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1. Three times, at crucisl turnin 5yain:s in the development
A Lao
of the Communist Party of China, Mao Tse -tunﬂput Party and

non-Party cadre through an intensive ideological indoctrination

program in order to cr;c;rcé s unified leadership approach to the
task ahead.

2. The first and mﬂ: tniennive of these programs (Chery!‘eng
or Party Reform Moveme ntaB which lasted from 1942 to about 1944

2

consolidated the Chinese Communist Party as well as Mao's leading

position and resdied the leadership corps for the post-war showdown

, with the Kqumintang. The second --and less known--cner?x‘cng
{Three Seasons Reform) was initiated in the summer of 1950
ﬁ!lovdng the consolidation of stat; power in 1949 and appears to have
been geared to the ensuling class struggle period which culminated
in 1955-56 with the drastic and rapid communization of China's
agricultural and i.nduutrhl base,

3. The current Chery}?enf/which was set in motion by Mao's

/ 55 7
report to the Supreme State Conference (27 February to March #} and
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his 12 March speech to the National Conference of Propaganda
Werk, can r-c;dily be linked with the eme rging Second Five-Year
Plan which is to run from 1958 to 1962. Held against the background of
the dislocations and dissatisfactions created by the rapid communiza-
tian program of 1955 and 1986, success or failure of the Second Five-
Ysar Plan could well determine the future course of events within
China, A note of apprehension is discernible in the 7 June announce -
ment of the "national conference of design" at which the guiding
principles of the s:;cnnd Five-Year Plan were discussed, According
»

to a New York Times déspatch from Hong Kong, 7 June, "the
Announcement said that the factors that guided the ’ginciples of the
Second Five-Year Plan were the realization that China was still a
big agricultural country with a meager industrial foundation, that

&7 .
#t had a huge (6,000; 000, 000) population wm{. low living standard and
that its economy and cultural development was uneven," Thus, a
period beset with many knotty problems is seen ahead for China,
The current Party Reform Moverent is an alert to the entire
Communist Paty of China as well as its governme ntal auxiliaries and

fronts, that its leadership and popularity will be severely tested in its

-2 -
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siforts to sell and implement the Second Five-Year Plan.
4, What is Mad's fundamental approach to the leadership
problem? Although his February and March speeches have not been

published as yet, his thoughts have clearly emerged in a variety of

M"" amm;{&om m&‘gwm

CCP prmemm#éﬁmﬂ? broad in scope to M that léu

YWy asrzrm
Mwm/ wcedt 3Kl yhie/ § Jhe V7 /1062
position today is remrhﬁly consistent with those prapn:mded openly

in yearspast. ("On Contradiction”, 1937; key note addresses in the

74, & !
1 Bt e T %&% muwg

First Chengreng Movement, 1942; Report tot 141:& Plenum of the\
cer 2 7 Oectunde 115%,

Central Committee, June 1950%“:. )

Mao posed the problem sharply in his February 1942 Cheny
Feng speech when he asked "How can Marxist-Leninist theory and the

reality of the Chinese Revolution be united?" The body of thought

called "Maoism" is but the sum total of answers to this simphk

e

! 'm:,)‘ﬁf amounts to sn obsession With

Hence, it is no accident that the common theme of all

three Party Reform Movements is an attack on "subjectivism' which

factv'm(

is Party jargon for insufficient recognition of, ux%gdjuatment to
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Chinese reality. "Subjectivism'' among the leadership iomisswoet %

7 % Gprel W—#I—M—W 7 V%M W
afadlguil! '"dogmatism' and "doctrinariam" i.e., mechanical

application of Marxist-Bolshevik dogtrine; "formalism", i, e.,

reliance on Party jargon in propaganda; “sectarianism", i.e,,

counterproductive friction within the Party or between the Party and

the “outside'; "bureaucratism, commandism' which are subjectiviem

in administrative and executive management, i.e., the attitude based

on the erronesus notion that reality is changed by issuing orders.

In the February 1942 speech cited Mao seems to express the
practical reason for his abhorrence of subjectivism: the demography
of China., Visualizing an eventual Party strength of about 4, 000, 000
h Y

he pointed out that the Party would, at best, represent only one per cent

out of a population of\, ’60, 000, 000 and therefore could not afford to

antagonize the people unnecessarily., Today the Chinese Party

claims abbut 12, 000, 000 members out of a claimed population strength

Aploe )
of €00, 000, 000, The Party, then, gl reprcsentsKnly two per cent
of the total population.
Mao's concern with China's demography is also evident in his
recent speeches, Introducing the concept of birth control--in itself a
staggering innovation in the social and cultural pattern of China--he

"
cites the inadequacy of agricultural production in feeding a %owing
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population as well as the limitations of primary educational
facilities,

i, Iu appears indicated, the Second Five-Year Plan may not
live up to expectatluna/ Mao's concern with possible mass pressures

on the regime is understandable --particularly in the light of the
o

events in Hungary, The "Hungarian tragedy" (as Mao terms it)

emerges clearly as the immediate cause for Mao's current ideological

e

A s

| and practical deliberations, § Btrzore ‘?»—»M .
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5, Mao's {s the approach of an eminently practical, self-made,
revolutionary who deals with specific situations and people--and

accepts formulae only when and if they apply, Lest it be misinterpreted

| as a disposition toward breaking away from the WW&
Woerd €

Soviet Unlun/, A » emphnsi:ed. that the principle of "unity of theory

and practice" is a standard tenet of Marxism-Leninism and was o.ne of
Stalin's pet phrases, Students of Mao's thought have repeatedly
reported their inability to find any trace of conceptual heterodoxy,

In particular were they unhble to discern any deviationism in the Party
indoctrination material issued during the first Chexyteng (1942) éhich is
the model for the current Party "‘rectification’ campaign, WNeither

can there be found any deviations from fundamental Bolshevik thought in

Hach et oot
the available materialgtphnithe current Cbcn?!'eng. What is evident

currently, as it was in 1942, is Mao's insistencefon ¢xprenin¢ a

;%,,%, oy
nnfaldin%ﬂarxht-hnlshevik principlg;"ln terms of Chinese reality,
in 1942, the first Chen Feng was accompanied by the demotion and

W)W1~
loss of influence ofﬂMo-cowZ‘t:zejchinese Communist leade

whe had held ke potitionl in the Central Committee of the CC
;‘4—1,14 7’ ,LLW ﬁ zué%t %nauj - .

Today much--too much--is made of the unuthudoxy of Mao's thesis

e

-5 .
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on "Contradictions within the Ranks of the People", p;rticmrly
as an indication of a Sino-Soviet ideological rift, Mao as an interpreter
of the Bolshev ik Bible has always insisted that he needs no middleman
in matters Chinese, Stalin acknowledged thie position through the 1950 ° W
Sino-Soviet treaty, thumking and the Khrushchev regime consistently
enhanced the prestige of the CCP,

6. Mao's thesis that there continue to exist in a "Socialist" society a
variety of non-antagonistic contradictions is based on Marx and Lenin,
and has even been acknowledged by Stalin and other Soviet leaders and
t?eoreticunu. {Mao first expounded this thesis in his essay
"On Contradiction,” written in 1937). In plain language Mao's gk position
can be summarized as follows; In order to achieve power the Communist
Party must use force to crush the class enemy and establish a dictatorship
of the proletariat i, e, , solve the "a\v}itagonistic contradictions” of the
class struggle, After the Communist Party has achieved full state and
economic control, there is, theoretically speaking, no more class conflict
since classes have been abolished. The "class enemy' is now mainly
represgented by the external threat from the imperialists, Nevertheless,

Ha Yaw sbwagle > 2ert Conls'yeg ores

luterm.lly there still may develop socio-economic-political conﬂict:/ Sincex

problems and pressures,
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Since there are no more hostile classes, these conflicts, problems and
pressures are theoretically speaking ‘"‘non-antagonistic contradictions", i.e,,
/ capable of solutions by means other than force, principally by persuasion, |
( discussion and education. If not correctly handled, however, these
(Yw)} contradictions may become “antagonistic", i.e,, threaten the power

position of the regime X as they did in Hungary, necessitating the use of

force, vThrough his thesis, then, Mao addresses himself in greater

detail than any other Communist theoreticianf to a iunda‘mental. practical
proposition, ie., under what circumstances the "dictatorship of the
proletariat" should bring into play its repressive forces internally, It
needs to be emphasized that Mao does not now and never has repudiated the

use of force or terror per se. Concerning the use of force against the

- to follow page 6 -
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"external enemy" Mao has never expressed any modifying or
qualifying positions, Conceming the use of force interaally his
current positions do not question the principle, but merealy the

s sT-and.pasductivity of terror under certain circumstances.

In this Mao is no innovator, He merely follows overt Marxist-
¥
Leninist -Stalinist doctiine {although not Stalinist practice) when he
attempts to establish a balance between the gg},{prcln and, paternalistic
aspects of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The following
statement from a report by A, A, deov to the Plenum of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
21 February 1937, illustrates the point. Zhdanov saild:
" Leninism g.aches},’fhe d!;:tatorlhip of the proletariat has its
periods, its special forms and diversified methods of work,
During the civil war, the coercive aspect of the dictatorship
is especially conspicuous.... On the other hand, during the
period of socialist construction, the pdaceful organizational
st cultural work of the dictatorship, revplutinary law, ete.,
are especially conspicuous. But here again it by u means

follows that during the period of construction, the coercive side -

of the dictatorship has fallen away, or ¢d¥/ could do so... The
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organs of suppression, the srmy and other organizations are as
necessary now, h the period of construction, as they were during
the civil war period..."

The Stalinist regime paid lip service to the paternalistic aspects of 7/

the dictatorship gbff perpetuated the terror syw
r ' |

_Mto’;although emphasizing the T'pcuceful" and persuasive aspect
of the dictatorship for the time being, disguises by this very emphasis
the fact that the "organe of suppression” in China continue to exist with
their functions unchanged, Nor could Mao afford to let “the coercive
side of the dictatorship” '‘fall away" since by definition his thesis

admits that "non-antagonistic contradictions'" may become

Hantagonistic' if not properly handled, and,further,—svenappears—
te-acknowledge-theexistence of current-antagonisms, "' Given the

press of the huge population mass of Chinese, the low level of
economic and educational development, the realization that the Second
&
Five Year Plan may carry social-economic progress only tye small
YzhialY a step forwardbv) Mao's defensive use of the persuasive
/7 T 1
aspects of the dictatorship valid Communist tactics, and ;7

"orthodox'* at that,
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7. The deitn-ivc%ravonutlve nature of Mao's thought .
underlying his emphasis on ""persussion’,"correct bandling of
contradictions " and the Cheng Feng Party training pragram/emerges
w@”
clenriy from a recent Peking broadcast {26 April 1957) on "Why are
there contradictions within the ranks of the people ?'* which

unmistakably reflects Mao's position, The broadcast answered the

title question thus: "First of all we must understand that the

main contradiction? Ep}muia suppliedf in sur country now are the
contradictions between the people's desire to build an advanced

industrial nation and the reality of a backward agricultural nation,

between the people's demand for rapid economic and eultural growth

and the present economic and cultural conditions that thwart thcii-

1}2__{4@ [Emphaail supplie Anticipating continued frustration of
“the people's demand” Mao enjoins his Party apparatus, especially
through the Cheng Feng campaign, not to aggravate the situation
unnecessarily by "bureaucratic" working methods since the long =
: Y-@M
“iirm plans of the reglansl and the short term desires and aspirations
of the "'‘people’ may conflict. This, in essence, is the meaning of the

maoism which reads that "at present the contradictions between the

masses of our country and the leaders result mainly from bureaucratic

leadership in work," W
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' dictions
In short, if anything goes wrong {i.e., if non-antagonistic contradic )

become antagonistic) the Party apparatus will hear the blame but not Mao.

-6d -~
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8. Khrushchev's negative reply to the quettiox; on the 1 June

CBS televigion interview "whether these contradictions E.c. . bctwe;n
the leaders and the ma.ue_g:l- ;!P 7{;25}( #}A‘#f#( %é Soviet Union today"
raises the question of the impact and applicability of Mao's theses in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe,

his opinion, the Soviets have no reason for rejecting the
substance, and every reason for accepting the positive propaganda
value of Mao's theses, The timing and propaganda content of w Mao's
speeches with their conapicuous emphasis on the 'liberality” of a
Communist rcgimex {it surprisingly well into the design of the renewed
Soviet ‘peaceful cnexi.stence" drive through which they apparently hope

*

to compensate for their loss of prestige suffered as a.re-nlt of the crises

in 1956. The Soviete could imrdly afford to dramatize the ‘"respectability _

of the Communist system at this time, both in view of their previous

bungling (secret Khrushchev speech) and in view of their intervention in

Hungary., If not actually co-ordinated with the Soviets, Mao's February and March
fully

speeches are fcompatible with current Soviet tactics and may become an

important showpiece of Communist propaganda, expecially in underdeveloped

aress, Even the-minor-- disagreements between Mao's and Soviet

positions as well as Mao's--minor--criticiams of the Soviet regime represent

attitudes fully compatible with the currenat international Communist party

ABBIBved Fol ek A28 5660/58727 T EIRIROGITL00%) SR IB67HRI2500 51575~
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leader, William Z. Foster (Daily Worker , 12 June) who is a

“congervative' Communist and still enjoys Soviet trust. This is his formula:
for a less dogmélc approach to applying and developing Marxiem-
Leninvism,
for a more crittcn»attltude towards other Communist Parties and
the countries of socialism,
and for an all out struggle against bureaucracy, "

Mao's speeches meet all three requirements, The built-in proviso that

Ythe Chinese method of ''solving problems" does ''not apply to every

other country't also agrees with the general formula developed during

last year's ideological crises, i, e,, provided ﬂe Soviet experience

-

seTves as a fundamental model, local wEeddlposys in implementation are
perminsible although they are not binding on other Communist Parties
or regimes,

,/ 7% hanah

, therefore, Mao's speeches nffaet th% effects of the Soviet
line against "national Communism' which was developed unter the impact
of last year's ideological and disciplinary crisis, 'International solidarity”
bhas been largely restored and factionalism in the world movement is subsiding,

A limited ideological r;ppr@éhement & with Tito is in the making.

-T7Ta -
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Mao's speeches are s 3&% the arms of the lbuitive campalign started
by the 20th CPSU Cox;greu to give the internatinmal Communist movement
a new look of Vgreater decentralization,

In this opinion, therefore, a uniform official reaction to Mao's
speeches and theses is not to be expected in the Soviet Bloc. The extent

4

or assimilatioR/6f official endorsement/wowid depend entirely on the

|

correlation between fermentation processes and the regime's ability to
control them, domulka. e.g., would have to contain Mao's views if
they wee used by the radical liberals to exert pressure on the regime,
The Kadar government, fowxmix faced with the need for overcoming large-
scale dissaffection, may yet make controlled use of the Chinese method.
The Soviets, in addition to appreciating the general benefits from Mao's’
dramatization of the alleged respectability and liberality of the Communist
system, should also be able to appreciate the "atho doxy" of Mao in view

of sufficient parallels and precedents in their own theoretical writings *

?
/ Y

* Past and precedent precedents are numerous, In 1946, an obscure Soviet

student of philosophy Teolak Aleksandrovich Stepanyan (in the Young
Bolshevik , No, 3-4, June-July 1946) postulated a contradiction in the
USSR”between the growth of public demand, ,.and the relatively
unsatisfactory level of the continually growing material production," and
predicted that this contradiction would continue to exist under Communism,

{footnote continued .on next page)

=
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{{ootnote continued).....
This formulation bears a striking resamblance to what Mao now
postulates as China's main contra@ictinn/.“

In 1947 A, A. Zhdanov, Sulin;t propaganda Chief and Malenkov's
competito;'. launched a campaign for the solution of non-antagonistic
contradictions through criticiem and self-criticism. Zhdanov's death
in 1948 appears to have halted this campaign. In 1954, however; his thesis was
revihr;d, and Soviet theoreticimns have dealt with the solution of non-antagonistic
contradictions, admitting conflicts between socfal groups, and more
recently (Komunist #5, April 1957) conflicts within the Party.%W Pravdas ,

(26 December 1956) criticized the Soviet journal "Questions of Philosophy"

for inadequate study of "real" or ""concrete" contradictions. M-would
"‘1""‘7 a detailed oooxspmtxx comparative study of Soviet and Chinese

13 nak T ae Laabile,
treatment of this ideclogical problem,\ @At this writing,-howeven no Soviet
reference admitting a conflict between ‘'the leaders and the masses" has
become evident, although, of course, Soviet attacks on bureaucracy in

leadership and on attitudes xikx isolating the Party from the masses have

been standard themes.

{end of footnote) e

The latter, however, are distinctinly inferior in quality and depth, a fact
M B0 e

which pe rmiu/‘the Chinese Party to point out, with some justification,

that in Mao's writings MarxismOLeninism is being ''creatively developed, "

One could easily hnigine that the Soviet leaders, while praising the Chinese

for their orginal ideas, could administer axmmorex severe dressing down to

their own theoreticians and propagandists for their inability to produce

“creative" think pleces. With all their emphasis on international

-5
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decentralization, the Soviets still are sensitive on points of leadership .
This may be the reason for Khrushchev's almost automatic rejection of
the idea that in the USSR conflicts exist between the leaders and the
masses. In general, however, the Soviets should be satisfied with

the limitations which Mao built into his concepts on how to handle
potential conflicts in a "socialist’ society, These limitations, lesas

WW}Q

conspicuous than tharptispypgepeigandistic emphasis on '"persuasion’

and "democracy" are briefly discussed below,

— 79 -
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S0 /
a {gh“ it doe#'not apply to every other countyy. " This formula

may prove to be a facersaving device all ar, \md.' At a time when the

international Party line provides for "a dess dogmatic approach to
applying and developing Marxism- srn, for a more critical attitude
towards other Communist parties gnd the countries of socialism, and
for an all put struggle against bfireaucracy,"* emphasis on the non-
applicability of specific n;ti&k £ 1 characteristics and methods of a given
CP to other areas alila s '-ves to strengthen the illusion of the
*independence' of mt onal Communist Parties,

10, The limitations imposed by Mao on the applicability of his theses

/
to other areg’are paralleled by the limitations inherent in his on as

LN

Iw
well ag,the current Cheng Feng in respect to their domestic application.

The se limitations are:
a) Mao's theses and the Cheng Feng are preventative in nature;
b} The preventative objectives require a stronger CCP both in terms

of ideological purity and organizational control,

#—Thisvalld formmulation has been made by the veteran Communlst GPUSA

e

lcwmsur in the Pi¢¥y Daily Worker of 12 June

—— .

==
__1987, Foster-still"enjoys the truet of the Soviet leadership,

-

-10 -
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¢) The use of terror or repressive mn.uuu: is governed by
]%w&dl;»z

the success or fallure of preventative measures,

11. The purpose of the current Cheng Feng is to ensure that the
Communist Party¥tsisedbemship be s0 oriented and deployed as to prevent
“non-antagonistic contradictions' from becoming unmanageab le and
explosive, Ktnce* the 'fa}‘.re;ching categorization and definition of all
"problems', large and small, ae if by identification alone a solution could
be achieved. Mﬁu fixing of responsibility for the solution of the
problems on the entire Party apparatus. M the exhortations
'wnming against "bureaucraticm' ;4and " subjectism, "

On the other hna. the current Cheng Feng is not to dilute "Marxiﬁm—
Leninism," Hencg, the proposed further tightening of ideological and
organizational discipline, and the particular emphaseis on the education of
intellectuals in'Party spirit’, i, e., traditional Marxism-Leninism as
opposed to “liberalism,"

12, ¥/ Mao's concept of persuasion is the persuasion of the "masses”
by the Party and not persuasion of the Party by the hma.ucu. ! Criticism
is therefore limited.

Qrganizationally it appears from pertinent references that the

right of the kmaseu”\to criticize pertains only to the Communist controlled

“unite" or organizations (political, semi-governmental, agricultural

Approved For Release 2000/08/27 1;CIA-RDP78-00915R000700200021-9
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copperatives etc, } which were created during the period of

/
communization {1955, 1986), This form of organizationally controlled
criticism and self-criticism keeps discussion in channels,
Substantively criticlam must be "constructive”, i.e,, compatible with
general CCP programs and policies. As early as June 8--three months

e

after the Chang Feng campaign was hunched-#ekiag People's Daily

found it necessary to put the brakes on "eriticism of a destructive nature.”
Using language reminiscent of that previously used at the time of intense
and coercive drives against counter -revolutionaries, the party organ

said;

"There are persons who are trying to use the Cheng Feag movement
of the CCP as a means to carry out severe class struggles. ...
Although the large scale class struggle in our country has largely
subdided e it is by no means finished. This is particularly true on
the ideological front I i.e., where it really matte r!_7 vee There are a
very small number of people who have cutwardly expressad support to
socialism but are still secretly longing for capitalism and the type

of political life in Europe and the United States, These persons

form the right-wing groups today."

The next day Péoplc'- Daily made it crystal clear that the Party

cannot tﬂﬂm{ tolindiscriminately regard all criticism as helpful and

beneficial to the sudntistamdxxmixingecckamick people A Shile the
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sditorial says "'all views and opinion beneficial to the socialist
undertakings should 'bloom' in full," it characterizes as "of 2

* destructive nature" all criticism which "aims at undermining the socialist
undertakings, the People's Democratic Dictatorship and the unity
between the Party and the people." Singled out for attack are "those who
publicize the view that the leadership exercised by the Communist party
should be abolished,"

It is significant that the xmxepex news organ of the Poliesh CP,

T:‘zbm Ladu , published a report of its Peking correspondent on

13 JUne on these People's Daily articles,

14/ 13, The indoctrination of intellectuals fr’ ms an effective limitation
on the appli cation of the much-publicized slogan ''Let all flowers bloom,
let sll s:hoolf of thought contend. As the President of the KC«hinese
Acadamy of Sciences put it on 16 May 19587, it was only thanks to '"the
movement of ideological re-education carried out in recent years in China"
that the "hundred schools of thought'" movement is possible now, and
“the {ree debates _/_;oy'_? taking place among the intellectuals aim at
bringing the professors and scientists of China still closer to the Party

and at improving the Party's direction,”

Approved For Release 2000/08/27 : c1ARDP78-00915R000700200021-9
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This i the 1957 echo of Mao's theme of the 1942-44 Cheng ¥Feng
movement, "There is in reality no such thing as art for art's sake,...

The Party's artistic and literary actlvity & occupies a definite and assigned -
position in the Party's revolutionary work and is subordinated to the
prescridbed revolutionary task of the Party in a given revolutionary period,"
Mao himself, in the verniog of his speeches reported by Sidaey

Gru@on, sdded an interesting interpretation to the slogan, V'There #ed be
.no fear that the policy of 100 flowers will yield poisoned fruit. Sometimes
it {s necessary even to have this poisoned fruit to know what we are

fighting against., For this reason, too, it has been decided to publish

the full works of Chiang Kai-shek and even a volume of some of the

Volce of Americu\“ﬁdl / broadcasts. It is not enough to attack
reactionaries, We must know exactly what the reactinaries want and

what they represent,”

The use of provocation as a means of weeding out "pdsoned flowers" is,
of course, good Bolshevik practice, In full control of ihc Party apparatus
and the repressive state organs, Mao can well lﬂord to say "Marxism-
Leninism is not af:}tio! criticism and does not fear discussion,” He

controls the machinery to ensure that Marxism-Leninism will win out,

) - 14 -
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14, Although Mao places conspicuous emphasis on the persuasive
aspects of the dicatorship at this stage, he endorses without qualifications the
"yse of force l;gain;t the enemy, "% /HA- criticiam of Stalin plrallegs tfxe
position of the 20th CPSU Congress and Khrushchev's secret speech according
to which Stalin used force unproductively, egptciauy against the Communist
Party,

If it is accepted that Mao's concept of the dictatorship is to establish a
correct balance between the persuasive and repressive aspects of the
dictatorship, the question erises as to when Mao would consider the use
of terror justified. On the basis of the available materials on Mao's
February and March speeches, the answer is obviocusly that Mao would use

L-lensrer
repression and terror internally y\the power position of the regime Vme?
threatened. This is evident from his renewed endorsement of Soviet

/4

intervention in Hungary and from his position on strikes, Rejecting tee
&
Sfhbe o Mas'y 1 2RrCH W ‘Al B S arty 4@/
concept-of-strikes-in-general; };ﬁ ccn-iders small strikes as useful ¥/

q @ s ,L,{;&/
lympl!» ms of a malady to be osxrewt but does not consider 'big general

4

» 14

Mao ldmittsd. the uidation of 800 000

39 counterrevolutionaries prior
A Y

to 19\& The figure is open to question amd probably reaches into
/

several million, Mao's statement that terror has not been used

since 1984 is also open to question,

- 18 -
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strikes' the same way because “they are directed against the regime.”
It is interesting to speculate on how big & strike in China would have
I el
to bejto be considered a threat to the regime, In the light of past
experience, it is fair to assume that the determination of what constitutes
a threat to the regime would be made arbitrarily,
For example, it may be useful to recall that in September 1952
Lo Jui-ch'ing, Minister of Public Security, announced that '‘through the
o
campaign for suppression of counterrevolutiharies with fanfare' from
December 1950 onwards, '"we succeeded basically in ¢learing up the
remnant influence of ccunte@m,evolutian on the mainland of China,'

M Nevertheless, within eighteen monthe (February 1954), Liu
Sheaucisxx Shao -ch'i announced, in connection with a Party purge, that
the regime and the masses were increasingly threatened by counter
revolutionaries from within, the rationalization being that '"the more we

advance in our economic construction, the more vicious will be the sabatage

of enemies at home and abroad," ¥ The Minister of Public Security, who

% This formulation is reminiscent of Stalin's "mistaken" concept that the

intensity of the class struggle increases as socialism progresses.

-16 -
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had in 1950 announced completion of the ""basic" suppression of counter
revolutionaries, in 1955 blandly explained that those previously suppressed
were overt counter revolutionaries and that "under-cover" counter
revolutionaries were thg target of the intensive 1958 drive.

These leaders' suements show how arbitrarily their characterisation
of the situation has changed in the past, and raises questions as to how
many years the present policy will last,

The new line is again that ""the remnants of the counter revolutionaries
have been basically eliminated.’ These are almost exactly the same words
,lluud by the Minister of Public Security in 1952. Within two years he
modified his statement to allow for a new, brutal counte%evolutionary drive,

Three months after the initiation of the 1957 Cheng Feng, Peoples' Daily

oA 1O U,
rﬁWpohﬂed put that the class struggle continues, Given this

pattern of flexibility the "persunsive” aspects of Maoism which are
currently being emphasized cannot be projected into the future,
e 1957 ey Wfoatagls M 20> rerkyplin /74
15. /\‘i‘he Chinese Revolution has collided with the hard reality and
problems of constructive planning and building at a time when the Soviet
Union and the Eastern European Satellites are beset with internal
political-economic difficulties. NevWINNENSs) ;e fundamental weakness

in Mao's ostensibly realistic and Sinified approach to the leadership #

roble
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a} that no amount of nbrainwashing' can change or affect the
"main'' contradictions "between the people's demand for rapid
econornic and cultural growth and the present economic and cultural
conditions that thwart this demand. "

b) that no amount of free or ostensibly free discussion of
non-antagonistic contradictions and their reasons can change the
hard facts of Chin'a's economy. The price of consume goods ia not
determined by ideological considerations.

‘¢) that an "unbureaucratic" Party leadership may listen to criticiem
. l//..

but is not obligated to accep?{ Since it still is bound by "democratic
{

b centralism", i.e., by policy decisions of higher Party echelons, it
ean arbitrarily reject and brand as “unconstructive' any criticism
which conflicts with Party policies and programs,

d) that the slogan ""Let many flowers bloom' is watered down
by the fact that the intellectuals have been brought under tight Party
discipline through their mass organization or in govetnmeﬁt agencies
where they work,

e} that ghe slogan of long term coexistence and mutual supervision

of and by non-Communist Parties is meaningless since the non-Communist

Parties are manipulated by the Communist Party.
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f) that the policy of "building the country on industry and thrift!
which is to be propagated is a euphemism for an austerity program,
16. A Pravda report of 9 June {see N, Y. Timss, 10 June, page 6)

{llustrates clearly the built-in contradictions inherent in the Cheng Feng
campaign. The Chinese Communist Party is being brainwashed and
retrained in order to steel itself for a propaganda job which may yet turn
out to be counterproductive. According to the N, Y, Times account,
"Party officials in Sian /[in Northwest China/ told Pravda they had
appointed their best men as propagandists to help the people understand
the contradictions that arise in the course of socialist c@-tructinna and to
. make them see more clearly the wonderful tomorrow of our homeland and
thus consoclidate the forces of our people." Pravda also illustrates how
the CCP is forced to deal with the problems of today, According to the

M K |

Nﬂ?ﬁ’rimen vergion “pariy propagandists directly and candidly and in

detail tell the masses why consumption of cotton textiles had to be cut, why
prices went up on certain goode, why there was a substantial shortage of
housing space, why propaganda to limit births had begun in China, and why

queues for street cars, buses and in butcher shops were still inevitable,"
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