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By Fred Zusy *,
WABHINOTON-~~ The role :f the Hew China News sgency (NCNA)

as an offieisl propaganda 3rg.u o7 the Peking Covernuent,
although 1t claims to be MR an indlependent, hona fide news
agency, has drawmn the albentior o7 oohcerned quarters here.

cp the Communist Chingse jyency, which has bhewn deseribed
¥R G ¥eking Emmm Tz%szu “%n “u Chu Pan, August 25,1957
as "the mouth and earsz of oyl .eau.e; the Parly and the v
Governmant,” hes zrown tremendously since the Communists seized
power on the mainlsnd 12 seers ago.

Since Communist China zg wdaubbieily newsworthy and beciuse
virtually the only news Bhil conmgs directly out of the country
is channeled through NCHA, {ts rep rtg are frejuently used
abroad for lack of an slterzitive. ECEA is well run, Some
exporss here tarm 3t the nmépt efiicient of all Communish news
sgemeles -- including Tass -- wday., Rewer on the scene than
Tass, 5CHA has not yet acq tr&l the sume repate attoched to

Tass, and 1ts reports tend {¢ recsive pore credence, NUNA rejports
dis¥ridbuted sbroad tend, novevar, o be highly colored and are
designed o portray Communist {hine in the zost favorable light.

Bnjoying a monogoly on ter: 1sseninatfon in Red China,
HCHhA mainlaing o wide nelwri ¢f correspondents throughout
the world. It has been goncgrbretlig Lts attent on in the prst
several years on the uncomiithted - puntries, particularly those
of Asia snd Africa. Here 23 har gopernliy received o friendiy
reception, g&rtly begause of the soparent mubuality of interests
of a and the Afro-Asisg corat-les, Dbgervors here nofe Lhat
more recenfly NOBA has expesded its sctiviBies te irclude Latin
Americs, where Pelcing i3 ré¢;ortad exercising sn incresasing
influence over locel Temmundzt ;artfes. NCEA has established
& branch in Havana, Cubs, sré wagmes plans to publish &
Chinese-language Eaf&r i‘a:y the Suban Chinese community, which
is the largest in Latin Ameries.

The NCNA natwork of cerrespondemnbs oversgas extands into
all the Irvem Curtain e@mﬁrifi, a3 well f# 1in mt Britaln,
France, West Germany, Swit:zérlud, *zaéml&via, Iraq, United irab
W&i@, Tomen, MHorocce, i“irﬁ*aﬂ' rng Kong, Hagso, Burma,
Cambodia, Indonesia ;ﬁ&i&l '%’:‘z&,}zistﬁn and Fakistan., In soue
countries the JQHA ﬁﬁafr rygbara only one or bwo persons, but
the Hong Kong office, for esem.' s, nurhers 80 to 100, The HChA
offices penarally provide fré: 1i:ly rnews bulletins to the loeal
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press, In some countries #-ere naither XCHA nor the Communist
Chinese foreign office har representation, dally news bulletins
are distridvuted “y mail.

Informents here state thet aithough HCNA purports Lo le
a bona fide news agency it 1s e-fually = juridieal arm of the
CF”(R@R§F§3u3°?’ ent, directed 4y thu 3econd Steff 0ffice (Culture

and Bluestion) of the State Jcuncil of the Chinese People's
Government., Policy control 1ir oxerrcised by the Propaganda
Department of the Chinese Jor=urist Perty,

ALl HCRA employes are jovarrmant civil servants, from
the highest-paid editer o 5i¢ :o: % lewly Janitor,

Strengely enough, the foreigr nevs disseminated by NCE:
both domestically and abrodd is hrgad nlmost exelusively on
Tass reports, which 1t recdi{ver d!reetly from Moseow, reisirg
& question as to the purposs c” FCNA's om wide betwork of
correspondents,

Tass, itself, seems to srovice tke angwer. In & revort
on Tass issued in 1954, the Interratienzl Fres: Institute
pbted that only s fractiocn of the irformation sent to Xoscow
by Tass foreign corresponédiis var aver printed in the Soviet
press, and concluded thet "iqe irrater part (pf thie informsticn)
can be regarded wz militarys, politiesl end economic intellii-
gemee,® Although NCHA parionnel have to now not Pt hHeen
caught in flagrant a cts of es nicnage, as have numerous Tass
correspondents, it is asdined that'nésﬁ foreggn correspondents
are pYr warili intslligencs agentr, mné mecondly, propagandists,
with journalistic intereats runnirg a poor third,

BCHA's role as an ars of the 9s¥in§ regime was clearly
dsmonstrated during the TilWet evarts eof Rarkh, 1959. For alaost
a week after the news of th2 [ibet affair had become public
knowledge, NCRA failed eves to mention the mubjeet. Fhen it
finally ﬁid ss, 1t attemple! to degeribe the matier ks &

minor affair precipitated vy *ra; ctonaries” ot the instigetion
of Hestern “imperialists en? colorialists.®

Wnen the Dalai Lama reachsd the safety of india and
revezled te the worid at his Tezphr press conference the full
eoxtent of the Communist outrrges »né suppression in his home_ ansg,
KCHA resorted to the feable teoties of trying to parsusde tre
world that the Dulal Lams hadd heen kidnapped snd was the .
prisoner of ¥Weatern uimperielist - gents® or Indian Texpansicnists

who had forced him to make siich charpes,

& comparison Of BCNA fonestie and foreign reporting on
the same #gint aroves most ravea limg with renpeet to the

reliability of 1ts dispatches.

example, on October 2., 1958, en HCHA stery, dstelined
xiaehg:g and gsﬁ’t by rediotelérpe in English to western anc

porthern Furppe, described cepemonies held that day 1n»§1nupwin
in eanneﬂtiwn.ﬁith the instrurstion of & Kinghsie Hul (ﬁhiyeab

Moslem) Autonomous Region. se~oriing to HCR&, Lin-Po-chu, ©
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Polithuroe member end the of"i~ls) Peking rﬁgrﬁsﬂut&ttt& at the
cevemonien, was iven %a rovsing weloone at Iinchuan station today
by 30,000 fud snd Hen (Chinesd) -eecsle.” Degeribing the *fes tive
aly® which »p?ﬁ’v&ili!& in Yiritwen bagause of the event, the
story asserted thet "Lhe selcinrg uf of the sutonomous region

x x X was widely supported arimp tre Hui pecple.® In its engiretly,
.Ahe report conveyed s pleturd of the mopt haymonious relatsons
vetween the Peking regime and Ite Brsiep minority subjects.

A far differsnt picturd war ccnveyed by =n RCRA home
vrosdeast of Cotover 17, 1943, eiso datelined Yinchuan and
reporting on a forum of Ml d43rle held under the ausyieca of
the Chine Islamlie Associztids rt Vinehuan from August 17 to
September &, Ascording to N*34, the leng meeting had been
devoted chiefly to denimeistione of the wgnti-Communist, anti-
people and ant socialist ciises of ¥Ma Chen-Wu.* Ha, 1t wasa
alieged, had sttempted to orgnize = revolt at Chenehiach'a
in !anzﬁain naten {(district) on June 1, with & view to es tablish-
fng an "Islsmie Democratic Pryty® ond & ¥Hul Republie in the
Ringhsia area,” which would ptrive to schieve Punifieation of
the Party, government, religien and army" and to win Yglory
for Islsm.®

The implications of the Fte rges egainst Ma become cleer
whon it is realized that Ne ves not some insignificant indl-
vidus)l but one of Communist Chinr's leading Noslems, The BCHA
internal dbroaderst identifist hin as a menber of the Freparatory
Committee for Kigghlia Poi Antoanmeus Regiom, hezd of the Kuyusn

ui Ay ' vont zad Yick President of the “hine lglamic
Asseciation a3 well as & former memwher of the ilational Comnilbtee
of the Chinese People's Consr.tative Gonferencs and the
yetionality Affsirs Comsissirm o7 tne Northwest Military and

The two brosdcasts sre ~hwibegly not compatinle. If the
home brosdesst is sccepted as trim, 1t ean only mesn that
Commmnist-Hul relations sre 15 bad that one of “hina's highest-
ranking Hui lesders was Wwillgng to risk everything to lesd
his pecple in revelt against sopinetion by Peking. fet, in
it foreign drosdeast five diye imter, HCHA claimed that the ul
petple daly ported the Lopuriss regime. Ihe only conclusion

hat ¢ £ the NCNA wosdeests war & lie.
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