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POTENTTIAL DISSOLUTION OF THE COMINFORM

1, Current indications. Several press reports have rocently indicated
that the USSii may be considering the dissolution of the COIDFOR, Thoso
reports includs 2 statement in the Indian newspaper Hindustani Times on
7 June according to which Nehru intendsd %o suggest To Hoscow that the dige
solution of the COMIIFORM would be in the interest of relaxation of interw
national tenslons and that accession of the Soviet leaders to this proposal
was probable, Another report is containad in a Berlin INS story of 13 June
reporting that an East German Commnist offlcial who would not give his name
stated that the dissolution of tha COIINFCORIL prior to the Summit neeting is

"most ]ikelye“
2, Although there is no subetantial direct evidencs to support these
indications, a dissolution of the COIINFORM, or amy drastic in 1its

external .gtatus, appears a marked possibility in the light of (a) the general
Soviet linsy (bg the presont setting, particulerly the approaching four-power
negotiations, and certain parallels with the situation at the timc of the
dissoluticn of the COMINTERN; (6) the ease of bandling the COMINFORM's job in
other ways, conceivably through the political machinery of the recent Warsaw
Pact# If the COMINFORM should be dissolved, the technique would almest
corteinly involve every effort to make it appear as a collective action, and
the move probably would be publicized as a move to peace and relaxation of
ons, .

3o FPresent Status of the COMINFORM, The COMINFORM opsrates as one of

gevaral world Commnist organizations, mnder the Foreign Section of the CPSU

. Central Committea, The Foreign Section is the actual, covert control apparatus

' of the CPSU, It uses the Couduform as well as other internatiornal fronte (such
as WFC, WFTU, WILF, WFDY) o soordinate and contyol the world Comminist move
ment, Membership in the COMINFORM is limited to the Communist Parties of the
USSR, the Eastorn Eurcpean Satellites (excopt East Germany and Albanis), France,
and Italy, Its activitics have been confined almost entirely to the field of
information, Its principal functions have been to spread the curremt "1ine®

# The possinilities of the Warsay organization for Commnist purposes are
c.“.agr]y indicated in Article 6 of the Eagtern European agresment which reads
as followas
"For the purposa of the consultations among the Partics
. envisaged in the presont Treaty, and also for the pur-
pose of exomiming questions which may ariss in the
Tl operation of the Treaty, a Political Consultative
: : Comeitiae shall be sst up, in which each of the Parties
to the Treaty shall be represented by a member of its
Govermmnt or by another speeifically appointed representative,

Ths Comamittes g_:gx set up such auxili bodies as
Prove necsssary, = =z
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POTENTTIAL DISSOLUTION OF THE COMINFORM

1, Current irdications. Several press reports have recently indicated
that the USSH may be considering the dissolution of ths CONINFORN, Thess
reports include a statement in the Indian newspaper Hindustani Times on
7 June according to which Nehru intended to suggast To Hoscow that the dige
selution of the COMIIFORY would be in tha intersst of relaxation of intore
national tensions and that accession of the Soviet loaders to this proposal
was probable, Another report is contained in a Berlin INS story of 13 June
reporting that an East German Commnist official who would not give his name
stated that the dissolution of ths COMINFCRI prior to the Swmmit meeting is
"mogt likely,"

2, Although thero is no substsntial direct svidencs to support those
indications, a dissolutdon of the COUIIFORY, or any drastic in its
external status, appears a maried possibility in the light of (a) the gensral
Soviet Jineg (05 the present setting, particularly the approsching Pfourspower
nagotiations, and certain parallels with the situation at the timo of the
dlssolution of the COMINTERN; (e) the easa of handling the COMINFORM's job in
other ways, conceivably through the political machinery of the recent Warsaw
Pact.» If the COMINFORM should be dissolved, the technique would almost
certainly involve every effort to make it appear as a collectivé action, and
the move probably would be publicized as 2 move to peace and relaxation of -
tensions,

3o Present Status of the COMINFCRM., The COMINFORM operates as one of
several world Cowem orgarisations, undsr the Foreign Section of the CPSU
Central Comlttee, The Foreign Section is the actual, covert control apparatus
of the CPSU, It uses the Cominform as well as other international fronte (such
as WPC, WFIU, WIIF, WFDY) to coordinate and control the world Commnist movee.
mont, HMembership in the COMINFORM is limited to the Communist Parties of the
USSR, the Eastern European Satellites (except East Germany and Albania), France,
and Italy, Its activities hawe been confinzd almost entirely to ths field of -
information. Its principal functions have besn to spread the current "lins"

# The possibilitiss of the Warsaw orgenization for Commnist purposes are
clearly indicated in Article 6 of the Eastern European agreemont which roads
as followss ‘ o
"For the purpose of the consultations among the Partios
envisaged in the present Treaty, and also for the purs
pose of exsmining questions which may arise in the
operation of the Treaty, a Politiecal Consultative
Commitice shall be asst up, in which esch of the Parties
to the Treaty shall be represented by a member of its
Government or by another specifically appointed repressntative,
The Coemlttee set up such suwxiliary bodies as may

E_O.VB necesmo
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6o Timing

8, Although the COMINTERY abt its helgh® was of course a much
nore exntensive and actlve organization then the COMINFORM, the eircum-
stenees of the former's disscluticn msy give scme indicaticn of the
possible timing of a comparabls move now, By the epring of 1943, wartimes
communleations diffievltdes and other factors had made the COMINTERN practie
cally ineffestive, At about that time, the appointment of Jossph E, Davies
ag gpeclal US emiszsary sm lend<Lezse was ammounced, Almost immediately
thareafter, about May 15, 1943, Moscow teok the initiatiwve of proposing
dlsgolution, a2nd vordlous tolegranms were smnd to foreign Conmuinist parties to
roumd up support, The dlssolution was anncunced on 22 May 1943, This was
several deys before Davies arrived, in what was to prove a fororurnes missicn
to Sacretary Fullis 4wip in October. Thus, there is a good eircuzstantial
cage that the dissolution was timed for its mativnm effect on the US == then
the prime Sovlet turget == and wes probably desigmed in part to set the stage
for vhe lator mepotiations. Thae decign, nevertheless, wag met with 2 measure
of sound skepbticlan, : ‘

b, This parallel would certainly sugeest the Uikelihood that action
on the COMINFORM will precede the Summdt meeting, Moreovar, 1% cculd well be
timed to colaelde with, or jush preceds or follow a vigit to Mozcww by soms
stateemun such ag Nolru, 415 of Indonesia, U Nu, or a similar neutralist
representative.

o It may bo avrgued that diseolution would be left as a card to be
Playad at the Swwrdtb, This sssms most uriikely, however, because 1t would
give U3, UK, and France the strengest possible chence to argue that the
COMINFORM was 4n frct a fowm of interforence, Abvove all; it would bo an
admigaion thab the USSR controllsd the COMINFORM unilaterally, and destroy
the impresulon, aimost certainly highly desirsd, of collectivs action (as in
the COMIIIERY case), Dissolution of the COMINFORM would alse be uncounfortably
clogs to tha dssve of Satellite contyol, which tie Soviets have so far shom
streng indicztions of wishing to exolude, Nor, finally, would the Soviets
expect to get any wseful Western qu 4 pro guo, as they mmet smticipata that the
West ia Dully zware of the facd that tlEé‘” iasolution of the COMINFORM would be

an empiy. gestore and orzanizaticnally inedgmificant,

To Avedlability of Substiiutes, The actividies of the CONINFORM could
very eaglly be token over by olisr parts of the Communist structure, ia a
varisty of ways, To the extent thad "For a Lasting Peacs® is uved a3 a |
chawnel for MNogeonw's views, this cenld cagily be done by Soviet publiecatlons
themselves or by covert channels, The lims could be propagated in the same
way == or concelvably a substitute poriodical eould be deviged, In this

w3
aminii—
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cormeetion, the political machinery of the new Warsas Pact offor possi-
billties, The Political Consultative Comriites == or moth:f-y body unggr the
Warsaw Pact =» would have certain advantages over the COMINFORM in that
Albania and East Germany are mambers, while Commnist China has participated
as an observer in the founding conference =« although o far as is knowun it
has no membership status, Moreover, the Warssw Pact is part of the facade of
& loosor confedsration-like structure that Mogcew is apparently secking to
prosent; perheps to argue its case botter at the Sumdt., On the othey hand ,
use of the Waraaw machinery, designed for the Satellites and associated with
a military structure, may te a poor way to get the nom-Satellite foreign
Commnist parties into the play on an ogteneibly equal footing, In any ewvent,
diegolution of the COMINFORM need not constitute any substantial sacrifice
whatever in the effectivencss of the international Cocmmnist apparatus,
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