinion, But does any Egyptian truly belleve that he can,
with Impunity, volce criticism of 'Abd al-Naeir or of his regime?
Parhaps he 1s free to hold any opinion he chooses, but woe to
him 1f he dares %o give utterance to 1%, Indeed, he i not
even free to listen to the opinione of others if those opinions
are critical of 'Abd al-Nasir or of his regime. For did not
Zakariya Muhyl ad-Din, Minister of the Interlor and head of the
seqret police, annocunce in April 1955 that any Egyptian caught
iistening to the Voice of Free Egypt would be considered as
soneplring to overthrow the government and would be treated
accordingly? £1/ 'Abd al-Nasir has absorbed well the lemsons
of his fellow dictators, for did not Hitler proscribe listening
to the BBC and does not the Soviet Union and its satellite
states atill proscribe listeping to the Voice of America and
to Radio Free Rurope?

The Constitutlon says that workers shall have the right to
unionize, But does any ptlan worker truly believe that he
can organize & trade union that will not be subservient to the
goverrment or that he and his fellow workers can strike to
gbtain thelr Justified demands? Control of labor unionse is an
immediate and primary target of every dictatorship, and that of
‘Abd al-Naslr ie no exception. As early as Jamuary 1953, the:
independent labor union had vanished from the Egyptian scene,
e jor Tbrahim al-Tahawl, then Becretary general of the Liberation
Front, the predecessor of the present %1ngle gart¥ National
Union, boasted on 25 January 1953, that Egyptlan trade unions
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had joined the Front and had, therefore, ceased to exlst as
separate entitles, 22/ Does any Egyptian worker truly believe
that 'Abd al-Naslr will now permit them to be re-created and
thus to become & pogssible source of crganlzed resistance to
hils regime?

The Constitution guarantees freedom from arbitrary arrest,
imprisonment or banishment. But is there any Hgyptian who does
not know of Zakariya Muhyl ad-Din's secret police and concentra-
tion camps? The 'Abd al-Nasir regime, moreover, has not even
been content with the limiting qualification "except by law”
and the resultant power deriving from its absolute control of
the assembly and its members who will enact that law. The final
act of the Revolutlonary Council on 25 June 1956, was to issue a
gdecrae giving the Minlster of the Interlor the authority during
& 1l0-year period to place under administrative detention or
arrest any person whom he decides to accuse of counter-revolu-
tionary activities or graft, 23/ Thig is indeed a strang sort
of freedom! -

The Constitutlon provides that the government shall assure
gvery ciltizen employment and fair hours, wages, and working
sonditione. But does any Egyptlan truly belleve that this
guarantee means anything when a member of 'Abd al-Nasirts
pablinet, Minlster of Waqfe Hasan s&l-Baqurl, has revealed the
regimets concept of what is falr by remarking cynically during
2 radlo address on 30 August 1956, that mEﬁy t's population is
frugal and can live on next to nothing?™ 24/

The Constitution guarantees freedom of assoclation and
aggembly, whlch, in & real demccracy, would mean the right to
form political parties, Butthis is not the case in Egypt, for
elsewhere the Constitution--the Constitutlion drafted by 'Abd
al-Nesir and his cohorts and not by the Hgyptlan people--
provides for the formation of a so-called National Union which

will make the nominations for membership in the National Assembly
and which wlll be the country's scle legal political organization.

Hes anyone ever heard of a democ¢racy in which only a single
party is permlitted? .

tAbd sl-Nasir has taken the further precaution of adding
to the Constltution a provision which states that the President
of the Republic, that is, himself, shall proclaim by decree the
manner in whieh this NationalUnion shall be constlituted. Thus
he will be able to control the Unlon completely. In his Alex-~
endris speech of 26 July, he described the Union as "a national
front comprising 2ll sons of this homeland except the reaction-
aries, the opportunists, and the stooges of imperialism.” 20/

And who 18 to declide who are the resctionaries, the opportunists,

and the stooges of imperimlism? Why 'Abd al-Nasir, of course.
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And whom will he place in these categories? All those who dare
to rglse thelr volees in protest aiiinat his regime and against
his betrayasl of the objectives of the Revolution, Dictatorship
o#n brook no opposition, and 'Abd al-Nasir has been sareful to
draft a Constlitution which permits him to suppress 1t under a
cloak of legality.

- 'Abnd sl-Nemir and his cohorts have declared that "opportu-
nities mist be given for new leaders to step forth" Eﬁg and that
the Natlonal Unlon asgures this since every gqualifile Arﬁptian
mgy submit his name for nomination to the National Assembly.
However, according to & broadcast of Radio Caliro on 12 June 1956,
after the names oI 811 hOﬁeful cendidetes have been recelved,

the executive committes shall prepars a list of those prospective
eandidates "to whom 1t has no objection.™ 27/ In this way,

pince 'Abd al-Naslir controls this executlvé committee, he retains
the power to exclude from the ballot any person whom he feels is
not personally loyal to himself, In addition, 'Abd al-Nasir has
saserted that “we shall watch over these persons after they
succeed Iin the elections, Some of them might turn into opportu-
nists or eploiters,,..Anyone turning into an opportunist should
£a11," 28/ In other words, even thcu%h he has been elected by
the ygap-e{}any‘member'of the National Assembly who dares to
eritliclze 'Abd al-Nasir or his regime--for that is what consti-
tuse the crime of opportunism in his eyes--will be expelled from
his seat, This is indeed a strange kind of democracyt

, The 'Abd al-Nasir clique ma{ speak continuously about the
demogracy it has brought to Egypt, but to apply the word democracy
to the present HEgyptian regime is a flagrant misuse of the word--
romenber that the Communlst tyrannles of the Soviet satelllte
stetes alsp call thempelves democracles--for nothing can conceal
the fact that the 'Abd al-Naslr reglme 1s & dictatorship based

rnot on the will of the people but on the strength of the army

and secret police. The high-sounding words used by 'Abd al-

Nagir and his amseoclates are but a smckesereen, designed to con-
geal and decelve., In pondering them every Egyptian should
hearken to the words of Allah, revealed in the sura al-Bagara:

There is the type of man whose speech about this
woridte life may dazzle thee, and he calls Allah

to witness gbout what ls in his heart; yet he 1s
the most contentious of enemles, 2

o
i "'8"
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a mr climma% this throel beugase of the wlovorebls
;‘-?é whe wordd, A% wves & olear indicetion of the
- of Egyptinn rulars on the sphjecy snd of the wmmpll
m&ﬁ m mm thay hold thelr pled ed word,

m iz this wﬁ of tisg, deosit, sad vomtradictions ah;iah HPONE
ppredension mwng other nstlons and vhich maktes them wwilling to o
the fate of the m;}. rest solaly on the sebition snd the osudden vhime
sad i‘miazs of the ﬁ&'ﬁw&% Aictetor. fhe West hed hed too recunt mnd
ot = ¢ asperdancss with the false promlees of dictators to fwil
inte the e trap &uﬁn. Byery .fmpmm has vivid recolisotions of
how Eitler Dlithely asde ohe promles after suother, oaly to brosk thes
rs soon a8 he 4o ad 1t comvenisnt to do &0.

Wy should they pov trust 'Abd «l-Fesir, vho i troveling dowm
the smee roadi? Kz own words convicet hin. ;Tmakm;; o ¢ vally in Jedro’
Republic Jguare om 19 Mme 1955, aly & fow wocks Lelors the Ceangl
natiomeilestion, he rapmrked thet “the chjectives becp shm,,inw i
Piratlmms grov, ond demends slways loom Mmm ’E?ﬁé}%},&m 3/ ek
ststement micht heve come Mrai;hﬁ out of Hein I

In m.afmixg the ressons for the Canal ‘s natignali zz:mcm* Rt
sl-Beslr asserted that 10 was to rid Egypt fimelly sod forsver of =11
trmnces of isperielimm end saxploitetion znd to bring e Rovolution Lo
st ord. am et wy sgmoider the vorord for o momewt. In & pross inter-
view on 34 Awgnst 155k, he declsred that ";&:;’mr the ‘R setbloment
there 1s wﬁhiasg siending in the way of owe good r*iwtimf with the
Wees.” &/ Pul the Suez Cwmnsl Campsny U111 exlstod. Did 1t only sequire
s laporialistic sod ewplodttive seture alter thet éam :

o]

o 22 Meech 15395, ip o opesch at Shellufs Smp, be ssld;  “Ho heve
besn camplotely libersted intornally amd m%mds, e have bosn
1ibersied fron internsl a@l@ztﬁtm sod from ferei n ceaypetion. e
feel that cur hmelend hop bescome ouwr oun mad e property of cur soms.” 7
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Bat the fuez Cenal Compsby still existed. DI 4t omly scou: ,
cuﬁe@nﬁhﬂwmmmﬁmﬁm

98 19 June 1956, culy e month before the netionaliz he atet
s mpoec fo Galro's Apulic gmre tiat Tolay Kopt is ssttrcry
m&%:ﬁwmmmﬂamwmmu For the
Arsl Uine in ceptwries we are completaly free to fidt 1 .
destiny. WW the baginatrg W ikt Jur our oun

e trath is that the nationalization of the Cupel was the e
m'ﬁmﬂt@smmm hmmmmmigmm

M rita ﬁmummwmmwmtmm

| Somebody glves » galck Juigment sbout a cortaln sibject.
But if ke e factorzs and the ragm Mﬁmg
showt iz decialon, bo finds that bis judgment was oot Just.

Appr R Rt PSS Ay A S Bt

o




Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500080004-2

TES Y% WW%&M%W%M& In fect,
nmwmmmw that he 418 not, for he himeelf nsie
the stotement 0 the opening sesalon of the General Couperstive
_ iz o, i%gi; %&m&mﬁemh&m&

, el ization occurr viously, 'Abd sl-Mssir
mm%ﬁz&aWiw%@wsMQWwwiﬁsmm
Blanel s set Dimmell shove other Igyptisnse-arrogant and
wiferightecys.

As mnother cxerple of 'Abd al-Beeir's peuohant for indal . in
falsehood and decelt, consider the metier of the mms dosl .xim %net
Bgsais. e Dgyptisn pecple, 1ike all other Areba snd Moslems, are
mﬁw o Comeardan and view the Soviet Bulon with hatred zmd

rust, Therefors, when the mms desl wes negotisted, he iaformed

an ponple and the vorld thet the sgrosment was vwith Cgecho-

2/ a0 Soptesbor 1555, he declared cutegorically in &
: ) the Areb News Agsncy that no bargals with Russis hed beecn
m ﬁ?nlﬁ Cetober m t&i%itha Unlted Precs thet Russis had
77 sy crws negotlstions with Sgypt. 1b/ As late as
aﬁmz@ﬁ,wmmz&mmmmm echoslovalila, 15/
®is vollesgues, for exemplec, rfcg;sﬁw Promier Geusl Selim, Yor WMoigter
eosral ‘Abd al-Eskinm Splr, and Minister of Stete Anver al-Sedst, also
enslatently referved to Cpech rether than Joviet wms. It was culy
‘ Qexendria mwzﬁmlsﬁﬁ,mz*@awmnrm
mm:m truth Mhﬁs t0ld the Igyptism people that “we were sble
to gy seme from Bussia. I esy from Russie and not from Czechosiovekile.” 8/

. ;Igi% ﬁi‘r then, that the Westers Powers should be reluctant
o motept ‘g promises sbout {recdom of pavigstion through
wmwf I bo 1ies to his oum people, 18 thore any reason to

mzwmnmmmmmmmw

#1800 his record of promizes to the Frewch concerning Borth
M% satadly the Csiro cligue hes asswed Prance that ;hﬂ only
interert in M Atvles 13 to sce Jjustice dome snd to sesure o pesce~
!‘zﬁ. Mm‘t af t&m M Aricen prebless. Yet, ot the seme time,

ption goverment molntains suerrille traiodng centers on

. Bgyptden soll, esd WZ@ arme to the Agerden guorriilss, while
m m redlo ever g¥imrts e Algerimas to violeges, ‘'Abd sl-Mosir
¢ b even pRdicly stated that "we cen mever smy that the battle of Algerie
5 ot our batile.” g{, e Bgyptien people a5 woll a8 all ¥oslems wot
relly sywpsthize with the ssplrations of their fellow BHosteme fu
Algerie. Bub the point in lssuc here is the decoption praeticed by
‘ibd sl-Hesir end hle sseocistes on this gueatiog. Is the Yeet to acoopt

]
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sep of ‘such men on the Cmed guestion vhon thay have
wﬁ %ﬁe&réﬁ@eﬁm all otherect

| caly prds the West thet this decelt has been
mm m mtm pecple also have been its victime. then the
23 Jay Bevelutlon cocurred, the Revolutliomary Councll declared that
swmlymmem to throw out the corrwpt end Macredited Yarmie
W regime sod roplsce It with a goversment that rdly represented
eople. The sflitary leadors disclsimed eny inmtention or desire
nine power in Bhelr own hends. This wss s worilly and noble
iad the whole world spplevwded,

Bamocracy, whdeh the Bevolulionary Cowncll
mi 4 fo dbllivicm, m&ta@;r the

wancinte M’m m&m thelr mifqm for civildsn
oo wiﬁ m pﬁi&a, concentration camps, and v‘ssusorship.
jsersl Bepoth, Boloved By the Egyptisn poople ns the lasdor of the
o) hes been forced out of office sl slendered and ebused by
fﬁﬁ ﬂim and h1§ sinions si beceuse he wanted to honor th
pladge to bring Jemoermey o BugPte

w;zmmm s, the military rulers peld 1ip service
mmm its @ﬁ“i& introduction. On 5 March 1955,
» conferense with hﬁ;ﬁ’b m '#bd sl-Heelr, ALl Neher snnounced
Mammumm o] 14 be elected within three
m,f el this was mmmemwww Salch fslim,
‘.mmmmhﬁémmﬁwmwm

M w&ﬁd m‘{s in Juigm /! n iﬂﬁ‘;mr the overmment muthgé&z;
. : sh mibilshed th m;tof @Mlﬂf;,.,, Jnly &

‘ power endl docided nob
pimises vare forgoiien,

m oven dlctators 1ike to f‘l@m thety @etivim&a wnder & magk of
sanlity, so 'Abd al-Faslr, on 96 U1y 1954, promised the people that
they 1 ",f@ﬁa%ga}i&inmw% w This pledye vas repested
w*ﬂmmmzmmr, for exmmple, in speeches on 1T
, 2% aﬁﬁ%&ﬂa’% o2/ But these, t©0, were mere words.
o L msﬁgiemstiaumﬁmhlfg
‘wmtﬁmm&ﬂ%aafwmwwa. 28/

Fownanry 3.956 come sad went snd there were no slections. Insteed,
tion drafted solely t ﬁw mﬁitary cit:tgaw mﬁ &mg;@i o
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rejeetics of the conetitution would only have seant o ~ontimustion
of rile by the Revelutiomsyy Council snd since fesr of the aouret
police kept enyune frots edprossing opposition to 1f, the vesult of
the steealled clection was inevitable.

iz 1 'm sl-Fasir's democracy--¢ constitation drafied by
himpulf spd Jpposed on the peoples by =n ellegedly froe ewatim 3
" legelisetion of his own dictelorladl powers, provislionm for o mppet
agaably cotposed of memdors qgoproved by « singls parly contralled
by him. And with it, comsorship, secrct polies, md comcentrestion
cemps. A Bewolution vhich wes 0 free the D yptisn people has ro-
sulted in the rise of a wodern sutoerstic Fhoraoh who boasts of how
eagy it iz to g;@aa:t to the cmotions of the people!l Swh are the
copesmmntes Tor Sopt of the lles aud Jecelt of "4 al-Neoiy eand
bis wintons.

The Aead petples, oo, have suffered Cfrom thy decelts of thed

Caire ciiepe. ‘AbDd si-lnaiy ;mclfma& hiz nl.‘},:mmm to the idesl of
Areh wnlty sod to the neceesity of working for the swicess of the

 Ared lesgus, but his sctions byl his wvords. He has mede it clear
that to hin the Ared League 1o owly an instrment for Igyptian sational
spprapdisement. I0 Pbrusyy 1995, he wrma the Lengue that Beypt
vould vithdrar 1 1t 4i4 oot Jolo with Tgypt in conmdaming Irsc's
sllience with Twkey. 25/ In othsr wﬁsg he was quite yre@m& to
wrack the Leagus 1€ 1t did not bow to Tpypt's wishes. This is indend
5 ﬁmm way o foster Arsh wmity!

1o writiclging the Ireql-Twklsh pact, 'Abd sl-lealr we well -
B g5 Minister have insisted that the Arsd Lespw Charter I’“Q}nﬁr&.b
m‘kﬁﬁm :m a3l the Aved stater on such lsporbtent metters.
depenfience of the Argd nations has boen s f&?ﬁ?ﬁtz}' &m@ il
tm wm& Wmm riers. Por ami% in his book, :

dam, 'Abd ol-Husir writes: Tdhet h@m i:a
p@t 1a Damnscue the newy dey, funyt mm,, hrexen, Beghd
yeo « « oIt 18 » pimgle reglon.” 35/ And Mejer Salsh mm
m MQW of Ratiooa) Guldance, duclared on 156 Jauery 1955: &/

et wouid be he memming of ell thess ‘ivamg, meciinge,
what would e the meaning of » peet of all tg» Ared staier,
sod vhat would be the menging of & leegue of our Govermmentc
it smy ome of v sepovztoly tekes the most serious end im-
potT gecisions he wishes to, without mutusl wnderstanding
exr conswitation Ts"i‘l’h the others?

§
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The Egyptlsn leeders slso have mele formal comitments oo this
subject 10 the other Ared stetes. [pesking in Demescus on 30 Pebruary
1955, in commeetion with the Jyrien-Bgyptisn slliemce then being
pagotisted, Salim pramised thet Zgypt would meke its foreiom policy
agres with thet of the other Arad states. 38 4 veek loter e gai.am
vith dgbrd al-Asell smd EBalid sl-Ass in fesulng & coamtmloue which
Pledged that no mesbor stete of the new slilsnee would concluds eny
iﬁtmiml politiend or military sgreement without the “sm::mt ot
sther mealbey states. 29/ ﬁn 1 Tuptember 1003, A4 sl-Masir snd
Lebenese Porelgn MHnister ol e m,ji;mh imsusd 8 stolement in Cairo
wherehy the two coumteles %:m:m. o “consult snd exchenge views and
dnformetion comilawbusly and without awy delsy on w'%zﬁ&i.m; comnected
with inteynationsd wg,itiw, defense, public secwriiy, wmmd common
imterasts of Foypt endl Lebenon. L/

Bt as is the csge vith 211 of bhis promises, ‘Abd sl-FHoeir has
broken these conetantly. In spite of his commitments, ‘Abd al-Boslr
bas teken end coptinues to take the moct vitel forslgn policy de-
edsione without ’b@t&znrlr@; to consuli with or sven ¢ inform the
othar Arab stetes and withowt comsidaring the effents of such de
aum an those vbetes. The wms denl with Soviet Busala, shich
cartainly fell within this cetegory sinmve it opensd wp the catire
M& et Yo Soviet penctrstiom sod inflisence, was mm@*ﬂ to
the Arsd naticns ss o foft sccoemld. S0 100 was the Cappl natiomali-
gation decision teken wlthout congutting the other Arsb stetes, oven
therch the comseguences of that action threaten the pescs snd stebility
of the =atire Hlddle Last and, beceusc of ithe poseidble stoppepe of old

- - iﬁm royaliizn, jeopardize the cconomic wellfars of every Avad

ihe other Ared states hsve Falthiully fullilled thelr cbiigations
in this respect, bBut Iin return thay recelve fria Topt oﬁly sontamt.
Iven as seyly ss Decamber 156593, the Belrub newspeper L'Ordent, vhich
is pemerally friepdly to the 'AB al-Nesir regime, obgsrved thet: _g,,

It is for Sgypt, spd for Noypt slome, thet Leobuoon snd
Byrisn, snd even to g leosser exbenmt Joxdan ond Syris, are tumine
their backs on Dritsia. It 1s for Boypt, end for Ioypt alome,
that lebemon, Syris snd Jordan, ibo have comson Crontlers with
the Jewidh Stete, have refralned feom seeking from the Yiostern
Powers T guersatecs sgalopt the danzerous proessunre of Terseli
irrodentism, Now, vithout taking into sccoumt the ipeciadl in-
terests of Lebenon, Syris, oot Jorden, sod vithout oves talefng
the treddis to infora t&w Kred ?«m@mi the (elro Government 1
twrning towerds newtralism ond clelme to bBe committing the rest
of the Arsh stetes.
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_ WMWW&&W he Arsb le er, &
esolatitne, sod in mssorous ctotements by 'm A-Yasir to mfmu
mmﬁ;&w i‘xm igtertwm in the intermsl sﬁixn of, or sserting
gy oihey Ared cowvmtry, Thie petwles  also hee ‘.‘mm
am vepeatelly by 'Abd sl-Nesir oo hip regl ;
35, the Uelro reglme @@ﬂ&j taée& o s;i:iz- reball ion in
ﬂ&se al-Gald govermmen Ssy e:f thet year the lragl
in Salro hed o pr ffat @fﬁemi.y againet the inflssmatory
7 R : sovernment comlng from Bgyptlen soll ovor
Lled ﬁﬁ-‘tﬁiﬁ ﬁi:w Imq, mrra recently, the Ducemdbor 1955 riote
o 4 by sgitators gﬁd by Cedre. In am article
pdyeb on 27 Becenbor, ﬁmmr al~dadet, one of
dr's minions, Soasbed thet m c;hi@f vos responeible far
dea ot of the Bazhded Pucly | asd 'Abd al-Tasir himself,
) Arﬁ;@&&&ﬁ& 2% Ny 1556, rmaéth@ “For can ve
Pucesber bottle of Jordsn wap not owr bavlle.” 33/

b ig the rogsyd that <he ﬁﬁw of the ¥lic hes for his most
Blige _m And 1f he brasks Bis pledess o his own peaple

Pellow Arahe, how 3w can the Vestern Powers be oxpected
%Wm‘f %is%&mﬁ%m@thgmbﬂmﬁlﬁﬁﬁ
MBS, plnBusdy's stieuplo to portryy the Iegvwe a0 ome of lmperieliss
tation mre b & screen o concesl the facte--fucts which
hizm to be false to cwery promise he hes ever mede.

e al-Neelr spesks of mmmﬂs{ bat he lmposes tyresny.
wpedks of poacs, but be spresds comludon sodl wmrsst. O y¢ Balems
ant mml of the Arsh nations! W@r wWiat the Doly Guren says
e i the sws ol-Bsgars: b/

e 1t 1s asid to thew: "Meke mot mlsdhilief oo the oarth,” they
By “%a wwwwmm@».

of men viose speech sbout hiis worid's
. sl he calls Allsh to witaoss sbout
y%is Be is t‘hﬁ moat contentious of

Bis alm is everypvhers to

* - »

o Hgypt ond of the Aveb netiomal Heed not the vords
h, thiz &é@wﬁf&&, ’ at, md imeolent men. Be
in: hin you, o, feel the urath of your lerd, for

3.
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suraly hellofirve will be his fute. PRemomder well the words of Allsh
epled the doum of such mer. Homken ye to

mmw«;;m
mm&ammmmﬁhﬁm e tw the falschosd

mopgers.” B/ And iz wet 'Abd al-Moeir ane such:

Romugber the verse of the surn al-&'raf which saye: 7

e e o8 the :ﬁ,e;!.gzw*a wiil cgll to cortaln men whon
they A1l Wpow fraw thelr marks, saying: Of that profit to
¥you ware your bosrds and your arrogmnt weys!

Remaniber o oo the verse of the sure gl-Sphl, wheruln it is seld: B/

o apter the gates of Holl, to dwell thermsin, e evil indeed
is the shode of the srropant.

bor yet olse the varse of the siwe gh-Tusar. 557

ﬁ: m vill te sedd: “Inter yu the gates of Bell, to Awall
hereln. JAnd ovil is this shods of the srrogent.’ ind is pot
*m %%wm pae awehy

&ad potder ye woll tRe verning rovesded by Alleh in the swe

Baad Tere’ll: “"Bor walk the ¢ mmmmme,..wmm
mm%mmmm sicht of thy Lord.” 10/ And fe not
*M ﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁ&’ one suchy
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€ ye vho belleve! Chovss not My enssy and your
snemy for friends, Do ye give them fyiendship

mmyamnmmﬂamm«hmmem
wito yon, driving cut the messenger and you be~
gause ye belleve in Allsh, your Lerd? If ye

Bave cone forth to strive in My way and seeking
¥y good pleasure, show them not friendship. Do
yo show friendship unto them in secret, when I am
best Aware of what ye hide and what ye proeloim?
And vhoposver doeth it smong you, he verily hath
strayed from the right way, 1/ |

Trds injunction e:ziwamlm to all true Believers, revesled by
43dah in the holy surs gloihmmbabans, was to point out to Moslews the

porils of sssooiation with the dolaters of Mecoa, But can any trae

¥eplem believe that this wamﬁ,ng does not refer equally to the idols.
tars, the athelsts, of today, that is, the Conmunists, who slander

~ Allsh end persecute his followers?

The Communists of the Soviet Union, since they first selized power,
have considered the Moslem peoples of Russia as their greatest emw.
for these Moslema, steadfast in their faith in the one true Cod, re-
fuse to bow down and worship the false gods of lemdin and Marx, Ine-

- gensed by this vesolute f&ith, the Communiste have subjected the Moslems
of Russla to the most crvel and merciless persecution: the mosques
have bean closed and desecrated; all religious schools have been closed
and prohibited; prayers have besn forbidden; Moslems have been
prevented Dy law from observing the saored fasting of Ramaden; copies
of the Holy Quran have been selzed and burned and ite publication

~ forbiddan; the religlous and intellectual leaders of the Moslem peoc.
piss have besn arrested, tortured, and imprisoned or slain; and the
phigrimage has been forbidden,

The ¥eslems of the Arab Werld have long been aware of the suffer-
ings of thelr brothers, and their consequent hatred of Communism hes
squalled that of any other free pecples. In every Arab country Commu.
siat party organizations have been cutlawed, and the leaders of the
Aral goverrments were ever careful to take every precaution ageinst
the growth of Communist influence of whatever shape or form. In this
way; the Arad peoples were spared the danger of Commmunist subversion,
For slthough a few misguided persons assoclated themselves with out.
dawed Comminist movements, the vest majority hearkened to the warning
of Allsh, and thus Soviet Cammunist influence was prevented from

growing
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Today the situstion has changed, A red eloud hangs over the
Arab lands, casting its ominous shadow on the fzithful, In every
Arad state the fear of Communist subversion is growing, for the closed
ranka of the Bellevers have opened, allowing the atheistic Communists
teo gain a foothold in the Areb World from which they can work to exe
tend their influence and control, fibd al-Nasir, the military dictator
of Egypt, has grasped in friendship the bloodied hand of the Soviet
Union.~the hand stained with the blood of millions of martyred Russisn
Moslems, s vAll be a fesrful fate, for has not Allah warned in the

eura A1 ‘Toran: 3/

Lot not the Bellevers take for friends or helpers
Wnbellevers rather then Pellevers: Af any do that,
in nothing vill there be help from illah,

The Arsbs first learned that Cemmmamist influence had penstrated
thely lands on 27 September 1955, when 'Abd al.Nasir armounced that
Egypt hod negotiated an arms deal with Communist Crechoslovalda. 3/
tAbd al-Yapsiyr well lmew that no Aredb could or would view with egua-
ninity the entry of Soviet influence inte the Areb World, so he
falsely ssid that the negotiations had been with Csechoslovakis ,
rather than with Soviet Russia as was actuslly the case, On 12 Octow
ber, he stated categoric:lly thet Hussia was not involved in the
arms negotiations, 4/ send in the months that followed he repested
this lie countless tines, His minions, Deputy Fremisr Gamal Salim,
Mindister of State Anwar sl-Sedat, and War Minister General 'Abd
AloHeldm Amdir, also repeated ti is falmehood, The latter, on 30
November 1955, even practlced this deception in Damascus where he
had gone in connection with the new Byrian-Egyptisn militery alli.
ancs, 5/ Fow ocomforting it must be for Syrie to have an ally who
dscelves her on such an impertent and vital questiont

It was not until 26 July 1956, that 'iAbd al.Nasir found the
sourege Yo adrdt that he had clasped in friendshlp the bloody hand
of the treacherous Seviet Unlon, On that day, in a spsech in Alexan.
drda, he told the Egyptian people and those of the other Arab states
that "we were sble to buy amms from Russia, I say from Russie end
not from Ceechoslovalda," §/ By this statement 'Abd al-Nasir revesled
the duplicity he and his echorts had practioced against their own
people as well as the rest of the Arab WHorld.

While the purchase of Sovliet arms in itself may not mean the
spreed of Comnmist influence, the attendant result:s meke this course

fnevitable, With the modern complicated instruments of warfore will
eome Soviet technicians, Omee such scoffers of illsh were denled

2
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contact with the people, tut now they will be free to spread their
insidious, atheistic propoganda, Of course, 'Abd al-Nssir has claimed,
Tor example in 2 statement to the Areb News sgency on 30 September 1955
and in an Interview with a foreign jJowrnalist on 5 October, thut the
arms deal was a purely commercial ope and that there would be no need
for techniclans nor had the Egyptian government any intention of introe
ducing them, 7/ But since he lied sbout the origin of the arms, what
resson 1s there to believe that he had not alse lded sbout this point?
In faot, the British government revealed on 23 Mareh 1956, that
Communist technlclans and aviation instructors were working at an
airbese nesr Alexandria. 8/ How many others are there of whom the
¥orld has not yet beard? And who believes that any Communist, even if
ealled a technlcian, is not as dangerous an agent of the Kremlin as

&n svowed political sgent or spyt

The arms deal came es an unwelcome surprise to the other Arab
states, Unweleome beczuse they have no love for Camnunism and because
they heed the words of Allah revealed in the sura gl-Maids: 9/

Q@ yo who belleve! Take not for friends and protectors
those who take your religion for a mocker; or sport,

A surprise because not only had the leaders of Igypt proclaimed themselves
to be geod Meslems but also because they had pledged not to take any
dmportant declslion of international policy without first consulting the
deaders of the other .rab stutes, For example, on 6 Marech 1955, Egyptian
Minlster of Notional Guidsnce, Majer Salsh Salim, asoting on behalf of the
mm Revolutionary Council, joined with Sabri al-iAsalil and Kheldd

L of Syrla in issuing a commmique in connection with a Syriane
Egyptian alllance then being negotiated, which pledged that no member
would conclude any internatiopsl political or military agreements withe
out the consent of the other. 10/ Yet Egypt did not bother to consult
with Syria about the mrms purchese or even to inform her that it wae

panding.

Other exampies can be oited, On 2 September 1958, less than four
weeks before the armms deal was ampounced, 'Abd al-Nasir and Isbenese
Forelgn Minister Hamid Franjiysh issued in Cpire a joint statement
which pisdged thw two countries to consult and exchange views and
information continuously and without any deley on everything cormscted
with international polities, defense, public security, and common
intersste of Egypt and lebapon, Yet Igypt did not bother to consult
with Lebanon about the arms purchase or sven to inform hey thet it was
pending, Such is the manner which fAbd al-Nasir observes his inter-
national commtments!
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The fveb states might also properly have been surprised by the
sudden Egyptian-Commust friendship because of the repeated anti-
Commmist gtatements made by the Hgyptian leaders since they selszed
power in July 1952. They did not then know that these statements
were mers words spoken in order to solieit the support of the faith-
ful Egyptian Moslem people for the new miliitary regime. Let us review
some of these statements:

1. 3 Jdugust 199 1Abd al-Nasir, in a public statement, sald: 11/

We are fighting an open battle in Egypt with Commwnlists.
We sre convinced they are working under Soviet direction. And
by the nature of the situation, Egyptlen Communists eould not
approve of this present goverrment because we are working for
peave and stability, whereas vhat they want 1s disorder,

Yot 'ibd sl-Nesir has new embraced the Communists in friendshipt

2, tibd sl-Masir stated during a speech in

Who is presently opposing us for the love of epposition
snd subversion? First of 211 we f£ind the Communists, We all
know that Commmnism An Egypt has only one purpose and objective,
that ie, chaoz, because it canmot live except on chaos, Cotne
wunism does not accept or approve of raising the standard of
living or improving social conditions, because under such
conditions Communism cennot thrive or spread its pover,
Communien always seeks to spread confusion . « » All of us
lnow the aims of the Commwnists . o « The only aim is to
achieve a Commmist regime,

Yot 'AbA al-Nasir hos now embraced the Communists in friendshipt

AR T

Septenber 19%4; 'Abd sl.Nasir, speaidng to a 14beration
Organdzation gathering in Cairo's Republic Square, said: 13/

There sve agents whose purpose is to dominate arbitrarily.
Tt suffioces that you know that these people are financed by a
foreign atate,

Yot 'Abd al.Nasir has now embraced the Commmnists in friendship!

1958: tAbd al.ﬁ’asi}, in an article written for the
pricon magazine Forghgn Affairs, declared: 14/

The grestest internal enemies of the people are the
Compni sts who serve forelign rulers.

&,

&
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Yot TAbd al-Rasir has now embraced the Communists in friendshipi

i eonsider Communism a mensce , o o The Bast Camp is
tyying to domlnate states outside its orbit Ly subversive

Yot VAbd aleMsalr has now embraced the Communiste in friendship!
; During a speech made in Ceiro, 'Abd aleNasir

What the Communists bave achieved by Commmism is that
they heve bevome tools of a general production spparatus,
whereas they were formerly human beings with thelr own free
willi, They have dencunced religion becsuse Commumnism consi.
gors religion s s myth, They have dencunced the individual
becavas Comprundesm holds that an individual has no Integrity.
They have attasked freedom because freedom is the bellef of
men in himself, and under a Communist regime the individual
has nelther integrity nor a will of his own. They have
denied equality in thelr state system, because the Communist
concept of the stufe is a pyramidal class structure at the top
of which power is in the hands of one person while millions
of people form the base, _

Yot 'Abd al-Hasdr has now embraced the Commmists in friendshipl

It is strange indeed how, after the above and many other similar
statements, 'Abd aleNasir should suddenly have discoversed in the
Soviet Commnists the best friends of Egypt. Could it be that the
Communist envoys have deluded him through flattery? The eulogles of
him which £111 to overflowing the state.controlled Egyptian press and
radio bear witness to his venity and love of flattery., FPerhaps in his
youthful naivete and inexperience he believes that he is smarter than
the experienced Commmists and thst he can manipulate them to his
own glory and personsl aggrandizement, Much wiser men than he, however,
have fellen martyrs to freedom because they belleved that they would
eutwit the Commnists, and in so doing have dragged down thelr
eountries into slavery: for example, Mainu of Romania, Fetkov ¢f
Bulgaria, Mickolajzoyk of Poland, Benes and Masaryk of Czechoslovakla.
The unfortunate people of Egypt, who sre denled a volce in thelr govern.
ment, and the other Arsb peoples, in considering their future, can
enly serrowfully remember the wasrning which Allsh gave to his follcowors

in the surs Al4'Zaran: A2

5
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€ ye vho believel Take not into your intimacy those
outaide your ranks, They will not fail to corrupt you,

- they only desire your ruln: rank hotred has already
appepred from their mouths: what their hearts concesl
is far worse,

Truly the hearts of the Calro rulers have already been corrupted,
As we have seen above, before the arms deal 'Abd al-Nasir declared
that the Communists were Bgypt's worst enemy and he labelled the
Communist system no better than slavery, The jails of Egypt were filled
with thop e accused of being Communists, Now these former enexies
have suddenly become friends, DBefore the sxms deal 'Abd sl-Nasir accused
the Soviet Bloc of trying to dominate other natione, but afterwards,
on 28 November, Deputy Premler Gamal Salim declared that "I do mot
believe either thet our deals with Fussis will twrn us into Communists
who go along with Soviet polisy. Moreover, I do not believe the
Communists want us to do so,” JB/ Verily, a great corruption has occurredi
On 11 October 1955, Radio Cairo, that cbedient mouthpiece of Egyptis
diotator, declered that "The USSR is a true democragy, with rulers
teken from the country through the Communist Party.* 19/ Verily, a
great corruption has ococurpredt

‘Abd aleNasir also has extonded the hand of friendship to
Commaniet China, whose hand is ss stained with Moslem blood es 4is
that of the Soviet Union., Since the Chinese Counmnists seized power,
& blood-bath has drenched the countyy, which China's Moslems have
wot escaped, Thousands upon thousands of China's Meslems, faithful
%o their one true Ood and to His holy directione, have scorned to
prostrate themselves before the Feking rulers and have paid for their
defiance with their lives, Thousands more have chosen almost certain
death in an attempt t. escape across the snowecapped Himalayas into
India, Yet to the Chinese Communists also has 'Abd al-Nasir extended
the hand of friendship!

Truly, the future lot of the Egyptlan people and of all srabs is
frought with peril zs long a&s the 'Abd al~Nasir regime remains in
power and copitlnues ite present unholy policies, Onece the irabd
Werld was secure agalnst any Communist danger save only the danger
ef open invasion., But today that is no longer true. The new despot
of the Mile has torn down the iron gates of Zul-Qarnasyn and has let
looss on the Arcbs the sevage idolatrous peoples of Gog and Magog. 20/
Thie ruler of Egypt, this so-called slave of the Helper, would truly
be more properly named the slave of Nasir. 21/
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The construction of the High Dam appears to many Egyptians
&8 the only feasible way to meet the country's urgent need of
more farm land for its rapldly growing population and of more
e%eﬁtrig power for 1ts expanding industry, To the present rulers
ol Egypt . T slio
%h&-_jspia that the militery reglme 1s bringing tangible economic
benefits to the country and, by diverting the people's attention
to the Dam and away from theip many lmmediate problems, increasing
popular support for the regime,

- This project, so vital to Egypt's future well-belng, seemed
recently to be on the verge of realization, The World Bank had
expressed a willingness to consider & large loan, and the govern-
ménts of the United States and Great Britain had similarly
expressed a willingness to extend financial agaistance, Unfor-
tunately for the Egyptian people, these sources of aid have now
been made impossgible by the rash and 1ll-advised actions of
*Abd al-Nesir and his cohorts,

_ Pirat, the Cairo regime arranged to purchase Trom the Soviet
Unlon an amount of amms vastly in excess of what the stralned
Egyptian economy could afford, and to pay for these arms the
aq“gtarg clique mortgaged the Egyptian cotton erop for years to
come, Since the World Bank is not a philanthropic organization
but a properly managed financial institution, every thinking
person can readlly appreclate that inasmuch as Egypt's cotton
provides much of the country's forelgn exchange, the Bank could
aﬁ%i conclyde that the arrangements with the Soviet Union cast
serioug doubts as to Egypt's ability to repay the desired loan
and to ralse the other funds that would be needed for the internal
expenses of the High Dam project,

Secondly, Nesir arrogantly refused to consider any supervision
by the Bank over the spending of the loan funds, He insisted that
the Bank slmply hand the loan funds over to him, which he would
then proceed to spend as he thought best, The fact that Nasir
&nd his cohorts have not ghown themselves to pessess a degree of
sempetence ln economic and financial matters such as would inspire
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to the Bank's normal practices were blithely ignored by the
Caire regime which emotionslly declared thet any kind of super-
vision would be a form of imperialism. It is indeed strange
that all other reclpients of World Bank leans consider such
supervislon merely as sound, normal financial practice and that
orly in the case of Egypt does it somehow become sinister and

imperlalistic}

. The result, as the Egyptians now lmew to thelr sorrow, is
that the United States and Great Britain withdrew theilr offers

of ald, while the World Bank loan falled to materiallze,
Considering this development as an unbearable blow to his pride
and prestige end realizing that his regime would meet growing
opponltion among the Egyptian people unless he could divert their
attention to some other problem, Nasir reacted like a frustyated,
temperamental e¢hild and on 26 July 1956 anncunced the nationsliza-
tion of the Suez Canal Company.

In his backﬁ The Philaaaggg of the Revolutieon, Nasir oyni-
cally remarks: "HOW emsy LU 1B t0 appeal to the emotions of the
peoplel"” The Suez Canal imsue 1s a good example of how Nasir
puts this philosophy into practice, In wildly emotional terms
he Justified his action to the Egyptien people by charging that
the Canal Company was an instrument of imperiallstic exploitation
sugcking out the life's blood of the Egyptian people, Truly this
was o most sudden discovery, for only a month earlier, in a speech
in Cairo on 19 June, he had declared:

Today Egypt is entirely free, Not a single foreign
flag flles over Egyptlan soll, For the first time in
centuries we are completely free to fight for our own
destiny. Today marks the beglnning of & new era in which
we shall be ruled by a constitution of the people ., . ,

A phase of the struggle has come to an end., . . Today for
the first time in 8 long period we feel sovereign in our
own country, 1/ o

Yet by 20 July Nasir had discovered that Egypt was still groaning
under the yoke of imperialistic exploltation!

On 2 May 1956, the Canal Company was still sufficiently
honorable go that the Nasir regime deemed it proper to negotiate
an agreement whereby the Company would invest $60 million of its
reserves In Egyptilan development projects, 2/ Yet by 26 July -
the Company had somehow become an Llnstrument of imperialistic
exploltation! On 20 June, Burhan Sald, representative of the
Egyptian government to the Company, made a public statement in

2
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which he referred to the developing of plans for the future
reversion of the Canal to Egypt in 1968, 3/ Yet by 26 July
the nature of the Company had somehow chan%ad so radically
that it became necessary to selze it lmmediately!

In announcing the Canal nationalizatlon Nasir told the
Eg{fti&n people that the Company had an annual profit of $100
million which Egypt would now take for herself, thus permitting
reallization of the High Dam project without recourse to foreign
financial assistance, 4/ This was a flagrant deception of the
Bzyptian people, as Naslr was well aware,

Let us conglder the facts, In 1954, for example, the total
revenue--not profits but revenue--of the Company were roughly
$93 million of which $30 million represented profits. In 1955,
total revenue waé $98 million of which agsin $30 million repre-
gented profits, F Since Egypt was already receiving one-sixth
of the profits, The maximum annual additionsl amount that Egypt
gguld hope to obtaln by nationalilzation of the Canal is $25 mil-

on,

But thig 1s only part of the story, Filrst of all, the Canal
properties themselves constitute only a small part of the Company's
total holdings and Canal fees and charges only a small part of
its revenue, As Nasir well knew the Company's propertles located
sutslde of Egypt and the revenues derlved therefrom were beyond
his reach and control and would continue so whatever he might
do to the Company's assets in Eggyt. Becondly, as Naslr must
have suspected would happen, a8 Indeed it has, many shippers
have continued to pay Canal charges and fees 1lnto the Company's
sccounts in London and Parls where they cannot be touched by
Besir, Thus grﬁspeative profits for Egypt are further reduced.
Thirdly, at the time of natlionalization, the Company was preparing
plans for extensive and expensive lmprovements to the Canal to
meet growing urgent needs., Egypt, if it wishes to keep the Canal
in operating condition, will be forced to carry ocut these plans;
end the money used for thils purpose obviously cannot be used for
the High Dam, Finally, Nasir has promised that Egypt would
ﬁamganaate the fompany for its natlonallzed property, thus adding
eti~é a iurther drain on the prospective reduced revenue {rom
the Canal,

The above facts and figures make 1t abundantly clear that
Hasir was deliberately misleading the Egyptlan people when he
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spoke of profite of 3100 million a year that would be avallable
for the High Dam project. Not only were Company profits less than
& third of the figure he clted, but he alsc knew that even thls
lemser figure was greatly in excess of what Egypt could posslbly
hope to obtain after natlonalization, Moreover, the necessity

of expending funds for improving the Canal and Por paying compensa-
tion for the selzed property reduce still further prospective

net profits, In effect, natlonallzatlion of the Canal will not
provide Egypt with $100 million & year for the High Dam project
but, at most, only a few millions, This fact was taclitly

admitted during a press conference held only a week after
nationalization by Ali Sabril, s spokesman for Naslr, who, when
asked polntedly if Canal revenue would be enough to meet the cost
of widening and deepening the Canal as well as flnance the High
Dam, could not answer in the affirmative and had to glve the
evaglve raplg.that there were "undoubtedly other waye for the
state to implement its projects.™ &/

But the controlled Egyptian press and radlc have not admitted
the truth of the matter to the hopeful Egyptlan people. As long
as the Nasir regime can hold out hope of the High Dam project,
the people will be less inclined to think about the harsh realities
of other economlc problems or about the regimets fallure to bring
to Egypt the better life which Nasir and his cohorts have so
loudly, so lavishly, and so frequently promised,

Let us consider the regime's record, One of the most highly
propagandized actions of the Nasir regime has been the land reform
movement, allegedly designed to free the Egyptlan peasant from
dependence on & landlord and to gilve him an adequate plot of ground
that he can call his own. No one can quarrel wlth this objectlive,
but what are the facte?

Initially the Nasir regime announced that 1t would distribute
three to four million feddan of land among peasants and landless
agricultural workers, Sabsequently the figure was reduced to one
million, then to three-qguarters, and by July 1953, Deputy Premier
Gamal Salim was speaking of 500,000 feddan. The fact 1s that by
the end of 1955 the goverrnment had aTstributed only 105,000
feddan, consisting almost entirely of former royal estates, while
private landowners had sold an additlonal 95,000 feddan, 1/

Much of this was bought by well«to-do peasants in The bB-to=50
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fedgﬁglclasﬁ, while many lendlords arranged spurioue sales to
énants whom they still controlled, At the moast, only 20,000
pepsants out of Egypt's millione have benefited from this so-called
great land distribution scheme. 8/

Yet, desplte this miserable record, the Nasir regime pretends
that today the peasant is the real ruler of Egypt and that every
peasant has achlieved a wondrous standard of living, O ye peasants
of Egypt! Do all among you now own your own land? Do all among
you have encugh to eat, proper housing, adequate clothing? Do
8ll among you feel aatisfied and content with your lot?

The thundering roar of denlals would shatter the heavens.
But how is that possible? Has not Naelr, that new Pharach of the
Nile, declared that every Egyptian peasant is now happy and
prosperous? In an artlcle published in January 1955 by the
Amerlican magazine Fcreﬁan Affairs, Naslr wrote that "The Egyptlan
peasant is no longér the virtual serf of big landlords but his
pwn master, The a%rarian reform program has resulted 1In a sub-
stantial incresse in his real income." 9/ O ye Egyptian peasants!
Will ye testlfy thet none among you must stlill work for a land-
lord, that none among you still knows want?

On 17 January 1956, Nasir stated in & apeech:

Parmers, you have achlieved your objJectivea, The
regaining of the right to life and freedom was not an
eaBy matter. ., . Today, 0 farmers, you should look at
the future and feel the right demands of your deeds and
struggle so that you can preserve, . . We all look at
the future with a feelling of equal opportunitles, soclal
eolleboration and with hope. 10/

G'ye Egyptian peasants! W1ll ye testify that all among you have
obtalined your heart's desire, that all smong you view the future
with hope?
Speaking on 18 June 1956, Napir made the statement:
This generation was privileged to feel a great
change, The dignity of the fatherland was restored

to it deservedly and by right, Its sons are no longer
the harvest of poverty and disease, 11/

5
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0 ye Egy?tiaq.peaaants! Will ye testify that ﬂane among you still
feels the oppresslon of poverty, that none among you still knows
the suffering of disease?

During 2 speech in Cairo on 19 June 1956, Naslr declared:

Today . . o the peasant has been freed of slavery
and for the first time in the history of this homeland
he 18 free and not threstened in his livelihood, living,
dignity, security for his family. 12/

0 ye Egyptlan peasants] Will ye testify that none among you
femprs for tomorrow's bread, that none among you feels oppressed
by fate as did your fathers?

The explanation of the wide gulf lylng between the true
state of the Eg{ptian peasant and the false propagandistic state-
ments of Nasir 1lies in the fact that the Cairo reglme feels a
great contempt for the peasantry. Their callous attitude 1=
reflected in the statement made in a radlo address on 30 August
1956, by Ahmad Hasan al-Baquri, Minlster of Waqfs and one of
Nssir'e minions, whe remarked that "Egypt's rural population is
frugal and can live on next to nothing,” 13/ It may well be true
that, because of necessity, the Egyptlan peasant llves on virtually
nothing, But ye peasants of Fgypt! Will ye testlfy that all
among you do so willingly?

And how has the urban worker thrived under Naslr's so-called
regime of soclal justlice? The new Constitutlon guarantees the
worker failr hours, wages, ahd worklng conditions, and Nasir has
boasted that the Egyptian worker 1s now getting a new deal. But
ye Hgyptian workers! I call on you to testify, Is 1t not true
that an ungkilled worker still recelves only 20 plasters a day
at & maximum? 14/ Is 1t not true that even the best pald worker
makes no more Than $20 a month? Is it not true that inflatlon
ceused by the regime's Ifinancial policles has caused the cost
of living to increase threébld in recent years? Is 1t not true
that despite Nasir's claims of unlversal prosperity beggars are
still to be seen on the streets of Calro? Is 1t not true that
despite the right to unionize assured you by the Constitution
you do not dare to attempt to form your own free trade unions
or to strike for your justified demands? Yet Naslr claims that
his regime has done so much for the common people! Strange
indeed are hla sgtandards,
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Assuredly the Nasir regime has carried out the more dramatic
features of its soclal program, the projects with a high propa-
ganda appeal, the projects which everyone can see and thus perhaps
overlook the lack of accomplishments elsewhere, Liberatlon Square
in Calro has been beautified and completed, The cornlche along
the Nlle was constructed in a few weeks, complete with trees and
flowers, Water pipes have been laid in some villages. Calro
girport has been enlerged, Other consplouous projects also have
 been undertaken, 15/ But the fact remains that the lot of the
erdinary peasant &nd worker remains as misersble es 1t was under
the Paruk-Wafdist regime,

 The Naslr reglme also has given much fanfare to elaborate
pilans for 1ar§e»ﬁcale industrialization of Egypt and has fostered
the construction of numercus installations to that end., This 1s
& worthy ambition with which no one can quarrel, However, the
detalls of these plang and the manner in whilch they are belng
executed show how little qualified are the present rulers of
Bgypt in the realm of economics, For example, the Helwan steel
piant, the most widely publicized of the industrial projects,
will be producing 220,000 tons of steel annuslly after 1t goes
into full operation in the middle of 1957, and the Egyptian
lenders have been boasting of the large amount of forelgn exchange
which Egypt will save as & result, DBut they have not told the
Egyptian people that the steel to be produced at Helwan will cost
Bgypt three times as much as Imported steel or that this high
production cost is, to & large extent, the result of thelr decislon
to locate the plant at Helwan far from the sources of the raw
meterials which the plant will consume, Thus funds which could be
uged for more urgent projects, prcgecta which would serve directly
to improve condltions of 1life for the common peasant and worker,
aye spent on an uneconomic prolect designed primarlly to boost
the prestige of Egypt and of 1ts ruling clique,

The current inflation in Egypt, which causes such hardships
for the poor classes, has already been mentioned. The Nasir
regime, instead of solving thls problem, is, on the contrary,
undertaking measures which will further intensify 1t. To raise
funds for lts grandiose schemes the govermment has announced two
icans, one for 2100 million Egyptlan pounds to be ralsed abroad,
and the second for $200 milllon pounds to be ralsed internally
by having the Natlional Bank of Egypt print and lasue currency.
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When the experilenced financlers of Egypt protested that this would
increase the amount of money in circulation by one-third, thus
inducing a dangerous rise in prices, the govermment 1ssued =

decree which removed the protesting financiers from the Bank's
board of directors, who were thereupon replaced by minlons amenable
to the govermment's dangerocus policy of inflation, ©Not unnaturally,
the immediste result of these actions was a flight of capital, a
vige in prices, and a hoarding of consumer goods, 16/

Egypt's economic difficulties have been further intensified
by the recent nationalization. It has already been polnted out
how Nasir dellberately misled the people when he said the seizure
would enable Egypt to build without forelgn aid the High Damn,
which lg so important to Egypt's future prosperity, The truth
is that not only 1s Egypt not going to get from the Canal the
funds necessary for the conatructlon of the Dam bu: the econonmic
consequences of the natlonalizatlon are soon going to bring Egypt
to the brink of bankruptcy,

Let us examlne some of these economic conseguences, First of
all, forelgners who have previously invested capital 1in Egypt
are seeking to withdraw 1t, while prospective investors have
hastlily cancelled their plans. For who wishes to risk his noney
in a country whose rulers flsgrantly violate every rule of inter-
national law and Justice? BEgyptian merchants, moreover, are finding
1t lncreasingly difficult to import goods, for thelr sterling
accounts have been blocked by the British government, while
HEgyptian cotton, which formerly supplied the country with most of
it8 foreign exchange, has been pledged to Soviet Russia for many
years to come as payment for the recent arms purchese, Is not
avery cltizen of Calro and Alexandria, for example, able to see for
himgelfl that elready eome of the most basic and necessary com-
modlties have dlsappeared from store shelves? The Canal nationali.
gatlon also has resulted in a drying up of a second source of
forelgn exchange, namely, the tourist trade, For what tourist is
willing to go to Egypt when the international crisis caused by the
natlonallzation could conceivably result in armed conflict?

Burely, if he is as clever as he pretends to be, Nasir must
heve realized that all this would come to pass, Yet he was so
absorbed In the problem of maintaining end even increasing his own
personal prestige and so lilttle concerned with the economlc welfare
of Egypt and ite people that he chose to ignore the inevitable
conseguencss of his act,

8
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Every Egyptlan--pemasant, worker, businessman, intellectugle~

~1s only too well aware that the Nasir regime has failed to keep

its promises, has falled to improve the lot of the Egyptian people

but has, on the contrary, plunged the Egyptilan economy into a

perilous state. In his book, The Philosophy of the Revolution

Nasir, in discussing the plans 0?”H!mse§% Band hi18 GohOriE, wrote

that "I would bg surpriged if we were able to solve all the problems

af our country.” 1 How right he was!
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THE EGYPTIAN VIEW OF ARAB UNITY

Egypt, so the new Egyptian Constitution declares, 1s
an integral part of the Arab nation which Nasir has de-
geribed ap stretching from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Persian Gulf, 1/ It is, moreover, Egypt's announced aim
to do everything possible to make thie single natlon more
than a dream, to bring it to a state of reality. It is
an ambitlon which 18 shared by every Arab, whether from
Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, or any other Arab state. Yet
these Arabe would hardly approve of Egypt's plans for
accomplishing this objective, for Naslr envisages not a
uniting of equals but an Egyptilan hegemony with himeelfl
a8 the only authoritative leader and spokesman for the
entire Aradb World.

Nasirts own words betray his grandiose 1deas of expan~
slon and Egyptlan aggrandizement. In hils book, The
Philosophy of the Revolution, he writes: 2/

¥We cannot look at the map of the world ... wlthout
realizing Egypt's poslition on the map and her

role by the loglc of that positlon. Can we fall

to see that there 1s an Arab zone surrounding us?
«es Can we poeplbly ignore the fact that there is
an African continent which we have been made part
of by fate? ... Can we ignore the fact that there
i® an Islamic world with which we are united by
bonds of religious principle reinforced by histori-
cal realities? ... It always strikes me that in
this area in which we llve 1s a role running around
aimleesly looking for a hero to give it belng ...
The role 1s there. Its cheracteristics have been
deseribed, Thie is the stage. By the laws of geo-
graphical circumstance, we alone are able to play
it.

Thus has Naslr arrogated unto Egypt and unto himself
a8 ruler of that country the role of leader of the Arab
if not of the entire Islamic world., This same self-assumed
mantle of leadershlp also has been mentioned on other
eceasions by members of the Cailro Junta. For example,
Naesir told the graduates of the Egyptlan Aviatlon College
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on 15 September 1956, that "he who sttacks Egypt will have
attacked the entire Arabdb world.," 3/ But who hes given him
the right to commit the armed forces and destiny of the
pther natlons on Egypt's behalf, especilally when any con-
flict will have been caused by Egypt's veckless violation
of Intermatlonal law, taken wilthout the slightest consulta-
tion with the other Areb states? On 22 July 1955, War
Minister General 'Abd al-Hakim Amir asserted that "in order
that Egypt may oceupy her traditional place as the center
of grayvity in the African and Aslan group of states and

in order that we may be fully prepared to fulfill our obli-
gationg towards our Arab brothers, 1t hee become Incumbent
upon ug to bulld up our armed forces." 4/ And in a press
interview on 7 July 1955, Salah Salim, tThen Nasir's Minister
of Propaganda ({euphoniously termed Minister of National
Quidence), declared that Egypt's army "has taken 1t upon
itself to defend every foot of the Arab World." 5/ Did he
thus imply that the other Arab countrles had no volce in
thelr own defense?

Apide from the arrogance of such statements, the lronic
fact 1g that Egypt has dlsplayed on all occaslons her com-
plete disdain %gr the securlty and integrity of the other
Arab lands. VWhen the Israell army carried out hbloody railds
into Syrian and Jordanlen territory, the Egyptlan army,
desplte these high-sounding promises, did nothing. Vhen
Saudi Arabla complained to the Arab League that Britilsh
forces had occupled the Buraimi oases, the Egyptian army,
desplte these high-scunding promises, dild nothlng., Vhen
the Bultan of Oman appealed for help to prevent the oceu-
pation of Oman by forceg of the Sultan of Muscat, the
Egyptian army, despite these high-sounding promises, did
nothing., 3In fact, the only mllitary danger threatening the
Arab world other than that posed by Israel comesa from the
8oviet Unlon, and it was Egypt who, wlthout bothering to
oonsult the other Arab states, opened the gater of the
Middle East to Soviet penetration. And 1f the threat of
armed confllict hangs over the area today as a result of
the Suez Canal crisls, 1t was Egypt who, wlthout bothering
to consult the other Arab states, took the actlon which
precipltated the crlsis.

At the pregent time, it cannot be denled that the
strongest force for Arab unity 1s the Arab League, and thls

the Nasir vggime has pledged to support. For example, in
e statement made on 1 January 1955, Nasir declared: 6/

2

Approved For Releése 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500080004-2




Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500080004-2

The Arabs are fully determined to back it so as
to realize their aspirations of the establishment
of a federation among them, which 1ls no doubt the
firset and last alm of every Arab state.

In an earlier statement made on 5 uaptember 1954, Nasir
stated: 7/

Our first objective 1s to consollidste the Arab
League in order to insure stabllity and security
in one of the most sensitive spots 1n the world,

Like all of Nasirts statements, these sound very good,
but unfortunately there 1s no substance or sincerity behind
them. For Nasir regards the Arab League not as an organi-
zation of equals degigned to foster Arab unity and the
interests of all Arabs but rather as an instrument of
Egyptian forelgn pollcy, to be supported as long as 1t
serves Tgypt's natlonal interests but to be discarded if
and when 1t ceages to do so, Thile fact was made abundantly
elear 1n early 1955 when Naslr threatened that Egypt would
withdraw from the League 1f Iraq insisted, deaspite Egyptts
objections, on forming an alliance with Turkey. &/ vas
this not the actlon of a frustrated, self-centered child
rather than of an Arab leader devofed to the cause of Arab
unity?

The North African situatlon presente another example
of how willing Nasir 1s to saerifice the principle of Arab
3611éarity for purely Egyptian interests., Not unnaturally
every Arab aympathizes with the natlional aspirations of the
Algerlan people, and the Arab League Council has adopted
resolutions in support of those aspirations. Calro has
long been a center for North African natlonslist activity
and Radlo Cairc the prineipal chamnel for natlionalist propa-
ganda. In November 1955, however, Naslr agreed with France
to end these anti-French broadeasts in return for a French
promlge to resume arme shipments to Egypt. 9/ If Nasir
were truly concerned with the fate of the Algerian people,
no concegsions could have persuaded him to abandon, even
if only temporarily, his support of the North Afrlcan
natlonglistse,

The question of interference in the Internal affalrs
of snother Arab state provides a further example of the
contempt in which Nasir holds his promises and his fellow
Arabe., Article 8 of the Arsb League Charter clearly forbids
such lnterference, and such action was also condemned by
the resolutions of the Bandung Conference, which have been
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enthusiastically endorsed by Nasir and his cohorts, A%/
The latter also have reiterated this principle in thelr
guﬁlic séataments. For example: In a statement gc the
-81r'0 publication gl-Akhbar gl-Yawm on 29 May 1956, Nasir
stated that "Egypt wIll not aliow Itself to intenfers in
the internpl affairs of any Arab etate,™ 11/ During the
course of hls Alexandria speech on 26 Jul¥y 1956, Nagir
asserted that "our pollcy is based on non=-intervention,

We have no buslness in any domestic matter, and we would
never interfere." 12/ And Minister of State Anwar al-Sadat,
writing in the Naelr mouthpiece Al—Jumhurixah on 27 April
1985, volced the opinion that: i3/

Interference into the internal affairs of a nation
is even more hateful now than 1t was during the
days of imperilalism in our country, becsuse thosae
who practice it through pressure, intimidation, use
of vlolence, or the instigation of citigens to kill
thelr leaders, are those who profess to love and
aggpart the Arabs and who c¢lalm to wieh to proteect
them,

: Although he did not intend them as guch, al-Sadat's
words are a perfect indictment of Egyptt's activities, for
there 18 scarcely a single Areb state which has not felt
the results of Egyptian interference. The activitles of
Salah Salim in the Sudan became so blatant that the
Sudanese government was foreed to aslk him to leave. Libya
has found 1t necessary formally to order Nasir to close
down his propaganda centers in that country. Strikes in
the Saudi Arabilan oilfields and unrest in the Shaykhdom of
Bahrayn have been traced to funds expended by Egyptian
agents and agitators. During the early part of 1585, when
Egypt was trylng to prevent Iraq from signing an alliance
with Turkey, Iraql police apprehended Egyptlan-paid agents
who were trying to persuade loyal Iragqis to sipgn statements
denouncing their Premier, Nuip as-Sald, as a tool of
lmperialists--Nurl as-Sald who was fighting for Arab inde-
pendence before the upstart Nasir was even born! And & so-
enlled Radloc Free Irag transmitted from Egyptian soll inflam-
matory broadecasts designed to incite internal rebellion in
Iraq, 14/ 1In Syria, because Premler Faris al-Khurl refused
to side with Egypt in condemning Iraq, Nasir promoted a
campalgn of rioting and violence which led to ml-Khurits
resignation on 7 Pebruary, ’

Egyptlan interference in the Internal) affalre of Jordan
has been even more flagrant. The riots and violence which
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wracked Jordan in December 1955 were led and organized by
agﬁﬁta in the pay of Nasir. In hls Alexandria speesch on
g6 July 1956, Nasir admitted that "we cannot say that the
December battle of Jordan was not our battle.” 15/ Wwhile
at the very time of the riots, al-Sadat hoasted In a&n

article published in al-Jumhuriyah that Nasir uas responsible

for keepling Jordan out of the Baghdad Pact. 16/ Many other
similar examples could be cited, but surely These are enough
to ghow that strange indeed ig Nasir's concept of non-
interference,

Egually strange 18 hils concept of consultation and co-
erdination of Arab foreign pollcies, It will be remembered
that Egypt bltterly criticized Iraq for havin% decided on
guch an important forelpgn policy step as the Iraqi-Turkish
alliance without consulting with the other Arab states who
were sure to be affected thereby., This interdependence of
Arab states 18, in fact, a favorite theme of Nasir and hie
gohorts. In his book, The Philosophy of the Revolution,
Nesir writes that: "What happens in Calro has 1Ls counter-
part In Damascus the next day, and Beirutﬁ Ammar, Baghdad,
and elsewhere.... It 1is a single region.” 17/ And in a
recent speech he declared: "My fate in Fgypt 1s linked
with that of my brother in Jordan, in Lebanon, Syrias, and

in svery country, and alsc in 3udan., Our fater are linked....

The fate of one of us affects that of the other." 18/ His
erstwhile Propaganda Minister, Salah Salim, has sald: 19/

Cur forelgn policy was drawn up from the beglnning
on the basie of complete cooperastion for the glory
of the Arab nation and the unity of the Arabs be-
eause this is the only way to put an end to the
trials, disasters and sufferings of the past as a
result of the dleintegration of the unity of the
Arab peoples and of conflieting orientations....
What would be the meaning of sll these meetings,
what would be ftThe meaning of & pact of all Arsb
states, and what would be the meaning of a league
of our governments 1f any one of us separately
takes the most serilous and Important discusslons
he wlshes to, wlthout mutusl understanding or con-
sultation with the others.

Egypt has even made gcrmal commitments in this regard,
3peaking in Damascug on 28 February 1655 in connectlon wlth
the newly proposed Syrian-Egyptien alliance, Salim pledged
that Egypt would make 1ts foreigﬁ policy agree with that of
the other Arab states., 20/ On © March, he jolned with

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : (?]A-RDP78-02771R000500080004-2




Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500080004-2

%
]

Sabri al-Asali and Khalid al-Azm 1n issulng a communique
which declared that neither member of the new alllance
would conclude any international military or political
agreement without the consent of the other., 21 In
September 1055, Nasir and Lebanese Foreign Minlster Hamid
Franjiyeh 1issued s Joint statement in Calro whereby the

two countries agreed "to consult and exchange viewe and
information continuously and without any delay on every-
thing connected with international pollties, éafenaeg public
security, and common Interests of Egypt and Lebanon," 22/

What does the record show? That Naslr and hils regime
have conformed to thise principle? It does not. The record
ghows rather that since the very inception of the Nasir
regime 1t has proceeded to do what 1t promlised not to do
and what it condemnse in other countries. It has conslstently
and continually taken the most vitel forelgn policy decisions
wlthout ever bothering to inform the other Arabd countries,
much less consult with them, even though those declslons
had repercussions which affected profoundly every state.

Let us consider a few examplea of Egypt's actions in this
regards

In the fall of 1953, Nasir relected all pomsibility of
a defense alliance of the Mliddle East wlth the Western
Powers and declared that the Arabs would follow a course
of neutralism and would seek defense from wilthin the ares.
In committing the Arab world to such a pollicy, he arrogantly
ignored the fact that the other Arab states might have
other views and might wish a volce in deelding the future
course of the area, Not unnaturally thie arrogance was not
gverywhere appreciated. In this regard it 1s appropriate
to eite, for example, an editorial which appeared in the
Beirut newspaper L'Orient: 23/

It is for Egypt, and for Egypt alone, that Lebanon
and Syria, and even to a leseer extent Jordan and
Iraq, are turning their backe on Britain. It ls

for Egypt, and for Egypt alone, that Lebanon, Syria,
and Jordan, who have common frontlers with the

Jewish State, have refralned from seeklng from the
Western Powers firm guarantees agalnst the dangerous
pressure of Teraell irredentism., Now, without taking
into account the specilal interests of Lebanon, Syria,
and Jordan, and wlthout even taking the trouble to
inform the Arab League, the Cailro Government 1s
turning towards neutralism and claims to be commlitiing

the regt of the Arab states.
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During the lengthy negotiatlons that resulted in the
1954 Anglo-Egyptian agreement on the evacuatlon of the
Suez Canal Zone, Nasir did not consult with any of the
other Arsb leaders, even though the withdreawal of Britieh
troope from the Zone was certain to affect the power balance
of the Middle Fast, Nevertheless, Nasir did not heslitate
to dempnd the support of every other Arab state for himself
and his regime against Britaln.

In September 1555, Naslr concluded an agreement with
the Soviet Union (though he clalmed for months that 1t
wag with Czechoslovakia, being afraid or ashamed to admlt
 the truth) for the purchase of arms. This was perhaps the
most important and vital decislon ever taken by any modern
Arab state in their history, for it opened a breach through
which Soviet technielans and therefore Soviet influence
 gould penetrate this strateglc area, an area previcusly
denied to such influence by the united front which the
Arabs had followed in tueir opposition to the stheistice
doctrine of Communism. Yet Nasir did not bother to consult
or even to inform the other Arab states about this step.

In May 1956, Egypt agreed to & new United Nations-
spongored cease-fire agreement with Israel without an
Tavaell guarantee not to divert waters of the River Jordan,
thereby leaving Syria, Jordan, and Lebanon in an embarrass-
ing positlon.

In July 1956, Egypt took a step thal had consequences
for the entire Arab world second in lmportance, if not equal,
to those of the Soviet arms purchase. This was the nationall-
gation of the Suez Company. Surely any Arab statesman having
the best interests of the entire Arab natlion at heart would
have congulted with other Arab leaders. But since that
description does not, in any way, flt Nasir 1t should not
be too surprising that the actlon took the leaders of every
other Arab state completely by surprise. Naslr, thinking
only of his own personal prestige and pelf-glorification,
took this momentous decision without bothering to discuss
1t with them. And momentous it certainly was, for 1t brought
the possibility of warfare to the Middle Fast and, at the
very least, threatened & stoppage or reduction of oll exports
with an attendant reductlon of o1l and pipeline royaltles,
upsmployment of Arab workers, and a halt to major develop-
ment projects dependent on such royalties. At the same time,
Masir unashamedly demanded that 21l Arad mtates support him
in the intermational crisis that enguéd frowm the nationalization,

T - |
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and he further showed his contempt for the economic intereste
of other Arab states by arranging for the Egyptilan-dominated
excocutive committee of the Federation of Arab Trade Unilons,
meeting in Cairo, to adopt a resolutlon pledging that 1ts
members would blow up and destroy all oil installatlons 1n
the Middle Easi in the event that the Canal crisis led to
armed conflict, 24/

All the sbove-cited examples show only too well that
Nasirts only concern with the Arab nation, despite his fre-
qguent and dmzzling statements to the contrary, 1s to use
the Arab states to assure Egyptlan hegemony and his own
gran@eur. In dealing with him, the leaders of the other
Arsb countries would be well advised to use caution leat
they suddenly find themselves mere puppets manipulated by
gtrings from Cairo, The statesmen of Syria, Saudl Arabla,
and Jordan, which have all entered into military alllance
arrvangements with Egypt during the past year, especlally
have reason for care, Those three states are all militarlly
weak with small populations, while 1n comparlson Egypt is a
populous country that i relatively strong militarily. And
ge Nasir himself said on 7 July 1955, at a rally at sl-Fayum,
"aAny alllance with a big state means dominatlon in various
forms.... The slliance of a small state with & blg state

resenbles the alliance of a lawb and a wolf.," 25/ The states-

men of the Aradb world would do well to: ponder these words,
for the wolf of the Nile has shown himeelf to be ambltlous
and hungry.
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