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~ The first elections in the State of Israel are scheduled for
25 January 1949, when approximately 400,000 voters will chomgea consti-
tuent assembly to replace the PGI (Provisional Government of Israel),
which was set up 15 May 1948 upon the expiration of the British Mandate.
In Israells transition from a minority community to an independent sovereign
state, the political life of the Jewish community has undergone a number
of significant changes. [/ number of new parties have been formed, old
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l. Introduction.

- ones have disbanded; some have amalgamated, and still others have split

into two or more separat: parties. Many political groups have changed

a number of their basic policies as a result of the historic developments
of the past year, (and sll have probably been influenced in orne vay or
another by the 100,000 immigrants who entered Israel in the first ten
morths of 1948), B :

In view of this exiremely fluid political situation; it is almost
impossible to estimate 'viti accuracy what percent of the vote the
various parties will rceive in the coming election, All that can be
said with certainty i« that the great majority of the Israeli population
favors tne building of a strong, independent Jewish state; based on
socialist concepts aud Messianic orinciples, Tie extent of Israel's
boundaries, the degrce of socialism to be adovted in the state, and
lsrael's foreign alijument are still questions of intense controversy.
Although the coming election may indicate the trend of Israeli thinking
on these fundamental questions, it is not likely to answer them decisively,
Not until the Arab-Jerish controversy is resolved and the countries of
the Near Tast attain some measure of political and economic stability

will the internal and foreign policies of the state of Israel crystallize
in an established pattorn. ,

Since its inception on 15 May 1948, Israel has been ruled by a
provisional government representative of almost every political group
in Israel but effectively dominated by the moderate socialist party,
WAPAI, Whatever the outcome of the 25 January election, a coalition
government will almsst certainly again be formed (at least initially),
since its major fuiction will be to draw up a constitution. Neverthe=
less, because of i.s remarkably successful leadership during the past
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year, LWAPAI will probably win a sufficient plurality to dominate the
political scene again, seeking, as heretofore, the support of the religious
and center parties., MAPAI will be strongly opposed in the election by

the right-wing Revisionist-Tenuat Hacherut bloc and by the ultra-socialist,
pro-Soviet MAPAM, Should the center and religious parties choose to

- abandon MAPAI and Jjoin the right-wing bloc, MAPAI could probably still

control the government by making substantial concessions to MAPAM, Such
an alliance, however, would probably lead to a more intense socialism

in internal policy’and the possibility of a more pro-Soviet alignment in
foreign policy. The Vommunist parties will gain few votes,

Fundamentally, Ierael will continue to strive to maintain a neutral
position between East and Vest but will also continue to count heavily
on Anerican financial assistance, A strong MAPAI victory would be desir-
able;, from the point of view of the US; in guaranteeing a relatively
moderate government. Power in the hands of the extreme right would result
in intensified nationallistic demands for territorial and economic
expansion, Power in the hands of the extreme left would lead to closer
ties with the USSR, Fither development would prejudice the strategic
interests of the US in the Near Fast.

§2°
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2, HaPALs Miflezet Poslel Tretz Israel (Palestine Lavor Partyl.,

MAPAL, a Zionist socialist narty, has heen the major nolitical
party of the Zionist movement since 1930, when it was formed by the
union of two large "alestinian narties. Since 1930, it has occunied
a central noaition in the Jorld Zionist Organization and the Jewish
Agency., In May 1943, unon the termination of the British Mendate,
MAPAI formed the first (vrovisional) government of Israel -7ith a cab-
inet and a council of state in which all the major nmartiss in Israel
were renresented.

MAPAI had long led the struggle for the esta*lishment of a
J2wish state in Palestlne, strongly advocating the Biltmore “rogram
of the Conference of Arerlcan Zionists (May 1942), which demanded the
ovening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration under the
direction of the Jewish Agency and the establishment of a Jewish
Commonwealth in Palestine,

MAPAZ aims at the synthesis of Zlonism and socialism in the
life and work of the Isrzeli neonle, It advocates the mass immi-
gration of Jews from all over the world into an industrial and agri-
cultural socialist community which has nremared “or their coming by
increasing to the maximum Israel's absorptive canacity through the
greatest nossible develonment of the country’s natural and human
regsources. MAPAI believes that all manual labor in lsrael should be
done by Jews, lest the Jewish revival be attributed to the exploitation
of the labor of non=Jews. This basic theory han been the motivating
force behind the establishment of the collsetive and swall-holding
settlements based on self-labor and cooperation. Through ita Hehaluts
(oioneer) movement, MAPAI trains Jewish youth abroad for agricultural
work in Israel and maintains a gsystem of lahor educ:tion under the
esegis of the General Coumeil of the Jewish Community (Vaad Leuml), The
economic and financial develonmment of Isrmel has heen achieved largely
through the Histadruth, a unique labor organization in —hich all the
Israeli socialist parties are represented. MAPAI wishes to continue
and expand Histadruth's activities under sociali-t narty control and to
attract foreign investors into independent business ventures in Israel.
Nearly half the adult nooulation of Israel belongs to Histadruth, and
53% of its members belong to HAPAIL,

In membership MAPAL includes agricultural, industrial, and white-
collar workers as tell as members of the collective and cooperative
settlements. In the last eleetions for the Assefat Hanivharim (Je7ish
Representztive Assembly under the Mandate) in Aupust 1944, MiPAI re-
celved 362 of the vote. In the elections held for the 22nd Zionist
Congress, MAPAI again received 36% of the vote. MAPAI’s chief propa-
ganda channel is the daily newspaper Davar, MAPAI's leaders include
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David Ben Gurion, Prime Minister of the PGI; Hoshe shertok, Foreigm
Minister; Fliezer Kaplan, Finance Minister; FEliahu Dobkin, member of
the PGI Council of State; Ben Zvi, member of the PGI Council of State
end President of the Vead Leumi; and David Remez, Minister of Communi-
cations and Chairman of the Vaad Leumi,
Although MAPAI holds only 4 of the 13 nortfolios in the PGI
. Cabinat (Defense, Forelgn Affairs, Fimance, and Communications), it
dominates PGI affairs because seven other members, who represent
moderate center parties or speclal religlous or sthaniec groups, are
4 willing to frllow MAPAI's lead except ‘then their speeisl intereats
are involved. MAPAI is often criticized for its dictatorizl tend-
encles both by its nolitical opponents and by lmpartial observers,
; who charge that MAPAI leaders are using the PGI's emergency wartime
| powers of censorship and arrest against MAPAI's political opponents,
i that MAPLT has extended its control over evary aspect of economic
i life through the Histadruth and over the army through nolitical offi-
cers in key nositions, and that for a citizen to qualify for a re-
sponsible posltion, or in some cases to make a bare living, it is
necessary to be a member of the Histadruth or MAPAIL. ,

Under MAPAI leadership, Israel has weathered the first pre=
carious seven months of its existence., It has augnented its terri-
tory, avoided hostile UN action, and held the friendship and sunvort
of both the US and the USSR, With the help of large contributions
from abroad, 100,000 immigrants have been received and cared for.
Israel’s finanelal situation is reasomably strong, the food supply is
adequate, and arms from abroad continue to flow to the successful army.
In spite of grumblings by the pecple about despotism and the failure
of the PGI to soliclt greater aid from the USSR or to take over more
territory, MAPAI will probably again receive in the 25 January elections
the highest proportion of votes %30%~35%) and 7ill almost certainly
dominate any new coalition govermment that is formed,
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3. EAPAM: Miflaps ha-Poalim ha-}euchedet (United Labor /Workers/Party).

a. MAPAM, which is also a Zicnist socilalist varty, was formed in
January 1948 by the fusion of three left-wing parties: Achdut Avoda,
Poale Zion Smol, and lashomer Hatzair. APAN differs from VAPAL, with
wnich it is closely associated in the Histadruth, in advocating a more
extreme soclalism within Israel and the forging of closer links with the

. USSR in foreign affairs.

An article in the 25 January 1948 edition of the Palestine Post
centaing excerpts from the new party's platforn:

"The independent nation is to forge its socialist
future by striving for a pact with the toiling Arab masses
in the country...The party sees itself as an inseperable
part of the revolutionary workers® movement and the work
against capitalist reaction (sic). It will foster contacts
with revolutionary movements all over the world and favors
agreenent between the workers of the world and the USSi
which is the first workers' state...Complete equality and
cooperation between the Jewish pecple returning to its
land and the Arab masses living there will be sought...
Regarding the UN decision, the platform has determined
to support the establishment of the Jewish state and its
defense under present conditions despite its rejection,
in principle, of the partitior solution,™

This article also reports that MAPAM has adopted the Achdut

Avoda aduinistrative system of a council of 101 members and that the
Hashower Hatgair newspaper ilishmar will be issued dally by the party as
Al-ha-Mishmar. Woshe Sneh, who was formerly a leader of the left wing
of the General Zionists and revortedly the Jewish Agency's liaison
officer witi Fastern Furope, is LAPAM‘s primary leader and spokesman.
He has had strong contacts with Polish Compunists in Palestine. He is
known as an ambitious opportunist and his influence was restricted in
the Jewish Agenc: Council by more moderate leaders. It is quite possible
that his shift to this "new" leftist party was motivated more by personal
ambition and the chance to become the top man in the new party than by
convictlon., In his speech at the opening meeting, Moshe Sneh stated

. that the persecution of Cormunists is identical tc the persecution of
Jews and appealed to all to join in the struggle;led by the USSR, for
freedom, progress, democracy, and, above all; sccialism. ’

In spite of these MAPAL speeches and articles clamoring for
closer Israeli-Soviet relations, there are rno indications so far that
MAPAY is Communist. In domestic policy it is strongly socialist, and
its supvort of cormmunal settlements, which are sponsored by all ;he
Israell socialist parties, cannot be interpreted as a Cormunist policy.
MAPAL would gladly accept Soviet guidance, money, and arms in supoort .
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of its Zionist aims but v»robably would not comnit itself ic a ‘oscow
1line contrary to the nationalist ideals of Israel. ~A"AL's recent
refusal to join lists with the Israeli Communists for the cowming
elections, on tae grounds that the Communists are anti-Zionist and not
truly Marxist, suvports this view,

On the other hand, there are definite indications that the UsS
hes recognized MAFAN as a possible point of Communist penctration of
Israel, An unconfirmed report = tates that the Falestine Comunist
Party had been ordered by oscow to recruit Com:unists arong Ruropean
immigrants for the “APAM parties, not for the weak and discredited
Patestine Communist Party. ‘oscow has long had ties with the cormonent
parties of {APAM tarough such oro-Soviet groups as the League for Soviet
Friandsnip, and the Kremlin is aware that :JAPAM is the only strong party
which favors the formation of an anti~US-UK bloc in Israel. In a speech
a3t August Moshe Sneh entered the lists against "fascism" and parroted tne
Soviet line tuat Israel's strug le was vart of the fight of the colonial
peoples of Asia.against dmperialism. :

MAPAM ‘s internal economic program demands tne nationalization
of key industries, tae tightening of »rice and rent controls, a capital
levy, progressive indirect taxation, a state mononoly of foreign trade,
and the transfer of Histadruth's economic enterprises to the nation.

The present PGI Cabinet contains two “APAV members: ‘“ordecai
Bentov (Hashomer Hatzair), iinister of Labor and Public Works; and Aaron
Zisling (Achdut Avoda), the liinister of Agriculture. The right-wing
parties criticize HAPAii's cooperation with LIAPAI and claim cynically
that JAPAM will never c.nstitute a true opposition because its leaders
can always be bought off with more seats. -Although there is probably
a certain amount of truth in this contention, YAPAM bitterly attaczks
MAPAT for its lukewarm socialism and its subservience to the “est and
strongly opposed UAPAI's dissolution of the Palmach, the crack striking
force of the amy, which was politically pro=uAPAl. Nevertheless, “APAY
is still closer in outloock to WAPAL than is any other Israeli party.

The most optimistic estimate of MAPAL strength in tie coning
electisus gives this party 254 of tae vote. i0st recent estimates,
from Goldman in London and the Press Club in Tel Aviv, give MAPAM
only 184 and vredict another APAI-led coalition., In that case, MAPAY
would probably continue in very much its present role; it would waintain its
economic power in tie Histadruth and seek to gain prestipe by taking
credit for any Soviet action favorable to Israel.

b. Of the tnree parties wnich combined to form :JAPAY, Achdut Avoda
(Hatnua Leahduth Haavoda--Movement for tae Unity of Labor) was the left-
wing opposition (group B) of MAPAI until June 194l when it seceded osver
an organizational matter and formed a separate varty. There is litile
idevlogical difference between Achdut Avoda and MAPAI. Both are affiliated
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with the Vorld Zionist Organization and stand for a soclallst Jewish

state in Palestine. Achdut Avoda is more radical in international affairs

than MAPAT and stresses closer ties with the International Labor Yovsment.

Its party vlatform in 1944 wastypical in its stand for free Jewish

imaigration, mass settlement, and the develovment of all the potentlalities

of Palestine under the Jewish Agency. The platform strongly opposes

any attempt to partition Palestine, and dewands the right of the labor

movement to educate all Jewish children, the separatjon of church and

state, and the sharing of responaibility by all parties in the ad«inistra-

tion of the Jewish comrunity. Achdut Avoda considers the Histadruth

the standard bearer of Zionism in the building up of the naticnal econony

and in the indoctrination of the Jewish people in Zionist and socialist

principles. -Achdut Avoda has over 100 branches and a membership of

ahbout 10,000 in labor settlements--particularly the collective agricul-

tural settlenentu of the Kibbutz w.euchad, a federation of settlements
constituting the niore radieal wing of Jew1sh labor, In the 194} elections

for the Assefat llanivharim it received 13,168 votes or 9% of the total.

Its leaders include 1. Tabenkin and Aaron Zisling, now linister of

Agriculture in the 1GI.

In April 19L6, Achdut Avoda merged with Poale Zion Smol to form
the iiefleget Achdut Avoda, although (as in the mergers of other Jewish
parties) it retained its own party organization. In the 19L6 elections
to the General Zionist Congress, the first in which it participated,
Mefleget Achdut Avoda polled 2k,3L6 or 12% of the votes. After the
visit of two of its members to Loscow in February 1948, thlS party
merged with the Hashorer Hatzair to form MAPAM.

¢. The second party in l1APAL, Hashomer Hatzair (Young Guard),
is a doctrinaire revolutionary socialist party. It is nore leftist
than either MAPAI or Acndut Avuda in that it places greater :tress
on c¢lass cunsciousness and is anti-capitalist. [Hashomer latzair has
been affil’ated witn the %orld Zionist Organization, joining its fight
for unrestricted immigration and Jewish Agency control over im:igration
and colonization, lashomer Hatzair differed from the other Zionist
parties in advocating a bi-national independent state of Palestine. It
urged political parity between Arabs and Jews and an Arab-Jewish trade
union, in line with its pure socialist doctrine, which visualized the
toiling masses of both races uniting togetiher against the Arab "Fffendis®
and Jewish capitalists, After tne November 1947 UN decision to partition
Palestine, llashoner llatzair abandoned its bi-national stand and rallied
enthusiastically to the Zionist cause. Up until borld War IJ Hashomer
Hatzair was connected with the International Bureau of Revolutionary
Socialism and nad close ties with tne former British Independent Labor
Party. Since 19L2 Hashomer latzair has advocated close ties with the
Soviet Unim.

The party's main strength is from the 6,000 members of the
Kiboutz Artzi, a federation of Hashomer Hatzair agricultural settle-
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ments, although in 1944 it also had 1,500 members outside these com-
mural settlements. In the 19Lh Assefat Hanivharim elections the
Hoshomer Uatzair and tne PFoale Zion Smel combined in a "Left Front®
which received 21,773 votes or 12.4% of the total.

In February 1946, Hashomer Hatzair merged with the Sccialist
Leggue. Their combined nropgram deranded both the holding of elections
at regular intervals for the general assesbly of the Jewish community
and greater varticipation in the aduinistration of the Vaad Leumi,
whose policy they believed siould be deternined by the labor parties
and derocratic and progressive groups. They also consider that the
freedom of the Jewish workers to wage a class struggle is wital to
Zionism, and they bellieve that any idevlogies whichh include the con=-
cent of arbitration or curtailment of the right to strike are not only
anti-socialist but anti-Yionist.

The 2,000 workers of the Socialist League plus 500 former
nembers of tne tYashomer Hdatzair Youth wovement brought total adult
membership of the Hashomer Hatzair up to £,500 in 1946. Its news-
paper, Mishmar, was the third most widely circulated in Palestine.

In l?ﬁérﬁﬁgmﬁirty‘came out against terrorism and was reported to be
trying to gain strength in rural areas. In July 1946 there was a
reorganization of the political executive. Sections were designated
for cooperation witn the USSR, the V-League (Friendship for Soviet
hussia), and the Arabs. A member of tnis political executive (Oren)
was renorted to have ygone tu a conference at the Soviet Embassy in
London in leptember, where he promised that the [ashomer Hatzair would
work to make the Yishuv (the Jewish conmunity in Palestine) vanguard
against Anglo-American influence in the Middle Fast. In the Yctober
1946 elections for the World Zionist Congress, Hashomer Hatzair polled
23,94l votes or 12% of the total. Leaders include kordecai Bentov,
wio is Minister of Works and Buildings in the PGI, M. Ymari, and

V. Hasan. :

during the fall of 1947 negotiations were in progress in
Palestine and abroad, particularly in Poland, for a union of all
pro-Soviet left-wing groups in the Jewish Agency to « unterbslance
wAPAI's "dictatorship" and to opvose tiae "fascism” of the lrgun-
Revisionist bloc. Such pro-Soviet institutions as the Society for
Israeli-Suviet Friendship, (the former V-League) the “oviet section
of the Pan Slav Union, and the satellite consulates lent encouragement.
By January 1948, Achdut Awda-Foale Zion Smol's fear of being
swallowed up by the better organized communities of lashomer Hatzair
was assuaged, and these three parties united to form MAPAL. In the
1946 elections to the Histadruth the parties combined in JAPAM
received 25% of the vote as opposed to 35% received by MAPAT,

d. The third of the triumvirate, the Poale Zion Smol (left
Torkers of Zion), is at the exitreme left of the Zionist socislist
parties in Palestine. Its socialism is sinilal to that of the
third {#oscow) International, but the party's nunerous attempts to
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gain acceptance therein were rejected by the tomintern on the
grounds that Foale Zion Smel was basically a Zionist movement. In
soite of tnese rebuffs the pariy reportedly kept in constant touch
with the Comintern and maintained through such pro-Soviet organi-
zations as the lLeague for lsraeli-Soviet Friendship, close liaison
with koscow, Poale Zion Smol has been cprosed to the partition of
Palestine and favors unlimi4ed imigration and the adoption of
Yiddish as the national language. Poal Zion Smol receives rost of
its support from the urban industrial workers. It polled about
3,000 votes in the last Aistadruth election.
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Parties of ‘he Right.

a. To the extreme right in Israell politics stand the
United Revisionist Party and the Tenuat llacherut, the Irgun Zval
Leumi's ne— Freedom Party. These parties are true oomosition
marties, for they are not represented in the nresent coalition
Cabinet and eontinue to imveigh against the PGI's acceptance of
the principle of nartition. Although the patha of these two
grouns diverged for many years, both grours stem from Vladimir
Jabntinsky's Zionist Revisionist Party and its para-military
youth organization. Jabotinsky, an ardent Polish Zionist who
founded the Judean "egiment in Jorld .Jar I and the first Jewish
defense orgunization apainst the arabs, was elected a member. of
the Zionist ¥xecutive in 1921 hut resigned in 1925 to create his
own party in violent onnosition to the general Zioniat trend of
that time. Jabotinsky demanded a Jewish stcte in Palestine, a
Jewish army, snd the mass immigration of the doomed Central
Furopean Jews. Ilis party wanted Palestine to be settled by
small canitalists and middle-class colonizers instead of socialists
on collective farms, and it demanded a Testern orientation and the
1stinization of the Hebrew alphabet in order to bresk down the
barriers between Judaism and the ‘est. From 1935 to 1946 the
Revisionists were out of the “orld Zionist Organization and had
their own New Zionist Organization, which criticlsed the Zionist
majority for its moderate a wroach. Although svmpathetic to the
Biltrore Program, the varty did not subscribe to it bhecause of
fear that Dr. ‘eizmann and the Jewish Agency -mmld not fight serious-
ly for its total realizationm,

b, In March 1946 the Zionist Revislonist Party reunited with
the Jewish 3tate Party (the revisionist groun which stayed in the
Yorld Zionist Organization) to form the United Revisionist Party
in order to taeke nmart in the October elections to the jorld Zionist
Congress. In these elections the party won 26,964 votes or 14% of
the total (next highest to MAPAI’s 35%) and semt 11 delegates to
the conference. .

Althouzh the Revisionists have always onnnged the moderate
methods of the majority of Zionists, most of their original aims
have graduslly become realitles. The economlc and social ideals
of the party, however, are completely at odds with the forces of
Messianic socialism which reign in Israel today with the result
that the oarty has become less and less vosltive in aim and de=
votes itself largely to bitter criticism of those in power. The
Revisionists have an anti-soclalist labor union, which has little
influence, and an active and vocal youth organizetion (Brit Trum-
peldor, or Betar),
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The nresent nrogram of the narty c:1ls for the gradual trans-
formation of Palestine and Transjordan into a Jewish Commonwealth
through the establishment of a Jewish M:jority in the whole area. It
plans to onen the country on both sides of the Jordan to mass immie
gration, create a land reserve for agricultural settlement, and intro-
duce a state fiseal system to facilitate the economic absorntion of
immigrents, 7hile lraving the colonization itself to ~rivate initiative.
The Revislonists arc bitterly opnosed to the Histadruth and reject the
theory of the class struggle, ovnose labor's right to strike, and be-
lieve in compulsory national labor arbitration.

In 1946 the Revisionists were estimated to mumber from 6,000
to 8,000. A4s a result of their long exclusion from Zionist councils,
‘they have lost touch with present economic and political realities in
Israel. Thelr former laissez faire program has gradually given way
to a policy of indiserimimately end vitriolically attacking svery-
thing connected with the left. This nolicy automatically sets the

"Revisionists apart from the 43% of the population in the Histadruth as
well as any others connected with the labor narties. The United
Revislonist Party alone would be of negligible importance, but with
the more dynamic Tenuat Hacherut it c+n form an oprosition party of
some influence. :

¢. Tenuat Hacherut is the party by which Menachim Beigin, former
leader of the Irgun Zvai Leumi, expects to win the "freedom of all Pales-
tine" by volitical, as opposed to terrorist, means. Like the Revision~
ists, this party includes Transjordan in its definition of "Palestine,"
The Irgun Zval Leumi was formed in 1935 by dissident members of Hagana
under Jabotinsky. Irgun's aims were those of the Zionist Revisionist
Party. However, its methods of robbery, terrorlsm, torture, and bomb-
ings, which were directed againat the British to foree their withdirawal
from Palestine, were not acceptable to the Revisionists. . By 15 Ry
1948, when the British did withdraw, the Irgun numbered some 15,000
trained, armed, famatical natiomalists, accustomed to violence and hav-
ing the outlawes contempt for authority. The danger of huving so large
an independent armed force within the country was fully realized by the
PGI, and a stern ultimetum (plus threats of force) "persuaded" the
Irgun to disband and enlist as individusls in the Israeli Army. Tenuat
Hacherut was formed as soon as Irgun was disbanded.

At its first convention in November 1948, the party declared
that, if it came to power, 1t would anmil the PGI*s consent to the
partition of Palestine. It claimed that the PGI had no ripht to agree

. to a reduction of Israel's territory or sovereignty and criticized the
PGI's "UN orientation.®” The convention also demanded the immediate
declaration of war against the Arab states, warned against a separate
peace with King Abdullah, and advocated the evacuation of Jews from
Arab countries and the conferring of Israell citizenship on Jews the
world over. It criticized the perpetuation of the British Emergency
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Regulations and demanded the release or immediate civil trial of
political detainees in Isrmel. :

Tenuat Hacherut's internal policy calls for a democratie govern~
ment with proportional representation, including memters from Christian
and Moslem minorities, and an economy based on private capital and free
enterprise. The narty opposes government backing of private industries,
such as the Histadruth-controlled building industry. Although allowing
the existence of a legal Communist party, Temuat Hacherut would exclude
Communists from the Cabinet and the Executive Council,

In fox;eign relations, Temuat Hacherut would prefer US to Sovist
supoort, but it critizes the present govermment for not having sought
greater material aid from the USSR during the war with the irabs.

Temwat Hacherut, vhich considers itself the main opposition
party, 1s highly eritical of MAPAI's monopelistic and dictatorial tend-
encies and demands an immediate free election, ‘vhich 1t claims it wild
win, Altman, head of the United Revisionist Party, last June esti-
mated that Temuat Hacherut has 20,000 members. Hacherut leaders now
claim 60,000 potential sunporters from the United Revisionist Party,
the right wing of the General Zionist Party, and the Mizrachi party,
If this claim is accurate, the combinmation is & powerful religious~
rightist ownosition in Isrsel, It is unlikely, in viev of MAPAIYs
present volitical and military control combined with the emormcus eco-
nomic no7er of the soclalist parties, that such a coalition will win in
the electiona. By depriving MAPAI of center support, however, it uight
foree MAPAL to seek the close cooperation of MAPAM, thereby
Israel toward a more socialist and more pro-Soviet nolicy. In their
recent estluates, Goldman and the Press Club agree thet the Temuat
Hacherut-Revisionist bloc will get anproximately 15% of the vote,

There have been reports that if Temuat Hacherut fails to win in the
elections, the Irgun members, who allegedly still form an independent
nilitsry group, even though Incorporated into the Iaraeli Army, will
attempt to teke over the country by & bloodless coup d'etat immediately
after the election, _

’
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5. Religious Parties,

a. According to tne most rccent estirmates, the religious parties
in Terael will get about 20% of the vote in tae 25 Jenuary elections.
Consequently, they constitute a significant bloc in Israel s body rolitics,

b. lizrachi (Spiritual Center) is an ortnodox religious rarty waich
ains at instilling the religious and traditionalist spirit of the Torah
into all Jewish activities in Palestine. Its slo.an is "The “epple of
Icrael, in tae lana of Israel, according to tae religion of Israel," and
it defines Israel as stretching from the Nile to the Fuphrates., Althougn
‘izrachl was long violently opposed to the UN Partition Plan, it accevted
partition eventually as a terporary cxnedient for the relief of Eurogean
Jews. :

Mizracai is affiliated with the Vorld Ziorist Organization and as
adopted the Biltmore l'rogran. Iht also exists as an indevendent organization
with an executive in Jerusalenm and branches taroughout tie world. izrachi
organigzed the Rrbbinate to unify rabbinical affairs for all of Palectine.

The part; has a separate ort.icdox religious educational svsten under the
Vaad Leumi and a youth organization to ;ive training in Jewisa religious
ideoloygy and national culture. The ‘igrachi publications -are the daily
Hashofeh and the montinly Ghazon,

After tne workers of fizrachi split off to form the Hapoal Harmizrachi,
dizrachi had to form its own labor exchange which later joined the General
Labor Fxcaan.e in Tel Aviv., ‘Hzrachi's econoric activitiecs include a free
loan fund, a credit and savin_.s fund, and housing projects.

Most religious Zionists belon: to ‘fizrachi, whica is largely middle class,
or to Hapoal Hamizrachi, 1ts workers' narty. Altaough tne two varties cooverate
closely in religious and cultural matters, they occasionally differ on
economic and political issues. 1In tae 19Lh elections to the Assefat
Hanivharir, ‘izrachi polled 7,772 votes or L% of the total. In the October .
1946 elections for delegates to the "orld Zionist Congress, it received
5,238 votes, again L of thc total., ‘fizrachi is representated on the
Jewish Acency Fxecutive, in Vaad Leuwni, and in tne PGl. Its representative
in tae present Cabinet is Rebbi Fishman, ‘tinister of Religious Affairs and
War Victins.

During tne period before the UN Partition desolution, the Mizrachi Party
was aligned wita the Revisionists in violent opnosition o the nlan. In the
recent Council of State meeting which was called to consider anti-terrorist
measures after the assassination of Count Bemadotte, the lizrachi : e bers
again joined the Revisionists in opposition to the PGI's severe measures
against terrorism, and at present Tenuat Hacherut leaders are clainming
Hzrachi support for their party in the comin; election. Hovever, .\izrachi

enjoys considerable power in tiae present cabinet over the religious, cultural,
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and social life of tne state, and would probably sunnort another SAPAT-
led government if it were assured of the sane favored vorsition.

¢, Hapoal Hawizracii (Workers of the Spiritual Center), formerly the
workerst section of flzracni, advocates the establisiment of a Jewish state in
Palestine based on the "Torah and Labor." It snares the mationalistic views of
MAFAI, accepted the Biltmore Yrograr, and ig affiliated wita the World Ziornist
Organization. Hapoal Marizracai's domestic aims, wiaich are based orimarily
on religion and not on ceonomics, arc Lhe consslidation of Jewish labor in
Palestinz, the irprovement of tie material and spiritual conditions of its
uembers, and the Strengthening of religious feelin: avon;: the workers of
Palestine. As vractical mcans to tuis end the party oryanizes collective and
small uolders: settlemcnts, installs ritual kitciens and hostels, and sets
up loan funds and trade and vocational gcnools. It i= also interested in
proroting Jewisa culture, the llebrew lan;mage, and ,eneral education. Havoal
Harmizracal has its own labor excian es, contrg:ting offices, and a labor
union outside tne "istadruth.

Hapoal Harizrachi recognizes tue discipline of the Toran as tae hasis of
everyday life and Lelieves that the full realization of tne Toran can be
brought about in Palestine only under a labor regime. It belicves that the
.Zionist moverent and the institutions of Israel should be directed by a
coaiition of all ;roups in Ierael along tne lincs of religious and national
interests, and that there should be national arbitration of labor Jdisputes.

The support of tais party sones fron the religious agricultural workers:
settlements and the ortiodox Zionist workers in tae towns, Its morbersnip is
estimated to be from 10,000 to 12,000. In the 19LL elections for the Assefat
Haniviarim, it received 19,372 votes or 10%Z of the total, and in tne 1946
elections it polled 19,176 votes, again approximately 10% of +u total.

Hapoal Harizracni nas a youth organization, Bnei Akiba, and puliches a daily
paper, Hatzofeh, and a fortnightly, Netiva, The party librar;, Torah ve Avoda,
publishes books frem time to time on the Torld Torah and Labor “isvenent.

Hapoal Hamizracni is representated in the PGI Cabinet by M. Shapiro, the
Minister of Immi,ration. :

Haooal Harizracii is an offshoot of the izrachi (althou. i by now almost
three timns ac strong) and generally cooperates wita it on reli,icus and
cultural iersucs, Hapoal Hemizracni is more inclined tnan is izracini to

cooperate with other groups;. such as the Histadruth, on politi-al and econoric
issues. It is orobable that Hapoal Hamizracui will continue to supvort APAIL.
Its views on both economic and national problems are too noderate to uake
likely an alignment with either lcft or ri at extrenes. The fact that M.
Shapiro nas the very important gost of .iinister of Imri, ration in the PGI
‘Cabinet is indicative of APAIts confidence in the party.

d. Agudath Israel (Association of Israel) is an extrere ortiodox non-
Zionist group., It favors the cstablisnment of a Jewish state in Palestine but
believes that such will be accomplished by God in ais own time in accordance
with the Bible. 1t wants tie Jews to be organized on religious lines only and

is tacrefore lostile to the national princivles of Zionism. Agudath Israel,
hewever, has cone around to trSEgBEI:; supporting the Zionists in the matter
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Agudath Israel membership, wiich is var: ously ectimated at
30,000-50,000, consists mostly of religious officials wiose farilies
nave lived for generations in Jerusalem, Tiberias, and Cafad. It is
part of a world organization, the Vorld Central Agudath Israel. In
Palestine, where Agudath Israel is outside the official Jewish commun-
ity, it frequently supports the Vaad Leumi in national and external
affairs while differing from it in religious matters.

i
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6. Center Parties.

&. Histadut Zionim Malim (General Zionist Parvy) is a center party
«.ich champions the building of the Jewish national home on Zionist
orinciples unadulterated by sectional interests or party idevlogy.
Standing for Zionist unity above all, it is oppesed to theories of
clafs warfare or o any ideciogy leading to seperatist tendencies
within Zionism. Hence, it condemns the present system of allocating
Israeli immigration certificates along varty lines, Internally it
advocates an all-embracing labor organization which will be truly
general and non-politiecal. It has its cwn organization, Haoved Hazioni,
to provide employment for workers who are unwilling to subscribe to
the Histadruth‘s sccialist principles. The varty considers itself the
standard-bearer of private enterprise and favors the restriction of the
powers of moncpolistic trusts. It advocates such social legislation
as health insurance, old-age vensions, and free, politically unbiased
education, Historically, the leaders of the General Zionists have
looked to the Vestern Powers for support, although at nresent, like
1ost other Israeli leaders, they hope for a "reai, free, honest neutrality®
between East and vest, _

The General Zionist Party represents mainly middle class interests,
skilled craftsmen, petty traders, and small farmers, For a time the
party was spiit into two groups, General Zionists A standing to the left
of General Zionists B. The latter drew their main suwoport from industral-
ists and merchants, the Landlordsi Association, the Farmers’ Federa-
tion, and the Manufacturers’ Association, The two groups merged into
the Genersl Zionist Party to win 7,616 votes or 4% of the total in the
October 1946 elections to the World Zionist Congress.

Mumerically the General Zionists are weak, (oniy about 373
of the population,}and have been losing strength. Yet they have two
members in the Cabinet and seven out of 38 seats on the Council of State
{second only to MAPAI). This situation is due partly to the financial
pover of the party in Palestine and abroad but mostly to the stature
of its leaders and their importance in world Zionism. Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, the President of Israel, and or. Stephen Wise, Or. Silver,
and Professors Brodetsky and Nahum Goidman of the Jewish Agency Fxecu~
tive are all General Zionists, as are lsaac Greenbaum, the PGI Minister
of Home Affairs, and FPiedrick Bernstein; the Minister of Industry and
Supplies. However, the old libersl tradition of & united non=partisgn
Zionist cause is dying out as the realities of party nolitics take hold
in the new state. The General Zionists and their offshoot, the Progres~
size Party, are not expected to vet more than 54 to 74 of the January
.vote.

b. The Progressive Party represents Nahum Coldman's effort to
combine certain elements of the General Z2ionists, the General Zionist
workers (Haoved Hazionj,and the Aliya Hadasha into a single niddle-
Class; progressive party. Leaders include Yitzhaq Gruenbaum, Moshe

16
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¥oledny of the Hacved Hazioni, Felix Hosenbleuth of Aliya Hadasha, and
L». Garanovsky, present. chairman of the Ceneral Zionict Party. The
program of the party is not yet known. It will probably be oro-British
in its foreign alignment. In Septenber, Goldman believed that his varty
would get 153 of the votes. His December estimate .ave only 17% to

all the center parties. The Press Club in Tel Aviv estimates 5% to 7%
of the totel for the General Zionists and 5% to 8% for the Aliya
Hadasha. .

¢. Aliya Hadasha (New Irmigration) was founded in 1942 by immigrants
from Germany and other Central Furopean countries to represent them in
the public institutions of the Yishuv., It stands for Jewish immigration
to Palestine on tne largest possible scale and emphasizes practical
preparations for the absorption of new irmigrants. The uarty is a member
of the Yorld Zionist Organization but did not subscribe to the Biltmore
Prograr. In the past Aliya Hadasha leaders have been critical of the
Jewish Agency for not demanding the irmmediate admission of 100, 000
refugees and for not being willing to cooperate in an Arab-~Jewish~
British settlement witain the framework of tue British Empire. These
leaders; however, disagreed among the:selves on whether to plump for
a continuation of the Mandate with greater imnigration facilities or
for partition along the lines of the Peel Report. The party believes
in equal status for Arabs and Jews and is inclined to take a more
moderate pesition than MAPAL in international affairs.

The parly includes all classes but galns its major support from
a distinctive group of agricultural middle clags-settlements, of German
professional-class origin, which are based on the doctrine of individual
preperty plus com:lete cooperation in marketing, supply, and communal
affairs. The party has its own labor group, which forms a special -
section, the Aliya Hadasha Ovedet, in the Histadruth, IDr. F., Rosenblueth
Minister of Justice in the PGI, was a party leader until he Joined the
Progressive Party; Dr. G. Landauer is prominent in party affairs., It
publishes weekly two papers: Mitteilungsblatt {in German) and Amudin
{(in Hebrew). 1In the 194k elecIions Lo 1he Assefat Hanivharim, Kliya
Hadasha received 21,383 votes or 10.7% of the total, thereby securing
second place to MAPAI. In 1946 the varty had over 10,000 registered
members, and in the October elections it polled 12,055 votes or 6 of
the total. The party is expected to get 5% to 8¢ of the votes in the
January elections,

9
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7. Cornunist Parties

-On 12 Decemher 1943 the Isrmeli Communist Party (o coalition
of the Jewish Palestine Communist Party and the arab League of National
Liberation) merged with the small Hebrew Communist Party (numbering
between 700 snd 300) to nresent a combined 1list in the coming eleetions.
These narties, which are generally estirated te have a total of only
<,300 members, will have very little influence on the elections. A
British estimnte o total Communist stremgth in Israel is 9,000 (6,000
in the Palestine Communist Party and 3,000 in the Hebrew Communist
Party)? hich is only 1.5% of the nonmulztion. Communint parties polled
3,948 votes, or 2% of the total in the 194/ Assefat Henivharim elections.

The Communist parties have been relatively unsuce:ssful
among Paleatinian Jews becsuse of the basie ldeclogical confliet between
Conmunism an? "bourgeols nstionalist® Zionism and beczuse the Communist
line in ®alestine has been one of onnosition to the establishment of a

~Jewish state, The Communists ealled for the ajection of the imnorial-
ist British and the establishment of one inderendent, democratiec Jewishe
Arab state in Palestine. Although by May 1945 the Palestine Communist
Party had nledeed it=elf to fight for the abolition of the 1939 tite
Paner and Tor the free develowment of the Jewish mational home, it was
not until Gromyko had reluctantly accented partitionm in the UN in May
1947 that the varty switched over to summort of a Jewish state,

The Israeli Communist Party is no longer illegal, and its
members are now admitted to the Histadruth. Its leaders include Samuel
Mikunis, l'eir Slonim, Tether 1likenska, and lieir 7ilner. Although
there is no Communist in the TGI Cabinet, Samuel Mikunis i3 a member of
the nrovision=1 Councll of State: '

The Isracli Conmuni-t Party is aware of ilts own 7eakness and
expects to achleve little political suceess on its own. At present it
is following the "Peonles Front" pattern by calling for a National
Demoeratic Front of the Israeli Communict Party and MAPAM to lead the
"forces of neace” against the imncrialist war mongers. This concept
a8 dealt a severe hlow by MAPAM!'s recent refusal to rresent combined
electoral lists vith the Israeli Comrunist Party on the grounds that
the latter was more Communist thuan nationalist. In spite of the gen-
eral sympathy for the USSR now current in Israel because of the Czech
ald, the Soviet stand in the UN, and the arrival of a number of Com-
munists among recent immigrants, the Communist Party is unlikely to
gein more than 3% to 5% of the January vote. Cormunist vacillation
over partition 7ill long he resented by militant Zionists, und Tsraell
leaders of all parties are aware that essential US financial and moral
suvmort would rrobably dry un if Israel turned Communist,
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3. LIY¥s Lormel Heirut Yisrmel (Fighters for the Freedom of Israei)

The jtern Gang terrorist organization, which was outlawed
last Sentember after the assassination of Count Bernadotte, now con-
siders itself a legal nolitical party, the IHY, This group, which in
September numbered ov:r 1,000 carefully trained, armed, and disciplined
terrorists, is violently natioralist and conpletely onmortunist. During
Morld Jar II it collaborated with the Italians for a vwromise of nolitieal
control in Palestine if the ixis took over the country. It is now be-
iieved to be accenting Soviet aid and financial assistance on similar
terms, It is remorted that the itern Gang is in touch 7ith Noscow via
the 3oviet Lepation in Damascus and that 1t receives direct instructions
via Radioc Moscow. Stern Gang nronaganda adheres consistently to the
Communi«t line, stressing anti-immerialism and the elimination of any
outside {i.e., British or imerican) influence in Isrsel. Stern Gang
leaders deny thut IHY is Communist or Communist motivated. They state
that their sole objective is the establishment of a Jevish state in
tretz Isresel (Palestine and Transjordan) and that they are nro-Soviet
because the USSR has been consistent in its backlng of Israel and does
not want bases in Yalestine as do the ‘estern povers.

As a political party IHY is unlikely to be of any importance
in the coming elections. Mout of its members are in the army, in jail,
or underground. Althoush IHY stemmed from the Irgun, it has drifted
far from Irgun excent in nationalist aims. Its vague economic nrogram
is leftist and includes nlans for the nationalization of benking and
essential industries. It ecalls for large communal settlemcnts in the
Negeb anc other desert regions. Should the elections result in another

-eoalition govermment, LHY states it will join MAPAM in oonositicn to

" MAPAI, which it considers anti-labor and a slave to Jestern imperial-
ism, Althoush IMY is at nresent following the same tack as the Commun~-
ists, it refuses to join forces with them because it fears that they
might repudiate the .ionist cause if ordered to do so ly Moscow.
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g. Other Groupa.

Other smaller organizationms which take part in Palestine pelitical
activities are such "common-origin®groups as the Revresentation of
Polish Jewry, the Association of Yemenite Jews, the Representation of
Sephardic Jews, the Organization of Central Furopean Jews, and the
Sons of Yishuv. The Yemenite Jews won 6 out of 171 seats in the Assefat
Hanivharim elections of 9Lk and are expected to win 2% of the January
vate. The Sephardic Jews are represented in the present (abinet by
the Hinister of Police, 3enor Snitreet, and will prohably receive
about 5% of the January vote. Seymour Cochen reports in the September
issue of the New Palestine Newsvaver that the Maccabi (a youth sports

orpanization), Mliya Hadasha, and a portion of the Sephardim have joined

politically witn the General Zionists.

=20--
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Achdut Avoda

Agudath lsrael

Aliya Hadasha

Aszofat Hanivharim

Biltmore Progran

Brit Trumveldor

General Zionist Party

Haoved Hazioni

Hapoal Hamizrachi

Hashomer Hatzair

Rebrew Communist Party

Histadruth

Histadut Zionim Malim

Irgun Zvai leumi

GLOSSARY

"Yovement for Unity Labor." A socialist party,
now amalygamated with MAPAM,

"Association of lsrael.™ The organization
of ultra-orthodox Jews in Palestine and abroad.

"New Immigration.” A center party composed
mostly of recent middle-class German and
Central Eurcpean immigrants.

"Elected Assemblyaﬁ The central democratically
elected body of the Jewish Cormunity in
Palestine,

Resolutions of a conference of American
Zionists in 1942 for the imnmediate establish-
ment of a Jewish comnonwealth in Palestine
with unlimited Jewish immigration and settle-
ment under Jewish Agency control. Later
adhered to by the Inner Council of the World
Zionist Organization and the majority of
Jewish political pnarties.

Revisioniet youth movement.
Center Zionist party.
Labor organization of the General Zionist Party.

"Mizrachi Werkers.”" JFor a Jewish state in
Palestine based on religion and labor.

One of the tiree left-wing parties forming |
MAPAM, ‘

Jewish Communist Party which advocates a
Jewish state in Palestine.

General Federation of Jewish labor. The
labor organization of the socialist parties
(92% MAPAL - MAPAM),

General Zionist Party.

1ZL, "National Military Organization." A
terrorist group advocating a Jewish state in
Palestine and Transjordan. Now disbanded and

-
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absorbed into Hagana. 1ts former leaders
have established the nolitical party Tenuat
Hacherut.,

United Arab-Jewish Communict Party combining
the Jewish Palestine Cormunist Party and the
Arab League of National ILiberation.

* Jewisa Agency for Palestine The authoritative body representing Zionists

Jewish State Party

Kibbutz

Kibbutz Artzi

Kibbutz Meuchad

Maccabi

MAPAL

MAPAN

Mizrachi

Palestine Communist Party

and non-Zionists in all matters affecting
the establistiment of a Jewish National Home
in Palestine.

Branch of the Hevisionist Party which remaindd
in the Vlorld Zionist Organization.

nCollective,” as applied to communal settle-
ments in Palestine.

»palestine Group." A federation of Hashomer
Hatzair communal settlements.

"The United Group." A federation of settle-
ments, considered the radical wing in the
Jawish labor movement.

lormei Herut Yisreal - or "Fighters for Free
dom of Israel.” The political party of the
ctern Gang.

A Jewish youti and sports corganization.

Nifleget Poale Eretz JIsrael, The Palestine
Labor Party. The Zionist moderate socialist
party which controls the present coalition
government. .

Iiflaga ha-Poalim ha-Meuchedet. United Labor
(Workers) Party. A Zionist socialist party
composed of 3 left-wing varties: Achdut
Avoda, Poale Zion Smol, and Hashomer Hatzair.

An orthodox relipious nolitical party which
stands for establishing a Jewish state in
Falestine in accordance witn the Torah.

The Jewish Communist »arty in Palestine. Now
united witn the ¢trab League of National Libera-
tion in the Israeli Communist Party.
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Poale Zion Suol

Progressive Party

Revisionist Party

Sephardl

Stern Gang

Tenuat Hacierut

tnited devisiuonist Party

Vaad Leuri

Viorld Zionist Organization

Yishuv

"Left Workers of Zion.™ A radical 2Zionist
socialist party now in CArQALLL

Tie new center, riiddle-class party of Nahum
’ . -
Goldnarn.

Ri, it wing party waich deranas a Jewish state
including all of ralestine an” Transjiordan.

A descendant of tie former Jews of fpain and
Portugal. Loosely applicrd te all Oriental Jews
fro.. Arabic countries. ‘

Small group of terrorist extremists. MNow
outlawed. Consider thenselves a volitical
party, LY.

The p.litical party of the ri ht-wing extrerists,
Trpun Zvai Leuni.

A reunion of tie Fvisionist Part; and the
Jewish State Portr, -

“General Council.” The executive council of
the Assefat Hanivharim.

WZ0, the international Zionist body, is divided
into federations of waica eaca is, as a rule, co-
extensive wit1 the boundarics of a state. Me-ber-
shin in VZ0 is acquired by the annual nayment of a
shekel which also gives *he rignt to vote (to
anyone over 18) for delegates to tie World Zionist
Con ress, wilc1 is the suprene Legislative hody of
tie VWZ0, ‘

Jewishh community in Prlestine.
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