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| Quhcentrated geerrilla-attackar The s.,mm, ierrilla ettack on Knrcmtaa, o

a provincial carital in dhessaly, eont the gerrilluc heavy cacuaities

" tub desonstrated once again both the Greck Ammyts fatlure to make proper
« -+ tée AL intelli encs end planning and the guerrilloss skiliful employment
-of avoilable men and weapons. The ;-uvrrillas have recently reorganized.
~along divisionzl linee, and tho fardhitoa operation appears to have been .
. the first reul test of the reorganisation. ‘L‘he,, presumably hove ths T

cambmlit'r of isolating ond inflicting similar punlshment on othor towns

An the plsing; but whether they can continué to take such heavy casuslties
. 15 probvlemstical. ﬂevertmiew, othesr spectacular attacks will brobably ..

be rade before the end of the year to cclebrate the first anniversary of -
thée "free® govermment, which was formed lost Christmas. In cddition to

.« more concentrated attacks by the guerrillas, increased sabotage is exnected: -
- 4n the ¢ities; vhere {to the great concern ¢f oarty leaders) the militant
' Commumi.ot effort has lagged behind that in the mountaina. Rebel- saboteurs
. ore how reported to be infiliroting the. cities to bolster the local :
- or@nizationc in carrving cut -assesginations and other terrorietic acts,

+
.

TURIEY

foviet warships through the Straits: Turkishe-Soviet relations will be

- . comdronted with a new mource ol strain in mid-Janupry, when the old :
. battleship GUILIO CTSARE snd three smaller vessels 'in the first contine
- gent of Italian warships awarded to the USSK as reparatione--sre scheduled
B begin movement to Soviet Black Sen'ports by way of the Straits, The

. Turks are naturally most reluctant to have rubstential ddditions to the

' Soviet Black Sea fleol come through Turkish territorial waters, and ale«

. though they are not likely to of‘fcr forcible resistance to tho movement

of the ex<Jtalian veesels they will probably look out for an.}.r legitinate

device which could be used to deny tiem passage.  Stwould trsnsit be
attempted under the Italian flag, the Turks would certainly protest

. vigorously on the basis of the srovisions of tlie Montreur Cohvention of .
x 1935 whicn severely limit' peacet:ime pansage of warships flying the flags
- of ‘eouniriez not bordering the Black Sea, FEven if the ax-Italian ehins

are delivered under the Soviet flag, the Turks wild probably insist on .
reticulous observancs of the Montraux rules, althoupgn thev ere not likely.
to go £0 i‘ar as to invo}'c J\rtwlna -20 and 21, These articles pormit

J'-

el -SECRET -

clas;sified and Approved For Relea;se 2013/07/22 : _CIA_-RDP78-01617A00470001Q034-2




Declassmed and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010034-2

- ', SECRES

;" ‘ . ‘ ' ’ ’ . 2a

Turkey, on declaring iteelf to Le under Liminent threat of war, to
exei*ci&e fulY control over the pasezge of any warships through the
Straits, subject to overruling by a majority of the lonireux signatories
~and by a tro~thirds majority ai‘ tiae nowdafunct Council of the I.cmpue
af !h tions. :

SYRIA

hn abinat £inally fomed: After two weakst effori and severel
‘FaXlures, oyria at la%{ har 8 government. The comgosition of the new
- Cabinet 4s s follows: Prime Hinicter Atalid kzn, Foreign Affairs
- tefencos Yuhsin Barasi, Public Instruction; Adel Asmsh, Interior;,
-Alrmed 'U.fai, Justice, Health, Social tffairs; ‘iohammpd hyish, Agriculture;
Hassen Jabbara, Finance; Hunein Sehnaoui, I?'ztioml Econony; Majd al-Min
Jabiri, Fublic “orks. ﬁ
: The main impression ygiven by t.he group is thnt the old guard is
" st411 in the saddle.. The populists, the reform party, are not repre-
‘ - gented. Several of the now cabinet have boen in provious goveruments,
" @aggo Awm, Barazd, Jabbara, There arc sume new faces, it is true; but
- " none that glve cause for optimisnm regarding a more enlightened snd
P 1iboral policyo Sehnaoui, for cxample, is an extremely wealthy industri~
o alist with wide business interests; it would be naive to think that as
pimister of [btional Fconomy he is prepsred to suvcort social legislae
~tlon msich might adversely -alfect his enterprises.

1 . N
The 1if'e of Aznmts gavernment. should be directly proportional to its
suceess in coping with Syriats manifold intornal difficulties. Xf it .
proves incapable of dealing irith the present. financial; econamic, and
. political tamgle, publie resentuent, suprorted by the Populists, will
‘ dnevitebly farce its resignation. .

¢ -

LIRS ]

. ' _W.'IRAQ

. Iraql Govermment may resign: Indicetions are increasing that the present
. Iraql Government, Feaded hy Kugzghinm Pachachl; feals that it has reached
. .. the end bf the road. Une report’ statee that. Puchachi already has made
! one reauest to resipgn, tut that the Regent refused his permission. It
L - 4 likely that the Prime Ministerts next offer to quit will be accepted,
R ' since the present political and edononié -disruntion of the country mske
: " it improbtable that he can retain public confidence.

. " As 'usual, bazaar runors regarding his possi ble successor are already

cireulating. Among those mentioned have been Al Jawdat, Omar Nadhmi,

turi Said, and (mirabile dictu) Sfeleh Jdebr. There is the very definite

likelihood, however, that Iraq may experiencs the same difficulties that

Syrie ‘is now going through in its attempt to formm o stable cebinat., Cer~
. tai.zﬂy the groundemell of popular wirest in the Arab world th eatens to
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" disrupt the pattern of rule by old~line profecsional politicians. %he
progrossive mlitary, economlie, and diplomatic dsterioration of the
country will unquestionubly make it awlavard for them to maintain the
thesie that the salvation of Iraqg lies in their retentmn of cantrol.;
¢
.. Sentdzent for a rapprochcment with the UK may be growing., The .
mention of Huri Sadd and Saleh Jabr, both of whon were active in the
.-+ unpopular Portsmouth Treaty negotiations, suggests that Irag may rogret .
| .. . having dropped the UK as pilet particularly in view of the gtormy Wdmes
c that lie anead. :

-

.’

TRAN

Foreipn Office shalkeup: The replocement of HNouri Esfandari by Ali
Helmat as lrants Foreign linicter saould do much to smooth the course
of Iranian-US relations. Under rafandars, .9 Yo appeared to be 2 mastere
£u). procrastinator and unfriendly to the S, the Foreign Office repeatedly.
-presented the US Embassy with irritating and inexplicable delays, even
. on matters which had eggreed wpon at the top level. Esfendari himself,
¢ 'as head of Irants UN delegation, failed to present the Seeurity Council
with data on recent Soviet-Iranian relations, although both the Shah and
the Prime Hinister nad assented to US recomwendastions to that effect., The
_ US has still to recetve official permission to open a consulate at -
Keshed, altnough the issue wes raised in February 1948 and Iranis consent
given t.mt.atively same time ago. Nepotistions over renewal of the US
#ilitary pission Agreement nive now dragged on past the formal dcadline :
- for gsubuiseion of proposed revisions, 21 Deccmbcr, althougl previously
the Shoh, the Chief of S5taff, and t.he “ar Minister had informally agreed
o rgne'ml of tie agreement without substantial changes. Hekmat has -
the. rejutation of being friendly to the US. Koreover he has replaced
L . the under secretary of foreign affairs, and several other career off'i.c:iala
| - . generslly cons.idered to be biaesed ag,ainut the U%

e

]
r

; Co - T p : INDIA«PAKI“TAN

¢+ Inter-dominion conference- .Thc SUCCBQSfu1 outcome of the ;nter-domin;on
“eonforence at New Delhi which ended on 1Y Decenmber indicates that the
Fashnir diepute constitutes at oreaent the only real barrier to cooneram
tion betWPen(India and Pakistan, thile the two dominions have kept alive
the possibdlity of dracstic developments regarding Keshmir by -the mutuel
suspicion and lack of frankness which both have continued to manifest
on the subject, their representatives at the New Delhs conferencs, con-
fining them*elveq to a number of miscellaneous secondary issues, succaeded
in removing various points of friction hetveen the two dominions and vieTe
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. ‘ablée %o report a ® mbstantial measure of agreement” on the fimancial, '
* oconomic, and refugee problems they tackled, In Rashindr active milie

tary operations are currently being held up because of snow, and India
nas porsistemtly demied reports thal 4% plans %o leunch a new offoneive,

~Meamiile, the UN Kaghmir Cormission has,coent one of its members to
T Dolhd and Earachi to explain to the tﬁo governments ite latest sat
. .of formal recomendatione, India and Pakistan are reported to be somos

what more receptive to the Cormissionts latest proposels than to previous
ones, but there is still no assurance that elthor gnvemmmt Wi . -

aceept then,

IJO'I'FI‘J Iit Ble:'-F

" The effortc 4o improve Anglo=Egyntian relations recent.ly made by the
. ¥Xng and other ‘high Egyptisn of {cials have boen invalidated at least -

tezvorarily by a statement 40 the Senste by Prims Minister Nokrashy,
reiterating the pgovernmentis intention not to resure.treaty negotiations

with the UK until Britieh troops are .completely evacuated from Fyyptian
. territsary:a 4 ¢ ¢ 6 0 8 @ & 0 o The increasing political actiﬁtL in Israel

which has been. going on in preparation for thc general electlons on-

. 25 Januery has bssn marked principally by the sﬁmggle betwean MAPAL, .
* the moderate scciaiist labor-party of Premier Ben-Gurion, and KAPAM,. lis
- extyeme socialiet and’ more pro-Soviet rival, The combined list of the_

all=Hebraw- Oomnist ’Party and of the Arab=Jawish Israeli Communist

. ‘Party is not expected to win more than three percent of the total \mteo'

The Commnlets attempt.ed to get'MAPAY to draw up a joint gslate. with

then but were £irnmly turmed dowm on the ground t.hat they were rore '
- Communist than they were 2ioniste o o o c o o 5 o o o o JOWASh cmigration
. from Poland and Rumania to Palestine 4s now comnletely under the control

of The two governments, which have ordered the closing of Jowish Agency.

. offices in their covntries, . « e 6 ¢ o o0 & o « Current British efforts
. ¢to open a consular office at Tel Aviv (in addition %o the present office
urnish concrete avidence that the UK is sseking a8 vay to imorove

its relations with Israc) even though it has no present intention of

- . recognizing the Provisional Goverrment of Ierael. v o o 6 o o 6 2 6 o 0

Syrints continued failure to ratify its oproposed agreement with the
Trang=Arabian Pipeline Company hns forced company officials to consider

" more seriously the idea'of having an- Fgyotien rather than a Lebanese p

terminus~=a possibility previously reised prirarily as a bluff to goad
Syrie into action. Preliminzry surveys indicate that the use of anm
Fgyptian terminus would have many advantages but vwould increase the con=

. gtruction cost b,,r perhaps 960 million. Construction of the line from
© the Arabian end is continuing, since considerable mileage can be addad
- 'before a decision regarding the teminus will be Necessary, ¢ o o o o

s o'a ¢ o o« Ine Clvil disobedience rrovement of thé militantly Hindu
nation, RSSS(HASNEIiYR ‘Swayan S6 Sang cates that group

'.' rema.um capable of becoming a scrious threat to t-b.s Indian National Congress
~ Party, even though it was outlawed at the time of Gendhity death. At -

leasti?,ooo RSSS memberg were arrested as ¢ result of the eivil uieobedience
o c&mpa e :
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