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THE TACTICS OF THE BURMA COMMUNIST PARTY AND THEIR
RELATION TO THE DOCTRINES OF WORLD COMMUNISM

Istreduction

In sndeavouring to understand the behavior of Cammunists
and Communist Parties there is one factor that must be conatantly
borns in mind, Cormmunists belleve that in the writings and sayings
of the great Communist leaders they have the explanation for all
events In human histoxy and the anawers to all problems. When-
sver they are faced with a new situation or a difficult declsion they
tarn to the Communist Scriptures for guldance as to thelr course
of action. They may sometimes etreich these doctrinas pretiy
mach out of shape to Justify a declsion which they bellove desir-
sble, but the doctrinal basis must be there, no matter how distorted.

While the overall alms of Communism, whether worldwide or
n & siagle country, remaln unchanged--that is, revolution, seimure
of power, the dictatorship of the proletariat, and so on--the tactics
to ba fallowed at any particular historical mement must vary widely,
Communist wrilers again and again bave styessed the necessity of
flexibility; to advance and retrest, to take thres steps forward and
twe steps back, to shift from one form of struggle to another as the
situstion changes, but never to lose sight of the fundamental objec~
tives. Az Lenin once sald: _

“It Is our duty as Communists to master all forms,

to learn how to supploment with the meximum rapldity
ons fovm for apother and to adapt our tactics to svary
change that {9 called forth by somaething other than our
class or our efforts.” V.I. Lenin, "Left Wing Com-
wmnlsm, ¥ Selected Works, Vol X, p. 147.

Lanin's suceossor as the fountainhead of Communist wisdom,
wrote simllarly:

"« + . in & given phase of the revolutlon, tactics can
changs repeatedly, according as the revolutionary tide
ls wibing or flowing, according as the revolutionary
movamant Is advancing or receding. " J.V. Stalln,
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A more recent staternent from an authoritative Comrmunist

writer indicates that Communist doctrine on this point has not

undergone any significant changes.

"For the duration of each strategic stage of the revol~
utlonary struggle tactics can change many times. The
libaration struggle cannot develop in the form of an
wninterruptedly rizing wave; It develops in flows and
ebbs, attacks and retreats, These changea must also
bs considered by the tactics of the revolutionary prole-
tariat; its most important task ls the definltion of ways
and means, forms and mathods of struggle which mest
of all correapond to the given situation and most truly
prepare sirategic suecess. " N.V, Tropkin, "On The
Foundations of the Strategy and Tactics of Leninlsm,"
Moscow, 1955

No one can ever accuse the Burmess Comymuniste of having
asglected thie aspect of thelr doctrine. As anyone who has followed
the twinte and turna of Burmas Comrunlet Party tactics since 1947
can tostify, in this reapect Thakin Than Tun has learned his Marcicin-
Laminism well.

It is the purpose of this article to show, by quoting from the
Comuvmnist ciassics, how sach and every important decislon and
changs of tactics by the Burma Communist Party can be axplained
on the basis of the mester doctrine laid down by the theoreticlans
of international Cormmunlsm.

unigm After World War I

With the end of the war and the expulsion of the Japanese frem
Burma, one of the principal problems faced by the Burmese was
the question of the attitude to be adopted towards the returning
Britlsh. All factions, Communists, Independents such as Aung
Ban and U Nu, Soclalist leaders and armymen such as Ne Win were
agreed on one thing--the reestablishment of the prewar Dritish
colonial governmant was not to be permitted. When the British
effsred 3 plan which promissd Independence through peaceful ne-
gotintlon and agreemant, all except the Commmunists felt that it
woald be a good thing to try it. Certainly Uf independence could be
achleved without adding the effects of another resistance struggle
to the devastation of the war, thla wauld be n!.t to the good. X the Bri-

romiua turned out to be d be time to take up
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But the Communists refused to accept aay such policy. They
insisted that the British offer was a sham, they demanded that it be
refused and urged an Immediate armed struggle sgainst the British.
When they were unahble to force the AFPFL to adopt thelr ldeas,
they withdrew and began the insurrection.

Thls otharwise pussling policy bacomes easy to understand when
we look at soms of the basic Comumuniet doctrine on revolutions. No
good Comumunist resily belleves that the revolution against caplitallem
apd imperialism can ever be achleved without the use of force, or,
as U Nu has sald, the "cult of the gun.” Communists mhy sometimes
endsavour to persuade the world But they have changed and are pre~
phred o sosk thelr goals through peaceful means, but this is almply
sn exnrnple of the Aexibility of thelr tactics-<they do not really mean
5. Here is what some of the Communist masters have had to say
about revolutions.

“"But there can be no revolution without & civil war.

Or 4o they believe that in other more advanced countries
a Socialist revolution will take place without civil wars?

s+ » + 1 Is ouly through civll war and the iron dictatorship
of the proletariat that Sociallsm can be attalned, Such
is the programme of the Communiasts.” Bukharin, Pro-
rpos of 8 World Revelution, 1920. p. 95.

"The sabstitution of the proletarian state for the bourgsois
state 15 Impossible without a viclent revalution.” V.L

Lenin, The State and Revolution, Selected Works, Vol.
Yo, p. 2. -

"Lenin Is perfectly right when he says 'the Proletarian
revalution camnot take place without the forcible destruce
tiom of the bourgeois State machine!® J, V, Stalin, Problems
of Leninises. o

"Laninism teaches that no great revolution in hlstory
sucensded without armed uprising and civii wars. "
Pafinltion of revolution, Russian F " _

“jfarnism- Leninlsm teaches that the viclent overthrow

of the domination of the exploiting class is & general law

of e Bocialist reveintion. ™ P.Fedoseav, “The Marxist
of Classes znd Class Struggle', tn Bolshevik, '
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“Revolution is the violent overthrow of one class by anothar. "
mt‘wm Salscted Works, Vol. 1, p. 8.

“kmlmtm ta the sohlng of problems by war". Mao
d T i J..,é 701. IL P- 5950

It should be plain frem the above statements what 3 Communiat
renlly zosans whan be talke adout revolution, however much he may
scepatimes pretend he Is talking about a “peaceful’ revolution. It

- whould aleo be plain why Thakin Than Tur and his followers, as
good Compmnlats, could not possibly accept revolution which ended
British imperialist rule without bloodshed. This would have bean a
violation of ons of thelr most fundamental doctrines.

‘While it i3 true as we have seen above that the Communist belleves
that it saiet come to armed struggle in the end, at certaln times the
Compnunist movernent adopts ofher tactics. Armed struggle lo to be
resorted to only when what Commaunists call the “revolutionary sit-
untion” has developed--that is, when the time 1s ripe for the vialent
overthrow of the existing g vernment, Let us see how Stalin deflued
this sitastion.

"The nsoment for the decisive blow, for ratsing the stand-
srd of yevolt moust be carefully chosen., This must be when
matters bave rechoed & climax, when the vanguard (Com-~
munist Party) is ready to fight to the bitter end,when the
resarves {peasants} will pot hasitate to rally to the support
of the vasguard and when digordar Is paramount in the
venks of the snemy . . . Then the tlme is ripe for revolu-

tien.” J.V, Stalin, Problems of Lenlnism.

In the opinion of the Burmese Communists this was a proper
dsscription of Burms In 19481 The chacs and destruction of the wat
had not yot been repaired. The problemas laft from the exa of bmper~
lalist ruls had not yet been solved. The new Government {they thought)

was weak, Now, U ever, it seemed, was the moment for the selsure
of powar, And so, in the bellef that only by viclent action could the
revalution be achieved and judging that the revolutionary sltuation
had arrived in Burma, the Burmese Communists began an armed
msurrection,
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This decision was aot mada in or for Burma alone. The world
Comeonals? movement had decided that the time was ripe for the
supeaslon of Cormmunist rule by force. Thess were the yeare which
stw tha Berlin blockade, the selsure of power In Crechoslovakla
{with the help of the threat of the Red Army bayonets next door),
the Commmunist attack upon South Kovea, the intensification of the
Fuk vebellion in the Phllippines, the beginning of insurvections in
Barmes aad Malays. Even the then weak Partal Komumis Indonesia
staged an abortive uprising at Madlun,

' The sneuing yoars were long and painful for Burma as the Gov-
ermment struggied to suppresas the insurgents and at the same time
to zepalr the damages of the war and to begln the badly needed pro-
grams of reform and development. Nevertheless progress was
steady i gradual. The Communlst insurgents steadily declined in
atrumgth under the pressure of the Army. The raost pressing social
probioms were relisved, Izdustrialisation bagan as did the redistri-
bation of Iand in aress where Comuaunisi violence did not prevent it.
On the world scene lHkewise, the sxpansion of Communiat rule by
{foren had mut with fallure. The Allled alrlift had broken the Berlin
bleckads. South Korsa bad besn eaved from Comemunlst conguest by
the Unlted Nations. The governments of Malays. the Philippines and
Burma had succesded by thelr own actlons in reducing once threatening
insurgont armiss to a handful of terrorists hiding s the jungle.

Obvicusly sameons had guessed wrong. The tlme had not beesn
¥ipe; the yevolutionary situation bad not arrived. The srmed strug-
sie st this particular historical moment had been a mistake and the
revolution waa not a success. Lenin had long before provided gui-
m fox harried Comnmunists who found theraselves In such & sit-

"To accept baitle at & time when i s obvicusly advantageous
to the enamy and not to us 1s a crime; and those political
landars of the revolutionasy class who ars unabls to “attack,
o manseuvys, to compromise” in oxder to avold an obvicualy
dlsadvantageous baitle, are good for nothing. " V.1 Leais,
L% ¥ & € camrn i » Selacted Works, Vol. 31, p. 58,
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Certatnly Than Tun did aot deslre to commit such & "crime"
nor to be described as "good for nothing. " Slace the battle was
obwiously going badly it was necessary to put an end to it and seek
to carry un the revolutiop by other means. Now was ths time to
display some of the "Hexibility of tactice which the founders of
Comrramism had rated so highly, So it was that fror the intter
part of 1955 down to the present the Burma Conummmist Party has
sought to liguidate the lnpurrection which was going so badly and
resstaliloh itsolf as s legal, respectable political party and parti-

sipate In the democratic processes and Institutions of the country.
The BCP utllised its front organisations such as the Paace move~
mant; it mobllised manses of misgulded young students; it used the
influsnce of the aboveground Communtsts In the BWP and made per-

scnal appeale to Governmaent leaders; all to persuade the Covern-

mat 1o et the Convmunist Insurgents come out of the jungle {leav-
ing halr arms safely hidden for future use, you may be sure} and
sntey tha political life of the country.

Camusyanist doctrine states clearly that st certain {imes and
undar ¢ortain clroumatances It is correct for Communlets to enter
“hourgeels' political Inatitutions, to stand for office in elections,
to hold seats in Parliamaent and even to enter Governments. PBut
the doctrine describes Just se clearly what must be the purposes
and gouls of Communists who take part In democratic political pro-
CHENe.

"“As long s you are unable to disperss the bourgeois
pariiament and every other type of reactionary Institu.
tion you must work inglde them.* V.1 Lenin, Lsft Wing

Comaraunism.

*Compromises ATe necessary sven with the direct enemy
i thoy are concluded In order to escape destruction and
w presarve one's !mqs for attacking ﬂu cnamy in the

Claarly Than Tun and the BCP were acting sfrictly in accordance
with doctrine when they sought to eocape destruction by ending thelr
insurrection and bacoming a legal political party. But what Is the

and goxl of such s lagal party in lts participation in demo-

purposs
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"Iharefore, there can be s question only of utilising
bourgeols State Institutlons with the object of destroyling
them., The Conymunist Party enters such Institutions
net in order to do construcilive work, but in order to dir-
st the masses to destroy from within the whole bourgeols
Siate machine and Parllameont itaelf. "The Communist
Parliamentarlanism. ™ Theses Adopted at the

| i Conaress of the Compuunist Interna . 1920,

"Ihe Parilament can In no way serve as the arenz of &
struggle for reform. . . Therefore it is the immediate
mek to tear this apparatus out of the hands of the ruling
clanses, to break and destroy it, and to create l» its place
a aow proletarian apparatus. At the same time, however,
the revelutionsry general staff, . .lis vitally concerned in

baving its scouting parties in the pariiamentary institutions. . .

fn oxder to am

RAMISRE Gi Lhe i

tate this task of destruction.” Theses and
ra Commu: aternational,

“Thersiore, it is only possible to apesk of utilising the
bourgeols State organizations with the object of destroying
them, Ths question can be discussed only and axclusively

o suck & plane.” Theses and Statutes of the Third Com-
U e ARTETTIALIONEL

“"The final obfective~-the elimination of parliament~~deter-
mined the mode of its uttlizetion.” Roger Garaudy, Cahiers

Du Commuglsms, Paris, May, 1956,

Can there be any doubt what the purposes and goals of Than Tun
and his followers would be az members of the Burmese Parliament
or aven as Cabinet Minlaters? Can there be any doubt a8 to the pur-
posen And goals of the BWP members who alrsady occupy such posi-
tions, fer remember that they too know their Communist scriptures.
To ramove any lingering doubt that Than Tun himself understands
thess basic doctrines of the Communist movement, here are his own
words in a question and pnswer sesalon during 2 conference of the
Burma Comraunlat Party. These statements were contained in a
docurnant prepared for the Central Committee of the BCP which the
Army captured in Pakekka District,

7
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“The moment we get & ceasefire, we will use our demo-
cratic rights to contimue the fight, to add to our strength,
and prepare ooce more for armed struggle. . . There s

5o guention of & coalition with the Nu government. The
final goal of selsing power nmst be won through violent
mietheds, There is thus & change in strategy. It ls not

o form & coalition with the Nu government, but to exadi.
esls It. While we are fighting within the democratic fold
fivs Sxsand struggle wlll have to ba held in abeyance, but
the flnal struggle will be with weapons.' Thakin Than Tun.

Suraly it is abundantly clear that in all its baffling twisie and

tarns of policy over the years, the Burma Communist Party has been
gulded and ite declsions determinad by the body of Communist doctrine
which is at once the Seriptures and the Manual of Tactics for Communists
everywhate, And it should also be clear that to undarstand what Com-
musists are up to &t any given momaent it is necessary to study, not

- thelr public statements, for these are only the expression of the tactl-
eal variation of ths moment, but the fundamental doctrines written In
the booiss snd articles Intended for the Instruction of the Party falthiul
eather thin {oy the consumption of the publlc.
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