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SUMIARY: Press reports Zrom mainland China are stating L
that all Chinese peasents are to becoms membsrs of come : R
mines <= supsr~collectives with an average of 20,000 to B
40,000 mombors = within a few months, This article
describes the esonomic reasons bshind the commme drive
== Palping?s desire to have a tightly-organized, mobile
labor force, and the Commnists? wish to control poasant
food consumption, Mess hallas, nurseries, a wage system,
and grain rationing are intended to edd more vemen to b
the labor force and make the paasants eat less,
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CHINA'S COMMUNES FOIMING LABOR ARMIES
by Nils Stefansson
(Histordien and Writer on Communist China)
China’s 500 million peasants will scon be orgsaized into
"peoplo’s communes"” ~ enormous collective farms with 20,000 to 40,000
nembers, |
This wes announced by the Peiping Peonle's Deily, official
organ of the Communist Party, which sedd on October 1, 1958 that by the
end of September ninety per cent of the peasant houscholids in China ﬁad
alfeady joined psople'’s comrunes,”

China's poasantry is being trensformed into a rural proletaris -

Peasants are ordered to .join large labor groups, They are to work for
wages, not a share of the erop, and pust .go vhare they are assigned =
to factorles or mines as ﬁell as to the fields,

Wives of commune members are also being forced, to join labor
groups.' Children are béing rlaced in ccmmunal nurseries. A1l families
are to eat, in comxitunal mess halls,

The communes are uaed as the basis for "labor &mies,, The
MM reported on August 15, 1958 thet in Shensi province the
party "4z in the course of foming more tham 3,660,000 people into a lalw
army which performs the roles of worlcars, psasants, and coldiers,,,.”

According to the Peog;eﬂs Daily, "this labor ermy is to bs fori.

with peasants or both sexes from 16 to 55 years of age in the province,
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CHINA®S COMMUNES FORMING LABOR ARMIES | c2w

This remarkable drive was inaugurated in Honmn province in

April 1958, In Aygust the Commmist Party's Central Committeo issued a

resolution directing that commmes be ostablished all over China,
As the mention of "labor armies" impliss, the prineipal fino=
tionﬂ of the commmes is to provide China's economic plannors with a clos I
suparvised, politically reliable, flaxible and docile labar foree. Equa 't
important, the commme system is also supposed to ensure that commne
menbers eat only as much as the ste.te decides they shall eat, and no moro,
| ' The official Peiping theorstical magazine Red Flag said in its

September 1, 1958 issue that "To make full use of labor power, to enable

women to play their full part in field work, and to ensurs that there is
no vaste of the labor time of men end wamen, the farm cooperatives (cal-»
lectives) must not only be organizers of production but also orgsnizers

of the vay of life- not only do they have to collectivize laber further,

but also to organize the collective vay of life,®

Red Flag wemt on to say that 10n the basgis of‘ this urgent need,
public messhalls » nurseries, kindergartens, talloring teams, e*t.e,, ars
beingl formed in large numbers, All this demends that the agricultural
producers! cooperatives take an edditional step forward == to 4ransform
fl}emselfas into people'.s commmes,

The men and waanan "freed for produstion” in this way are sent
to work in industry as well as in the fields., Some work in beclqrard
fectories belng sei up by the comunes themselves,

Many, however, will be assigned to work awey from home, n

- NCNA despatch of Septmnbar 1, 1958, praised the "East Wind" commmume in
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Tainghai province, which "was able to allocate 800 people to help with
iron and steel smelting in nearby countries on the very next day after it

was founded.

The Peonlg's Daily reported on August 15 that in the Yutzu

administrative district of Honan province, "more than 1,700 ®resarve work ra'
have been drafted to help in the construction of factories, mines, and
railvays," | | _ |
A June 7, 1958 article in the same mewspapsr stated that face
tories in the eity of Chungking made labor contracts directly with commum: s,

"On the expiry of a contract,” the Pacple's Daily explaihed‘,
Twhether the workers will be retained by the factoriss or released for

partieipation in agricultural production in the countryside will be deeid 4
in secordance with the wroduction needs of the factories s So that ratione
use can be made of labor a:id So that relations betwsen industry and grie
culture can be tightened further," |

The Pagnle’s Dally also said that peasant-workers provided by
the commmes are paid less than mrevailing wages and receive fewer welfar e
benefits, In o£her gords, the commmes involve a form of Indentured
service operated by the state for its own bonefit,

In its September 1, 1958 report the NCNA stated that in seven V;i
administrative districts of Honan rrovinse rreliminary statistics show o
that "the opening up of mess halls there has enabled 6.9 million waomen
to take part in rroduction,"’ B

The August 29 directive of the Central Committee urged the com-

. mmes to ajopt a systsm of payment which serves two ends: it advances
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CHINA'S COMMUNES FORMING LBO3 ARMIES - 4=

the "p'rol?tarianization" of the peasantry and facilitates control of
food gpaiﬁs. |

Wages are to be fixed bj'the commmnal managers, ibout 25 pere
cent of the wage i\md will be reserved' for bonuses, |

The People's Da:lly declared on August 21, 1958 that "collective
members receiving bonuses should posseas the fo]lowing qualificationsa
(1) being obedient to leadership and vositive in work; (2) actively parti -
ipating in production and fulfilling or ovar-ﬁtlfilllng production aseign-~

ments; (3) protecting rublic property and constantly struggling againgf B .
wicked persons and evil things; (4) being sdvanced in .t.hizﬂcing...a'nd {5). : o
working at least 28 days a month, " | | |

Cé_:munal managers will also determine eaeh family's requirement:

of grain for food, Grain tickets will be issued in place of all or part

of money wages earned, Tickets can be redeemad only at the éomzmmal ress

halls. Peasants with any surplus money wages camnot use them to buy food

grain, and most other foods are also rationed,

DG R

Grain supply has alvays besn a serious problem "for the Communis-
:regﬁne. When t.i‘.te peasants farmad as individuals they usually ate better
if they had a good crop, Forty percsnt of China's exports to the Soviet
Union consist of food grains, and Peiping has sought woys to increase
grain cellection,
~ The ordinary collective ferms, set up in 1955-56, were intended
to enforee a tighter control-on peasant food consumption, But they had -

enly a few hundren member-households, Small worketeams composed mostly o
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neighbof; agd acquaintances ecould cheat the collective andlput some prod-
uce aside'fbr'their own use, '

Fhrﬁhermore, reasant families cooking in their.own hcmes.dould
alsb.saVe:grain. The farmers disliked seeing their produce taken away
from ﬁhém" hoarding and black~marketing were common, even after th"e col-
-leatives were set up. ,

SR The September 1957 issus of the Peiping magezine il itical swgg
admitted that hoarding "has even become & common practice; peopla ridicule
those who positively fulfill the state’s grain —urchase quota,”

Under the commune system, however, all grain will be tallied in
and out by the commune staff, which will literally keep track of every |
_bowl of ri_c_e. The state w;ll decide whether the bowl will bs fall o,r'

' empt}' o:

On August 18, 1957 the People's Daily pointed with satisfaction _
to a typical effect of the commune gystem: "Yin Fu-yus®, a member of thc

No. 2 cooperative, and his family formerly consumed eight catties and two
\
tasls of grain per day; now in the mess hall they consume only ssven

catties "
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