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THE MILITARY STTUATION IN CHINA

The presemt ulssior of the ' hagesc f amunist
arnies is to destroy the effectiveorese of the Nationaliset mili-
tary field forces and thereby 1 naate orpanized Hations b as
resistance It i8 this objecttve, 1rd nol merely an inteatign
to capture Nanking. that 1o tietarmmmg the patters of the [rs’s
ent all-cut Comrunist camg:im, hich is exteading from Hopeh
Province to the vavirons of Nunking . In achicving this obj M-
tive, the Communists now apnear commitied to 2 concerig:
drive against Nationaiist concentrations in the Hsachou se:tor.
Although the Commurists are also massing for attacks in:
North China, a2 major riove against Nationalist forces in the
Tientsin-Peiping corridor will probably await the outcome of
the battie for Hsuchou. H Communist operations continue at
the present acceleratad tempo, it is estimated that Comms.-
nist forces may successfully attain their objective within jhe
next 30 days. The collapse of organized Naﬂoml:st militdé rv
resistance will probably force Chiang Kai-shek’'s Governmeni
to flee south or surrender to the Communisis.

Estimated Strengths  Although the National Government

currently claims to have cver two
million men under arms, 2 more realistic estimate of thei
strength of the Govemment s tactical forces would probahyy
be slightly less than one million troops capable of effective
employment against  ommunist forces in North aad Centsl
China. However, the lovalty and combat efficiency of a layge -
percentage of the tactical troops in Central China is question-
able. On the other hand, the total mimber of Communist @'~
fectives is believed to exceed one and one-half million troops,
possessing high morale and fairly good equipment.

North China In North China, the Nationalist Commander
f'u Tso-yi ha3 under his immediate command
approximately 300,000 well-trained and fairly well -equipped
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veterans. In hoiding the vital, though extremely ‘ulnerzbie
Tientsin-Pelping -Kalgan corridor, General Fu faces nnnro:-
imately 300,000 Coramunist {roops grouped to the west of
Peiping. Furthermore, 28 2 consequence of the fall o Man -
churia, at least 400,00 additional Communist troops have
become available for operations against General Fu. This |
constitutes a potential threat of 700,000 Communist troops :
presently available for a North or Central China operation.
Although North China 1s at present relatively quiet, current
reports indicate that the Communists are now concentrating
north of the vital Kailan coal-mining region, and may =oon
launch a drive in the Pelping-Tientsin area. I the Commu;-
nists should undertake such an affensive, they would probahy
be successful, despite General Fu’s iniention to defend this
area, in forcing Fu’s withdrawal westward tnto the Provinct:
of Sulyuan. This would permit the Communists to dccupy
Peiping, Tientsin, and zhe carridor. Communist forces in -
North China appear at present to be awaiting the outcome

of the battle for Hsuchou in Central China before making ant’
major move. ,

Central China In Central China, Communist forces are t
currently estimated to number 400,060 trog¢ps; |
they are capably led by Generals Chea Yi and Liu Fo-cheng,
Nationalist forces number appreximately 300,000, Follow-
ing their temporary withdrawal on 17 November when con- -
fronted with determined and surprising Nationalist resistanie
to the initial attack, the Communists have resumed their
attack in the Hsuchou area with feverish intensity. This
Communist setback appears to have been caused by & mis- °
calculation on the part of Communist General Chen Yi who |
anticipated that Nationalist troops would defect in large ‘
numbers at Hsuchou, much as they have done recently in
Tsinan and Manchuria. Present Communist strategy appear:
to be designed to prevent a consolidation of Nationalist forces
in the Suhsien area between Hsuchou and Pangfou and to isojite
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the Nationalisis in three pockets of resistance located east
of Hsuchon, north of Pangfoy 22 near Mengchen (ncrth-
west of Pangiou). .

Conclusion ¥S field estimates indicate that the € omnwundst
forces are capable of isolating and destroyin?
these Nationalist pockets of resistance, a develepment whi:k
would effectively destroy the Mationalist military mochine
and open the road to tanking. The Communists uaquestiog -
ably possess the initiative and the ¢capability to aceomplist
their mission. Whether it will require weeks or eonths - .
denends upon how long Chiang Kai-shek can retain the loytity
and will to fizght of an eifective number of his troops. ‘:
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