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- oonrThe Conference on mine safety, called at the decision of the ECSC Council
_of Ministers following the Marcinelle disaster in Belglum, opens in Luxembourg

on September 24, and the !igh Authority has recemtly announced that the UK Govern- -
ment accepted the invitation to take part. The four-man UK delegation will

be headed b Mr. A. M. Rake, Under Secretary, Chief of the Safety and Henlth
Division, Ministry of Fuel and Power. The delegation is sched.led to attend the
first meeting of the Conference, after whiech other UK experts will be appointed

as the Conference bejins discussion of technical questions.

The Missicn has been informed by a member of the UK Delegation to the High
Authority that the UK representatives will attend the Conference as full par-
ticipants and not as observers. He added that it le nonetheless clear on all
sides that UK partiecipation is unaccompanied Ly commitments of any kind. In
particular, he said, the UK would refrain from putiing forward any concrete
proposals of its own and no doubt refrain as well from assoel ting iteelf with
any genoral proposals that the Conference would request the High Authority to
trensmit to the ECSC Council of Mi isters. The UK representative described the
UK role as one of “assisting and steering the Confersnce along useful linss”
in diseussion of a subject in which the UK was highly interested.

2e wizati_o_g of % arence

The Conference is now expected to be presided over jointly by Messrs. Fi:et
and Daum, Mambers of the High Authority. Preliminary tzlks are alveady underway
between the High Authority and the TLO on the organization of the Conference,

At the September & session of the ECSC Council of Ministers, it was declded
that national delegations to the Conference would consist of eight governmental
representatives, four lzbor representatives and four management repregentatives;
or a emaller number of delegates at the diserstion of each Government but respecting
the sbove ratio of two-one-one. (Aecording to the High Authority, this is the
weighting used by the TLO for netional delegations.)
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According to o High Autharity offfcial, the Conference will no daibb
irmedistely form a mumber of sub-comfittess that will prepare the proposals to
be completed by January 31, 1950, However, this offieial questions whether the
Canference will be able to sxplore the subjegt of mine safety sufficiently and
come up with well thought-cut propoesls in such a short time, -

3. Gorman Views

~ During a Yonversation with a member of ths German Embassy in Luxembourg who
works on CSC questions, he said that whereas ths German Government had enpressed
opposition at the Ssptember & Council meeting to agreeing to create an inter~
national body for mine ssfety, Germsn gonsent to have the question disqussed at
the Conference opening on September 24 was, almost tantamount to sgreament in
gr_!ndp!.. on the part of the Germans to actept some form of central organization.,
However, he sald, the German position was clearly thct the nationsl Coverrmonts
and national legislation should continus to be sovereign in the cholce and ene '
forcement of sufety measures iz the national mines. Not only was the lagielation
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' applicable to mine safety in each go.ntry very complex and coplows (he sald thet
~ %he Belgian code nusbers hundreds of pages), which would mean that solely from
" She juriste' point of view the task of bringing such legislation into harmony

present. incompatibilities )dth a system of irternatbnal eontrol

or resoneiling 0
" would be enormous; but the variety in the characteristics of the different cosl

wvorkings in the Community msde impossible the general applicaticn of uniform
safety measures, He concluded that the Germans would have no objection to an
organlzation that would be abls to maks suggestions to the various Governments
for improving safety conditions in the mines, but the German Government sould not
aceept thsat such recommendations or suggestions be binding upon it

_ The German Embassy offfcial said that in his opinion ag intemational ore
ganisation would be extredely useful, on the other hand, as a sort of elearing

“house for the exvhjmgiliof infordation on new developments in the field of mine

safety. All too he said, is the ocal industry in one country unaware of
new and valuable developments for improving safety in the coal basing of a
neighboring country. Referring to the Marcinelle disaster, he said that the ,
Germans had arrived on the adene with an instrument for testing the puriiy of the
ailr in mines that was gompletely unknown outside Germuny and might usefully be
employed slayihers in the Community. An internstional organisation could thus
perhape best serve the cause of mine safety by disseminating information ebaut
such new developments, and leaving the actual applie:tion of safety meagsures te
the responsibility of the interested nationsl authorities,

W. Walton Butterworth =
United States Repressntative
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