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IHPORMAL MEMORANDUM IN RIPONSL TO QUESTIONS ON INDONESIL

A, Some Notes on the gglﬁggagghi; of Malays and Sumatrs

A survey of the ethnic, religious, cultural, and even
economlic factors might suggest the possibility of a closer
assgelation between Sumatr. .nd Milaya than would in fact
appear likely on political ..1¢ =mctianal grounds. The con-
mon characteristics of Malays &uc Sumatrans reflect in part
the fact that the Stralts of Malacea are only about 60 to
100 miles across; narrow enough tc¢ invite peoples to migrate
and govermments to seek cont.cl of both shores. A modern
history of sepurate colonisl ex.erience has left the Mala-
yane and the Sumatrans with .. remsrkable different Rmemory
of thelr earlier commwon history. It would be unwise to
exaggerate the similaritie: Detiieen these two peoples be-
cause thelr differences are gre:ter than, say, those be-
tween Canadians and Americaly o cetwean Austrslians and
Rew Zealanders.

With respect to the gecpiaplide relationship between Ma-
laya and Sumatra it should le scted that throughout modern
history all significant se: powers have sought to prevent
any single power from gaininpg contool of both shores of the
Straits of Melacca. The lcer of a4 union of Malaya and Su-
matra has been repugnant to ¢1l seu powers, for even a rela-
tively weak govermment strocclirg che Stralts would have
substantlal advantages.
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B. Historical Associations

Although the earliest migrstions of people into Malaya
same from the mainland of Seutheast Asia, the modern Malayan
is generally viewed as having migrated originally from Sumatra
gnd Java, back to the peniniula. ‘fhe largest movements of
people from Sumatra came fror Prnlenbang and from the Minang-
wabsu areas. These early migrations from Sumatra were ex-
tremely important in sheping the early history of the Malayan
culture, At the time when Ty lembeng was the center of the
8ri Vijaya empire there was 3 loose political relationship
that encompassed EBZaga, aril Palerbang itself was often yrefer-
red to &s the "Malaya" country, Fltheugh in their customa end
habite of 1ife the people of Neirl Sembllan still seem quite
close to the Central Sumatraas, trey eeem to have little cons-
oious sense of identity with Bumavrane. Indeed, the feellng
of the Negri Sembilan for Sunatra is not ilke that of, say,
the American toward England, but 1s more 1ike that of the
modern Armenian toward Gredte. He may at best know that he
has somé historical ties but they harcdly seem relevent to his
attitudes toward his present dsy world.

The pecples of Negri fembllan were, nowever, yeminded of
their earlier ties with Sumstre when a member of the Sumatran
aristocracy wae invited to cssume the position of Yange-dl~-
Pertuan and then establishec the nouss of the current ruling
family. This did not streppthen sreatly any sense of assocla-
tion between Sumatra and Mplayn., The fact that the ruler of
Negri Sembilan 18 now serving ns the first Chief of 8tate, or
Yang~d1-Pertuan Agong, of the newly independent Malaye should
niot suggest any strengthening of tles betwsen Mzlaya and Bumatra.

Piprst the Portugese and later the Duteh dominated both
shores of the Straits, maling it possible for extensive move-
ments of peoples to take place retween Malaya and Sumatra, For
sxample, shortly after the decline of Portugese DPOWer, the
Achinese from the Western ©lp 5f Sumstra engaged in extensive
ralding operations that cawrried them geross much of the Malay
peninsula., However, arfter ghe British influence was established
in Malaya and the Dutch colonial control: reached into Sumatra,
the two areas became formdlly separated and the intercourse
between them steadily declined.

During the modern coloniel veriod migrations of Sumatrans
to Malay continued. However, In moéprmn times there have been
far mopre Javanese immigrents to Malava then Sumatra. Thus, of
the Malayans who originally ceme from Indonesia, a far larger
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( X of themselvas as having come from Java than
§§§§?§§§§§r§?in§hzs 18 particularly the case in Johore, where
most Indonesian migrants hdve eettled in recent years. At
the same time, it is significant that most Malays who do not
think of themselves as having migrated from Indonesia tend o

, ) ‘ Mevs: -+ ‘ ALTE.
ook down on all recent arrivals, whether from Java or Sum by,
%&n@e there are nore recent miprants from Java there is generai

i1y a stronger feeling of prejucice agninst Javanese than Bunmea-
trans,
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The difference in language between Sumatra and Malaya ls
not greast. The Malay dialects spoken in Eastern Sumatra are
not appreciably different from those Pound in the peninsula.
However, the differences ir dislect among the peoples of dir-
ferent parts of Sumatra are encwgh so that the Malayans have
little difficulty in recogrizirg “hem as being forelgners.
Thus, the language of the FMslay and the Sumatran are similar
enocugh to serve as & constsrt reminder to both that they be-
long to different social grcupe. In fact, the degree of sim=-
ilarity and differences inleafuagde are about the same as that
between social classes in Vestern Europe or America. Thus
the Malay and the Sumatran can each be proud that his speech
ip different from the others.

i
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The domlnant religion in bota Malaya and Sumatra is, of
~course, Islam. In both reglons this religion has provided
the bvasls for much of the prpular culture, In recent years,
however, Sumatrans have tenced to take a somewhat more active
interest in religion. Thue, on $ne one hand there have been
8 fairly large number of Sumatran converts to Christianity,
while on the other hand it is smong the West Sumatrans that
one finds the most fanaticsl supporters of the prophet in all
of Indonesia. In contrast, the Malays have generally had a
more relaged attitude towarc their formal religion. The more
educated Malays find the British approach toward religion an
admirable one: religlon lg so important that the state should
fupport 1t, and thus ordinsry ror:als need not worry about i1t,

In general it may be s:id thut the Malaye have a much
more epirited interest in pre-lslamic religious concepts.
The Malay gansra11¥ has a greai dual of respect for his medicine-
men or pawang who 18 believed to Le able to cast hexes, mix
polsons, and destroy one's enemies in all kinds of ways that
will baffle the best trained minds of Scotland Yard. In cone
trast, 1t may be sald that the Sumatrens tend to have a less
menipulative attitude toward thelir earlier religions, Sumatrans
tend to be more awed by things migical, while the Malays are
much quicker to explore the Lrectical uses of magic.
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E. Attitudes Toward Rach Oyier

The only period of separ:ite cclonial rule has given both
the Malays and Sumatrans a sarz: f belonging to different
sociatles and different nationc. In zpite of the weak bonds
of natlonalism within Indona:le, there has still been rela-
tively 1little serious thought sworg Melayans that the situ-
ations which existed before ihe cclonial perioed should be
restored. It i1s ftrue that asonyg certaln ﬂhlgg elements there
has been talk of the eventual nicesalfy for Malaya to Join
with Indonesla as a whole b2zzuse of the problem of the
Chinese in Malaya,

The deslre for such a cammo1 : tate stems almost entire-
1y from a fear of the Chinei> within Walaya. "o the extent
that Malsys have thought in tera of some eventusl union with
Indoneslia, it has been mainly i1 terms of Java and not Suma-
tra. 1In the ﬂaiag mind i1t i: the Javsnese who is seen as
a strong and capable ally aéainzt the Chinese, while the
Sumatran 1s seen a8 less efactive. 'Those politicians who
have spoken of the possibllizies «f such a new state repre-
sent an extremist position, :1tough some of them are to be
found within the Tnited Mal s N.tional Organization. The
leading Malayan politicians, however, have been extremely
hesitant even to suggest tha poisibllity of expanding or
changing the boundaries of :ie Malay state to include some
part of Indonesia.

Had Indonepia had a3 mor ctaible pelitical history since
independence, 1t is not inconcelveble that a larger propor-
tion of Malays would be chouwing interest in some kind of
asseclatlon with Indonesia. The %3613 for such a desire,
however, would stem largely "rom {1) a feeling of insecurity
toward the Chinese within Mileya, and {2) a desire to find
strength from a vigorous Isliami: leudership, A disunited
and weak Indonesia is likely to have somewhat lesz appeal
tc RMalays,

It is true that during Hhe anti-Duteh demonstrations
that followed the United KEa:ion.' vote on New Quinea, the
Malays ganerazlg expressed .« :.yap:thy for the Indonesians
at a time when the feelings »f ihe British in Malaya were
clearly with the Dutch. Th!: razctior on the part of the
Balays has been & rather di’Tus:> general reaction toward
their co-religioniste and towarl ¢ people with whom they
feel they have much in common. Il has been specific enough,
however, to center particuli ly upon the Sumatrans as con-
trasted to the Javanese, Ay discucsion of union with
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Indonesia has been of such 1 gealeral and vague nature that
the different groups within Indonesla have never been Bingled
cut for special reference.

The attitude of the Sumatrans towards Malaya ls somewhat
more difficult to gauge. Ia the jast there has been some
tendency for the Sumatrans 5 loock to Malays for employment
opportunities, This, howev:r, has been the case only with
1aborers, since educated Bumratran: have generally been gquite
successful within thelr own countvry.

Thus we £ind that the tendency in the past has been for
the Malayans tolok toward Indcnesla for possible confederation
for a larger state, while in ccntrast there has been very little
interest on the part of Sumstrens to ok toward Malaya for thelir
political future. Among the Jevanese there has been some talk
of a larger Indonesian natlon thab wotild include parts of Malays.
This form of Indonesisn nationsllum has not been common to Su-
matra. The current revolt ¢f the commanders in Bumatra has not
been based on strong ideclogicsl censlderations that would call
for the creation of a new &rd separate state or for identiflication
with Malaya.

The Malayan government has adopted a policy of strict
neutrality toward the confliet between Djakarta and Sumatra,
If it were not for the issve of commmnism the Malayan govern-
ment would probably support the cantral government of Indonesia
if elements on Sumatra were to revolt. Thus the neutrality of
the Maleyen government is rore a reflectlon of 1ts gtrong anti-
Communist position than of iny sense of assoclation with Bumatra.
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P, Some Notes on the ggnaqgkabuu e
The Minangksbau people: origirated in Sumatra where they
are stllil one of the most ipporiact ethnie groupings. A large
eolony of them, however, moved o Negri Sembilan in Malaysa
during the sixteenth century. 7The origins of their name is of
some interest at this time jhen the Sumatrans are in revolt
against Javanese contrel. Jccording to tradition at the tinme
of the Javanese kingdom of }t-Japakit, the Javanese sent an ex-
pedition to conquer Western fum.tra. The Javanese suggested
to the local people that inptead of fighting a military en-
gagement, they should permit two truffaloes to fight a duel,
the winning buffale to deci¢c the oswnership of the territory.
The Kinangkabaus took a young buff.lo from 1ts mother, starved
it for mllk for a couple of cay:s, ind then tied sharp knives
on the brow where 1ts horn: have pot as yet grown. The Java-
nese produced a large buffulc, .nd when the fight began the
Minangkabaus' little buffale rushed up to the old buffalols
belly in search of mllk and its knives gashed 1ts rivals
flesh, forcing it to run awey. The2 people were supposed to
have shouted at this point Henang ferau! MNenang Kerbau!
"Our buffale wins." Hence the name Minangkabau.

The distinctive feature ¢f the Minangkabau culture is that
it originally was a matriarchy with respect to inheritance, A&
married man gived among his vife's people and could not him-
self inherit property. The Minengiabau also developed an ex-
tremely elaborate legal cod¢ known as the "adat tertateh.”
The code itself 13 a2 1y refined one, with an impressive
nuxber of explicitly define¢ categories for classifying types
of eivil and criminal actions,

Another distinetive fewture of the Minangkabau culture wais
the great importance attach¢d¢ tc many apparently demoeratic
princliples, Mor example, tle iccal chiefs were all elected;
important declslons require¢ the expression of opinion of all
within the group; and rich 2nd poor, high-born and low-born
were all treated equally befecre the law. The one almost fatul
flaw, however, of the Minangkabsu culture was thelr rellance
on the principle of unanimity, It wap essentlal within this
aystem, for almost all deciaiaﬂa had to regelve the unanimou:
eonsent of all involved. Often bafore decisions ecould be made,
considerable bloodshed had {o teke place in order to achieve
unanimity. The problem of irsuring that elections would take
place for the functionally 1sportant tiribal chiefs without un-
due delay, because of the need ior unanimity, wes resolved by
insisting that the new chlef{ would have to be elected before
the deceased chief could be bturied.

8
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The principle of unanimity wie coupled with the ldea
thet those in officlal positions skould be provided with
very little authority. In Minangkabau thinking, & man
should be content with the honor and prestige of a post.

To ask for power and authori¥y 1- to dtsplay a mean and
grasping personality. The Minanykebau ideal was to achleve
honor and prestige without hrine to face any ugly problems
of decision-making. Comparet! with most traditional cultures
there was a great deal of corTuzlor ameng the Minangkabau
on matters of responsibllity. The fundamental structure

of the soclety was, of courss, the matriarchal pattern of
relationships; the formal offices, although vigorously con-
tended over by the men, were of remarksbly little conse-
quence ,

Another feature of Minsngkatau culture has been its
eapacity to adapt to externil irfinences, absorbing many
gqualities of other cultures #hile nreserving its own fun-
demental principles. The Mirangkabau ucecepted more from
the early Hindu Influence Ir Southeast asila than most of
the people of the reglon, cten thaugh their concepts of
eguality stood in basle contradiction to the fundamental
Hindu concept of cast. Later, in spite of all that the
prophet had to say about the inrerior position of women,
the Minangkabau accepted Islrm with alacrity. This would
have been more understandable if 1t had been accompanied
by an assertion of authority on tka part of men, but the
matriarchy seems to have become even more firmly entrench-
. ed after the acceptance of Tslam., In modern times, as we
shall note, the Minangkabau had relatively conspicuous suc-
cess in adjusting to the Wervern impact. In doing 8o, how-
ever, they have lost mmuch ol tholr dedication to matriarch-
al prineciples.

These cultural charactecictlce of the Minangkabau are
well 1llustrated by the praizieas of the Minangkabau col-
oniste in Malaya. In definlvz the role of their chief ruler
or Yang-di-Petuan, they reflactad their exposure to Indian
culture by concelving of hinm &s ohe whose ancestors had been
the incarnation of Hindu gods. In deference to their Islamie
reilgion they thought of him z& the shadow of Allah on earth.
But because of their own tralitions they gave him no author-
ity: he could collect no tixer eveept Tees at cock fights.
Re wos expected to live on »is witTet's inheritance. The
Yang-di-Petuan was in the ixiwerd pesition of being the su-
preme arbiter and Jjudge only 1¢ the territorial chiefs in-
vited him to adjudicate--tut they never did. He was also
eonceived of as the caliph ¢r heddi of the Moslem theocracy
in any territory where the loctl shilef did not claim the tltle
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for himself--which he always did. Theoretically he pre-
aided over a State Council--tut th's body almost rever met
pecause the prospects for ur:nirity were usually so dim.

It is striking that the Finsngkabau both in Melaya and
in Sumatra have been generzlly resngnlzed as one of the more
vigorous people, and that it both areasn a disproporticnate
number of them have Polloweé eaveers in the eivil service
and within the military. /i extremely high proportion of
the national leaders of Indéres’a ire from Minangkabau.

Dr. Batta was born in Buklt Tinggl:. and Sjahrir, the leader
of the soclalists, and Natslr, the leader of the Mas jumi,
ere also from the Padang are: o Sumatra.

various hypotheses can he advanced as to why the Minang-
xabau have chown such compa¥t:tive suecess In more westernized
pursuits. Possibly their ebperierce with this traditional
elaborate legal code has glven “henm 2 greater sense for the
importance and the relevance of lezal structures. This tra-
dition may have made them mnme -killed 1n thinking in abstrsct
and impersonal terme. Thers 1s &lso some suggestion that the
matriarchal system has drive. the Mindangkabau male out of
agriculture and away from aieerns with the maintenance of
isnds which belong to the wraen. Thus the male 1s often
more prepared to follow caresre cerrying him into the civil
service and military establishments. It has also been sug-
gested that the somewhat lei: paimrerirg of the maie child
among the Minangkabau as camiarad witk most Malay and Indo-
nesian culture practices ha: lel *o a more self-reliant Iin-
dividual. Whatever the valuz of these hypotheses, it 1s
elear that products of Mindnzksba: culture have generally
adapted somewhat more readily tn the demandz of modern 1ife
than the other Indonesians 5@ Kaliys,
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BOCIAL BHAVIE 1M TEDdNZRXA
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howeveri if an Indonesi.s i puisbsl to the polint where he [ecls
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Soms of the social sef relisious restrictions and tabovs
operative in Indonesian culture are listed In the followlrw;
paragraphs

#

Gne must not show ﬁ&{m&e‘sa - paseing in mm; of an
older s O By uvaing the la”t umd to give him mmg
or %o takte anything fyom hle. One must never remein # ng
while an aléez* person 18 $eated, and cne must never amms an
older person wWhlle one hat hards on hipe, One must never tuuch
an older persont's herd,

A child who will pot keap quiet i3 teld that a soldler
will ahoot him. 4 child Eft:: %nn*t 5; %o slesp 1s threatermd
with a formless bogeyman. A child who 1s not well~behaved is
threstened with an injectitn by 2 Daichman. A child who strays
out of the front door 1s tcldi !:’mt o dog will dite hinm,

An unmarried p 11 ie a shame to her parents.
Both tm fumily md ‘the vig e >f ficials will urge her to get
marrisd, but if that 1& net fragidle, she must bear the chil ci
and give 1t to a relative, Lhoxtlon in such a situation is
both sinful snd 1llegal.

Real names are & clogely kest mascret in some areas. It
is felt that ths kpowledzr ¢f an individual's true name can
be used to gein power ovel hir,

h person whio ptares £Lraight into another personts eyaea
thowght to be crude anit perhdos wadspendable, whereas o
pm who locks medestly <ow: 2t the {loor is likely o pos-
sess nodbllity of spirit orc biue courage.

One must not talk whise catlrng, asince this will dring
bed luek.

Amimals are kept or gHluansé becayse of thelr spirltual

qualities. The J‘avmgsg krep srscial kinds of &WQ in bamboo
cages hung on mmuﬁh ~oat of thelr homes, in the hope

SR emining of e U, 1,2 v il gt

- Q k] ¢ or ¥
which mgan?x: o' thie anisal might be passed on to
the m tﬂw gnte 1t; tprtls sent is avolded lest one de-
oume slow of movement,

Sunset 18 3 dangerdngi tiae, for the apirite are all
wandering about at this thwe, vis tirg thedr friends~-ome iz
likely to mn into t.’hm k#31} tgx gtrest. Twolve o'elock nedn
and midnight are also dangeros imeo.

:
Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : <& ¥N3P78-02771R000300150002-8



Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000300150002-8

 Pgars are pro}idited sdrr 5 ¢orpse; they make the ate
Mﬁ% thnt the Jaceasnd will have grest difficulty
findieg his path tc the grive, :

. Salt is soattared argsad the beuse of the deceased, so
that his soul will net vetsm artl dipturh the inmates.
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