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suiecT: QIR (Soviet Orbit Broadeasters) Proposal to ERU (European
Broadeasting Union) members.

SUMMARY 3’ Iso Wallenborm, EBU director, reports concerted J
effertﬁgt rapprochement, both féchnical and program, by
the compunist dominated OIR, It currently offering indi-
vidual #BU members series df,‘aﬁio and IV programs entitled
nSefence 1in Service of Psace™. EBU meeting in lLausanne
Nov, 23=25 showed solid front in rglecting offer. Houever,
possible some individual services may offer to examine the
series although Wallenborn thinks unlikely, First replies
from Europe definitely negativey someé interest expressed in
Par East, however, with a definite yes from Ceylon., Wallen-
born to be replaced at EBU by Swiss Charles Gillieron.

1, lec Wallenborn, director of the European Breadeasting Union,
eonfirms that the offer of the communist dominated OIR (Organization
of International Radio), with headquarters in Prague, has started a
new series of bids for Hast-West cooperation. He considers the
offer of the series "Science in the Service of Peace" a major bid in
this direction, There have been other offers, both programming and
technical, The communist itch for technieal cooperation is confirmed
by Gerald Gross, Assistant Secretary General of the ITU, Both

| ¥ Wallenborn and Gross sonsider that the current campaign is seriocus
and well planned and may have some effect in shaking the resolve of
EBU members to have nothing to do with the OIR, However,; thare have
been no signs of such defection within the European group as yet,

2, The OIR was the original European broasdeasters' agency of
cooperation. However, it was eaptured by the communists soon after
1946 and moved bodily to Prague in 1948, The EBU was then set up
by the free nations with Wallenborn as executive director,

36 Wallenborn estimates that the communists have skillfully
planned the eurrent appeal to go directly to the individual national
broadcasters rather than the EBU, largely as a result of regular
EBU rebuffs to previous OIR moves, The EBU actually has only a wery
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general exchaznge of information, usually in response to gileita-
tion, sometimes repeated, by the EBU secretariat, This was the
procedure followed reparding the current 0IR offer. Wallenborn
believes that the science series is nitehed townrd foreing o
wedge into the University of the Alr, started by the French RDF
in 1949, It is a very successful rrogram in vhich rmost of the
West Eurcpean systems of radio ond TV participate, It is a separ-
ate organizntion from the EBU althoueh having linkss, As noted
in Geneve's TOUSI %3, Uerr Beckmann, the inten@tont of Radlo Frank-
furt, is = very active Jasder in the University's Executive
Committee, and information may be obtalned throush him as to now
the other members have responded. Wallenborn said he belleves
that the Fremch had been non=commitial but expressed a willingnoss
to examine the OIR materisl before vassing final judgment. Poland
is a parbtlicipant in the niverslity of the Air Exchanges. A copy
of the University's charter is enclosed.

L, Wallonborn shoved Stuart three replies he has received to
his eircular latter of Now., 15th, Finland, in a letter signed

by Jussi Koskiluoma, lts radio director, said £latly he has no
intention of entertaining the COIR offer. Sweden, in a letter sipgned
by N. 0. Frangen, added the comment with its rejection that "Swadish
raddio has no intention to rerticinate in any actlvity in which OIH
takes the initiative." The austrians also noted that their networ:
does not contemrlate any such ewchanges,

5e By telephone on Dec. 12th=-on 1interview belng imrpossible dus
to Wallenborn's illnesg==lis office infermed Wimner that the Frank-
fart redio peonle sav they hove not received an OIR offer as yel
but thet thev are in accord with the negative stand toicen by other
EBU members. Radio Netherlands has also sent a nepgative reply.

as has the South African radic.

-6, Wellenborn's office further told VWilener that it has been in-

| formed by Radio Ceylon that 1t will actively participate in the 0IE
progran and has already scheduled rne geries for next April and
another for May. It hag said that 1t will later send the texts ofF
these series to Wallonbori.

i 7 The EPRU office also sald thai Pakistan has exoregsed inter.
est in obtaining details of the OII nrograms, some of whieh it has
already received, It has invited submission of serivts for use ag

! baekground materdal,

8. Wallenborn ie lesving bis EBYU post on March 1, He will be
replaced by Charles Gillieron of Switzerland, is of Nov, 27tk
[‘Gillieron“s titles are llsted as: Secretary General of the EBUg
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(girector of the Administration of the IBUs President of the Socfétd
Romande de Radlediffusion, Lausanne; vice-president of the Swiss
Broadeasting Socletys President of Courts of Algle Vaud and Pays
d'Enhaut, Vaud, PFurther information will be sent on him later,

9, This office will econtinue to keep 1n touch with Wallenborn
and hores to see hiim within two weoks for more details on ansvers
so far recclived 2nd any new responses coming in.
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E. Y, Wiener, Jr,
Acting Publie Affairs Officors

Ene:s Booklet on University of the Air
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