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MOSCOW AND THE SOCIALISTS

"We shall support the Soclal Democrats like a rope
supports a hanging man."--Lenin

PART ONE

Few recent twlsts and turns of Soviet Russlals "col-
lective" rulers are more significant--or more omlnous for
the free world--than Moscow!s decislon to resume the policy
of unlted fronts with parliamentary Soclalists,

For close to four decades Communists conslidered the
Soclal Democrats as thelr sworn enemles--thelr Marxist
rivals for the soul of the "international proletariat."

In Lenint's, Stalin!s and Nikilta Khrushchev's lexicon a
Soclal Democrat was alternately synonymous with "renegade,"
"traltor to the working class,' "soclal fascist" and "capi-
talist lackey." Hundreds of thousands of Socialists in
Russla and in the satellite countrles perished through the
years 1n Communist prlisons and slave labor camps or had

to flee into exlle. Thousands more were ruthlessly exter-
minated by the secret polilcels firing squads.

But, lasgt February, 1n another twlst of Moscow peren-
nial zig-zag pollcles, Nikilta Khrushchev, first secretary
of the Soviet Communist party, suddenly held out an olilve
branch to "Soclal Democrats who wish to fight actively
against the war danger" and for the "unity of the workers!?
movement.," In one of the more revealing passages of his
speech to the Twentleth Congress of the Soviet party--the
Congress that dethroned Stalinlsm and reverted to "pure"
Leninism--Khrushchev "sincerely" congratulated the Socilal
Democrats and heaped lavish pralse on his erstwhile enemies.
"We are ready," he saild, "to do our utmost to join efforts
wilth them in the noble cause of the defense of peace and
in the interests of labor." A resolutilon adopted by the
rubber-stamp Congress urged the "restoration of business-
like contacts between the Communist and Soclalist parties.”

Khrushchev!s appeal for a unlted front was, of course,
not the first time that the Communlsts have sought to seduce
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the Social Democrats into cooperatlon wlith them. The united
front (or "Trojan Horse") strategy in 1922 was resorted to
at a time when Lenin'!s Bolshevlks were still engaged 1n a
desperate struggle for thelr exlstence and were looking

to the internatlional working class as the maln force of
world revolutlon and the only rellable ally of Soviet power
abroad. It was discarded as soon as Lenln felt firmly in
the saddle. In 1935, the Popular Front "to meet the Nazil
threat" had agaln substantially advanced the cause of the
Communlists untll i1t foundered on Moscow!s betrayal of the
struggle against Hitler in August, 1939.

However, never since Lenin created the Communist Inter-
national (Comintern) in 1919 and declared a relentless war
on the "Second" Socialist International has a Communist
leader gone as far in woolng the "Socilal Democratic trailtors"
as did Khrushchev at the Twentieth Party Congress. In their
frantlc efforts to galn the confldence of the free worldls
anti-Communist Left the Soviet rulers now argued, in effect,
that the difference between Soclallsts and Communists con-
sists primarily (or merely) in that Soclalists "have dif-
ferent views from ours on the forms of transition to socialism,"
They even went part of the way toward reducing these differ-
ences8 by conceding the possgibllity of a democratic-
parliamentary road to socilalism, wlthout revolution, wviolence
or force,

What prompted the Kremlin oligarchs, who consider them-
gelves fervent Lenlnists, not only to woo the parliamentary
Soclalists but also to dare revise, however cautiously, some
of Lenin's harsh Judgments of them?

The answer 1s to be found 1n an analysis of the politi-
cal trends that today are shaplng Europe and the world., In
both Europe and Asia Socialigt partiles are important (in
some countries even domilnant) polltical forces, not only in
the ranks of industrilal labor but also among "white collar"
workers (school teachers, civil servants) and professional
groups. They head coalitlon govermments in France (inter-
mittently), Holland, Belglum, Norway, Denmark, Indla, Burma
and Israel., They particlpate in the governments of Italy
(Giuseppe Saragatls group), Austria, Luxembourg and Indonesia.
They are powerful oppositlon parties in Britaln and West
Germany~~and are likely to head the governments of these
countrles in the future.
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In theory the Soclalists have a broad appeal: they
stand for a synthesis of soclal and economic democracy
and political freedom. They are the Communists! most
important, 1f not only, competlitors for the political
alleglance of the "proletariat." No regime can function
ln Western Europe unless 1t has the cooperation or, at
least, the tacit acceptance of the socilal and economilc
groups that Soclal Democracy represents.

Moreover, in the countries where the Soclal Democratsg
are strong (Britain, West Germany, the Scandinavian coun-
tries) the Communists have been reduced to the status of
minor splinter groups. As Professor Carlo Schmid, Socisal
Democratic Vice Presldent of the West German Bundestag,
told me: "The West should thank i1ts lucky stars that there
1s 1n West Germany today a strong independent Soclalist
Left., For 1t 1s we who have reduced the German Communist
party to the status of a splinter sect. To the West of
us 1n France, and to the south of us in Italy, the Communlsts
constltute the most powerful political forces on the scene."

The Soclal Democrats, to be sure, unlike the Communists,
do not represent monolithic or homogeneous polltical gZroups.
Under constant Communist pressure, many of them continue
to vaclllate between revolution and the traditional Social
Democratic concept of evolution. In France and Italy they
are 1n the unenvilable position of being at once vocal inter-
nationalists and rabld natlonallsts, champilons of the pro-
letariat and strong defenders of the petty bourgeolsie.

Even Pletro Nennil, secretary of the pro-Communist Italian
"Socilalist" party, is now supporting the theory that social-
1sm can be achleved "wilth the consent of the majority of

the people" and by democratic means. All this while he
st1ll remains wedded to the "Marxist principles" which for
more than a decade have kept him in Moscow!s camp.

Durlng World War I, the "Second" Socialilst International
practlcally ceased to exlst--thus paving the way for Lenin!s
Third Communlst International--because the German Socilal
Democrats supported the Kaiser in the prosecution of the
war whlle the French Soclalists emerged as the strongest
champlona of the glory of La Patrie., Three decades later,
when the Yalta agreement delivered most of the Balkans and
Eastern Europe Into the Soviet "sphere," the Socilalists--
wilth some notable exceptions~-did not dlsplay too much
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courage 1n thelr reslstance to Communism. It is true that
the might of the Red Army played a leading role in the
Soclallst defeat by the Communists who, backed by Russila,
used thelr tradlitional split-and-absorb tactics. But
Inherent ideologlcal confusion and weakness in the East
European Soclalilst partles themselves made 1t easler

than 1t should have been for these tactlcs to succeed,

Nevertheless, 1n Asla and 1n Europe, including the
Soviet-domlinated satellites, the Soclal Democrats still
command the mass support which the Communists would like
to win over for Moscow!s obJectlves. After more than a
decade of Communlst domination of Eastern Europe, Soclalilst
leaders like Titel Petrescu In Rumania and Anna Kethly in
Hungary~--who have been recently liberated from prison and
forced to sign pro-Communist declarations--still have a
far greater appeal to the subJugated workers behind the
Iron Curftain than the local Communlst chileftalns.,

So deep~rooted 1s the Soclalist tradition in Europe
.and so powerful 1ts mystiquel

Takling all these vital factors into consilderation, it
is 8tl1ll true that the Soviet rulers, in their present
quest for a rapprochement with the Socilal Democrats, have
introduced new and far-reaching elements into thelr united-
front strategy. In the past they sought to browbeat the
perennlally frightened Soclalilists into common action wlth
the Communists by brandishing before them the "immenence
of soclal catastrophe" or the "unfolding of an economic crisig"
in the "capltalist world." It was precilsely because the
Soclallsts were frightened over the possibility that fascism
would engulf Europe that they had agreed in 1935 to the for-
mation of the "Front Populalre" in France and the "Frente Popu-
lar" in Spain. Only the Nazil-Fasclst threat to the democratic
order 1n Europe could have convinced the late Leon Blum--
probably the last great Social Democrat leader--to become
the Premler of the French popular front government.

Subgequently Blum reallzed his error--but 1t was too
late. For the Communlsts, in violation of their solemn
promise not to engage in any underhand practices during the
life of the Popular Front, lmmedlately proceeded to create
"left wings" in the Soclalist partiles of France and Spain.
Thelr vast propaganda apparatus inflated the prestige of
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guch Socialist innocents as Jean Ziromsky in France and
Francilsco Largo Caballero in Spaln for the sole purpose

of destroylng the character and 1nfluence of "bourgeols
reformists" as Leon Blum and the Spanlsh Socilal Democratic
leader, Indalaclo Prieto. The Spanish Communists also
formed thelr own army, strengthened by the "International
Brigades" and the Sovliet secret pollce which had begun to
murder opponents (Calvo Sotelo, Andreas Nin) and thus pre-
cipitated a cilvlil war withlin a cilvll war,

Leon Blum, to forestall simllar developments 1n
France and to save hilg Socilallgt party, broke up the unilted
front with the Communlists and reslgned as Premler,

However, Moscow!s current bid for a united front 1s
not being made under the pressure of a "soclal catastrophe."
On the contrary, at the Twentleth Party Congress Khrushchev
also departed, nominally at least, from the Marxlst-Lenlinlst
doctrine about the catastrophlc character of the capitalilst
order, He held out, instead, the prospect of harmonious
and "peaceful coexistence" for all--even the United States.

Whatever reasons the Sovliet Communilst boss may have
had for temporarily revlising Lenin!s views on Soclal Demo-
cracy, one thing seems clear: while they are 1n the mildst
of the sixth Flve-Year Plan--which they hope wlll transform
Russla Into an industrial natlon mightier than the United
States-~the Soviet rulers have no intention of embarking
on any large-scale mllitary adventures. With the tempting
prospect of extensive international trade with the West,
egpeclally with the U.S., before them, thelr main obJective
today 1s to recelve Western guarantees that the status quo
wlll be malntained in Europe. They are in desperate need
of such a guarantee, For, in addltlion to the as yet unre-
solved internal political and economic difficulties, the
Russgiansg feel vulnerable in Europe because of the opposition
of ninety milllion Eagt Europeans who look toward the West
for thelr liberation from the Communlst yoke.

There 18, of course, not the slightest indicatlon that
the Kremlin's long-range objectlives--igolation of the Unilted
States, the destruction of NATO and world conquest--have
changed. But, 1t 1s thelr great eagerness to pregerve for
the lmmedlate future tThe European status quo that prevents
Stalin's uneasy successors from resorting to any bold inter-
national experliments, especlally wlith regard to German unity.
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Tt is also the real reason for thelr courtshlp of the So-
clalists and thelr frantic assurances about the peaceful
orientation of the Soviet Unlon.

That 1is why, too, Moscow "voluntarily" relilngqulshed
Soviet monopoly on revision of Marxism-Leninism to meet
changing conditions and proclalmed Marshal Tito to be an
equal "Big Brother" in the formulation of "Socialist
sclentific thought." .

The Soviet rulers need the Yugoslav Marshal as a guar-
antor of the %ood falth of Moscow!s coexlstence campalgn.
His brand of Tindependent" Marxlst-Lenlinist "soclalism"
is ugeful to them as balt to win over to theilr slde such
vaclllating European Soclal Democrats as Daniel Mayer,
chalrman of the French Assembly!s Foreign Affalrs Committee,
and Max Busset, Soclalist spokesman in the Belglan parlla-
ment. They need an "independent" Tito--Jjust as they need
an "independent"Pletro Nennl in Italy--to act as watbchdog
over dlsgruntled Communilst chieftains llke Maurlce Thorez
in France and Italy!s Palmiro Togliattl, who find the
deganctification of Stalln an especlally biltter plll to
swallow. Yugoslav embassies 1n the free world, according
to Soclalist Internatlonal sources, now serve as Moscow!s
contacts wlth the non-Communlst Left. Despite Tito!s
repeated denlals, they are feverishly preparing the ground
for the formatlon of a new "International."

Tito!s influence with such non-Marxist "Soclallsts"
as Prime Minlster Nehru and President Nasser wlll also be
joined now with Moscow'!s in the effort to encilrcle the
NATO and SEATO natlons with a ring of "neutral" and "uncom-
mitted" countries 1n Asia and the Middle East. HIs bold
break wlth the Cominform in 1947 and successful defilance
of Stalin has won Tito much respect in the former "colonial
sphere." His rapprochement with the Soviet rulers will
gerve as publlc testlmony that Moscow'!s change of heart
is genulne and that one can cooperafte on an equal and
mutually advantageous basls with the Sovlet Union.

But above all, desplte the optimlism in some Western
capltals about Tito!s "independence," the Russlans need
the Yugoslav Marshal to act as co-pollceman with tThem,
during the present critical perlod at least, in the Balkan
and East European satellltes.
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Stalln, after Yugoslavia's break wlth the Cominform,
used the satellites in his frantic efforts to destroy Tito.
Now Khrushchev looks to Yugoslavia to maintain a vigll
over dlggruntled and restless humanlty behind the Iron
Curtain.

Under the circumstances, the traditlonal Marxlst-
Leninist thesile about a capitalist soclety "fraught with
war. danger" had to gilve way to Khrushchev!s assertion
that "war 1s not inevitable'--despite the exlstence of
"war-mongering interests in the Western countriesg.”

As Russila's Communist leaders see it, the "two camps'--
capltalist and soclalist--remaln, but Moscow 18 now deter-
‘mined to engage in an "active and flexible" foreilgn policy
which, as Anastas Milkoyan put it, "wlll be noble in principle
and calm in tone." The primary aim of thilg policy is to
"liquidate the cold war" (another Sovlet plea for the preser-
vation of the European status quo) through economic trade,
cultural exchanges and 8o forﬁ%T_ :

This newest look in Soviet affairs 1s obvliously cal-
culated to disarm (or at least neutralize) the NATO and
SEATO powers and to cast the Unlted States in the role of
Nazl Germany in the 1930's, But 1ts ultlimate aim is much
broader: whlle counting on the effect their new "liberal-
ism" willl have on the "capitalist governments" in Europe,
Khrushchev and company are primarlly addressing themselves
to the Social Democrats and Soclalilist-led trade unions 1n
the "imperilalist" countries and to the Socilallsgts and
nationalists in the "neutral” and "uncommitted" nations
in Asla and the Middle East,

For, though Moscow hag abandoned, for the present,
military actlon as an instrument of Soviet imperlalism and
revolution, the Communlsts have by no means dlscarded thelr
belief in the Imminence of a capltallst economic crisis,.

But 1t is in anticipation of such a crisls--which might
enthrone in Europe and Asla thelr brand of Marxlsm wlthout
violent revolution--that they now seek the "unity" of the
"working class movement,"

In some respects Russlal's present strategy closely
parallels the Comintern's united front tactics In the 1920ts,

7

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200250001-9



App-roved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200250001-9

PART TWO*

How far has Khrushchev Succeeded-~or is likely to suc-
ceed 1in the near future--~in galning the cooperation of the
European Socialistg? '

Responsible Soclalist leaders whom I recently inter-
vlewed 1in Europe have not forgotten the past history of
the Communist betrayal of thelr comrades. The majorlity of
them are aware that every Communist success in establishing
a unlted front has meant a gtrengthening of the Communist
party and a weakening of the Soclallst party. Then, too,
the Communists addressed themselves to the Social Democrats
and thelr labor unions. But in 1922, their appeal was
circumscribed by Lenintsg rigld rule that Communists must
always proclaim thelr final alm: Communist revolution and
the dictatorship of the proletarlat., At the Twentieth Party
Congress, Khrushchev offleclally ruled that there were dif-
ferent methods to achieve soclalism., They must not always
be violent (to please Nehru); "socialilst development can
be different in different countries (to please Tito); and,
above all, soclalism can also triumph by parliamentary
means)(a bone in the direction of the Western Social Demow
crats).

Indeed, the substitution in some cases of the "parlia-
mentary method" for "armed insurrection" (80 dear to Com-
munlst strateglsts from Lenin and Stalin to Trotsky and
Rosa Luxemburg) shows how far the Soviet post-Stalinist
"revisionists" are prepared to engage in a fake "ideological
liquidation" in order to win once more the confidence and
support of international labor,

However nalve theilr economic views may seem to some of
us, they understand the fundamental difference between
parliamentary Social Democracy and Communist totalitarianism.

This 1s especlally true of the West German SPD and the
British Labor Party, which are leading members of the Soclgl-
18t International. Sald James Griffiths, a British Socialist

* Part Two of this report 1s based on personal talks with
many leading and rank-and-file European Socialiste and
trade unilonists Including Hugh Gailtskell, Erich Ollenhauer,
Guy Mollet, Giluseppil Saragat, Matteo Matteottl, etc.
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"firebrand" for over forty years: "The British Socilallst
movement has not been doctrinaire in 1te philosophy. Like
the labor movement of which it formed a part, it was empliri-
cal and tolerant, For thilis and other reasons 1t has never
taken Marx too seriously." Certaln ftenets of Marxism
undoubtedly took root, "but British Socialism has distrusted
rigld systems of thought and too great a reliance on theory."

. A simllar view was expressed even more forcefully by
Hugh Galtskell., The leader of the British Labor Party told
me, that Democratic Soclalism 1s "no half-way house between
capltalism and Communism, but a group of ldeals and a way of
1life vastly superilor" to both.

Galtskell 18 even doubtful whether the Britlsh Labor
Party wilill continue to press for further nationallzation
of industry i1f (and when) 1t 1s returned to power. On the
age-old guestion of a planned economy his feeling is: Yas
few planning controls as necessary, as much competitive
freedom as possible,"

"We want economic securlty and high productivity, a
riging output more falrly shared in our community and in
the world,”" Galtskell sald, However, he added: "We work
for these alms solely by democratlc means. We cherlsh our
free instltutions wlth as much passion as we strilve for
our soclalist ldeals. We oppose as utterly allen to our
philosophy all forms of totalitarianlsm--the monopoly of
power for a single party; the pollce state with its slave
labor camps and rigged trials; the degrading regimentatilon
of publilc opinion by mass propaganda and the rule of fear;
the contemptuous dlsregard for the rights of the individual."
While, of course, accepting the 1ldea of poliltlecal and
economlc coexlstence wilth the Sovlet Unilon on a strictly
governmental level, he completely ruled out the idea of any
Soclal Democratic collaboration--or even relations--wlth the
Communisgt partles, the Sovlet party lncluded.,

There are in the Labor Party, 1t is true, "left-wingers"
(America~hating Aneurin Bevan, eclectic "intellectuals"
like B. Hs S. Crossman) who are fuzzlly responsive to Moscow!s
. 8logans of "neutrallsm' and "pacifism." Galtskell!s old pro-
fessor, Socialist "scholar" G. D. H. Cole, even went so far
as to suggest that Soclal Democrats and Communlsts share a
"common belief in the creative function of the working class
and in i1ts hilstoric mission to create the condltions requisite
for a classless soclety."
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However, although Professor Colel!s wilshful thinking
had some impact on leftist Intellectuals and avid readers
of the Statesman and Nation, 1t caused hardly a ripple
among the hard-boiled "proletarians' of the Labor Party.
Some hlgh-rankers in the Party conslder Professor Cole and
his ideas a "Joke." In Briltain, as in West Germany,
Augtria and in the Scandlnavian countries, the wvast major-
1ty of the Soclal Democrats are still immune to Moscow!s
blandlishments. As yet, not even Bevan or Crogsman want an
outright united front wilth the Communists.

The sltuation 1s vastly different and more critical
across the channel, 1n France, where a large section of
Soclal Democratlic opinion 18 belng easlly taken in by the
gschool of interpretation which represents the turn agalnst
Stalin as evidence of a fundamental change of heart in the
Communilst camp.

When France!s Soclallst Premler, Guy Mollet, landed
in Moscow last May, a group of hils Soclalist colleagues
was Just leaving. Mollet went to Russia on an official
vislt at the invitatlon of the Soviet government. But the
French Socilallsts had been touring the country as guests
of the Soviet Communist party. Before taking leave of
Khrushchev they even agreed wlth thelr Communist host to
ask thelr respective executlveg to consult together on
gubjects of "common interest."

The agreement was vague and subJect To different lnter-
pretations. But 1t caused rumblings of discontent In the
Soclalist International.

Pierre Commin, acting secretary of the French Soclal-
1st party and leader of the delegation to Moscow, 1in a
conversation I had with him, subsequently protested that
hig views were "misinterpreted“--that the French Socilalist
party s8till meant to turn a deaf ear to the overtures of.
the Communists in Russia and in thelr own country. But he
could not stifle the doubts or erase the suspiclons tThe
French visit to Moscow aroused among many Soclal Democrats.

The fact is that, except for the French, Khrushchev
had not been able to extract a simllar agreement, however
vague, from the Norweglan and Swedlsh Soclalist Prime
Ministers who had visited Moscow, or from any other respon-
aible Soclal Democrat.
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Erich Ollenhauer, West German Socilal Democratilc
leader, was particularly critical of his French "comrades."
For months, he told me, he had been resisting pressure
from Marshal Tito and from members of hils own SPD (Herbert
Wehner and hils followers) to reach some worklng agreement
with the East German Communlsts. Desplte the extremely
friendly relations that have developed between the Yugoslav
Communilists and the West German Soclalists, Ollenhauer merely
laughed at Tito!s crude efforts to act as an "honest broker!
between the SPD and Moscow'!s East German satellites, Otto
Grotewohl and Walter Ulbricht. "But the agreement between
the French Soclalists and the Russlan Communists on a
party level," Ollenhauver felt, "will increase the pressure
of The vocal "pro-unity" advocates in the SPD and make
reslstance to contacts wlth the East German Communists
more difficult,"

. Hugh Galtskell took a much more philosophic and calmer
view. He was convinced that, among other things, Khrushchev's
"Stalinist behavior" during hils visit to London last April--
especlally his brusque refusal to conslder the case of the
Soclallsts and trade unionlsts Imprisoned in the Soviet
bloc--had killed for a long time, even for the French, the
posglbllity of a Socilallist-Communist united front. But he,
too, was strongly critlcal of the French.

There 1s, of course, no reason to doubt the sincerity
of Commin's strong denial that the French Soclalists are
contemplating contacts wlth the Soviet party, or, for that
matter, Christian Pineaul's cryptlc statement in Washington
that he and hls Socilallst colleagues are "regolutely hostile"
to a unlted front. The delegates who visited Moscow, as
a matter of fact, were rudely shocked by the Russilans!
doctrinal rigldity. They were subJected to long harangues
by Khrushchev and Dmitrl Shepllov, the new Soviet Foreign
Minister, about the superilority of the Communist brand of
"democracy" to Social Democracy. ("The same old, elémentary
and crude stuff to which we have been subjected by Communilst
propaganda since 1917," Commin said.) Nor were the Socialists
convinced of the stablllty of Khrushchev!s rule in the Soviet
Communist party. The concensug of the majority was that
"the class struggle has finally caught up wilth the party
where Stalinlst bureaucrats, entrenched for two decades, are
at present engaged in a life-and-death struggle with Khrushchev!s
men, Commin commented: "A whole generation of Stalinists,
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Including men like Molotov and Suslov, wlll have to be
purged before the KhruShchev—Bulganin—Mikoyan troika will
galn fully ascendancy 1n the party."

If anything, then, the French were deeply disturbed
by theilr wvigit to Rusgsia, Moreover, thelr so-called agree-
ment with Khrushchev to ask their party executives to con-
Sult together on subjects of "common interest" was reached
wlthout the knowledge or consent of Guy Mollet, the
acknowledged leader of French Soclallsm,

Mollet, like hils Foreilgn Minister, Pineau, 1s convinced
that Moscow 1s doing a better Job than the West of con-
vinelng the world of its peaceful and humanltarian inten-
tlong, and that the West must lmmediately adopt new polilcies
to win the trust of the non-Communist peoples, But, as he
emphasized to me, the pursult of peaceful coexlstence
wlth Russila by no means implies a willingness to cooperate
with the Communists 1n a united or popular front,

Nevertheless, of all the parties adhering to the Soclal-
18t International--with the posslble exceptlon of Saragat's
small Soclal Democratic party in Italy--1t is the French
SFIO which 1s today at an extremely critical stage in its
relatlons with the Communists. ‘Uneasginess about the French
8ltuation arises far less from any fear that they will fall
easy victim to Khrushchev's blandilishments than from pain-
ful awareness of the country's internal pressures.

In the din of partisan quarrels, where so many voilces
in France resgound today with the contrary of what they were
proclalming yesterday--and are llkely to say tomorrow--the
French SFIO ccecuples an eminent posltlion. Actually, there
are as many Soclalist partles in France-~-groups, tendencies,
temporary alllances, long~-term politicians and short-term
thinkers--as there are members in the SFIO. Nowhere are
these mutually exclusive tendenciles and contradictions more
glaring than in the SFIO!s positlon on Algeria. Guy Mollet
became Premler of a government pledged to bring peace to
Algeria, but instead which declded to send close to 400,000
men to fight there. Robert Lacoste, a prominent Socialist
who once even flirted with the Communilsts was given the
dubious honor of ruthlessgly suppresslng the Algerian
nationalists,
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It is thilis Socilallist ambigulity that enableg the
French Communlste--at the mogt critical stage 1in their
history-~-to benefit from the growth of dlscontent, as
Increasing numbers of conseripts become bogged down in
North Africa, without incurring labor's opprobrium for
bringing down Francel!s filrst Socilalist-led government
since 1947. While voting, however grudgingly, for the
government!s strong-armed policies 1n Algeria, the Com-
munlsts are, at the same tTime, undermining the Socilalists?
prestige by biltterly attacking Guy Mollet!s handling of
the Algerlan crisis.

It 1s, of course, no secret that many rank-and-file
members of the SFIO in varlous reglons as well as some
leaders of the party are badly split on such vital 1lssues
as Euratom, and especlally on Algeria. Guy Mollet himgel?f
told me thatwhile he expected to defeat what he called
the "pro-Muscovites" he was facing a difficult struggle.
He wag especlally bitter 1n hils criticlism of Mendes-France
who, he said, "“is an lrresponsible individual, power-
drunk and trying to fish among dissldent members of the
SFIO.

The real test 1s Algerla., It was not so very long
ago that Mollet himself took a dilifferent poslitlion on the
area than the one he now holds. He needed the biltter
gsolitude of power--the opportunlty to forget that he is
not strictly a party man but also the responsible head of
the government--to change hls vliews so drastlcally.

But even independently of the Algerian drama, the SFIO
18 undergoing an internal crisls of which we have not yet
seen the end. And 1t 1s Mendes-France, although he 1s
not a member of the SFIO, who 1s making trouble. He is
not gilving up the ldea of burstling the SFIO from the center.
He hasg proclalmed hlmself chilef of the Republican Front,
and the great drama of hils 1life 1s that the front has
hardly any adherents. To bolster 1t, he 1s seeklng support
of people who are opposed to Molletl!s Algerlan and pro-
Buropean policles, Since these, too, are not numerous
(at least for the present) Mendes has also tossed into the
air a colorful soap bubble known as French "Travaillisme,"
which has captured the Imaglnation of many SFIO leaders

who are against Guy Mollet. The theory of the "Travalllisme"
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1s that France needs gomething akln to the British Labor
Party. The whole movement is to be based on the trade
unions plus, of course, all other "progressive elements"
in France.

Mollet 1s opposed to the whole business., He under-
gstands that Mendes-France 1s Inviting him to commit sulclde
by persuaslon.

In PFrance, unlike any other West European country, lo-
cal ambltions fogether with sincere revolutionary impulse
of many young Soclallists, have prevented many sections of
the SFIO from permanently breaking wlth the Communists.
Pormer Socialist minlsters, Danlel Mayer, Edouard Depreaux
and even Jules Moch, who look wilstfully tToward some common
action with the Communlsts, may not be influential today
in the orientation of French Soclalism, but should a crisis
arise tomorrow, they are llkely to be assigned the sinister
roles played by such "Soclalists" as Zdenek Fierlenger in
Czechosglovakia and Jogef Cyranklewlcz l1n Poland.

Probably the root of the trouble 1s that the French
Socialisgts--and this 1s alsoc true of Saragat!s Social Demo-
crats in Italy--are not agreed among themselves, or even
in thelr own minds, ag to whether or not they are revolu-
tlonary Marxlsts. They are unable to follow the Marxilst
philosophy to 1ts logical concluslons, But--unlike the
British, West German and Scandinavlan Soclal Democrats--
they are unwllling to throw overboard the Marxist label
and trimmings which are part of thelr traditlon. Like all
liberal French politilclans, they are always afraid of not
being far enough to the Left.

Thus, 1n thelr present critical position, fThe French
Soclallists may finally have to choose a united front with
the Communists rather than receive blows from them which
would send them reeling helplessly Into the arms of the
hated Right.

Desplte the danger signals 1ln France, Italy, and to
gome extent, in Belgium, Khrushchev!s united front campaign
in West Europe does not have, for the lmmediate future, an
easy road ahead of 1t. The Dutch Socialists, who recently
won an overwhelming electoral victory, are tradltionally
opposed to any inter-party deallings with the Communists.
The same 1s true of the Socialists in Norway, Denmark and

1h
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Sweden, The Scandinavian Socilalilst Premlers make the usual
pllgrimages to Moscow with a great deal of curloslity, but
ask only that they be permitted to be neutral one day and
tend to thelr own business wlthout too much Interference
from the Bilg Powers. ’

But it is in Britain and in West Germany that the new
Khrushchev-Tito Axis 1s facing 1ts most formidable obstacles,
In the Joint Soviet-Yugoslav declaration issued in Moscow,
Tlto came out more flrmly than ever for direct negotiations
between East and West Germans on the question of German
unlty. This is likely to endear him even less to the
majorlty of West German Social Democrats,

SPD chalrman, Erich Cllenhauer, is a determined foe

of any relations with the Communists on a party level and
wlth the East German Communists on any level--although he
Intends to make German unity the major issue in Bonn's
parllamentary electlions in 1957, Reunification with East
Germany 1s a must for the Social Democrats because without
fhese traditional strongholds of socilalist strength, they
can never hope to win an effective majority in the Bundestag.

Ollenhauer 1s emerging as one of the shrewdest politi-
clans in West Germany. Having finally liberated himgelf
from the lingering intransigence of his brilliant predecesgor,
the late Kurt Schumacher, he is beginning to shop for allies
in the forthcoming electlons. There 18 1little love lost
between the Soclal Democrats and Chancellor Adenauerts rul-
ing Christian Democrats who desplse the Soclalists! economlc

program of "welfare statism" and regsent thelr anti-clericalism.

But politics follows 1ts own rules: the 1957 elections are
llkely to usher into power a coalition of Soclal Democrats
and thelr Christlian Democratic enemles, TFor, like all
political partiles that stay long 1n power 1n a democracy,
even Adenauer'!s Christian Democrats seem to be losing thelr
grip on West Germany. The Social Democrats, on the other
hand, destroyed by the Nazls, cold-shouldered by the occupy=-
lng powers after the war, have spent a generation either in
exlle or sulking on the Bundestag'!s opposition benches.
They are hungry for power and are convinced that 1957 will
be their year.

In the flrst West German natlonal elections of 1953,
the SPD trled to rally West Germans, Soclallsts and non-
Soclallsts, around the banner of Kurt Schumacher's "demo-
cratic" nationalism and against NATO and CGerman rearmament,
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At the same time they campalgned as the Marxlst party par
excellence. The West Germans turned a deaf ear both to
their natlonalism and Marxism and the SPD learned 1ts
lesson., '

In preparation for the coming elections, the Social
Democrats have Jettlsoned much of thelr Marxlst baggage,
especlally In the economic fileld, and are addressing them-
selves not only to labor but also to the middle class voters

- a8 a "respectable" party to the left of center. Wedded to
the theory that capltalism--especially Adenauer!s capltalism--
1s a flop, in practice they try hard to keep West CGermany!'s
booming capltalist economy a going concern.

This turn has not come about for entirely opportunlst
reasons., Men like Ollenhauer and Carlo Schmid are, of
course, aware that Marx!s "Theories of Surplus Value" are
as reallstlic a program for labor in the age of automation
as the horge and buggy 1s as a means of transportation in
the age of the supersonic plane.

All politilcal partles have their folklore and their
leaders speak (in public, at any rate) as 1f there were an
unchanging body of doctrine to which they are committed.
Whille occaslonally stlll paylng 1llp service to Marx--as
a sop to the tradltlonallsts--German Social Democracy has
given up "modifying" or "modernizing" his archalc economlc
and philosophic theorles and has returned the bearded
"prophet" to the gallery of greats who have no direct or
valld message for the problems Germany is facing today.

To be sure, West German Soclal Democracy, tco, has
1ts "ultra-left-wingers" who look hopefully to unity with
the Communists. These have, on occaslon, made common
cause with the Communilsts 1n the trade unilons and staged
a few political strikes., But the vast majorlty of the
party and the powerful trade unions are as immune to the
Reds as they are to Otto Strasser!s Neo-Nazi party. The
spilrit of Mayor Ernst Reuter of West Berlin--who became the
very sumbol of European anti-Communism during the height of
the cold war--1s stlll very much alive 1n the ranks of
German Soclal Democracy. '

While Moscow!s courtshlp of the Soclal Democrats and

thelr allles does not ap%ear for the present to be too
successful, 1t is not entlrely hopeless elther. Minoritiles
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of today, as a half century of European history has ghown,
might become majorltles of tomorrow. There 1s always the
possglbility of a new schism 1n Soclal Democratic ranks,
egpeclally in France. There 1s indeed a grave danger
that Soclalists in Europe and Asia wlll allow themselves
to be persuaded by Tito, Nehru and other volces which are
now telling them that Khrushchev'!s new line 1g part of a
great moral reformatlion in the Soviet Union.

As the proceedlngs of the Twentleth Party Congress and
the Khrushchev~Tito accord make 1t clear, the free world
1s now entering a perlod of very much intensifiled activity
on the part of the Communlsts to establish united fronts
wlth the Socialists. The Soviet "collectilve" rulers are
playing for high stakes. They must{ win the support of the
Soclal Democrats and theilr allles in the trade unlons if
they are to succeed in thelr efforts to provoke a crisis
in the non-Communist nations, 1solate the Unlted States and
destroy NATO without regorting to a nuclear war. A united
front wlth the Soclalilsgts and the soclal groups they repre-
gent would be worth to Khrushchev more than hundreds of
dlvisions in the fleld. He 1s aware--even 1f many Western
politicians and statesmen are not--that, desplte spectacular
Communist successes in some Western countries, Moscow's
agents can never win the allegiance of labor without a
united front wilith the Socilalilists. The same holds true for
the satellite countries should the Russlans, elther through
compulsgilon or in another gesture to the non-Communist Left,
declde to withdraw theilr troops from Eastern Europe. Here,
agaln, the Communists wlll desperately need the support of
the Sociallsts and the democratlic peasant partles, for at
no time could they have taken and kept excluslve power 1n
the Balkans and Eastern Europe without the milltary backing
of the Sovlet Unlon.
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