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14 October 1949

MEMORANDUM TO DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT: Violence during Philippine Elections

CONCLUSIONS

l. In response to your verbal request for information con—
cerning Huk uprisings in the Philippines, the following is
submitteds .

a. Although demonstrations and violence involving _
Communist~led Huks or other dissident elements are axpected
throughout the Philippine Republic before and during the 8
November national elections, & general uprising is con~
sidered unlikely.

be US citizens in Manila may be accidental vietims
of violence associated with Philippine factional disputes
both in demonstrations before the election and at the polls.
This same risk is faded by US military personnel in the
Chrk Field area of Central Luzon.

ge Fhilippine Covermment officials may be injured or
killed in demonstrations in Manila but any attempt at a

local goup is improbable and would, in any event, be

unsuccessful,
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The approaéhiﬁ§~néi;ona1 olections in the Philippine Hepublic, in
which three rival political factiona are bittorly involved, will be
acesmpanied by outbreaks of lawlessnass throughout the area. Illieit
fircarms are plentiful in the Republic and the strong sentiments connected
with the election contest make sporadic incidents of violence a cer=
tainty. No general uprising 4s enticipated, howaver.

2ROSPEGTS TN MANILA

Bhile violence and demonstrations both before election day and at
the polls are probable in Mgnila, the local police, recently reinforced
by troops-of the Philippine Constabulary, are believed capable of Keep=
ing such incidents in hand. The possibility remains, howsver, that US
bystanders moy find themselves accidentally caught in the ¢rossiire,
although there 1o no reason to believe that the US personnel or property
will ve sclected targets for violence, Some Pnilippine Government
officinls may be injured or killed either in demonstrations or as &
result of politicelly-motivsted assessinations. Fhile 1t le possible that
the' elections could serve as the signal for an attempted cup aimed at the
Governnent's Manila headguarters, likelihood of such &n action eppears
remote. The Pnilippine Government, disturbed both by Communist support
for the major-opposition candidate, Jose Laurel, and by reports of ine
oraased Communist-led Huk infiltrstion into Manila, has recently undere
token & series of ralde in an effort to break up Huk concentrations,
prevent terrorism during the elsctions and uncover any subversive plots.
To date; the Manila rasds have not resulted in the capture of Huk lesdoers,
although the authorities claim to have unearthed documents encouraging
o popular uprising sgainat the Government. Any such coup attempt, it ie
velieved, would bo extremely short-lived, since it would lack popular
support, and since Goverrment troops would be able to restore authority
Quickly. '

ARY

Simuitaneous with the Government raids in Manila, a general anti-Huk
campaign has been launched in central Imgzon, the terrorists! traditional
stronghold, No raports of the succass or failure of the Govermment's
provincial campaign have yot been received. US military personnel in the
Clark Field area of central Iuzon have Jong baen exposaed to Huk raids
and have been robbed and ambushed en route to and from the airfield,

Such attacks are expected to continue but there are ne indications thet
they will bo stepped up bocauae of the impending election. Elsewhere in
the Philippines, the likelihood of incidents involving US citigens is
remota.
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IRTORANDUN TO DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL LIFELLIGEIDE
SUBJECT: Violence during Philippine Elections

ONG LTS TONS

. 1. 1In response to your verbal request for information concerning
Hulpprisings in the Philippines, the following is submitted:

3. ngnons*tratims and wviolenece involving Ccmnunist-

lod Huks or other dissident olements\ars expacted ‘throughout the

; ring\ the 8 November national elec~
genoral uprising is considered unlikely.
ntal vicH

SoUTHs

L g. Fhilippine Govermment officials may be injured or killed
in demonstrations in Hapila but any attempt| at a local goup is
improbable and would, in eny event, be mnsuwecessful. ,
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The approgching national elections in the Philippine Republic, in which
bhree rival politienl factions are bitterly involved, will be ac¢companied by
outbreaks of lawlessness throughout Lhe area, Illicit firearms are plentiful
in the Republic and the strong sentiments connected with the election contest
make sporadic incidents of violence a certainty. HNo general uprising is
anticipated, however.

FROSPECTS IN MANILA

While violence and demonstrations both before election day and a; the
pplla are probable in Manila, the local police, rocently reenforced by troopa'
of the Philippine Constabulary, are believed capable of keeping such inci-
dents in hand, The possibility remains, however, that US bystanders may find
themselves accidentally caught in the crossfire, al though there is no reason
to beldve that the US personnel or property will be selected targets for

violence, Some Philippine Government officials my be injured or killed
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either in demonstmations or as the result of politically-motivated assassinge
tions. MWhile it is possible that the electioms could serve as the nignal for
an attempted 'coup almed at ths Governmentts Manila headquarters, likellhood

of such an action appears remote, The Philippine Government ; dist.im'blad both

by Communist support for the major opposition candidate, Jose Laurel, and by
reports of incrsased Comeunist-led Huk infiltration into Manila, has recently
undertaken & series of ralds in an effort to break up Huk concentrations,
prevent terrorism during the elections and uncover any subversive plots. To
date, the ¥anila raids have not resulted in the capture of Huk leaders, although
the authorities claim to have unearthed documents encouraging a popular up=
rising sgainst the Government. Any euch coup attempt, it is believed, would

be extremely uhort—livad; since it would lack popular support and since Goveern~
ment troope would be able to restore authority q;ﬁ.cklya

EROSERECTS QUTSIDE MANILA

Simultanecus with the Government raids in Manila, a general anti<Huk

campaign has been launched in central Luzon, the terrorists' traditional
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Froms Staff .s.ntelllgence Division, Projeut Planning L™

Subjects pogeidility of aggravated Hukbalahap diaturbaneas 1in the
Philippine Islands -

Stateuent of. Project
SEigle: pox (by telephone to DAD/ORE)

- LxeRAeli 1o evaluate reports and to estimate the condequendes of ag-
gravated Hukbalahap disturdbances in the TPhilippine Islando

. 28CR2! The yequest is made on the basis of derstain ONI dispatches,
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