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Foreword. This brief panerb;oncernﬁggtziff i f fri ip a

paper, eties of friendship and
societies of cultural rel tions with the Soviet Uniog)éni&inss their purposes ,
and the overt and covert Soviet employment of theée societies. Primarily they
are propaganda outlets ef=fn—fmypdetodindon which reflect Soviet ideas on any
given political, economic or military matter.ﬁ?burrently the societie&vgéitatwvis
. '

7 .
or cessation of nuclear weapons tests, for peace and friendship between nations

» .
;;g. (on Communist terms) and for better understanding between the peoples of the Soviet

Union and those of other countries. They i iiitmissmesosswsios 2rc found not only

in Free World countries but also in other Communist countries where they try to

bring about better relations with the Soviet Union.

e

- it g
Gur@en%;y:ggere is an effort1to mike the societies appear independent from

the Communist parties in order that they may reach a larger propaganda audience,

Soviet and Communist control

over the societies, however, is never relinquished. The Soviet All-Union Society
for Cultural Relations Abroad, traditionally known by the abbreviation of its
Russian title, VOKS, is the unit which has been responsible for many years for the
support and guidance of these societies., In addiiion, there isugually a local
Communist Party fraction active within the friendship societx/ and Communists
are in some leading positions to assure ‘ Soviet guidance and control.

In the second part of the stud& an ;;tline Smeagimaer of the use Soviet
intelligence services have made of Soviet:ﬂbonsored friendship societies. The
revelations Viadimir Petrov:;ﬁommittee.for State Jecurity (KGB) officer
who defected in Australia in 1954, concernin exploitation of the Australia-Soviet
Friendship Society are A to an understanding of Soviet use

of these groups for esplonage. In most cases the Soviett have a witting agent or

collaborator within the leadership of the society; other members who contribute
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information or assistance usually unaware that they are aiding a foreign
intelligence service. Indications that the friendship societies are still Ehag
used for espionage are briefly outlined.

s A short description of societies of fr%endship sponsored by the other

13 ) M / -
.¢vf? \Eommunlst countries of East Europe is included/  Their propaganda functions as

well as the services they provide for the satellite intelligence services are of
the same nature as those carried out by the Soviet-sponsored societies, fewm—the
-GSSR‘ /Knalysis of propaganda and intelligence functions of the Chinese Communi st —
sponsored frlendshlp/cultural relations societies has not been included here,
(ﬁ(ﬁ?{Tde Appendix ¥ lists ' friendship and cultural selations societies sponsored
by the Soviet Union, the East European Communist countries, the Chinese Communist,
North Korean and North Vietnam governments which have been reporfed through 31 July
1957. From the continually inereasing number of Chinese-sponsored friendship
and cultural reikations societies, it appears that they will be used to a progress-
ively greater extent to promote Chinese political, economic and intelligence
interests abroad,
The friendship societies have sponsored huﬁ&reds of delegations of
v{sitors to and from the Soviet Union. Since 1954 VOKS has spenq‘ tremendously
large sums of money for travel expenses of these delegations. Persons traveling
to the Soviet Union as members of the delegations have been carefully chosen by
the local VOKS representative (attached to the Soviet diplomatic installation)
-.J///'and by Communist leaders of the friendship society; they have been instructed
concerning what kmzobwersmzamst aspects of Soviet life they should observe and
report about upon their return., Full propaganda exploitation of these projects

in which the Soviets have heavily invested has thus been assured,

Documents from the Soviet Embassy in Canberra provided by Vladimir Petrov

i
i /’ show that the Soviets have other uses for delegations visiting Moscow besides
g . acquiring new friends. Soviet intelligence services observe the delegations

closely during their stay in Moscow and Sendlhﬂb-reports to their field represenths
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tives about visitors who appear to be ‘siwiftubeebewe potential recruits for
intelligence work. The fleld representatives are instructed to check further
into the backgrounds and potentialities of these people in their home countries.
Thus ¥AA/friendship and cultural relations societies have furthered the
propaganda and intelligence work of the Soviet government since the 1920's and
because of the natural overt contactﬁh'gili Embassy personnel can have with such
groups in places where there are Soviet diplomatic missions, it is ﬁégbable that

the Soviets will continue to exploit them to the greatest extent possible.
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L. The Friendship and Cultural Relations Societies as Soviet Propaganda Instruments
/Yawc‘f"L-nghuLSts on the Cu (fUVA-/ Re{df"""ﬁ pvﬁ%&ﬂ_' TZ"L

4
!;}:Tesn'e to promote pro-Soviet attitudes and ideas among 1nte11ectua1/,
'

~ business, industrial and other groups in Free World countries mhe are not usually

reached by Communist Party or front organization propaganda has led to a greatly’

“» expanded m cultural ~ offensive. This is currently mani-

fested in Free World countries by the founding of new friendship cultural relations

societies IX he reactivation of others which had ksmsm become inactive %y a greatly

increased number of nm friuenglshi cultural delegatéon exchanges between the Soviet

Union and other countrles’\

are sponsored by the friendship/cultural

relations societies apd are partly or wholly subsidlzed by

Soviet-sponsored gt cultural delegations have J iy increased in

7 Y number each year since 1954. In that year, for example, 8, dehesedbense cxchanges
01‘34 with West European countries were arranged under the categories of culture, peace
and friendship., In 1955 the number of Soviet éultural delegation exchanges with

West European countries wess increased to 111.;( In 1956 a total of 475 delegations

wenrto the Soviet Union from West Eur-opean countries; this figure 1nc1uded groups

P

=

described as cultural, touirist, professional, technical, scientific, economic,

.
m A
s

governmental, labor, sports, Commu:iist Party and Communist front groups.}
“, A totil of L69 Soviet delegatlons of all k:mds traveled to West European
ot Buvepea
countrles in 1956, Of a total number of 1327 delegations going to ommunist
bZag countries odmmilwreve- in 1956, 225 were "cultural" delegatinns. The exact
number of these which went to the Soviet Union is not available, but it is probable

that the 1955 fidure of 114 was surpassed,

Approved For Release 2000/08/27 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000800190025-6 { /



Approved For Release 2000/08/27 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000800190025-6

wWork—is l‘He establishment of a g Soviet State Cormnittee for Cult aa: Ties ‘iﬂ'bﬂ

e anFClan. ol gt Ry e |
Foreign Countries Alt.hough its exact responsibillties have not yetx been / “0(

determined, the new agency misllf probably/coordinate propaganda@ to
parts

the cultural relations program and administer some/of the exchange prograf—-—

particularly that portion M- which concerns foreign official personalities.
the improvement of

Much of its work will probably relate to/Soviet relations with the Egstemm

European satellite countries. &h& task of the new State Committee will probably
and intensify

be to reactivate/the exchange program to the esmimsswmise basis it achieved in

1955 and early 1956 prior to the wholesale cancellations of exchanges by Western

travellers following the Soviet intervention in Hungary. It may < gjillky under~

take the preparation of Soviet "cultural!” publications intended for foreign

distribution.
2.Role of the Friendship/Cultural Relations Societies in the Soviet Cultural OREEEREGe

Offensive, In many eediniisneeisisne Free World;the societies of friendship and

cultural relations with the Soviet Union are conspicuously active elements in the

overall Soviet cultural offensive. This has been especially true in certain
o tTher
Latin Amerlcanjmzn’zxzn @t Far Fastern countries and h-’h areas where
A @’({m

el groups oS ILNNNe-have been ke Sunmmmiee. 1nf1uenn- among non-Com-

munists % bring‘l“gbout more favorable attitudes towards the Soviet Xm Union and

-

23}

ction Mdesiri by the Soviets--such as, increased trade ,

J
establishment or re-establishment of diplomatic relations

with the Soviet Union, 4 adoption of a neutralist stand on certain international
issues, etc.

e — ] Ee friendship societies have been responsible to a large
degree for effective support mustered in Western countries for the Soviet Union
in a moment of need. During World War IIA“ after the attack of

azi Germany on the Soviet Union, the —Swiressimieie- societies in Great Britain
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the United States were particularly successful in drawing to their folds
prominent British and American citizens, in achieving mass strength and in
’ »,,{‘ developing sympathy and aid for the Soviet war effort, TI}SM be drawn
overt use of these%c‘l'zéﬁ.e;‘%ihat wherever
a Soviet propaganda need cannof be met adequately ¥ through the work of the
) .éfo'reign Communist parties or their front groups in a given area, the Soviets

utilize the friendship or cultural relations societies,

3 Orlgln and Brief Historieal Outline of the Friendship Societies

—— R

—e@*cﬁe socie‘h.eb of frlzghshlp with the Soviet Union were origimally organized

~as front groups of the Communist Pérties,and}’cheir propaganda, like that of the
rd
Communist Parties, was at first directed emgiaet labor groups., 3In 1927 under the
leadership of an organizing committee headed by British and Russian Communists,

an Internatlonal Assoc1at10n of Fréendship Societies with the Soviet Union was

founded. This functioned as an international front of the Comintern and its

| I

wod/
w,,v“'* , propaganda work mmerapparently/Zontrolled by the Agitprop Department of the

ﬂ f §= Executive Committee of the Somx Comlntern. s 4- At the

foundlng congress a,lengthy resolution was passed iﬁ;.announcﬁgthe purposes *

U A oucfu—w
of th&n?m&m&l. In brief these were: support for the policies of the Sonet
\

government, ®or the struggle against ,Zﬁperialism and for the world labor movementg

& Lthe Sovietsw

,’53 &Internatlonal Association #as "an international organlzation expressing the

r){f sympat.hy and solidarity of the broad masses of the international proletariat with

the first proletarian state." 3 —Dy3Oi I TEERoRE

* Vaksov, V., "Druz'ya Sovetskogo Soyuza" (Friends of the Soviet Union) N
Bol'shaya Sovetskaya Entsiklopediya, vol. 23, p. 526.

!
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From approximately 1933 when the
Fascist threat to the Soviet Union m rogressively greater, w» attemiat.ﬁ
mede,-:ﬁt garying degrees)e-f-e'ffurt, depanding upon the specific friendship
society involved, to dissociate these groups from the Communist v*P:arffs I\'Iational
sections of the International Association of Friends of the Soviet Union were
criticized for appealing bnly to Communists or Communist sympathizers. Failure
to appeal to non-Communist groups Imsbcksodkbm (accompanied no doubt by lack of
Soviet support as a result of this failure) led to the disintegration ofﬁy
national sections by 1941 and the «oem@Sgs- disappearance of the-Irbewrsbional
Secretariatd] @’I W Wm \

After the Nazi attack on the Soviet Union the Semdw> friendship societie
began to organize support for the Soviet war effort. Appeals were issued calling

Ameiepeiy, strengthening) friendship with the Soviet Union and

Lthe fight against Fascist aggression. Propaganda issued by the friendship societies

avoided controversial subjects and stressed the need for close cooperation between
- ol 4

- With the end of the war and the growth of ﬁst-»ést tensions, the

propaganda uo-r-k of the friendshlp soc etes MxX changed tone and dlrectlon Aﬁ_

\Mcn.sm was made of all ﬁ

,ﬂfmgovernment ich were in opposition to these of the Soviet Union.

m.ﬂrh’;soc:.eties exposed themselves as unrelenting mouthpieces of the




00800190025-6"
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Administratioryof Frlendshlp/Cultural Relatlons Societyes., B
a4
tﬁ323355§¥ayn=50§§:;?7 1941, direct responsibility for the
. @
administration of ﬁm@ the friendship societies seems=tISE¥=—tmen assigned

to the Secretariat of the Intexlgtional Association of Friendship Societies with

~/ the Soviet Union. The Secretariat was first located in Germany, but|with the
(\ \y’” ,[\ % Nazi assumption of power andfprohibition of its activitydn 1933, kke it was
I

f moved to € The Netherlands. The Secretariat drew up work plans and projects

for the national societies (or sections) and prepared reports analyzing their
As :m the case of some of the other Comlntem

achievements and weaknesses.,

case, societies), replacing the International Secretar:l.at. o (

.l .

The Al1-Union Society for Cultural Relations w1t,h ~Foreign Countirew

@KS was created by a shm

decree of the Soviet Council of People's Commissars on 8 August 1925 as a upublic

‘society%‘.' Actually it functioned as a state organization with its work, like that

of all Soviet State institutions) closely checked by a Communist Party kamekx unit

WebewemmIZS® within its staff. Ostensibly VOKS appeared to be the Soviet equivalent

of the other national friendship societies which were affiliated with the Inter=~

national Association of Friendship Societies with the Soviet Union. -SwermeSaiiesms
A stated reason“ for its founding kz was to facilitate Soviet &x access to Western

Cta dir
cultural and scientific literature. A second aﬁhm‘&ien

e ————————
% ﬁ ! mﬂ.‘m' iz
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X As early as 1927
abroad. YVOKS was assigned specifically axkzkbmzkimexefzibuzfamax to assist the

societies of friendship with the Soviet Union located in Germany and the United
States M because these societies w favorable informa-
tion ::IL):cL)ut the Soviet Union. It is probable that VOKS assumed direct leadership ;
over/the Rximpisiim societies of friendship with the Soviet Union whj t.’hq méz
national Association of Friendship Societies with the Soviet Union was dissolved;

mxxek details of this transfer of responsibility and the dissolution of the Inter-

national Association are not swesewkie known/‘r

several
Cﬁreactiv&tion of /omxxx of the friendship societies in 1942 and the

successful pagdada work they carried out for the Soviet Union during World War II

indicatesYactive VOKS direction during this period. Wﬂo
Y wherever they havg%plomatlc mlssn.on'; ‘cw,wc,a«“”‘g
Abroad /the Soviets have maintained X dual system%m

P
One of these i executed by

the VOKS officemor ¥ Cultural Aukeohx relations officerswho are attached to
5% Soviet diplomatic establishmmmmentS, The other is maintained by the local
) / Communist ‘Party. Communists m=o&E®¥ hold key offices in a frimemdship society

/ .,beven though prominent non-Communists may be 1n}”other leadings positions.-ssre-

t,ﬂ’f ; m Also, there 15%. in the frimndship society, as in most Communist

 sata

eld without the knowledge of other fréendship society members , determines ac 1“onx
PEL s il P B Bl

"to be taken at general membership meetings. ‘The fraction der the

‘ ront organlzat.lons' ﬁommunl-st fractlgpl\ This un:Lt during closed meetings
‘ V 7h

direction of a Mass Organization Section of the Communist Party's national
M
headquarters. There is-sB-evidence that #we fractions operating in) the
immediate
friendship societies may be under the/direction of the Foreign Section of the

_ Central Committee of the local Communist Party. Presumably the leader of a ‘-

: Conmunist]fraction working in a friendship/cultural relations society is in -

close contact with a VOKS officer. _s— @

£00915R000800190025-6
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With the easing of trav

2

stepping up of/cultural exchange program, VOKS seems to have had an increasingly

active role in guiding the} societies «ﬂriendsW
- ‘\‘:——" ‘ l/f

Cﬁe exact role to be played by VOKS now that a Soviet State Committee for
Sy (4 Led

Cultural Ties with as been established, -remains to be seen. It ddmmex

controls wisissle—wenmampd: 2 fter 1953 and the

-

possibl emekmmioomixrerkximee that VOKS may revert to its earlier status as
simply the Soviet equivalent mei=zmame of the foreign M#mg friendship and
cultmral relations societies. As such, its functions would be to receive and to
entertain any unofficial (non-governmental) Enim friendship}elultural delegations
by the fumekgm societies of friendship with the Soviet Union; to arrange for

Soviet entertainers, lecturers, artists, etc., for &km programs the foreign
from which they can
friendship societies emrr present and/mam benefit Limametaddss from admission fees

a_ 2
-Wm It/seems possible that periodicals

formerly ttkmm prepared by VOKS may now be written and printed by the new State
the name of

Committee. It is of interest to note in this regard that/the VOKS publication
traditionally entitled, "The VOKS Bulletin" am was changed to "Culture and Life"
‘in February 1957. The Chief of the new State Committee has a background of

YS!
experienc it% and editg in the Intermational‘_Section of Pravda.

i /x_

] 7
i

i

1 '
i .

W

1
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Xksxewn be self-supporting to the greatest degree possibleay
jE%/ssessﬂ'_membershlp dues, sell%g« literature produced by the fwtumiswi society

itself or supplied from Moscow. Entertainment iXx it sponsors also brings some

income, especially that presented by artists, musicians, xpmok sport temms, ete.,. /,
Some Se—EERkniw o 'rly large amounts of money
from the Soviet Union.ammbckmoxomex VA YUV e m i s b 3 423 o 4 v S
i 2
are derived from the showing of Soviet films, In most cases t-haugﬁ ‘hsociety %
s

of friendship with the Soviet Unlon M—be heavily financed by Ehe Soviets--

- in disseminating ideas or &C
: espec1ally those which are ﬁsmax particularly successful /meax8

‘ Y
gto the Soviet Union) WW:J%W cv" '
! F~4)
V4 Soviet funds for frlendshlp societies in most areas =re received through o

~

channels. In some places—#®& funds

¥ ‘{ tkm Soviet diplomatic mermmdcshess

[‘/’f/ apparently are passed directly by the VOKS officer or Cultural Relations officer
to a Communist functionary of the frif&ldship society. There is some evidence--
supplied by Communist defectors of both East European satellite and Free World
areas-~that funds from the Soviet Union (probably from VOKS, though possibly
originating with the Foreign Section of the Central Committee of the Communist

7 ,@1(’ Party of the Soviet Unlon) ‘are sent first to the Foreign Section of the Communist
: - Party in theﬂ%re the fxn friendship society is located and thenM trans-

ferred to a Communist functionary of the friendship society.

}:M&Jw located in a Free World count.ry
At least oneysociety of friendship—w : rieblinien/was requited

by VOKS to submit a monthly report.which included an accounting of all proceeds i&x

R e s e A

from entertalnmenﬂ he ..fmad.s-hap socieilponsore&. The report also 4
t -
included statistics \& concerning the number of m Q‘(IEI:’.?:“ ’tﬁermgs o

held by the friendship seoie’ey'and*deta‘ﬁw“abontm—the\*reatrttons +Clierraiie Doy
25X1A9%a —

o4
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society and details about t heir reactions.

6. Current Programs and Projects of Soviet-Sponsoreq Frie?dshlp[ -
Cultural Relations Societies. Propaganda objectives of the ?rlendshlp.s?c1etles
now are (1) furtherance of Soviet political, economic, technical gnd ml%ltary
interests and (2) promotion of friendly:attitudes toward§ the.Sov1et Union.
Priority targets are intelléctual, political and indus?rlal circles, although
in some areas labor groups are still propaganda objectives. Fo? example, the
VOKS-supported organization in France, the France-USSR Association, sent two
delegations to Moscow for May Day celebrations in 1957--one composed of persons
from the professions and the other made up of factory workers.

Propaganda themes now streseed by Soviet friendship/
cultural rglations s Hes atm 48 (1) Premote military, economle
amfpollt -:‘C‘ ";_--_ s 7els ¥V t-n th& cmmlblmicm::gﬂess
(2)“promote the estsblishaent or resumption omatic
trade relations with the Soviet Union; p)fa)mnote understanding
and| appreciation of Soviet culture; (&) "“support any sction which

} 1imit or curtail the m\litary or progress of the
W and mclaapmeenaasummymrsmetwtmre-
duction or even Soviet troop transfers, The recent appointmont
to the chairmanship of VOKS of Nina Pgigm. : smr}.st. functionary
who has had much experlence in the f£i of *peace® propa .
may foreshadow a focusing an this theme Yy the friendship socistics.

In some countries branches of the friendship societies are found in
nearly every town of any size. Most Soowk societies maintain information
centers, libraries or reading rooms in which are Placed Soviet books and
publications to promote better understanding of the Soviet people. In some
areas mobile libraries have been particularly successful in this work.
Lectures are presented and studies are made of various aspects of Soviet
culture. The societies also hold social gatherings, sponsor exhibits and
undertake other activities of similar nature which promote good will,
Programs in which Soviet artists, musicians, authors and athletes frequently
participate are featured. (The Soviet definition of culture includes almost -
everything, including athletics. )
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Many friendship soclieties include functional or activity
sub-pections administered by thelr central executive com-
mittoes, These are exterded as desired in order to reach wider
segments of the population. Activity sub.sections noted to
date include the following catepories: art, chess, sducation,
films, history, law, music, sclence, medicine, the soclal scilences,
the theatre, and youth, Some of the subesections attain large
enough memberships and develop sufficwnt intarm mi wppart

At least one society is currently sponsoring a "twin city
program" designed to establish relations between Soviet towms
and those of the country in which the friendship society is -
lncatad,on the basis of exchanges between the interested lo-
calities., The friendship socletlies try to assist the work of
universities and other cultural institutions of both the Soviet
Union and the other country concerned, A publication may be
prepared by each friendship society or it may only distribute
copies of Soviet publications.

In order to extond the work of the friendship societiss
among non-Conmnist groups,.tn effort has been made--particu-
larly during 1956 and 1957-wto0 disassoclate them from the
Commnist parties. Heorganizations of the societies have occurred
in some areas and non-Communists have besn padaced in the most
prominent offices, but the Soviets-~through the VOKS officers
and local Communiste in the soclety--maintain control.

Ry

PN
&
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III. Covert Exploitation of Soviet Friendship Societies

The friendship and cultural relations societies offer many
possibilities and assets for exploitation by the Soviet intelligence agencies.
Within the leadership of the societies there is frequently a highly-trusted
Communist who has access to the facilities and personnel of the society and
who collaborates with Soviet intelligence (referred to hereafter as RIS) by
performing any support work he is requested to do. Although he’acts as a witting
agent and usually has direct contact with an RIS officer under diplomatic cover,
other members of the frimndship society frequently collaborate unaware of the
fact that they assist a foreign intelligence service.

In some areas friendship society information centers, reading rooms,
libraries, club rooms, etc., have been used by RIS officers for meetings with
informants, RIS officers have been able to acquire information at friendship
society gatherings or have been directed to persons who could supply information.

1. RIS Use of Friendship Societies in the 1930's and During World War II.

As previously stated, one of the principal reasons for establishing VOKS was to
assist the Soviet acquisition of foreign cultural and scientific literature.
Alsoi as explained, the two friendship societies which received earliest support
from VOKS were those in Germany and in the United States. The Soviets explained
this aid as attributable to the fact that these societies did most to inspire
good will & toward the USSR. It is to be noted, however, that they were located
in countries well advanced scientifically and technologically and were probably
most productive in acquiring information for the relatively new Soviet industries
and research centers. It is likely that some of the information acquired was
of confidential nature.

In one of these societies there was a special department for forwarding

technical, industrial and military information to the Soviet Union. The person
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in charge of the department appears to have been an agent of Soviet State
Security (the service now known as the Committee for State Seourity). In
the Soviet Union the VOKS organization was itself under close Soviet State
Security supervision during this period. A careful study was made by this
intelligence service of forelgn scientists who supplied information through
VOKS facilities. SowkekzStakaslexsrikyxskix

the
“The. Communistiwho served/RIS as 6 witting agenty within the leadership

Ay
of the friendship societﬂﬁdid "talent spotting', loocking for persons employed
in sensitive positions or in some other way well qualified to pro¥ide informa-
tion of interest and performed other support services for the RIS, According
to fmxmmx persons formerly affiliated with a Communist Party or a Soviet
intelligence agency, other Communists in the Rkwmwm friendship society sometimes
wittingly performed simidar services.

Assistance in setting up cover firms for RIS operations reportedly was
provided by people in Communist controlled groups, including the friendship
societies, Walter Krivitsky, writing of his experiences as a Soviet State
Security officer assigned to procure arms and ammunition covertly for the
Loyalist forces in the Spanish Civik War, described how business firms were
set up in several European cities to purchase military supplies:

"Our first problem, therefore, was to create a new European
chain of ostensibly independent concerns, in addition to
our existing 'business' outposts, for the purpose of import-
ing and exporting war materials.... Success depended upon
our selecting the right men. We had such men at our dis-
posal, Numbers of them were in the societies allied with
the various Communist Party centers abroad, such as the
Friends of the Soviet Union and the many "Leagues for Peace
and Democracy"....

"Many were discreet, reliable, having the right contacts and
capable of playing a role without betraying themselves. We

supplied the capital. We furnished the offices. We guaran-
teed the profits. The men were not hard to find,"¥*

¥ Walter Krivitsky, In Stalin's Secret Service, page 85.
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During World War II a Communist{who served simultaneously as a high

ranking Party officer and as an RIS collaborator requested a regional func-
tionary of the Soviet friendship society to help him contact secret Communist
Party members employed in certain government offices where sensitive work was
being carried out in connection with the war effort. The regional functionary
complied with the request, apparently unaware of the fact that this service was

performed for the benefit of the RIS.

25X1A9a

In another case procurement of political and ecnnomic intelligence
mostly of an overt character was carried out by an active VOKS~-sponsored
society for cultural relations in a western country. Information about politi-

cal parties in the country was procured, collated and furnished to intelligence

officers attached to the local Soviet Embassy. This included reporting about
the parties'! objectives, strength, sources of financial support and detailed
biographic information about their leaders. Economic intelligence provided

by the same cultural relations society included such data as kinds of industries,
capacities of each and percentages of capital which were domestic or foreign.
Agricultural production statistics were also provided to the Soviets by the

society.
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"?I Z‘ RIS and the Friendship Societies in the Post~War Period. The most solid

LN

evidence of the support the /Pﬁiendship-j;cultural relations societies ==
provided gg; RIS since World War II sesmiasew by Viadimir Petrov,

Soviet State Security officer who defected in Australia in April 1954. RIS

)

NYAOE
Iavedved/the use of the society's secretary, an ardent Communist Party member,
. M
as a witting agent whe supply all possible assistance and (b) :

# rank and file members of the friendship society as unwitting sources of

img utilization of the friendship society in Australia

information and support.

kaskskanerzREmitox The unpaid secretary of the Austraxlia-Soviet Friendhhip

A
Society, Jean Ferguson, assisted/ RIS in a variety of waysw-arranging meetings

J
A _
between RIS officers and local Communist Party leaders, albrting(/RIS when
projected meetings with Communists would have Xwmum¥wsdt been in jeogardy, etc.
A copy of a Moscow letter which Petrovmthe Soviet Embassy showed

xkxk RIS plans for Jean Ferguson to obtain information about an Egyptian national

who was believed to be residing in Melbourne, Australia.

The Australia~Sdéviet Friendship Society's members were to assist unwittingly

a-

S
)

"The M.V.D. section must therefore '!nstantly begin collecting the

necessery data end corwiling revorts, without observing any fixed

time 1limits,and send them in installaents to M.V.D. Headquarters.

For this work you may at your discretion use any cadre worker,

+ recruited collaborator, and also the most reliable agents. For

the collection xm of some of the data you may also exploit official
possibilities open to you (lawyers of your acquaintance, members B
of the Australia-RPussia Society, etc., without disclos‘ng our '
intentions to them)." '

v 0Dk
# Report of the Royal Commission on Espionage, 22 August 1955, Sydney, e
Australia, page 254. ﬁ; j
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ApprO\?éd RgS Use of Frzigg%shiQ[Cultural Delegations., The current program of
r Release 108/27 : CiA-R 8-00915R000800

cultural delegation exchanges serves not’p to further underslcgacr)lgzgx?gsof the

igg%ture and people of the USSR but also to assist the RIS recruitment effort.

@qlegations visiting in the Soviet Union are under close scrutiny of the RIG,-

-;aﬁ—&‘iw‘::?
Gses:

>a¥cording to Vladimir Petrov, who stated that this observation served two

(1) to discover in these presumably sympathetic groups persons

‘oﬁgreturn to their own countries would be worth ngtudy" for recruitment int

g 4
sctive espionage or for use as unwitting informants; (2) to determine whether

or not any of the visitors were counteﬁ;lntelligence agents.
.\‘;j

Zi//// One Australian delegatioq,uhinhE§i§§5§d“ﬁﬁaaﬁ§¥iét23nion following

attendanc® qf an "International Conference for the Protection of Children" held

in Vienna in April 195%)was invited to visit the Soviet Union at Soviet expense

for May Day celebrations. In this delegation were a Miss Mary Ellen C. Lewis,

a member of the Australian Soviet Friendship Society and a Mr. and.Mrs. Les Flood,
s

b
ﬁéll af=wom- were members of the Australian Communist Party. Concerning thei& :

three -Australians, Soviet State Security headquarters sent the following message

to its legal resident in Canberra:

nAs Enclosure No. 1 we send you particulars concerning two members
of the Australian delegation which was in Russia for the First of
May festivities--Flood and Lewis. Both of them, in our opinion,

could be used for the fulfilment of tasks which are provided for

in the plan of work of the Australian M.V.D. section.

"Instruct Antonov to make the acquaintance of Flood and Lewis for the
purpose of studying them and using them along our lines. 7
: nInform us concerning the results,” L »
R All data supplied by Soviet State Security headquarters to the Canberra

Resident Agent concerning these Australian Communists were correct. The intent

to use thele Australians if possible for intelligence purposes is clearfpzshomr
v

# Report of the Royal Commission on Espionage, 22 August 1955, Sydney,

Australia, page X 80.
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There are indications that, at Soviet bidding, a friendship society may
invite a Soviet "cultural" delegation to visit in its area at a 'mams=¥ when
Eers
the presence of a specific RIS officer is desired EyxBIBY in the {-:&f?o)r a
brief period of time. In such a circumstance the RIS operative can reach the
target area inconspicuously aszazxembex and conveniently as a member of a
,&m»rw A
visiting Soviet delegation, and can then carry out any dfemporesyintelligence

mission-~procurecmest—e£ secret information » recruitiwg—s highly-qualified agent, ov

provid#ig direction & for subversive political action;
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4/ 40« Current Indications ofi RIS Use of Friendship Societies., Besides the

several cases il g - - which have been exposed |,
+Wwe FAST either through the work of a nationil security agency or through the defections

of Soviet intelligence officers or Communist Party members, there are many

2%
indications that friendship/&ultural relations societies are now being used for
i dcalleris >
’Q\RIS purposes, Among the Care the followings P
25X1A2g gr

— (1) the members of an Economic Department of a society @f cultural bjl‘qgc,
T — relations with the Soviet Union in aw country were requestec}jto
obtain certain statistics for the Soviet Union. These were tp include produc-
tion figures of industries and businesses in the countrykrecords and financial
balances of all public utilities and banks. Members of this Department were

told that the information was to be sent to themSoviet Union "in exchange for
information from there". They were told to develop contacts in banks, public
entities (sic), employers' associations, economic magazines, education and

student centers.

25X1A9a

(2) certain Communists holding leading positions in a Soviet friendship

) . d/scveel™ . ]
society in a Free World Mﬂ capital c1t.); héld seemet midmight meetings on

the premises of the socieyy with RIS officers who are under diplomatic cover,
' e~
(3) On the directing boardsof -ewe socmty of friendship with the Soviet

ez wo—wm WML Wv&oéwbﬂ%
mchmas—nea—eﬁ:va—bedmss:ﬂ:gﬁ there ummam

Union

covert intelligence procurement

(4) a prominent physicist who aﬂ{aﬁe working relations with
the Soviets in the field of nuclear research is active in a Soviet friendship

society of West Europe.
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(5) On May Day, 1957, there were delggations from five West European

societies of friendship with the Soviet Union visiting Moscow. Two of these

25X1A9%9a

delegations were headed by persons suspected of RIS connections.

(6) Members of a soclety of friendship with the Soviet Union who
“visited Moscow in 1955 were carefully instructed by ﬂ'\éhdahip soclety and
Soviet Embassy officials concerning what they:should observe in the Soviet
Union., ZEach person was assigned specific suhjects on which to concentrate
and to report upon hig return. One of the Soviet Embassy officers included
in these instruction sessions was believed to be the local RIS representative.
sides the exploitation of this reporting for propaganda lz;urposes there
as possibly an RIS intention to attempt to assessﬂ a‘l’)‘flln.; to observe and
o report. Instances where members of youth delegations visiting the
Soviet Union were instructed to do similar work have also been reported.
25X1A9%a
(7) 1In one Free World country there appears to be & concentration
of members drawn from a government agency in which work of a confidential
nature would normally be carried on. Although this perhaps is simply a
case where one employee invites a co-worker to go along with him to a
meeting or social affair sponsoredd by the friendshipffultural relations
society, there is also the possibility that Soviet officers weerenmbiipwter
e, guidﬂf(e, * the society sy intentionally have encouraged the recruit-
ment of members I‘romm government agency.
(8) In several Free World countriss, VOKS or Cultural Attaches who
are 1in close contact with local friendship/'gﬁltural relations societies

have been identified as RIS officers.

Approved For Release 2000/08/27. GIA-RDP78-00915R000800190025-6




Approved For Release 2000/08/27 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000800190025-6

(9) Some socities of friendship with the Soviet Union hawe established

25X1A2g

the }lechange of /2501ent ic and I/echnical /ﬁlfomation‘. One of these /B(Jreaus A
[Zrce L/ mil .
planned to send 4 circulamsto all laboratories and libraries in m—-l-(b{country
pffering to perform mediation services in the exchange of scientific information
rom the Soviet Union, assistemee in translating Russian publications into the
local language, etc. The F&reau was to deal with the Soviet Union through the
local VOKS representative x exclusively. VOKS was to check the "reliability"
of persons contributing to the exchange of cultural and scientific information

) determine whether or not Soviet data would fall into the wrong

Ve
hands, As of 1955 the only scientif organization in—the—Free~World-area-invplrved:
25X1 m\

/a which was reported to have benefited from ‘this, exchange of 1nformation program

was one staffed entirely by Communlsts.!

(10) As late as 1954, Soviet State Security (actually, the Committee for

State Security, KGB) still maintained a unit of its personne] within the VOKS
headquarters, according to Yuri Rastvorov, forme% %ﬁieutenant Colonel.

| /&

Approved For Release 2000/08/27 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000800190025-6



SR e ppopeeTcowvewies,  In Poland, for example,
it-was the Committee for Foreign Cultural Cooperation (Komitet Wspolpracy‘%
. HM“M tz"".o [

Kulturalnej 2 Zagranica, KWKZ) A Like the Soviet All-Union Society for Cultural
Relations .with Abroad (VOKS) the principal reason for the exi ste;xce of Kivkx the

] - o tt
Gamm:r KWKZ was to arrange-nASESEENE contacts with/agencies and societies of

Free World countries. .
) Adwiinistration aud Fuvuclions °‘Fﬂﬁem gM SOMCT o=

¥ The Polish KWKZ and the East German counterpart organization, the Society

for Cultural Relations Abroad (Gesellschaft fuer Kulturelle Verbindungen mit
em Aus;.and) appear to have been @dministrativel\ controlled by the\\'(respective

inistry of Foreign Affairs, but received policy direction £x from the Central

Az Poliily Commmasniid

Committee of the spentive Communist Party. In the,.case of the KWKZ.direction
i Toch € 2t Hck) ‘
from the Polisthorkers' Partyﬁ(@oxmmkeb} came specifically from the latter's

Department of Foreign Affairs of &ixm its Central Committee.

According to information of November 1956 the KWKZ was to be liquidated on-
1 January 1957. To date no information regarding’a successor agx organization
has been received. Little or no information i:‘g-{jx'nom about equivalent friendship-
cultural sponsoring organizations in other East European states_‘ in spite of the .

fact that new societies of friendship and cultural relations with these states

have appeared in several £ Free World areas. N L

Exceptions uisissiwsisewwebsowsmated src uwelOW¥ ncw societies with Hungary
and Poland: no new Hungarian-sponsored friendship or cultural relations societies \
have been reported since the uprisings of the fall of 1956, and only one new Polish -
sponsored society has been reported thus far in 1957--the Egyptian-Polish Friendship
' Society which appears to have been organiged in Cairo in April 1957.

In general the purposes and functions of the East European sponsored

friendship and cultural relations societies have been similar
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to those of the societies of friendship Wér cultural relations with the
Boviet Union. Primarily they are propaganda instruments for the sponsoring
East European governmment ®g reflecting and disseminating its ideasﬂ on any
question needing support in the area where the frmisn friendship cﬁtwal
relations socief.‘;f’ %ocated. Thesw societies have been particularly active
some Latin American

in demanding more trade with the sponsoring country. In/&hﬁz, Lorxexampey

Czech- o

kbmx countries, for emple%@g—fﬁﬁ?f friendship or cultural relations
witie=guechosewalsia have %jzh Czechoslovakia,

2 % Covert Exploitation of the Societies of Friendship with East European
w ¥

Satellite Countries, To a possibly greater extent than the societies of

om e
friendship with the Soviet Union, _ﬁ.ﬁose with East European satellite countries
have been exploited by intelligence services of the sponsoring satellite country.
Cases are known where xmadimgxrmmm friendship society reading roomi’ or informa~

A '
tion center attendants have served as intelligence agents who have

and investigated potential agent recruits s have received information from eismsss
intelligence agents and Al -have served as links between these agents and
intelligence officials of the East European satellite government concerned.

These officials were ostensibly serving as diplomatic represenbatives in ke

x Free World countryes.
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As a general observation concerning intelligence work performed by xkk
Swzipkzmatx friendship societies # sponsored either by the Soviet Union or by
# Bast European Communist country"@{j) it may be noted that a large part of their
effort ewswmeswghy is directed toward the procurement of information which, in
Free World areas, is generally considered overt: statistics pertaining to
industrial prmduwzkikam and agriculturel production, objectives and colorings

of political groups i i surveys, etc., But, in addition to ‘
@ there

information‘'obtained by these socleties R
certain indigidual members [y W e
is sound evidence that/zemr-alilisss are being used’amcomsarsxef to assist in

the procurement of military and technical data.
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